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The Rev'd. James M<1)hord, the author of the follovr* 
ing sermons, was born in Baltimore, state of Maryland, 
29th March, 1785, and was carried by his father and mo- 
ther into Kentucky while he was only a child. During the 
years 1800 and 1801 he was introduced into an acquaint- 
ance with the Latin and Greek classics by Mr. E. Sharpe, 
who at that lime was the master of a flourishing school, 
called "the Lexington Academy;" and in 1802 he attend- 
ed the scientific course in Transylvania University. 

In November. 1805, he entered the Theological Semi- 
nary at New- York, under the care of the R^iv'd. J. M. Ma- 
son. He continued there until Miy, 1809; when he re- 
turned to Kentucky, and was licensed by the Associate- 
Reformed Presbytery of Ky. at Lexington, 3d November 
following. He was ordained "Sine Titulo" by the same 
Presbytery, at Millersburgh, 18th April, 1811. 

On Sabbath, July 30th, 1815, he opened the Market- 
Street Church, which had been built for the purpose of 
securing his services to Lexington and its vicinity. His 
text was, "And he said it is a light thing that thou should- 
est be my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to 
restore the preserved of Israel ; I will also give thee for a 
light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation un- 
to the end of the earth." Isaiah xUx. 6. The afternoon's 
discourse was by a friend, from — "Unto me, who am lesa 
than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ." Eph. iii. 8. 

In Nov. 1819, he moved to Paris, Bourbon county; and 
in April following was moved back again to the vicinity 
of Lexington, where he died, 29th of lAay, 1820, at the 
bouse of his father-in-law, D. Logan, Esq, His remains 
were deposited under the front of the church in Market- 
Street, and a marble slab in the back of the pulpit records 
the fact, with this motto — "The resurrection of the just 
shall unfold bis character^" 
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His last appearance in Market-Street Church was on 
Sabbath^ February 6tb, 1820. His text was, "With God 
is terrible majesty. Touching the Almighty, we cannot find 
him out: he is excellent in power, and in judgment, and in 
plenty of justice: he will not afflict." Job xxxvii. 22, 23. 

He was to have returned that day three weeks to dis- 
pense tiie Lord's Supper; — but his course was finished. — 
He never travelled more, and preached only a few times 
more. His last discourse was delivered in the Methodist 
Church in Paris. 

It has been supposed by some of his friends that there is 
enough of important matter connected with the few years 
of his public service to make a volume of considerable in- 
terest. But whether ever that matter can be so arrang- 
ed as to be worthy of the public eye, is at present altoge- 
ther uncertain. 

The discourses now offered to the public have been se- 
lected with some care from the manuscripts which he left 
behind him. Of their literary merits the editors presume 
not to go into any detail. They are, however, confident 
that', under all the disadvantages of a posthumous publi- 
cation, they will be found to contain the stamina, and to 
have a considerable share of the polish, of compositions of 
the first order. 

The two first in the volume were the last which he 
wrote, and are the only two of which any thing like a co- 
py has been found, of eight or nine which he delivered on 
the Divine perfections. The two last were among the 
first which he preached, and the one exhibits what were 
his views at that time of the general state of the churches 
 among whom he was to labour as a travelling preacher, 
and the other holds up an example to be followed by all 
churches who in the day of severe trial would wish to be 
faithful to their risen and exalted Head. 

In the 18th discourse, page 285, there is reference to a 
visitation of Providence which is still fresh in the memory 
of most of us. Oa Sabbath, July 20, 1817, in a most tre- 
mendous thunder storm, the lightning struck the 1st Pres- 
byterian Church, and two worthy ladies were taken to 
licaven in the manner described. The one was an aged 
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mother in Israel, and was a widow. The other was a mar- 
ried lady, in the prime of life, and had just before the ser- 
vice commenced intimated to her pastor her desire of be- 
ing admitted to the communion, which was to be on the 
following Sabbath. The congregation had just commenced 
singing, and were finishing the first couplet of the 103d 
Hjmn, Book 2d. 

"Come, happy souls, approach your God 

Wilh new melodious songs; 
Come, tender to almighty grace 

The tribute of your tongues." 

The ardent piety — the stern integrity — and the deep 
concern for the salvation of immortal beings, which run 
through the whole of these discourses, must, we think, be 
seen; and the force vsiih which these feelings are expres- 
sed must, we think, be felt, more or less, by every reader. 
May God, who only can speak to the heart, and who only 
can change the heart, grant — that while the understand- 
ing is in some degree enlightened, the heart may also be 
led to embrace ard to rest upon the proffered mercy. 

By those particularly who knew the author, and by those 
who occasionally, or who frequently heard him proclaim 
the great salvation, this volume ought to be considered 
as a •'^Voice from the Tombs." To have known the au- 
thor, and to have been his friend and companion in his tri- 
bulations, will not avail us much, uiiless we also know his 
Master, and be the friend and servant of his Master, and 
be his brother and companion in the kingdom and patience 
of Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Hearer, — The author of the volume now before 
you was during sixteen years of the best part of his life 
entirely devoted to the great work of the ministry. Five 
of these were passed in preparatory studies, being added 
to four years study which he had passed before he had ful- 
1} determiied to what particular profession his life was to 
be devoted; ar.d eleven of them were spent in actual ser- 
vice. Hence, though at the time these discourses were 
■written their composition was to him an easy tas-k, and 

some of them probably weie the result of a single sitting 



— ^yet they are in fact the result of years of hard studj, 
the result of much reading and of nnuch thinking, and of 
several fatiguing journeys — and the matter contained in 
them, and the faculty of expressing that matter in the 
manner in which it is expressed, were in fact procured by 
the author at the expense of his life, and at the expense of 
upwards of two thousand dollars, furnished him at differ- 
ent times by an affectionate father. Nor does he this day re- 
pent — nor did he ever even on earth, under all the discou- 
ragements under which he was called to labour, repent of 
having spent his patrimony and the vigour of his animal 
spirits in this service. ''God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth on 
him sh( uld not perish, but have everlasting life." He 
personally knew the value of this gift, and all that he bad 
at command was too little to express the sense which he 
had of his obligations to infinite love. He knew also that 
all mvst perish who do not believe on the Son of God, and 
that the ordinance of the gospel ministry was God's great 
ordinance for leading lost and perishing men to the Sa- 
viour of the world. He therefore considered no sacrifice 
and no labour too great when the question was, "Shall im- 
mortal souls be saved or perish?" 

Gospel Hearer, whosoever thou art — Accept for thyself 
the proffered salvation, and thy joy and thy reward shall 
be of the same kind with his. 

R. H. BISHOP, 
JOHN MTARLAND. 

February^ 1822. 
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Behold the heaven^ and the heaven of heavens, cannot contain 
thee* 1 KiDga viii. 27. 

^^BLESSED is the nation whose God is Jehovah; and the 
people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance." It 
was amid one of the most lofty and rapturous strains rfr* 
corded in the book of God, that the father of this Solomon, 
whose granduer and piety you were a moment ago con* 
templating, introduced the sentiment we have just repeat* 
ed. 

With the magnificent and awful character of the Deity 
your minds have never become so perfectly familiarized 
as to note the exhibition of it without a strong emotion* 
You can enter fully into the feelings of the psalmist when 
he bursts upon you with thrilling delineations of the Most 
High, in all his magnificence, and purity, and tenderness*' 
You can lift up your response to the voice of adoration, 
when he celebrates the might of his wonder-working araft^ 
and descants upon the mercies of his all-pervading provi<*i ' 
dence* But you are at a loss to conceive how it should 
$weU the song of triumph, when to delineations like thei 
foyowing, he adds the sentence with which we saluted 
you: "By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, 
«nd all tbe host of tbem by the breath of bis iQoutb* M^ 
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gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: he 
liayeth up the depth in storehouses. Let all the earth fear- 
the Lord: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe 
ofliim: for he spake and it was done; he commanded and 
it stood fast. The Lord bringeth the counsel of the hea- 
then to nought; he maketh fhe devices of the people of 
none effect. The counsel of the Lord standeth forever, 
fte thoughts of his heart k) all generationst" Psalm xxxiii* 
6«*-:ll. These notes swelMoftily as if from the harp ot 
cherubim; and you yourselves admit that while rapt sera* 
phim repeat them, it is fit that every creature should add 
lis own amen. But is it not like deseending from a strain so^ 
elevated, when the psalmist, aiming to add another raptu- 
rous note, exclaims, '^blessed is the nation whose God is 
Jehovah,-and the people whom be hath chosen for bis own. 
inheritance.^ 

You cannot enter fully into the spirit of the psahnist: 
For it is a Christian nation with which ftovidence has al- 
lied you: Christianity is the religion of the civilized world,, 
end you have had* intercourse with none who have-not pro« 
j&ted by its lights: Christianity has been forages the reli- 
gion of your fathers, and of almost every people* with whom 
they have been connected. Two hundredmiffions of your 
fellow creatures call this the Sabbath of the Lord of Hosts f 
and though not one fourth of them are in attendance oa 
the worship of the Most High; though not a fourth of them 
are awed by the declarations of his mouth; yet still Jeho^ 
vah is their God,.and the God of all their nation: they ao; 
knowledge no other: and they nei^r think of bowing ata*^ 
ny idoPs fane. You first openedyoui* eyes amid the splen* 
dours of this heaven -descended light f yom drew your earli- 
est breath in a Christian atmosphere: and like^tbelight o£ 
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iieaven, and the ambient air, and every other permaneitt 
and common good, yoH think meanly of the blessing be- 
cause you never knew the want of it, and because your 
minds are so familiarized with the sight of its diffusion. 

Would you perceive how this theme towers amid aR 
ibose ascriptions ef lofty adoration? Then your thoughts 
must travel back through a period of almost three thoufr* 
^and years; and from your native*<^ountry, and fromChria^ 
tian Europe, they must be suffered to wing their way to 
that little strip of territory that binds the Mediterranean's 
«xtreme8t eastern wave. There take note of Solomon, the 
Bon o( the psalmifit David, surrounded by the elders and 
chieftains of all die tribes of Israel. Mark the solemnity 
and deep interest that sits on every countenance 1 Hear 
the thunder of their praises, when witti universal voice 
ihey raise the sacred anthem, ^^arise, O Jehovah, into thy 
rest; thou and the ark of thy strength.'' Take measure of 
that pile, whole turrets deave the clouds, and the splen- 
dours of whose garniture have been Hie wonder of all ages. 
£ee that prince, who ecacted homage from tributary kings, 
how In the sight of all the people he faHs upon his kneea, 
^nd spreads forth his hands, and professes himself the sup- 
pliant of a greater than Solomon, as humble a dependant 
*a8 completely a dependant, as the meanest of all crea- 
tures. 

What mean those rites, that so abase the worshipper! 
To whom are they consecrating that stupendous edifice? 
No rites of cruelty and impurity are there. No monstrous 
jid(d, the terror and shame of man, re^rs its huge bulk with* 
in those sacred walls. This is a nation that has Jehovah 
4br its God; and these people he has chosen for his own in*- 
3»eiata&cei He cbone Uaeju ibr Jbiimself ; ^^be shewed bi« 
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trord unto Jacob, and his statutes and judgments untolfsn 
tael.'' And therefbre it is that they consecrate a temple 
to the name of the Lord of Hosts. Look around now up- 
on the nations under the whole face of heaven, and see if 
you can find one of them so blessed as this people. To 
none of them — no not one of them — has the Eternal "shew* 
ed his word}" and destitute of a revelation from "the ex- 
cellent glory," "his statutes and his judgments" are utter- 
ly unknown to them- In the temples of the heathen. Da- 
go^^ and Asbtaroth stretch their scaly length; a man or wo- 
man in the upper parts, in the nether extremeties a ser- 
pent or a fish. And Moloch, "horrid king," impure and 
pitiless as Juggernaut's black idol, extends his molten arms 
to encircle the writhing victim, — the human victim roast- 
ing, literally roasting^ in his grasp. Egypt, the mother of 
science, worships reptiles and vegetables: astronomic Ba-, 
bylon teems foit'th her learned multitudes to bow to graven 
images in the plain of Dura: in the east and in the west 
**darkness covers the earth, and gross darkness the peo- 
ple." In the colleges of the priesthood, in the schools of 
(philosophy, ignorance and impurity, and cruelty abound. 
Their deities are local, their power limited, their tempers 
Itnholy, their actions often devilish. Such in its best con- 
dition was the theology of paganism. Such it continued 
to be even after that the dispersion of multitudes of Jews, 
with the scriptures in their hands, among the pagan na« 
tions, had led the more reflecting of their scholars to at- 
tempt the correction of their corrupt mythology. Such it 
etill is among nations wholly pagan. Every solemnity is 
•a tissue of impurity: every temple a very charnal house: 
-every fancied Deity like a "a goblin damn'd." 

Who ean bear to coii^trast the jmagmficence of the Cr^d^ 



4br, his holiness, his goodness, his all-controling provi-^ 
deuce, with abortions such as these! — Who will call la 
question the obvious bearings of these most dissimilar * 
creeds and solemnities upon the individual feelings, so- 
cial character and eternal destinies of men! — And who, 
that can discriminate between the light and glory of a Jew- 
ish anthem and a heathen^s orgies, will refuse to lift high 
his paean with our psalmist: ^^Blessed is the nation whose 
God is Jehovah ; and the people whom he hath chosen for 
his own inheritance"! Theirs was the religion that ele* 
vttted the affections, expanded the mind, and ennobled the 
i^ole character: for the bible was fheir directory, and 
Jehovah was their God.. Nor need we other proof that 
the inspiration of the Highest dictated the scriptures, than 
the simple fact that three thousand years — ^years which 
have unlocked ten thousand stores of science, and mighti- 
ly furthered the march of human intellect, — have never* 
theless added nothing to that knowledge of the Deity 
which David and Solomon could boast. Nothing but 
God's bible has ever conducted human footstep to the tem^ 
pies of his holiness; or taught one of all the? nations to cast 
their miserable idols to the moles and to the bats. 

Children of the Gentiles, — You take Jehovah for your* 
God. You acknowledge that "an idol is nothing." 'But 
we fear that too many of you know but little of that bible 
which rescued your fathers from the dominion of those i- 
dols. You study the Deity whom you acknowledge but 
by reflected lights. You do not seem to be aware that 
they are reflected lights; that it was the bible shot the 
beam; and that the ideas which you have collected from 
the page of science, and from disquisitions on philosophy, 
the ideas whiob educ^tiou m^d^ f^jmliar to your child*' 
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liood, the ideas ^hich seem the spontaneops dictates of yoor 
reason,— You do not, we say, appear to be aware that.cA 
these are but portions of that heaven-transmitted beam, va* 
iiously and partially and dimly reflected, while it darts m 
all its strength bat from the page of inspiration. Thui 
you study the Deity by reflected lights, %y partial lights^ 
by insufficient lights, by lights which take their ^colouring 
Ibom the nature of the object whence they are fefiected« 
end depend alike for their momentum and theit <}uantity 
on its suitableness or disposition to display any thing of 
Crod ; and the light which has emanated directly from Moi^ 
^lelf, and which alone has led the nations to discover ia ^ 
ther things the impress of his Deity-«>tbat light, by vrUch 
lie professes to display himself, you neglect or ttndeiTaluiti 
as teaching nothing of importance* Hence the 
«y between the God of modern philosophy and the 
of the bible. Philosophy, Prometheus-like, hasstolealier 
€res from heaven; but her imbecility prohibits her, ant 
ber perverseness disinclines hec, from wielding the^Iement 
,tn its native force and 'purity. To the bible delineatioQa 
ih^ dare not boast of adding any things but her audacitj 
and impiety have taken very much away. Hence too youc 
little reverence for the character of the Deity :~You de 
not, no you do not, discern him as he is. Hence the dis^ 
tegard with which you treat his institutions* Hence your 
inattention to the claims of his supremacy. 

Come, then, and see the glory of the Lord of Hosts, who 
**rideth upon the heaven of heavens which wereof old:** 
whose ^'excellency is over Israel, and whose strength is kk 
the clouds/' Come learn from an age in which mind was 
in its infancy, and from a people whom you are accustom* 
to regard as semi-barbarouSi^^not what thej had diacc^ 
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€reiify hnU^v^hsA the inspiration of his Eternal Spirit ha^ 
taught them concerning the Most High. 

In this prayer of Solomon, at the dedication of the tern* 
pie, you may note the recognition of many of the attribatev 
ef Grodv His omnipresence,* his omni8cience,§ his almigli^ 
ty power,|! his infinite mercy,t his unalterable truth,|| his 
Us etemat dbminion,1B^ his alt-directing providence,** are 
Bot only adverted to as points well understood, but are 
Blade the foundation of the supplianf s plea, and regarded^ 
as the anchor of his and Israel's hope. Any one of these 
would furnish a theme more than sufficient to occupy the 
cSbrts of our hour. And to no more than one of them da 
ire propose at this time directing your attention. 

You have remarked the humble and grateful spirit witb 
l^hich ^tte king of Israel recounted God's predictions te 
Us fis^her^. and the fiitelity with which they were accom* 
ylished in his own person and behalf, as witnessed by th» 
Unposing solemnities of that hour. To David it had been 
aaid^ when it was his purpose to build a temple to flie L^mA 
•f HostS) that he should not do it; but that one of bis tone 
ibould' occupy his throne,.and fulfill the purpose which he 
had 80 worthily framed* And now, said Solomon, ^^the 
Lord hath performed his word that he spake; and I am 
risen up in the room of David my father, and sit upon the 
throne of Israel^ as the Iiord promised, and have built ad 
house for the name of the Lord God of Israel.'*' He thei) 
proceedii to frame his supplication, in the most humble and 
reverential terms, that God would be pleased to accept 
fliat oftring of his people Israel, and occupy the bouse 

* 1 Xings Tiii. 3T. § Ibid. 29, 39. t fM, 43. t M^ 33. 3& 
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which they had founded for his name* Boter^belmd 
shaped his wish into expression, he appears suddenly to 
check himself, and adverting to the immensity of the Being 
whom he addressed, "will God," he cried, ''Hndeed dwell 
on the earth ! Behold the heaven, and the heaven of hea- 
vens, cannot contain thee; how much less this house that 
I have builded." And then he goes on to supplicate that 
the eyes of the Lord might be continually on his temple, 
and that many blessings might result from bis peculiar 
presence there. — Behold then "the God of Jeshurun, who 
rideth upon the heaven, and in his excellency on the sky"! 
.Behold the oMmPRESENT God* 

It was a proud distinction in behalf of Israel's God over 
the ten thousand fabled deities of paganism, and over the 
various sensible objects of their worship, that while the lattet 
were considered as present in but one particular place^ 
«nd even in dominion restricted to particular countries, oi^ 
territories, or cities ; the empire of Jehovah was always 
regarded as comprehending all things, and his eternal De* ' 
ity as limited to no place, and circumscribed by no bouor 
dary, but really, immediately, and wholly present to every 
point of space, and to every created object, the universe a- 
broad. Solomon therefore invoked a present Deity, the 
Deity whose immensity fills heaven, earth and hell, or ra. 
ther, in whose immensity heaven, earth and hell have 
place, when he besought his special presence in that house 
of prayer. No place, he says, can hold the essence of the 
Host High, "the heavens cannot contain thee," that ama- 
Xing iexpanse that towers high above our heads, that 
stretches every where around us, and within whose a?- 
gazing Ihnits creation wheels her fires. Nor (;an ^^Hie 
beaveo of heavens" contain tbee, the wide expanse whkb 






sisretches interminably beyond the material frame of things: 
that space (if space it be) in which glorious spirits expa- 
tiate at large: or into whose recesses nothing created has 
ever penetrated, and where nothing but the Deity has 
place. Thou art there, thou art here ; creation floats a- 
round in the bosom of thy immensity; thou art at home 
where never yet were stretched the golden compasses to 
circumscribe the paths of new created worlds, and where 
strong pinioned seraphs, moving rapid as the light, could 
never — never come. 'What am I, what are we,' says the 
awe-struck king of Israel, 'that I should ask thy presence 
in this temple, built by human hands !' 

You will at once discern, my dear fellow mortals, that 
the theme which we have chosen is one which no human 
faculties can wield; and that were we even gifted with 
supernatural strength to mount to the height of such au 
argument, your feet could never follow us. But we come 
not with the aim to make you comprehend the omnipre- 
sence of the Deity. We only come to shew you that he 
is the omnipresent God, and that you cannot hope to com- 
prehend his essence. Do not however suppose that a 
tiieme too mighty for our powers to wield, or for your fa- 
culties to grasp, is of a description that for that reason 
ought not to be attempted. Do not, before you have heard 
us, begin to frame your conjectures that our subject must 
prove uninteresting, because it is unfathomable ; and that 
you cannot hope to learn- any thing where we leave every 
thing unexplained. Were a novice to be told of the vast- 
ness of God's works, and then were you to lead him forth 
for the purpose of occular demonstration, would he have 
a right to complain of you because his eye could not take 
in tbeir amaziog compass? Would b^ be learning no^bio^ 
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Aam yen when jon pointed him to objects of strcfa ptodE^ 
gious extent that neither jou nor be could descry their teh* 
mination! Suppose him destitute of all knowledge of otir 
world; and that after telling him of those mighty congre*' 
gations of waters which separate our continents, you should 
propose to lead him forth, that on the ocean^s beach he 
might test for himself the truth of your instructions. H^ 
expected perhaps that you would point out on every hand 
the amazing limits by which its waves are stayed: he ex- 
pected that his eye would take measure of those abysses 
which, as he heard from you, are tenanted by the monster^ 
of the deep. But he is sadly disappointed. You lead him 
to the beach where ocean lifts her everlasting voice, and 
he sees nothing of those limits, those amazing Hmits, whicb 
he had expected to descry. You then conduct him to some 
eminence, to enlarge the circle of his vision: butitiscoth- 
iusion worse confounded. Here,! yonder,!, directly un- 
der his feet the billows dash and foam! Afar his eye dis^ 
cerns the surges as they sweep! But it is a world of tva* 
ters, an interminable waste ; no boundary or bottom can he- 
see. As well might such a novice complain that he hajt 
learned nothing, because you did not scoop the ocean ia 
the hollow of your hand, and bid his eye then trace its lim* 
its and penetrate its depths, as that you, or other mortals, 
should complain that we attempt too much when we point 
you to a Divinity "too high to comprehend*'^ 

God is omnipresent: "heaven, and the heaven of heavend* 
cannot contain him." If we cannot frame our speech to 
speak things unutterable, if we cannot by examples fur- 
nish illustrations of an object which has no parellel in all 
, the universe of being, our text will at least serve to remove 
<*rroneous notions on this subject, and to idiield you iro^- 
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^i^ misebieis inseparable from all attempts to sbadow forth 
an iipage of the Deity. God is omnipresent: he fills hear 
Iren and earths Then, 

h We are forbidden to conceive of the Deity as exist- 
ing in human, or any bodily form. We are perfectly aware 
4hat to many of our hearers this caution may seem super- 
^uous. You have been taught fromH:hildhood to consider 
that ''God is a spirit,^' and that ''a spirit hath not flesh and 
bones;'' and you are therefore ready to assert that no pep- 
?Son who reads the bible, no person in fact within the bounds 
fiif Christendom, can be supposed sottish enough to indulge 
^ucb gross conceptions of the Divinity. You are deceived- 
Jt is one thing to distinguish in words between a spiritual! 
and corporeal existence, and quite another and much more 
f^re atchievment to form distinct and correct appreheu'* 
\fiions of spiritual being* We have every reason to believe 
i\k^t a great pi^oportion of those who employ the terniB 
-^irit, essence, and such like, attach to them no other no- 
:|;ioB than that of substances, highly refined, indeed, and at- 
it^nuated, but nevertheless extended, bounded by superfi- 
•ees, and in every respect as material as those most palpa- 
ble to sense. This is by no means an unusual mode of 
^conceiving of angelic beings, and of the immortal spirits of 
laen. Nor is it strange that human language, founded as 
it is for the most part on sensible objects, and so universal- 
ly employed in shadowing forth by imagery our concep- 
tions of spiritual things, should both suggest and foster 
-these erroneous appi^ehensions. We habitually speak of 
spirits standing before God's throne, bowing before God's 
ihrone, or winging their way from before the throne of 
><3rod on some errand of judgment or mercy; and we never 
.4d;«p wiiJboat representing tbenVi and in epmie sort conceive 
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ing of them, as corporeal existences cast in mortal mould* 
This imperfection, not to call it by a stronger term, is in- 
separable from human language, and probably, during the 
continuance of our present mode of existence, from human 
thought itself. It is not therefore strange, however Janu 
entable it be, that the same misapprehension should lead 
us astray in our attempts to form conceptions of that Eter- 
nal and Infinite Spirit who presides over the affairs of men. 
We know well that the Deity has sometimes been regard- 
ed in that very light: as a being extended, moulded in hu- , 
man form,*actually seated on a splendid throne, and ar-^ 
rayed in all the habiliments of material existences. And 
we know that the time has been, when unholy superstition 
i^anctioned and extended this enormous error by pictures 
— hj pictures of the Infinite One! — planted in churches for n: 
the adoration of Christian worshippers!! It is not there- 
fore a needless caution to bid you beware of conceiving of 
the Deity as if he existed in human form, or indeed under 
any form. Infinite wisdom has deemed this caution pro- 
fitable to men of various ages. We find Moses the man of 
God, warning Israel on that subject in that long and most 
interesting address with which he closed his ministry. "Oii 
the day," says he, "that thou stoodest before the Lord thif 
God in Horeb — the mountain burned with fire unto the :■ 
midst of heaven with darkness, clouds, and thick darlc;^ ' 
ness. And the Lord spake unto you out of the midst of 
the fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no si-» ... i 
militude ; only ye heard a voice." And again he bids them -1 
bcfware, "lest they should corrupt themselves, and make a ^j 
graven image, the similitude of any figure, the likeness of 
male or female." "For ye saw," he says, "no manner of 
fiiraiUtude on the day that the Lord spake unto you in Ho- 



jpcb, out of the midst q{ the fire." God was there: He 
«aw you; he spoke to you: for he is the omnipresent God* 
But ye saw no '^similitude," no shape, no substance distin* 
guished and defined by surfaces. He is a Spirit, the In* 
finite Spirit. To attempt resemblances of him, is only to 
misrepresent him and to corrupt yourselves. 

The apostle Paul, in like manner, did not deem it a 
tvaste of words to warn the learned Greeks, the inhabit- 
ants of Athens the famous seat of science, againit the in* 
dulgence of these gross conceptions. In hie discourse on 
the altar which they had erected "to the unknown God," 
he deemed it needful to instruct them that "God that made 
the world and all things therein — dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands." He confirmed the suggestion by ad« 
verting to the doctrine of my text, the doctrine of the om- 
nipresence of God. "He is not far from every one. of us," 
says Paul, "for in him we live and move and have our be- 
ing." God is the underived existence, the immense real* 
ity, and creation does not merely owe its origin to him ; m 
him, as well asfr(nn him, all living things have life and mo* 
tion; and in him all things, animate and inanimate, sub- 

^ sist. ''We ought not" then, he concludes, "to think that 
the Godhead is like to gold or silver or stone, graven by 
art and man's device:" that is, 'we ought not to think that 
the Deity exists in human form, like those pretended re-- 
semblances of him which men in their ignorance and inK 

. piety prepare from metals or from marble. God is im- 
mense: all creation lives in him: he is the omnipresent 
God.' "To whom then will ye liken God, or what like- 
ness will ye compare unto him?" "It is high as heaven 9 
what canst thou know? Deeper tbaa hell, what canst thou 






ido? The measure thereof is longer &an fiie earth, #ii(| 
broader than the sea.'' 

We might adduce still stronger instances to prove that 
infinite wisdom does not deem this caution needless* Wit* 
luess the reiterated complaints of the psahnist David, that 
the men of Israel themdelves, multitudes who had their ajk 
lotment in the -congregation of the Most High, neverthe^ 
less conceived of hiiA as of a being altogether like then^ 
selves: undertook to assert that he hid changed the place 
of his abode ; that "the Ciord bad forsaken the earth, net 
ther did the G3d of Jacob any more regard it." Witnesa 
Also the challenge of the M^st High in relation to his own 
corrupted priesthood. During t^e solemnities of public 
^^orship, during the two weeks in which they served by 
rotation in the temple of the Lord, they cautiously abstaiar, 
«d from their criminal courses. Wherefore ?-^They were 
in the temple. There was the holy of holies! there, with* 
in it, stood the ark. of the covenant and the Mercy scat! 
Iliere, upon the Mercy seat, and between the cherubini, 
dwelt the shekinah, that inexplicable, that transcendan^ 
that awe-inspiring brightness by which, like the pillar ^ 
fire in the wilderness, the Deity symbolized his presence 
in the temple. In that awful place, before the presence of 
that glory, the most licencious of the priesthood dared not 
indulge in their enormities. But the moment they gave 
place to their successors in the service, and, leaving the 
city and the temple and the shekinah, retired to their res- 
pective houses, all those considerations which served on^ 
ly to repress but not to annihilate their propensities, imi" 
tnodiafely gave way. "Am I," said the Most High in his 
aie«<sage to those unhallowed ministers, ''Am I a God at 
lurnd; and Mt a God afar off ?'' Is it only from the mercjr 



Wttt T can take notice of your condoct, should yon commit 
your shameful deeds within the area of my temple and be- 
fore my flaming altars? Is it only in the light of the shekinah^ 
whose glory illumes the recesses of the temple, that your 
consciences shrink from the perpetration of enormities t 
Am I not Godafar off from the temple, a^ well as beside its 
altars? Am I not there, where no shekinah darts its splen« 
dours,.the unseen spectator of your most hidden deedst 
^an any hide himself in secret places that I cannot see 
film? saith the Lord: do not 1 fill heaven and earth? saith 
tfie Lord."* The sbekinab attested God's presence in the 
temple: it spoke to the senses in a way not to be contro* 
verted. But it did not tell the worshipper that he is there- 
Ibre absent, where he does not address the senses. The 
shekinah was an emanation from the ^4ight that is inac*^ 
eessible;'' and like the hoarse billow that lifts its awful 
toice to tell of the granduer of the "vasty deep," but is 
not itself the ocean, the shekinah witnessed the reality of 
the uncreated light, but was by no means to be regarded a» 
the fulFness of its glory. 

God is not in human form: no circumference bounds hia 
iicomparable essence: He is every where. 

Ih proving to you that the correction of this error is not 
needless, we have also endeavoured to interweave sufr 
cient proof that it really is an error— an enormous error: 
an error which not only fiistens upon those who adopt it 
the guiit of gross idolatry, but which also fosters in them 
the worst dispositions of the human heart. , 

Do not now think of telling us, inihe face of all these 
proofs, that still the scriptures leem to eouotuianc^ the ep^ 
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ror we are^ombatting: that thej speak often and familiai:*. 
Ij of the hands, the feet, the eyes, the ears of God ; and, la 
one word, array him in all the attributes and habiliments 
common or appropriate to human form. Do not suppose 
you have found a contradiction to our text, when you rea^ 
that man was created in the image of his maker; and that 
Moses, who must have well understood his nature, petition- 
ed to see his face. You are too well acquainted with the 
nature of human language and of human thought to regard 
it as a novel suggestion when we tell you that we both 
speak and think in a highly figurative style; and that if 
deprived of this resource, we should be unable to form a- 
ny conception of many interesting objects, and be entirely, 
destitute of expressions to convey ideas which we could 
clearly frame. Of course a revelation from God, if adapted 
to instruct us, must be made to us in language we are ac- 
customed to employ, and his thoughts must be couched in 
figures which we are accustomed to decypher. — But let the 
-scriptural use of these expressions be called in to correct 
the abuse to which you would subject them. 'God has 
bands f — What then? 'He of course subsists in humaa 
form.' But they arc hands in the hollow of which he holda 
the ocean: they are fingers with which he grasps the sun, 
and stars, "and taketh up the isles as a very little thing," 
God has eyes: but they scan immeasurable distances. 
They do more: they survey all spiritual existences. They 
do more still: they search the very hearts, and try the 
thoughts of the children of men, and indeed of all intelli- 
gences. — God has ears: but they hear when no sound is 
uttered; they hear the very groaning of the heart. — God 
has feet: but they reach to earth, while he fills heaven as 

%s tbrone« What other j^xQoi would jou demand tin^t al| 



fjich expressions are mere accommodations to human 
jnodes of speech, and are so far from being calculated to 
mislead our thoughts, that they afford our clearest glimps- 
es of the omnipresent God? In like manner, the image of 
God in which our nature was created, and the face of God 
which Moses wished to see, are respectively and very fre- 
quently adverted to in scripture as designating in the one 
case the unclouded intellect and moral rectitude of man; 
and in the other the sensible manifestations of the Divine 
glory* Man bore his maker^s image when his unclouded 
intellect and unfolding loveliness furnished a dim minia- 
ture of that boundless understanding and transcendent ex- 
cellence that adorns the uncreated mind* And man then 
is said to see^the face of God, when, apart from sense and 
all the things of sense, his spirit is brought into contact 
with the Infinite One, so as to perceive and apprehend him 
as spirit discerns spirit, and to commune with him as man^ 
"face to face," holds converse with his friend. 

But, 

IL There Is another error to which we are prone to b^- 
"take ourselves, when convinced of the absurdity of impu- 
ting to the Deity a corporeal form. We figure to ourselves 
an ethereal substance, as some are pleased to call it, trans^ 
fused throughout the universe — throughout unlimited 
space, and fraught with all the faculties and powers as. 
cribable to the Supreme. Thus the Deity is assumed to 
be extended, as space is extended ; and he is supposed to 
fill inomensity, as ether or any still more subtil fluid might 
be said to fill it. But is this the God of Solomon, whom 
*>heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain"? Does 
he transcend high heaven; does he spread abroad through 
^ HjuiY€rse^ ais light is diffused from tbe suv&ce ojT the 
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8UD, tmnscenda the orbits of the planets, anct a^etUs jdm 
low tide to the uttermost bounds of the visible creationt 
No, this cannot be the meaning of our text« For, 

1st. It would' follow that if the Deity be thus diffusivo 
in his essence, he co'uld have no proper personalitj; he 
could not be said to be present to any place. A part of 
him would be here: a part of him on high, beyond the oi^ 
bits of the planets: apart of him extended among the rm^ 
motest stars: and the greater proportion lost in that iah* 
measurable void that lies without the space through whicii 
ereation sweeps. What a monstrous idea of personalily 
is this! Who should endure to think of a part of God'be<» 
ing in one place, and a part of him in another f Who see^ 
not the absurdity of infinite power, infinite knowledge, mn 
finite condescension extended through a; subject ; and a part 
of these in one place,' and a part of them in another ! Vftm 
does not feel that when the scriptures speak of God as {Hre* 
sent in any place, he is to be regarded as being vAoRy 
though not exclusively there! But. * 

2dly . We have a still more conclusive argument against 
this &ncy of extension. ^^€k)d is a spirit:^' and a spirit 1# 
not extended: it has no relation to space: nothing to do 
with parts. Extension, figure, divisibility, are propertiea 
of matter. And though you refine it as you please, thoii^ 
you imt imagination on the rack to shape conceptions o£ 
an essence subtil-^impalpable, beyond the powers of bu* 
man speedti, yet you have still the idea ^f Bonv, extended^ 
bounded, divisible without end. If you resume the pro-^ 
eess, you can effect nothing more than to imagine corpo* 
real substance still more attenuated: its essence is stil) 
particles of insensate matter: and their activity is limited 
to eoynbinations; and movements. What is there in all tbi» 
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Mie iirtelligeiit perception, or like moral sentiment? What 
is there like thought or feeling? like judgment or volition? 
Of the essence of matt^sr we nevertheless know nothing. 
We conceive of it only by its o{>erations and properties* 
iludge of spirit by the same rule. Do not attempt to shape 
conceptions of its essence: attend only to its properties and 
operations. I feel^ I think, I love, I abhor. Who is not 
conscioas that these acts of mind have nothing in commoa 
with the operations of matter? E^nsiarij figure, motion : 
«-*piit these in the one scale. -Gmsdoiisness^ percq^tion, va* 
£rton>— pku^e tiiemin the other* What have they in com- 
mon? What can there be common to the substance^ int 
in which they are ibund to exist? All our difficulties and 
jmstakes on. this auliject result from the strange fact that 
Ihe Deity has united these amazing extremes in our own 
persons. We are immortal spirits wrapped in material or- 
gans: and almost all our perceptions and sensations are 
derived to us tbFoagh:the medium of sense, and ^rom ma- 
larial objects. Hence we cannot separate, even in idea, 
l>6tweeii merely perdpient and extended existence. It seems 
to us as if where body is not, there is nothing. The se- 
cret of this deception is to be found in a strong and per* 
haps unavoidable association of ideas. We contemplate 
an object near at hand, it is the immortal spirit that does 
«»; b«t it does it through the medium of material organs, 
mid by the aid of that material fluid which we denominate 
light Now these material organs sustain various rela- 
tions to Hie object'Contemplated, in common with all other 
matter: diey have an adjustment in space with relation to 
it and to other bodes: they occupy a place nearer at hand 
or more remote from it: they must move in order to act 
«pon it. And as it is the mind which perceives and Qper*- 



ales throtfgli these organs, it identifies itself ahd its ewik 
energies, with tne organs through which it acts, and bjr 
which it perceives; and consequently seems itself to bc^ 
adJQsted with surrounding bodies, and to move in space.^ 

Again, suppose the object to be very remote. Our oik 
tf information is derived through the eye, which catches a^ 
few of the diverging rays. In order that the mind majT 
perceive it more clearly, and much more, in order that it 
may operate uppn it, we know that we must approach* 
In doing so we both occupy time and pass through space* 
Hence again, as it is the spirit that directs the process^ 
and gathers its information during that process, we asso-- 
ciate the ideas of space and place with the perceptions of 
spiritual beings, and attribute to them the relations which, 
fn truth are only sustained by the organs through which 
ftey act. 

But suppose yourselves for a moment unembodied be* 
ings. If you have not that material oi^n which we call 
tte eye, then you have no need of that fluid by which the. 
eye is enabled to discern. You do not of course approcicb 
an object that your visual powers may catch mere abund-» 
ant rays. The spirit itself contemplates the object in its 
Own peculiar way. Dimness has no place where light haa 
no bearing : and, of course, every thing like distance, and 
interveiiii^ space, and change of situation, must be strick- 
en out of the account. The mind perceiving objects with- 
out any regard to such process or relations may then glance 
"from heaven to earth, from earth to heaven," and from 
one extremity of the universe to the other, as thought now 
glances, without any thing like motion, and without that 
successive effort — that succei^ion in point of time^ whiQb 
itfarks progressive motion^ 



We by tid means pretend to say that an nnemliodied spi* 
rit must be insensible to the relations of bodies, or the pro* 
^ress of their movements. We only say that it can in no 
sense be affected by or implicated in these relations an4 
adjustments* It m^y readily perceive their relations to ond 
another, their existence in space, their progressive move- 
ment, without itself occupying space or sharing any of 
their relations. It may even share id the control of themf 
and call forth all its ener^es in relation to their move* 
ments, without involving the supposition that it occupies % 
place among them, or participates in their extension, or 
accompanies their movements. What are the attributeg 
of spirit? what evinces its existence? what constitutes iti 
activities? — ^It perceives: it reflects: it feels: it wills. But 
perception is not motion: reflection is not form: feeling IM 
not extension: «pace and volition have nothing in common* 
Our perceptions and reflections, and feelings and volitions 
not only may ie^ but actually are often occupied without 
the remotest reference to materiality or any of its rela* 
tionff. They are employed about abstract tiruths, about 
moral sentiments, and about a variety of other objects 
which it were useless to specify. They might be thus oc< 
cupied as readily, were it possible that we existed alone 
in the universe of God, and so had no conception of bodi^ 
ly forms, or extended spaces, or movements slow or rapid* 
These exercises do not change their nature when the/ 
change their object. As little does the being whose exeiw- 
cises they are, and whose nature they declare. Amid the 
expansive universe it exists unextended. Amid the moveii' 
ments of all nature it operates without moving* 

If all this be true of created intelligences, evenof intel^ 
l}geace9 iowersed in matter^ bow mu^b more clearly may 



" feD 90KM&9 % 

it be asserted of die Creactor that lie is a ihnple unesAenftt 
'4m1 efldstencel 

Bat all this, yon «re ready to tell me, does not lead ja% 
4MM step toward a correct apprehension of the Divine ona* 
Mpvesence. You wish to know how the Supreme Being 
exists, if he does not exist tbroaghoat extended space: 
9*00 wish to form at least a fidnt conception of that mystor 
tions presence which it is jonr daly to realise. My bredn 
ten, we did not andertake to discover to yon things «ii> 
aearchaUe. We shoold deserve yonr contempt and ^i^ 
liorrence, not yoor attention and confidence, did we even 
l^ropose to meddle with things too high to understand* W« 
know nothing of -ttie mode in which «ny nnenbodied ov 
ffcVembodied spirit -exiiBts and operates: whyvhonld amo#> 
tal then think of Entering on such enqniries? If yon bwne 
been so happy as to eorrect any of yonr misapprehensiona 
on this subject, that of itself has been ^ great atchleve' 
ment; and it is alsMMt every thing which we could hof% 
to do. 

There are, however, one or two considerations that majr 
\)e named, as throwing somefidditionatl light— ^aH the ligiit 
we are able to fumish-^on the subject of spiritual eit^ 

istence. 

You will readily grant the assumption formeily made^ 
that even in the case of spirits united to organized bodies^ 
it is the spirit that perceives, and feels and acts, and not 
^ose. bodily organs which are the seat of its operations* 
Thus, for example, it is not the eye that sees, or the ear 
Ibat hears; but it is the intelligent inhabitant which sees 
and hears through the medium of the impressions made on 
these organs. Suppose then these organs removed, and the 
"ienant of flesh uncased, so fliat aU impressions were wade 
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^iracdy en itself wtiboiit the a£d of any nediunk Th^» 
it would follow, that as the whole spirit sees, and bears aiid> 
feels throu^ the mediam of any one sense, so it must see^ 
and hear and fieel^ or receive any other impressions mad^ 
•pon it witboirt die intervention of such media. Tbea 
yoa have a being who is all perception: aU eye, all ear^ 
idl tact- And yon at once pronounce this being ta be pre* 
sent to every thing which it perceives and every tbin^ 
which it inflisences, as yoa account yourself present to ev^ 
ety thing which- falls immediately under your eye, or wl^I» 
you hantie and controL Thus then spirit is present to 
spirit, when they mingle thoughts and feelings. Spirits 
are present to body when they contemplate or controt it;,^ 
They are present to all things which directly excite or afr 
fiset their perceptions^ as body is present to all that direct* 
1^ excites or a&eta sensation* 

Once mere- As att the various degrees of sensation dia* 
pend on the perfection or defeet of the bodily organs, <hp 
on the momentum of the impression, or on the quality of 
the medium tlm>ugh which it is conveyed; it is plain that 
aone of these things can afiJect the impressions made oa 
q;>iritual beings; consoquendy, in their mere perceptions 
there are nothing like degrees- Whatever they see, they 
see distinctly. Whatever they hear, they hear perfectly^ 
Whatever they feel, they feel exquisitely. Wheresoever 
tiiey are present, they are mtimcUtly present. 

^Bttt,' it may be said-^Hbut if these are the attributes oF 
anembodied spirits, it would seem to follow that all of 
them, all finite spirits^ are also omnipresent: For they do 
not occupy space--^heir existence has no relation to it,— « 
and they are '^11 eye, all ear, all tact." — The inference id 
Mt sound. Recur to- ouc first principle* Unembodied 
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•pints both perceive and infloence objects directly, with* 
out the intervention of material organs; and immediatdy^ 
without the aid of any interposing medium.^ It therefore 
unquestionably does follow that they may take a very rap- 
id survey of God's wide empire, and become intimately 
acquainted with the condition of his works. To one, and 
then another, and another they may turn, and be in* 
timately present to them, without change of place, and 
with the rapidity of thought. And accordingly we do find 
intimations in scripture that happy spirits know all that is 
transacting in heaven and earth and helL And even the 
tenants of the pit have glimpes of heaven's happiness imd 
glory. Thus the rich msm saw Lazarus in Abraham's bo- 
som. And Abraham could talk to him about the misery of 
bis state. But this is not omnipresence: it is nothing like 
omnipresence. To be omnipresent is at once to perceive 
all things, and act upon all things. To this the tallest se- 
faph advances no pretensions. Created minds are limit* 
ed in the exercise of their powers. JNo two things can at 
the same instant occupy thought or engage effort. Mul- 
tiplicity distracts, confounds, paralizes. God only possess- 
ts the Infinite Understanding. All things are sustained 
by him — in him. He therefore sees all, directs all, con- 
trols all. He only can be regarded as the omnipresent 
spirit. 

Of what service then are our remarks on the presence 
•f created spirits? They are intended to promote in this 
particular respect the same effect which all the attributes^ 
of created being are employed in producing: — they are 
intended to furnish a faint and partial adumbration of the 
jfresence of that being whose "image," in other respects, 

^eation reflects, feebly* We cewiot shew you God bia^ 
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ielfr we cannot throw aside the Mouds and darkness'' 
which constitute ^'his pavilion,'' and say to you ^behold the 
omnipresent Gdd.' We tan partly tell you how created 
spirits are present, and faintly as they bear, in every resr 
pect, his "Image," we can say "lo! these are parts of his 
ways." To give yon any conception even of created vast* 
ness, we must have recourse to a similar method. Sup« 
pose we would have you form conceptions of the vast ex* 
tent of creation* High-sounding epithets — all-grasping 
adjectives would shed no light upon our path. We would 
first take you to some object — stupendous indeed, but nev- 
ertheless of such dimensions that the eye could scale its 
heights, and the mind grasp its circumference. Let it be 
for example some snow cap't mountain whose summit 
cleaves "the lazy pacing clouds." You would gaze with 
trepidation at the amazing height to which it lifts its aw- 
ful head. Around its ample base the cultivated fields, 
and wide spreading lawns would almost seem to invite you 
to take their dimensions with a span: Magnific castles, and 
mountain rocks just dot it sloping heights like flocks of 
speckled birds: Its yawning abysses seem like highways 
to earth's centre; and its thundering cascades appear to 
shake the poles. O how pitiful, you cry, are the mightiest 
works of man when placed in competition with the works 
of God! What is there — what is there under the whole 
face of heaven so awfully magnificent, so unutterably vast 
as this amazing pile. Its precipices mount to heaven; its 
abysses lead down to the realms of ancient night; in its 
compass there is a vastness which no language can ex* 
press. — Earth, then! what is earth! Her broad surface is 
studded with thousands of such mountains. And could 
you take your statioi) at some distaace^ and see her as she 



wends her amuial round, and spinning on ber axfo, tnsfit 
in succession all her broad oceans and continents to the 
sun — ^jour mountains would at once lose all their charae* 
ier ofvastness; they would shrink; they would disappear^ 
they would not roughen her vast surface; the mightiesl 
chain that frowns acros her continents >vould be but as a 
inolehill on the sides of Chiniborazo.-**^And your world^ 
with all its mountains, and continents and oceans, were it 
to plunge toward the sun, would be an atom on its snx- 
l&ce. Should it lie among its mountains or float upon it* 
lava, it would be undistinguished as a pebble or a pumice 
stone* > And what is your sun but an atom in creatioftt 
And what the material universe but a point in immensity t 
God fills immensity* .fiod only is great. We but chatter 
when we give these swelling titles to any of his works. 

Judge then as yom can of the omnipresence of the Dei«> 
fy. We have no language to express it — ^no faculties to 
conceive of it. By the presence of body, and pf unembo* 
died spirits, by things which we know" or of which we can 
imagine something, we would lead you to a iaint appie» 
bension of God's omnipresence ; as nfiountains, worlds ai^i 
' systems lead you step by step to catch a glimpse of that 
immensity which is "unspeakable, unknown." 

Take then the apostle Paul's idea, to which we have a(» 
ready adverted. God is the great reality*— the only sta^ 
fale and underived existence* Matter is kss stable; it a^. 
rose from nothing; God sustains it in being, and were the 
cause to cease the efi'ect must cease; were he to cease up- 
holding, it would cease to be. Created spirit is less stable ; 
it once was not; it has life only in God's Rfe; and were he 
to retire into himself, it too would cease to be. *^He is no£ 
&r fK)meve«3rowe.of tts," says Paul: ^Vor in hiw wc Kve 
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iand move and have our being.'' He is not said to be m 
all things, pervading all, surrounding all: but he is hiin^ 
self the prominent object, and all things are in him. He 
■sustains all, observes all, actuates all, controls all. It is 
not change of place but change of condition that is to ena- 
ble you to perceive his presence, to "see him as he is," to 
^'behold him face to face," as happy spirits behold him. 
Your informations of objects come to you at present 
through the medium of sensation, and God is not an ob- 
ject of sensation. But could you, immortal spirits ! at this 
moment throw off those pelicles of flesh that obstruct your 
clear perception, — behold at once you are in the presence 
of the Deity! You see him! You know hifn, as spirit 
knows spirit. And now, though you cannot discern him 
through those veils; yet he is here: he sees you: he hears 
me: in him we have life and breath and being. Hear 
Job, when he had lost the light of God's countenance, that 
only sensible manifestation of his presence which is ordi- 
narily afforded to tenants of the flesh: "Oh, that I knew 
where I might find him! that I might come ev^n to his 
ieat! — Behold I go forward, but he is not there; and back- 
ward, but I cannot perceive him: on the left hand, where 
he doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself 
on the right hand that I cannot see him: But he knoweth 
the way that I take: when he hath tried me I shall come 
forth as gold." Hear David, hear the father of our Solo- 
mon: "Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? or whither shall 
I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou 
art there ; if I make my bed in hell, behold thou art there. 
If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter- 
Aiost parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, 
and thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, surely the dark- 
mss shall cover me; even the night sl^all be Jij^t about 
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me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee ; but the night 
fthineth as the day: the darkness and the light are bcith a« 
like to thee." 

Mysterious, awful presence! Well might the psalmist 
infer: '^thou knowest my sitting down and my rising up; 
thou understandest my thoughts afar off." Well might he 
assert: '^thou compassest my path and my lying down, and 
art acquainted with all my ways. There is not a word in 
my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether." 
Well might he exclaim: "Such knowledge is too wonder- 
ful for me ; it is high, I cannot attain unto it." And you-^ 
you, my dear brethren, who are compassed like the psalm- 
ist, with this wonderful presence, will you not devoutly 
join him in the petition he puts up? If God be in this a»* 
eembly, if he sees you, if he sustains you, if he is to judge 
you, will you not now say to him: "Search me, O God, and 
know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts; and see if 
there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting"! 

But we cannot tell you now of the ends to which yoti 
should employ these feeble glimmerings of knowledge.-— 
For though our theme be mysterious, it is not therefore a 
useless one: The presence of the Most High is a most 
commanding thought; and our bare knowledge of it should 
lead us to many a deduction of stupendous import. All 
these we niust defer till, if so please the present Deity, we 
meet you here again. 

Communicants! You are about to take your places at 
the table of the Lord. Is it not, to you at least, an awful 
thought that the Lord is in this place ! In his presence-* 
before his very face, you are going, in a few moments, to 
stretch forth your hands and take the smybols of the Sa- 
viour's body and blood. He will «ee you ! he will not« 
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you ! '^Fehold, the heavens are not clean in his sight, and he 
chargeth his angels with folly!" Does it seem to you, all 
defiled as you are, a fearful thing thus to pass in review 
before the living God? Do you fear lest your offeucetf 
should now rise up in dark array before him and provoke 
him to curse you where you sit? O, no! O, no! That is 
not the turn you should give to these reflections. Your 
fdns have alre^y risen up before him. They stood before 
his face, in all their rankness, the very hour they were 
committed. And it is his own goodness — Am oion goodnes$ 
that has provided for you this place of refuge, that the ar» 
rows of his justice might not rankle in your breasts. This, 
this is the place of a sinner's safety, and a conununion hour 
his hour of jubilee. Behold the Saviour's body broken for 
the perishing! behold his blood poured out to release the 
guilty! Behold the grand experiment of heaven, whether 
miscreants can be fitted to stand like cherubs before his 
throne! And he invites the miserable, and the guilty and 
tiie^ abandoned to come and submit themselves to the 
process he has instituted ! And you — ^you want if possi- 
ble to share in this great mercy, and all helpless as you 
are, all hapless, all defiled, you come to submit yourselves 
to the process he has instituted! It is well, O, it is well 
that God is in this assembly. For he is here to aid you. 
He is here to do for you the thing that you desire. He 
will not — sure he will not suffer the experiment to fail in 
his own imfmediate presence. Make bare then your wounds 
before him; pour out your hearts before him; spread all 
your wants before him; tell him you are here because his 
bible bade you come. Cry, my Father! my Father! and 
see if he do not answer you, ^^Son, daughter, be of good 
cheer: thy sins be forgiven thee.'' 
This is the use bis bible teaches you to make of the doc« 
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trine of bis ornnipreseDce. Hear himself, how be wieldiT 
it, after having contrasted his oWn immensity with the 
ficalptured and molten images of paganism: ^^Liflupyour 
eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, 
that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them 
all by names, by the greatness of his might, for that 
he is strong in power; not one faileth.'' And if 
God conduct those mighty orbs, so that not one of them 
£dl8 short of the goal to which he destines it, shall his pur- 
pose falter, shall his power fail him, when he undertakes 
to conduct a sinful being back to the ways of righteous- 
ness ! It may not be. If o£ all those glorious fires that bowl 
round the hill of heaven, "not one faileth," "for that he it 
itrong in power," then "not one" of you shall fail, whose 
trust is in his mercy ; for it was his own proposal to un^ 
(Sertake your cure. Is this our inference^ brethren?— 
the God of the bible says so: — "he calleth them all by 
names, by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong 
in power, not one faile th. Why sayest thou, O Jacob, 

ikND SFEAKEST, O IsRAEL,^My WAY IS HID FROM THE LoRO, 
AND MY JUDGMENT IS PASSED OVER FROM MY GoD? Hast tboQ 

not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, 
Jehovah, the creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not 
neither is weary? There is no searching of his understand* 
ing. He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have 
no might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall 
feint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly falL 
But they that wait upon Jehovah shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run and not be weary, and they shall walk and not 
£tint." The God of salvation grant that you, my dearest 
ll^rethren, may find it thys with you to-day I Araen«^ 
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Behold the heaven^ and the heavm of heavens^ cannot wntaim 
thee. 1 Kings viii* 27. 

It was a humiliating lesson which the Ss^vibur on one oc- 
casion taught his disciples, when they were disputing, ag 
they often did in no very dignified or amiable style, which 
of them should be ^'greatest in the kingdom of heaven*^ 
He ^'called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst 
of them, and said, Except ye be converted, and become as 
little children, ye ^hall not enter into the kingdom of hea« 
ven." You must utterly dismiss that pride of qharactert 
mjii that pertinacious adherence to your own opinions and 
preferences, which the mass of mankind consider it their . 
right and glory to maiqts^in: and taking your station hum:* - 
|)Jy and quietly at the feet of Jesus Christ, you must con- 
dijct in the spirit of a little child, which never thinks of 
questioning the wisdom or truth of the parent whom it 
loves; and n^ver permits the pride of opinion or the love 
of ^ipusement to interfere with any of the instructions or 
coxnmands which come to it under the sanction of an au« 
thoritv so venerated. 

It was not, my dear brethren, for the disciples alone that 
this lesson was intended. An apostle has remarked that 
"whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written 
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of 
the scriptures might have bope:^' and as this assurance of 
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the Saviour^s constitutes a part of that gospel of salvatioo 
which he has commanded should be published to all age» 
and nations, you are to consider Jesus Christ as addressing^ 
you to-day, ^^Except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.'' 
—It is "an hard saying; who can hear it?^ Is that the 
comment of any one of you, when you hear this sentiment 
tattered by a tongue whose truth no man may question? It 
fpo^'the' c6mment of many a professed follower of the Sap 
Tiour when he was on earth, who on the strength of it 
drew back, and followed him no more* But ff must ba 
done, ^ must be submitted to, or the case is rendered des- 
perate. Christianity never amalgamates with the oppo- 
site disposition. That audacious philosophy which arro* 
gantly rejects the truths of revelation, because they are 
hostile to its reveries, or conversant with matters above its 
comprehension; and that paganizing theology which la- 
Ibours to bring them down to the standard of what it calls 
a rational Christianity, are here upon a level. They who 
controvert them, and they who dilute or fritter them away, 
are equally strangers to the subduing power which the a- 
postle Paul ascribes to the gospel of salvation, when ii 
"casts down imaginations, and every high thing that exalt« 
eth itself against the knowledge of God, and brings inta 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ*" 

But are you perfectly sure that they are the most high* 
minded men and independent thinkers, who refuse to take 
the station of a little child; but rather presume to judge 
of the soundness of every principle indisputably contained 
in the oracles of God, and of the propriety of every ordi«y 
nance enjoined by his' authority, before they can admit it 
«s a certain truth that be himself has spoken?— Are you 
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prepared to affirm that there is not much more of ignor- 
ance and presumption than of intelligence and dignity, in 
that affected superiority which professes to look down on 
all questions conversant about scriptural doctrines as things 
of little moment; and pities the weak credulity of him who 
believes a mystery; and despises the want of spirit in him 
who fulfills a precept? — Do you feel yourselves compelled 
to renounce your pretensions to every thing like liberal- 
ized and philosophic manhood, when you set yourselves to 
learn and obey as little children, in every thing that relates 
to the doctrines and duties of a christian? — Is it really "an 
hard saying'' which Jesus Christ has uttered. 

We are always happiest when it is our lot to rear the 
standard of the cross, ''as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness," for attendant multitudes to look to and be 
healed, without calling in question the reality or the suit- 
ableness of heaven's own institutions* It is joy, it is bles- 
sedness which no earth-born thoughts can equal, when 
such immortals seat themselves in the sanctuary of God, 
that, with the simplicity of little children, they may leam 
and do his willj and when every eye and every movement 
seem to indicate that all hearts are labouring with one in- 
quiry, 'O, will he, 'Kill he save me?' — But next to the joy 
of soothing and thrilling such perturbed spirits, by unfold- 
ing for their help, in all its tenderness and brightness, "the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God," and of leading them, 
all anxious and helpless as they are, to that merciful Re- 
deemer who casts none away, — next to that most loved of 
all employments we feel happy in vindicating from unmer- 
ited aspersions the soundness of their discretion and the 
• dignity of their procedure in submitting like children to 
tbe guidance of the Most High. And we feel happy ia 

F 
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toaking it out to sel^stjled phitosophers, and self-admiriog 
wltliDgs, that in. ridiculing or denouncing the doctrines of 
the bible, they are presuming upon points which they do 
not understand. 

Nor is it hard to vindicate the submission of a christiani 
when he bows like an infant to the precepts of his religion; 
for it is^to none but Jehovah, God of Hosts, that he sub- 
mits unreservedly his understanding and his ways. Should 
man — weak man— undervahie him on this account, and 
stigmatize as folly the lessons gathered from the page of 
inspiration, the bible scholar will have learned enough of 
God and of the ways of God to put down tiie rude assiail- 
ant. Before him he need not stand ia the guise of simple 
infancy, but with arch-angelic port, while he triumpantly 

4c — . asserts eternal providence^ 

^' And justifies the ways of God with meru*^ 

It is our aim to accomplish both these objects in the present . 
courses We would lead you if possible to some distinct 
apprehension of that august and awful being "in the pre-* 
sence of whose glory" happy spirits bow; that thus "be- 
holding," however faintly, "the glory of the Lord," you 
may be "changed -into the same image from glory to glo- 
ry," and learn to cherish more abiding sentiments than 
those to which the host of Israel gave a momentary enter- . 
tainment, when they beheld his glory, and heard the voice 
of his thunders, and saw his lightnings glance, amid the 
smouldering clouds that swathed the peak of Horeb. — But 
we would do more than lead you to form that resolution 
which as with one mouth was^ announced by the congrega- 
tion of the Lord: "all that the-Lord our God hath spoken 
we will do." We would not be content with witnessing 
your compliance with that leading requisition: ^Hhis is the 
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work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.'' 
We would have yon prepared at all points to "give a rea* 
son of" the faith^ as well as "hope that is in you," by mak- 
ing it out that the scriptures are worthy of all acceptation 
as a record of God's providence, and as a rule of faith and 
life; and that whatever they record of God and his ways, 
is consistent with his character and worthy of his suprema- 
cy, notwithstanding the objections so often and confident- 
ly urged. 

And even now, though we have but just commenced our 
attempt to unfold to you the God of the bible, and though 
in one discourse no more has been effected than a feeble 
delineation of one of his high attributes, yet from this ele- 
vation, the first to which you have attained, shrouded as 
it is in clouds and darkness, you may trace very distinct- 
ly the bearing and connexion of many of those principles 
which confound the understandings of such as do not real- 
ize ^e "omnipresent Crod." 

Tou recollect the view of the omnipresence of the Deity 
with which we endeavoured to impress you. God does ncrt 
exist In a corporeal form: nor is he diffused through space, 
as^ any subtil, but still material substance might be spread 
abroad. He is a spirit; and he is every where. To eve- 
ry point of space, and to every created thing, he is inti- 
mately and wholly present, as if that point were immensi- 
ty, and that single object the whde of his creation. Spa- 
tes and magnitudes have no relation to him. An atom is 
as the universe, and the universe as an atom: for all things 
subsist in his inmiensity, and they are "naked and open be- 
fore him." He is, therefore, "not far from every one of 
«s." If you "ascend up into heaven," he is there. If you 
^ake your bed in bell," he is there* If you **take the 
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wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea," even there shall his hand lead you, and his right 
band shall hold you. He is really^ immediatelt/^ and TohoUtf 
present in every place: "the heaven and heaven of heav- 
ens cannot contain him." But he is not merely present, as 
the spectator of all that is and of all that is done; All 
things "live and move and have their being" in him. The 
same energy that produced, upholds them in existence \ * 
and apart from him they would instantly cease to be. 

This is the scriptural representation of onmipresence* 
We did not attempt to explain it to you. We dare not at-^ 
tempt it. We rest satisfied with putting it beyond the 
possibility of doubt that this is the scriptural account. And 
you — without pretending to comprehend the thing at all — 
at once recognize Jibe description as appropriate, and ad* 
mit that it is the only appropriate delineation of an Infinite 
Being. Then, we would say to you, 

I. If God is every where', and if all things subsist inhim,' 
what becomes of the fashionable objection to the scriptures 
that they reveal many things which no creature can com- 
prehend; and that as a wise being would not take that 
mode of instructing his creatures, the scriptures evince 
themselves not be of God ? — 

To this notion we will oppose the doctrine of our text, 
the doctrine of God's omnipresence. Philosophy never 
discovered it. While "darkness yet covered the earth," 
the schools of philosophy never revolved the thought of an 
omnipresent being. All, with them, was local, limited, 
and in every sense material. Even spirit^ as they called 
it, was but attenuated matter. But the moment that rev- 
elation brought the truth to light, it was admitted and in- 
corporated into every system that could advance any pre* 
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tensions to common sense or science. Within the bounds 
of Christendom no system is inculcated which involves a 
difierent construction of the presence of the Deity; and 
there is no philosopher, however antichristian, who would 
not blush to utter any other sentiment. Though then the 
idea be purely of revelation, yet none but pagans, or such be- 
ings as cherish the ignorance of pagans without being en* 
titled to plead the same apology, ever think of admitting 
any other conception. The thing is true: it has the sanc- 
tion of common sense, however inscrutable it be. — T%en, 
we again repeat it, what becomes of the objection so often 
leveled at the scriptures, on the ground that they reveal 
things utterly incomprehensible? God is incomprehensi- 
ble; yet they have revealed htm^ — revealed him to many 
nations ^'who had changed the glory of the incorruptible 
God, into $ui image made like unto corruptible man.^' His 
ODonipresence is incomprehensible; yet they have reveal- 
ed that, and made it the ground of many an awful warn- 
ing and salutary hope. His power is incomprehensible; 
yet they have revealed that, and point you to the whole u- 
niverse as the witness of its extent. 

The assumption that because the scriptures reveal 
things incomprehensible, they cannot be of God, appears 
to rest on one of two grounds; both of which are equally 
untenable. It supposes either that nothing can exist which 
is above human comprehension ; and therefore that the re- 
velation of such existences proves the falsity of the record: 
Or it assumes that it can be of no use to us to be informed 
of the existence of things incomprehensible ; and that there- 
fore the attempt to reveal them proves the folly of him who 
makes it. 

Need we say to you that both these positions ate utter- 
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\y false? , You will admit nothing to be credible that yoti 
Cannot comprehend! Will you then believe in God? that 
he sees jou? that he hears you? that he made you? that 
he upholds you? ^Will you believe in your own exist- 
ence? that you see? that you bear? that you stretch forth 

your hands at will? ^Will you believe in the existence, 

or in the operations of any other creature?— -^What if 
spirit? what is matter? how do they exist? on what prin- 
ciple do they put forth their energies? God — God only 

can tell. He made all things: he upholds all things: be 
comprehends them fully: and in this, as in every other rexh 
pect, he stands alone. We neither comprehend him, nor 
ourselves, nor any thing that exists. Some facts we have 
been taught in relation to him: some facts with respect to 
ourselves we fully know: some facts are obvious in rela« 
tion to things around us. But all that we can gather a- 
mounts to no more than faint notices of existence — a mul- 
titude of existences — unsearchable in their nature, and un* 
learchable in their operations. 

All things live in God ; all things are of God ; all things 
bear the stamp of his inscrutable counsels and omnific 
hand: and there lives not, there exists not, within the cir- 
cuit of creation, a thing so mean or simple as would not 
dash the intellect of the mightiest seraph, had he the folly 
to aspire at comprehending its existence. It is wisdom to 
discern the limits of a creature's knowledge ; and that man 
gives the strongest evidence of the extent to which his in- 
dustry has carried his researches, and of the ability and 
discretion with which he has conducted them, who has 
learned to regard the discovery of every new fact as the dis- 
covery of a new wonder which he cannot fathom 5 and 
when the suia of bis attainments has just served to teach 
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him that all our knowledge is the knowledge of things nn« 
learcbable, and that the amount of what we do know, com- 
pared with that which is inscrutable, is as a drop of watet 
to the mighty ocean. It was the adoption of this princi-' 
pie, that nothing is- credible which we cannot comprehend, 
which rendered atheism so prevalent in the schools of an- 
tiquity. Attempting to reason on the nature and necessi- 
ty of a first cause, they speedily found themselves beyond 
their depth. From a situation so perilous to the interests 
of seliPspfficiency they retreated with all haste: And saga- 
ciously concluding that nothing could be, which eluded 
fteir penetration, they infered that there could of course 
be no first cause: all things came by chance; or (by 
chance !) they were eternally in their present situation* 
Need we say to you that the same assumption might just 
as reasonably have lead them to doubt of every thing? In 
&ct it did so. The more consistent among them carried 
out their principle. They sought to study themselves, to 
comprehend the whole creation: and at the very first step 
they met a gulf impassible. They were a mystery to them* 
selves: all creation was a mystery: mind was incompre- 
hensible: Inatter was incomprehensible! and all antiquity 
boasts the profundity of the men — the philosophers — the 
whole schools and setsof philosophers who not only called 
in question the reality of every thing around them, and ol^ 
every act which they saw; but questioned their own exist- 
ence! and of course, we should presume, the existence of 
their own fond theory! 

Many of the modems who arrogate to themselves the ti^ 
tie of philosophers, arrive at the same goal by a route which 
has the semblance of greater plausibility and incompara* 
bly greater learning, but possesses, ui fact, far less of tho 
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merit of consistency than that to which we have been ad- 
verting. They profess by (he aid of chemistry and phy- 
sics, of mathematics and metaphpics, to have arrived at 
the first principles and ultimate causes of all things, and 
have thus discovered that all things can exist and move 
on, and how they exist .and move on, without the interven- 
tion of any foreign cause* Of course there is none ! there 
is no God ! they have penetrated to the very bottom of 
things ; and they have discovered none. Have they so? 
And what then is matter? And what is mindt And what 
are those g^and principles which we call the laws of mat- 
ter? And in what consists the energies of mind ? They arc 
mistaken. They can account for nothing. The few laws 
of being which they have traced, the few facts which they 
have discovered, leave the main secret of all existences as 
much in the dark as ever. What enstamped these lawi 
On being? whence the connexion among the facts which 
they have traced? On what principle is it that the most 
i-emote of their facts has place? The chemist who boasts 
his success in producing or dissolving the union of varijboi 
bodies, may account in his own way for every change, fey 
talking about affinities more or less strong; but Ife deceives 
himself and others with the technicalities of ignorance. 
In what these same affinities consist; whence they arise; 
and wherefore they exist at all, he is as unable to discov- 
er to you as the veriest infant. He knows barely the fact 
p of their existence. That with him is every thing. But 
the difficulty, the mystery, is, that they exist at all. — The 
mechanical philosopher too may boast his discovery of the 
laws that control the movements of all matter; and there* 
fore infer that he can do without a God. But whence 
Ui^se precise laws by which matter U regulated? What 
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is gravitation? whence does it arise? how does it operate? 
A child could tell you as readily as he !— We need not 
continue this illustration. The' skeptics who doubted of 
the existence of every thing were by far the most consist- 
ent atheists: and they shewed themselves most learned! 
Their survey embraced many facts; for not one of which 
they were able to account. He who knows of nothing 
which he cannot fully comprehend, must indeed know but 
very littlel Who then is the philosopher — the lover of wis- 
dom — ^properly so called? Who displays the soundest mind 
and the greatest intelligence? He who scouts the truths of 
revelation, because many things are revealed which are 
too high to be understood? Or heVho, taking measure of 
his faculties by a just acquaintance with the proper objects 
and necessary limits of human knowledge, makes no ob- 
jection U> the credibility of a statement, merely because it 
embraces subjects which his mind cannot grasp ; but de- 
voutly adopts it, on the strength of the testimony, provided 
J[hat testimony be unexceptionable in its kind? 

But we said there is another aspect in which men often 
view this matter. They say God is too wise to reveal 
things incomprehensible ; and as the scriptures speak of 
such things, tliey cannot be from Eim. — Is this a sound as- 
ftunxption'' Is it common sense? We appeal to the consid- 
erations just nx)w stated on another ground. You know 
nothing of the ultimate laws of physics. You cannot tell 
how matter acts on matter, in contact or at a vast remove. 
But is your knowledge of the facts of no use to you? Can- 
not the chemist combine and decompose, although his 
shattering about affinities discloses nothing but his learned 
ignorance. Do not you avail you of the law of gravitation 

to millions of valuable purposes, because you know tb^ 
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fact that matter tends to matter, although you know noth- 
ing of the principle on whkh it does so? Do you not em- 
ploy the powers of your bodies and the faculties of your 
minds; and do they not subserve to you all the purposes 
of rational, imraoHaland accountable creatures; although 
you know almost nothing of yourselves? If the former ob- 
jection leads to universal skepticism, tliis would sink us 
in universal slothfulness. W^ should attempt nothing — 
literalFy nothing, if we refused to avail us of the knowl- 
edge of facts, unless we could thoroughly sift and compre- 
hend them. — Let the bible speak! Let my text speak T 
"Hcav.en and the heaven of heavens cannot contain" the 
Most High: He is here: He is every where. You can- 
not comprehend this. The idea of omnipresence €on» 
founds you. But is it therefore a useless idea? Does the 
revelation of it from on high subserve no valuable purpose? 
What binds the. conscience to the eternal throne, but the 
thought that God is every where? What leads the oppress- 
ed or the afflicted to his mercy seat, but the belief that he 
is near, "a very present help in trouble?" What rescue* 
defenceless millions from the grasp of the powerful, the 
unjust or the unmerciful, but tlie awe-inspiring thought 
that God would be the witness, and very possibly the aven- 
ger of their multiplied enormities? 

Let our text, then, fellow mortals, teach you a very 
plain but very important lesson, in relation to your recep- 
tion of this book of God. As you do not reject the doc- 
trine of the omnipresence of the Deity, because you can- 
not comprehend it. And as you admit that the knowledge 
of the doctrine is of incalculable importance, both for the 
promotion of piety and for the restraint of vice^ learn to 
reflect that there may be many ptl^er tbin{|^s ^b^ut t^e J^^ir 
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ty, and about the modes of bis procedure which lie equal- 
ly beyond the grasp of your feeble understandings, but 
which nevertheless it may be proper ^nd even indispensa- 
bly necessary that jou should know. • Remember too that 
you are not the proper.judges of the utility or inutility of 
the -truths of revelation. They may have ten thousand 
uses of which you are not now apprized, and which will 
•unfold themselves one by one, as your knowledge of God 
•and of his Christ and of his bible increases. They may 
have other bearings too which you inconsiderately over- 
iookj while you are in the very act of profiting by theqi. 
But above all things remember, that you are not judges a- 
tout questions of credibility and incredibility, when God 
himself, his counsels and his ways are the subjects of rev- 
elation. If God be incomprehensible, if his understand- 
ing is infinite, and if all things live in him, so that his en- 
^ergies uphold an,d control and direct them, it is great folly 
in you to pronounce judgment on his word and ways, as if 
his thoughts were as your thoughts and "his ways as your 
ways, and he himself a being altogether like yourselves. 
You cannot be judges of what is credible concenjing htm, 
unless you know him perfectly. You cannot determine 
what it is proper for him to do or not to do, or pronounc6 
-concerning the utility of his intervention, tinless you thor- 
oughly comprehend his plans, and discern ti)e bearing of 
his interposition. You must loarn to feke his own word 
for these things. The evidence that it is his word lies iii 
^juite different channels. The bible is, at Jeast principal* 
ly, a record of facts. The testimony which establishes 
the authenticity of the record is ample and unexceptiona- 
ble. If you can object on this score, do so. But ©ever 
tbiBk of objectiftg to the authenticity of scripture, because 
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5t gives you views of God and of his ways which do not 
comport with the views that you would yourself have giv- 
en. You know nothing of him, the world knows nothing of 
him, but by revelation. It is the grand object, notonly of 
the bible, but of the plan of redemption made known 
through the bible, to reveal him as he is — to unfold and 
illustrate his character and his ways to the whole intelli- 
gent universe. Is it not therefore very absurd, not to say 
impious, to sever these various displays which he has made 
of himself; — to adopt a part of revelation ; to admit that 
he is Almighty, all- wise, merciful and just; and then to 
sit in judgment on other exhibitions, or on other features 
of his character, and to deny that they are worthy of God t 
You object, for example, to portions of bible history: you 
object toj^one or another intervention of his providence; 
and you do so upon the ground that you are a judge of 
propriety where God himself is the actor! Miserable rep- 
tile! do you know of whom you speak? Are you in pos- 
session of all the circumstances which shaped his conduct 
in the case? Do you know the actual state of those on wbont 
he poured his judgments? or the objects to be accomplish- 
ed by the instrumentality of those in whom he shewed 
his mercy? You object too to the plan of redemption, as 
being unworthy of God, and needless in itself. Rather 
learn from that plan the amazing depths of the Divine con, 
descension: the awful severity of eternal justice: the un- 
bending character of undivided sovereignty: the immuta- 
bility of God's law: the glory of his faithfulness: the re- 
sources of his wisdom: the power of his arm. See if mer- 
cy shewn to mortals, and at such a cost, may not teach 
you something of th6 character of God, which otherwise 
you hj[id never known. Or, if you are unable to read emy 
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of these lessons, ask yourself if you are fully in possession 
of the case. Inquire whether other lessons may not he 
taught to other heings by the mystery of "God made 
manifest in the flesh.'* And remember while you do so 
ihat God whose plan it purports to be is not limited like 
you are in objects and in views. Immensity is the space 
over which his line is stretched, and tlie light of long etei> 
nity is to shew the bearings of his works. 

And you object too that there should be mystery in the 
mode of the Divine existence: that Father, Son and Spirit 
should be the one Jehovah, appears unreasonable, for you 
cannot comprehend it. Then object to the doctrine of 
my textl discard God's omnipresence! for you cannot 
comprehend it. Disbelieve your own existence! disbe- 
lieve every thing ! for there is nothing which you cun com- 
prehend. But suppose the thing true; as there are doubt- 
less many things true which you can never fathom. Could 
you comprehend it, if it were true? Certainly not. Then 
youi; inability to comprehend it is no proof that it is not 
true. Your inability to comprehend it is no proof of its 
inutility as a part of revelation: for remember it is the 
foundation of the plan of grace; the sole foundation of 
your hope for immortality. If that be not true, you are 
deceived when you think of an omnipresent Saviour, or of 
the omnipresent Spirit of his grace ; and the redemption of 
the one, and the sanctification of the other, notwithstand- 
ing all the importance which you are taught in scripture 
to attach to them, are but idle dreams. 

In one word: beware of the seductions of tho^eselfstyl- 
«d rational, but certainly most irrational and unphiloso- 
phical theologians, who profess to meet with nothing unfa^ 
thosiable in scripture; and decry the notion of mystn^ries 
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as the cant of fools and bigots. They are learned, ttiey 
are rational^ they are liberaM they will neither themselves 
admit, nor require others to believe any thing which their 
minds cannot fully comprehend. And thus by dexterous 
and glozing appeals to the vanity and self-sufficiency of 
the little glow-worms around them, they affect many migh- 
ty objects. What those objects are — it matters not — "A 
companion of fools shall be destroyed." But how do they 
establish their claim to rationality? aild what ^s the foan< 
dation of these obtrusive pretensions to liberality? The ra- 
tionality stands confessed in that singular success with 
which they have aspired to comprehend the Deity, while 
ordinary mortals cannot comprehend themselves, nor the 
jneanest of God's works. But of course much must be re* 
jected, which no creature can comprehend. There ia no 
trinity of persons in the essence of the Deity; for they can- 
not comprehend it. There is no incarnation of the Son of 
God in the person of Messiah; for they cannot compre- 
hend it. There is no such thing as the operation of the 
Holy Spirit in the hearts of sinful men; for they cannot 
comprehend it. And a thousand other things of which 
the scriptures speak familiarly are rejected by these ra- 
tional and independent thinkers, for they cannot compre- 
hend them. Behold then a broad foundation for the lib« 
erality of which we spoke! Divest the scriptures of all 
mystery, and you divest Christianity of its distinguishing 
attributes. The bible teaches nothing but what creation 
teaches, what all creation learns. "The stars in their 
courses" speak the same thoughts as the prophets in their 
writings: and of course say the same things to devils and 
to men. But the stars hate never told us of God manifest 
in the flesh : for iiiey spoke as they now speak, befora ow 
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Bf^ture fell. The stars. h,ave never giveji any assurance 
to the nations that "the Wood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin." The stars have never hinted, what the 45crip- 
tures say so plainly, "believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved*" Of course none of these articles en- 
ter into the creed of stellar Christianity. "No man is sav- 
ed by proxy," is said to be their lesson. Behold then, we 
repeat it, a broad foundation for liberality! strike out from 
the blessed gospels what man cannot fathom, and what na- 
ture does not teach, and all men and all religions become 
pretty much alike. The most errant miscreauft may be 
called a christian, if he dwells in christian lands; as the 
most brutal monster may be called a pagan If he reside in 
pagan climesv Every man is soothed with the hope of 
immortality, though he take not up his cross and follow 
Jesus Christ. Every man is liberal, who has the boldness 
and impiety to relax the obligations of the law of God.— • 
precious hope! O glorious fruit of deliverance from all 
mystery! People of every character, nations "of every 
hope," may rest in peace with Socrates, that mighty "man 
of God," that martyr for God's unity, who gave command- 
ment with his dying breath that a chicken should be sac- 
rificed to the God ^scul^pius, and thus perished with the 
stain of the most gross idolatry, or, if he knew better, of th& 
most abandoned hypocrisy, yet moist upon his lips. God, 
the God of truth has said it, that all who worship graven 
images shall be confounded. The "omnipresent" Deity 
has said it, "the wicked shall be turned into hell, with alL 
the nations that forget God." But he too seems fond of 
my steries. He has filled creation with them. Rational 
theologians, liberal minded men, have better news to tell 
us« Let them then adiB^it tb^t th^r« i< ^t h^t QW%ins 
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incomprehensible, — their stupendous assurance in usurp, 
ing the name of christians! From such intelligible Chris- 
tianity the good Lord deliver us!! 

But we have other and far more interesting reflections 
fo offer joh. in relation to this great truth. 

IL God is every where: all things live and move in him* 
Will not this consideration put to silence the objections 
so often marshaled against the doctrine of a particular pro- » 
vidence? You repeatedly hear it said that man, and the . 
afiairs of our little world, are by far too insignificant to 
occupy or even attract the attention of so august a B^ 
ing. Let him wield worlds, say they: let him guide the 
hosts of heaven: let him muster and control the elements , 
of nature: let him dispense his blessings to the nations, bjr^ 
sending "rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons:" and let 
him interpose to punish or destroy whole continents at a 
swoop. These would be magnificent manifestations of his 
providence. But in little matters let nature operate ac- 
cording to her established laws. That God should Stoop 
to every individual; that he should take care of reptiles, 
that his agency should be interposed to deck "the lilies of 
the field," — these are ideas too degrading to be admitted 
for a moment. — And we have known some who, with great- . 
er boldness, and certainly with equal consistency, carried 
out these magnificent conceptions, as they supposed them. 
They would not admit that God exerts any influence over 
the movements or destinies of the visible creation. And 
they hav« pointed, with triumph, to the workmanship of 
man. Even h.e can shape his mechanism to move without 
his interference. By weights, or springs, or other mov- 
ing causes, he can put into operation many a machine, 
then leave it to go on without his further ca^re* And if 
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man can do such things, to an extent however limited, 
may not God, who is Almighty, so adjust the powers and 
frame the laws of nature as to vet his worlds afloat, then 
ieave them to themselves? 

It might be sufficient to reply to the first class of object- 
ors, that their conception of what is dignified and becom- 
ing in their Creator, can be correct only upon the zissump* 
tioa that he is as vain and unfeeling as themselves* It is 
your little minds that think little things beneath theml 
God who framed creation, and peopled it with innumera- 
ble beings so dependent and so exquisitely susceptible of 
'^pleasure and of pain — what would he be if he took no fur- 
ther notice of them? Dignified you say. Yes, dignijkd in- 
deed. — And your mechanical philosopher might be re- 
quired to tell us what the ingenuity of man had to do with 
jMie essetice of that matter which he shaped into springs 
and pullies, ox with the gravity or elasticity that consti- 
tute the moving principle. He does not uphold mattei; 
by the word of his power, or by the sleight of his hand ; 
he communicated to it no part of the laws by which it 
moves. In God every atom of that machine has its being. 
His power sustains it, his energies still impress the laws 
of matter on it: therefore it exists and moves obedient to 
those laws. But prove to me that he docs not "uphold" 
affhe at first created "all things byjhe word of his power:" 
prove that one atom, or that the universe could exist a mo- 
ment, if his hand were withdrawn from either: prove that 
matter is susceptible of receiving and retaining any quali- 
ty or tendency, apart from his immediate and all-control- 
ing energies: and then you will have quoted a case iu 
point. But if all things "move in God," as the scriptures 

say th^y doj if all things are **upheld by the word of his 
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power," ad the scriptures say they are ; it is absurd to talk 
df worlds floating round without bis care, and of bounti- 
Ail nature per&nning hef owu functions, according to fix- 
ed laws, and independently of him* 

But this question is entitled to nsore intimate attention, 
it cannot have escaped the notice of any well informed and 
observant mind that the. objections leveled against scrip- 
tural doctrines generally, and against the doctrine of all 
all-directing providence in particular, and declaredly foQiid« 
cd upon a sense of the propriety and fitness of things, — 
it cannot, we say, have escaped the notice of such minds 
as we have named, that these objections are bottomed up- 
on a sophism the most gross and flagrant.. Men do not 
take the God of the bible, as he is there dielineated, and 
examine the fitness of the principles and purposes and 
procedure imputed to him in scripture,, with a refereuct^ 
to that delineation of himself. But they assuine that tliey 
know his character, and comprehend his nature, sufficient- 
ly, by the lights of their own intelligence. They frame 
to themselves a creature of the fancy: they divest this fig^ 
ment of many of the most important features of the Deitji 
or rather they are ignorant that such features are any 
where imputed to him: and then, they apply to this muti- 
lated image, the characters and agencies which the scrip. 
tures ascribe to God. Is it any wonder that they find them 
most unsuitable! Is it strange to bear them say, I disbelieve 
in God's providence, for it is irreconcileable with his char- 
acter! I discard the doctrine of redemption, for it is irre- 
concileable with my ideas of his supremacy and benignity! 
I give to the winds an hundred other scriptural dogmas; 
their propriety or their usefulness I cannot comprehend. 
What God? Whose character? Whos^ supremacy ? Whos^ 
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henigtAtyi — ^Not ihe God of the bib lei for surely if he be 
everj where, and all thiogs live ia him ; a particular prov- 
idence is not unsuitable to bis character* Not the God of 
the bible! for if he be invariably just, immutably true and 
unatterably merciful; the redemption -of the cross may 
well be attributed to him. Not the God of the bible! for 
if his principles and feelings and purposes and whole char- 
acter be well and truly depicted in the scriptures, they do 
not state one thing which is unsuitable to him! May not 
every one see that it ia not Jehovah, the God of the bible, 
to whom men ascribe those attributes and agencies which 
Hiey&nd so very inapplicable!! At whose door, then, lies 
the charge of inconsistency? Let them correct their appre- 
hensions of the Deity himself Let them know him; and 
then tell ns if the bible makes one statement irreconcil- 
eable wiA the chafacter of the bible God. 

It is -no new device to disrobe the Deity of the glory of 
his onmipresence, to think of him like the pagans thought 
of their great Jupiter,---as *& being all human, except in 
the greatness of his qualities; a being who sat removed at 
di distance firom his creatures, and could fix or withdraw 
his attention at wUL ^^Is not God, in the -height of heav- 
en? and behold the height of the stars, how high they aret 
How doth God know? can be judge through the dark 
cloud? Thick clouds are a covering to him that he scelh 
not, and he walketh in the circuit of heaven." Thus men 
often talk, said that Eliphaz of Teman who came to 
share the sorrows of the 'Suffering Job. So, it seems, they 
chattered during the age before the flood. '^Hast thou 
marked," he continues, Hhe old way which wicked men 
liave trodden; which were cut down out of time; whose 
foundation was overthrown with a flood ; which said unto 
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God depart from us; and what can the Almighty do for 
them?" Yet he saw them! The ^*dark cloud wad no shelter 
from his judgments. Thej learned that-be was not con- 
fined to ^4he circnit of heaven," when his cataracts cat 
them down, and the fountains of the great deep overthrew 
their strong foundations. 

You too may very consistently deny a particular proT- 
idence, and scout the ideas of danger and of dependence,. 
If you suppose that God only ^^walketh in the circuit of 
heaven," and infer that he cannot ^^judge through the dark 
cloud." If God be such a being, the doctrine of a partic- 
ular providence would indeed rather seem to be irrecon- 
cileable with his station. To inspect ievery thing, to con- 
trol every thing, would truly be an occupation rather la*i 
borious than dignified. But what have these dreams to 
do with him of whom we speak, and whose providence we 
**assert?" Think of his onmi presence! "heaven and the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain himJ' Think of tht 
beautiful idea of the Apostle Paul! God is the great real- 
ity, the only independent existence. The same power that 
produced continues to uphold all other things in existence^ 
in him they have life, if living creatures; in him they 
move; in him they have their being. Could any opera- 
tion in nature, then proceed without his agency? could 
any law of creation be permanent unless his hand perma- 
nently impressed it? The universality of God's providence 
tlierefore follows necessarily from the fact that creation 
has no independent existence or activity. 

But another view of this subject may be taken. If God 
be oinnipresent ; if all ma^^nitudes, all distances, all that 
marks proportion among the creatures of his hand, be an- 
nihilated before him, then it is folly to talk of his control- 
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iag suns and systenu, while he leaves sparks and atoms to 
be ruled by accident. He doubtless discerns proportions^ 
even more accurately than you can; but he is not like you 
affected by them. That atom moves in the bosom of his 
immensity, and a world can do no more. ' With him it is 
the same to wield an atom or the universe. And when 
you take into the account that no multiplicity distracts 
his attention or divides his thought, you may well conclude 
that every thing he formed, and still upholds by his om- 
nipotence, he will likewise direct to the end for which he 
made it. • 

^ Why then should you doubt the truth — I know you can 
feel tihe tendeme8s-*-of that delightful assurance given us 
by the Saviour? God fosters every bladd of grass; God 
dieds its beauty over every flower of the field; God hears 
the young ravens when they cry to him for food ; God sym- 
pathises with the sparrow when it falls to the ground; 
God takes notice when one of your hairs is loosened from 
its seat. Creation's former! Creation's fosterer! Creation's 
idearest friend ! He made it, and he loves it. He made it, 
and he fosters it. He made it a necessary dependent on 
himself, and he never can forget its dependent situation* 
A world floats yonder among the stars of God: its crbwd« 
ed popolettion cannot guide it in its track, nor ward off 
the shock of any whirling comet. Dependent creatures, 
yon are not left defenceless. God is present with you to 
protect your habitatieuv He made it, and he made those 
comets that endanger it. On them too he rides; he will 
keep them in their path; '%r that his arm is strong not 
one of them shall fail."-^And yonder bird that floats upon 
the bosom of the air: that is his creature too, and he its 
whole dependence. Simple little thing, it knows not its 
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benefactor; but it is the thing he made, it is not hesemdi 
bis care; and though it be bat a sparrow, when its little 
heart begins to throb, when its wing begins to £ul, that 
fparrow's Either will not be regardless. He, perhaps, of 
all the universe, is its only friend. Carry then this lesM^l 
bome with you: You only degrade the Deity, when jam 
<Brect yourself into a standard by which to try the scriptural 
account of his attributes and ways. Recollect that if his 
agency lies concealed behind aix host of second causes, if; 
only proves that he does.no violence to the constitutioi^ 
he has established. But he marshals those causes; b|i 
aupreme intelligence points the laws of nature to the fid^ 
filment of his will. • Recollect too, that if many thingp 
which take place seem inreconcileable with this idea of (b> 
divine appointment, theiie is good reason why it should b# < 
so. It is a world of m and rebellion in which you livB| 
and all creation shares ip ttie degradation and punishment 
of him who received the appointment of creation^s Lord* 
Account for them as you will, the melancholy facts exisL 
How then are they irreconcileable with a belief in provi- 
dence ! 

III. Finally, let the omnipresence of the Deity be fo- 
garded as the grand consideration for enforcing all Uie du- 
ties of morality and religion. How great,. how wondef- 
ful is God! ^'the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot coth 
tain him.^ What an atoin^ what a shadow is each one of 
you! What a feeble thing tiiis unilrerse, which exists only 
in God ! He upholds it in being: were he to withdraw that 
power which props existence, in an instant all would dicH 
appear; and God — God alone, .God the great reality^ 
would remainJ Mortals ! you whose breath is in his hand! 
you whose functions and whose very beiog would vanish 
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Cke a dream, were his hand to let you go! are you not as* 
tonisbed, are you not confounded at the folly and wicked* 
ness of your own hearts? God upholds you, and you over* 
look your dependence on him! In him, only in him, you 
have life and breath and being; and your whole conduct 
shews how little you venerate his character, or regard 
your obligations to him! Did we say you neglect God? 
Did we say you do not venerate him? Why that were in- 
nocence, that were glory, compared with what the best of 
you have done! It is he who still keeps up the little lamp 
af your intelligence : and how often have you insulted him 
by trimming that feeble thing, and then opposing it to the 
blaze of heaven's own light; as if your lamp could quench 
the lustre of the ray divine, and persuade your purblind 
iellows that you were quite sufficient to give the nations 
day! How often have you abused, nay, prostituted your 
reason, in attempting to make void the messages of his mer- 
cy and the holines£ of his law, made known for your^salva* 
tion! — You "five and move" in him, and the whole ener- 
gies of your nature, which he feeds from his own life, you 
have wantonly and wickedly and remorsely put forth a- 
|ainst the throne and monarchy of God, while you did the 
very thing which he prohibits your attempting, and did it 
before his face! It is because he never leaves you, that 
you can stretch forth your hands, that you can use your 
feet; and while God was in the act of maintaining life 
and motion, your hands have compassed wickedness, and 
your feet ran swiftly in the way of transgression. All 
creation likewise Kves in him; the beauty that decks and 
the plenty and variety that bless creation, are upheld by 
him* Only think how often you have perverted these I 
Kegardlejss of the usea tg which b^ desi^oat^s tb^oi^ ua^ 
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thankful for the privilege of being permitted to taste them, 
jou wrenched them, as it were, from the hand of the Al« 
mighty, and employed them in such ways as depraved youT 
own appetites, added fuel to your passions, and render- 
ed you more resolute in irreligion and impiety. Is not 
tins the history of every transgressor here? Yes, and it is 
the history of every apostate, be they men or devils, the 
universe abroad. In God all live and move. Every thing 
that they prostitute as incentives to impiety is upheld by 
him, and while he is thus sustaining them in life and 
breath and being, !hey strike like vipers at the hand that 
holds themit Take note then, if you can, of the heights 
and depths of sin! Say if it be a small thing to be a rebel 
against your maker: to outrage the power that produced 
and sustains those faculties which you pervert and those'- 
blessings which you abuse. See the omnipresent God! 
think how you are living in him, at the very moment when 
you disboey him! and then, when the conviction of your 
enormities flashes on ycrur conscience, let yonrs be the 
language of the humble Job: ^'I have heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee: where- 
fore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.'' 

Mortals! we have another charge to set in array against 
you! How oflen have we heard it suggested by some of 
you that you do not like to be addressed as if it were pre- 
sumed possible to force or frighten you into measures for 
securing your salvation. You are willing to be allured 
and persuaded in this matter; but yoiir spirits revolt at 
the idea of compulsion. Yoa are willing! Is this a fact? 
And how ofted have you listened to the salutations of Mes- 
siah's peace, soft and tender as the lutes of seraphim? 
and in the sight of the omnipr^sexnt God, how stands 
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^e case to-day ! How often have w$ oui^ely^s besieg- 
ed you with testimonials of th^ ^^viour^s ^ra$:e ani} 
goodness; while Jesus Christ has recorded hi$ own assur* 
f^nce that you have no helper but himself; and has sol* 
emnly addressed you by all your hopes of heaven and £eac$ 
of hell to fly to him without delay; and h$is declared wUl| 
all earnestness that if you can)e yog should in no wise be 
rejected; and haji plead with you and assured you that 
bis yoke is very easy and that h^ would make your burd^i^ 
Ugbt. And now before the omnijpresent God we ad^ you, 
ivbat is your state to-day ! 

Presumptuous mortals ! wiJJ yoi^ yenturp to prescribe 
tti.e terms or the tone in which the Most High shall dictate 
^e message of salvation? Behold the omnipresent God! 
You live in him: you move in him# Aud aider you hav)^ 
abused the goodness that upholds and the bounty that sup- 
plier you^ you deem it an indignity to be addressed io any 
terns but those wluch are calculated to flatter and allure* 
Is this the temper of a mortal or of a fiend? What ! whe9 
^'tjbe heavens are not clean in his sigjit, and he cbargetb 
his angels with folly: what! when he holds creation in his 
n^^sp, and all its glories fade before his brightness: must 
|[e too be c9.utious, — I do not say wben he taxes a punjF 
mortal with its offences, but when in surprising mercy h^ 
ojSfers to rescue it from iiQpending ruin — must he too be 
0utious lest be should tre^ too closely on the dignity o£ 
jQanboody and oficnd by plainness wben b^ might have suc^ 
(deeded by greater courtesy and caution! We cannot give 
an answer to such unheard of requisition* It confounds^ 
it stupifles us. But we can tell you one thing that maj 
pove useful if yoa will ponder it« Jf God be so great and 
you »o very little ; M^ be be in^epei^X^ ^d yp^ all 
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idependence, the bible appears in a light of the utmo^ 
consistency, when it states in the plainest and most author* 
itatiVe terms the will of God for your salvation. You 
must have observed the stubborn and unaccommodating 
character of all its communications. There is no anxious 
accommodation of its doctrines or directions to the tastes^ 
or prejudices, or passions of mankind. It unveils with e« 
qual plainness every feature in the character of God, wheth- 
or of an inviting or forbidding kind. Of his plans an4 
purposes and sovreignty it speaks, without manifesting Ae 
least deference for human wishes or opinions. And in all 
its requisitions, you see yourselves called upon to bow to 
his disposal, and to come up to his standard. There is no 
middle ground ; there is but the one alternative, obediencd 
or perdition. What then do you expect of the ministry of 
Jesus Christ? That they should deal softly with your prej- 
udices f that they should be tender of your feelings? that 
they should do homage to your intelligence? that they 
should flatter yourself-importance? — And all these for 
what purpose? Thftt puny mortals, creatures as guilty and 
polluted as they are weak, may be coaxed and flattered in- 
to an acceptance of salvation. Nothing too awful in the 
character of God must be shewn them: nothing too rigid 
in the requisitions of his law must be stated to them: 
nothing too unpalatable in the doctrines of Christianity 
i.e. in the principles of the divine government, must be 
laid before them: nothing that might reflect on their ig- 
norance or unworthiness must be suggested to them: Lest 
perhaps they should be disgusted with the preacher, and 
kick at the offers of salvation. God of onmipresence, hast 
thou witnessed these demands! Away! away! Atom a? 

thou art, thou art 9^ mkountsw of j»resujpptio% Inet pagast 



J^bilosophers make court to the pride and prej^idices of hu« 
manitj: Jet them cautiously and cunningly study the wish- 
es of their hearers, lest they lose their admirers and make 
.shipwreck of their fortunes. Let unprincipled sycophants, 
who usurp the titles of the christian ministry, conceal or 
dilute the doctrines of revelation, as suits the corruption 
of the audience and the base selfishness of the preacher* 
A christian must bow to the supremacy of heaven; and 
the man who really studies the interests of your salvation 
will simply declare *'the truth as it is in Jesus:" for to flat- 
ter is not to save you. In order to be saved, you must 
learn to bow to the supremacy of heaven. God is dictator^ 
it is a mortal's part to obey. We have nothing to do with 
modeling christian doctrine. We have no authority to 
accommodate the messages of mercy tp the exorbitant de- 
mandsi. of human presumption or perverseness. Here are 
the living oracles. Here is GoiPs statement of his plans 
and purposes. Here is his estimate of human character. 
fiow readest thou? We stand but as the messengers of Al- 
mighty God. God of omnipresence, thou heareat us, thou 
Vpholdest us, while we speak thy message! All these are 
upheld by thee while they hear thy message ! Shall thej 
dictate? shall we conform? — ^No. We have only tore-: 
peat the questions: "how readest thou?" what sayest 
thou? And then we leave the issues in the hand of God* 
If indeed you will humble yourselves in the presence of 
his glory, if you will come take up the cross, if you will 
come and wear his yoke, fellow sinners, fellow confess- 
ors, fellow labourers, be will hail your accession to the 
church of Christ; we will aid you; we will weep with 
jow ; we will rejoice with you ; we will l^ar with your 
Itifirmities, remembering that we also arc in the fl^sh, and 



"c6mt)a§§6i about tvlth manifold tefirmlties:^' xt6 Vi^lll 
*mitate the Savioili' ti^rho is 66 tender and gentle among hil 
iittle lambs, filit h^re \^e Stand, the ministers of Go<f, 
an* in his own immediate presence. We will never coitt- 
promit the dignity of his message, or veil the majesty of 
Bim ih \vhom you live, to flatter dr allure yoU. If a mof- 
tal will not bear th6 light of heaven's own truth, if the Sa- 
viour's voice iiiuist be modeled fo his liking: why let hiiA 
keep aloof froni the gentle lamb of God: but know that 
thou shalt nieet him rampant as a lion, in the day of God 
Almighty. 
^ But have #& lead you to this mountain, the omnipre- 
l^nce 6( the Deity, only to discover to you such a scene 
as once affrighted the whole camp of Israel, earthquake, 
and thunders and lightnings, and the voice of the trump- 
it sounding loud and long? Christians! cannot you teU 
^ both of consolation and bf safety Sowing from the senso- 
that Cod is every where! 

In afBictions does It not console you? For as all hearts 
tod all agencies arfe in his own hand, no evil can befafl 
you without his cognisance, Without his permission. It is 
in fact his own hand that leads you into these distress- 
es, that he may humble you and try you, and shew you 
what is in your own heart. And you know thathe is meN 
^iful and of very tender pity: "he aflHicteth not willingly, 
nor grieveth the children of men." 

in sickness does it not cheer you ? The Lord is ever nigh, 
^d in all your sickness he will smooth your bed. 

In difficultie;; does it not encourage you? You have ah 
Almighty friend at hand. "Cast thou tby burden on^the 
'Lord, and he will sustain it for thee." "In all thy ways 
^acknowledge him, and he will dixect thy paths." 



Ta ()^f8^Mt}(ms do«is it mot arm y6tit He **inft\ccB th6 

Wtath of man to praise hitri', and the remainder of wrath 
Ic will restrain.'' To hito yoti can lift your sappllCatioti, 
*Hlelivcr my *otil from the wieked, ^ich U thy sWord t from 
ttten, whith ate thy h^d, Jehovah:" And no creature 
may T^ithstsifad hitn if ante he issue his mandate, "touch 
tiotmine anointed, and do my prophets no h^irm.^ 

Amid dangers does it not embolden you? He led J6- 
seph like a dotk, he Conducted Israel through the howling 
l^ildemess: *4n all their affliction he was afflicted, and the 
tagel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity 
he redeemed th^m, and he hare them, and carried thedi 
all the days of old." He is here, he is every where, hfc 
Id ever ready to compass yoU with the shield of his salvit- 
<ion. 

In ybxir prayefs does it fiot animate you? Though you 
enter into your closet and pray in secret, your ("ather sees 
In secfet, and be can work his answer openly. You caia 
tie prostrate ^t his feet: you can almost entwine your 
tirms around him: you can pour out your heart with ea^ 
Itestness, \(rhen you feel that he is present. 

In your duties does it not quicken you? You rememhet 
19iat his eye Is on you: be sees the way you take: and as 
heaiven^S cherubim are faithful, as they do all his will with 
dieeffolness, and delight to promote his service under his 
tvrn benighant eye, you.too can feel the impulse of such a 
"QiHlling thought, and conduct in the very temper with 
which you are taught to pray "thy will be done on earth as 
it is done in heaven.'^ 

In temptations may it not preserve you? If you saw him 
*^ace to face,^ would you go aside from his commandments 
6Jr trample on his law? If you heard his awful voice, would 
you turn upon your heel and give audience to the tempt- 
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erf If in the secret chamber his mild persuasions or terrl^ 
ble wamiDgs greeted you,, would you transgress with the 
boldness and security of concealment? If a sudden glory 
shone around you at the midnight hour, would you feel de- 
termined as though wrapedup in the mantle of the night t 
Were you to discern his hand writing bitter things against 
you, on that wall were he now writing, or at any moment 
when you are outraging his law or his gospel, were you tcr 
6ee his hand inscribing ^'Mene, mene, tekel upharsin," who 
would not tremble? who would not desist? who would not 
humble them before that awful hand? Christians! he saw 
you yesterday ; Mortalsi he sees you every day; when yoa 
trample on his law, when you give audience to the tempter, 
when you adventure in any form on secret faults or on pre*- 
sumptuous sins. In the secret chamber he saw your crimen 
he is a present witness. Dark night bid nothing from 
him, ^^the darkness and the light are both alike to him.'' 
In his bible you hear his voice, the mildest persuasions audt 
warnings the most terrible. On its pages he has inscribed 

• 

^he destiny of the transgressor, Mene, mene tekel upbarsin^ 
Abuser of those blessings which bountiful providence has 
^subjected to thy control ! he has numbered, he has num- 
bered thy dominion over his creatures, and now he is about 
to bring it to an end. Vain mortal who hast set thyself 
against the supremacy of heaven! "thou art weighed in 
the balances and art found wanting." O you who trusted 
in diarkness or in secrecy^ like Babylon's proud monarch in 
high walls and brazen gates, upharsin, upharsin, has been 
Written on your destiny; your protections have been pros- 
trated, your strong bands have been sundered, your 
strength, your influence, is about to be divided among 
those who may more honestly andmorp worthily employ it^ 
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Christian! O Christian! will you subject yourself to this? 
shall others be selected to bear the standard of the crosst 
shall others be your successors in the apostleship of Christ, 
from which you, like Judas, by transgression fell) Nay, 
think of aQ the threatnings recorded in his word. Think 
how if you yield to the force of any temptation, God is pre- 
sent, and will see you ; present^ and his strong hand may 
forthwith fulfil his threatnings; present, and he ^respect-^ 
^ih no man's person.^ 

^ Fellow mortalsl ^There is none like unto the God of 
Jeshurun, who rideth upon tibe heayej^ in his people's 
help, and In his excellency upon, the sky.— Happy art 
thou, O Israel: who is like unto thee, O people, saved by 
Jehovah, the shield of thy help, aud who is the sword d 

tih^ c^c^eQC7«'W;4nen. 






J htm fiught a go^d fght, llm^Jimahed mgf c^m^ I hm 
kept the faith: Henceforth there is layt ^ipfor ^aifs a pro9f»f| 
^r^'oidng^ which the J^^ ihe rigkteom jy4gfi fhaHgvoe 

, me at that day; md f^of ip W pnly^buf fir^ i^lII ih(m ^ffif 
^ lov§ his G^^peoringf. ' % Tyfr lY. 7i 8t 

We have often admired tte do1>1q sipr^plipity of the le^ 
son which the Saviour, in a single seiiteoce^ conveyed t9 
his disciples, upon their return from a nrussion among tti6 
villages of Judea. They had been sent forth with a direct 
tion to proclaim to all Israel that the kingdom of Grod was 
come: and, in order to secure the greater attention to that 
message, the power of working miracles had been liberally 
dispensed to them. We are not informed what reception 
was given to their great message; but in the exhibition of 
their credentials they -were abundantly successful. How 
ever coldly the multitudes may have listened to the in- 
junction, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" 
they gave large tribute of attention to the persons of tliese 
wonder working messengers of God. 

The disciples themselves appear to have been elated 
with the possession of such powers; and returning to the 
Saviour, they cried out with eager joy, "Lord even the 
devils are subject to us through thy name." But he man- 
ifested no feeling responsive lo their gladness, "Rejoice 
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not" he replied — "in this rejoice not, that the spirits are 
subject to you ; hut rather rejoice because your names are 
written in heaven." How singular, and yet how just, was 
the answer of Jesus Christ! 'The honors of a prophet or of 
a minister of God are at best of a doubtful character. Ba- 
laanr), and perhaps others of the old testament prophets, 
who had "heard the words of God, and seen the vision of 
the Almighty," nevertheless perished in their sins: and 
we have the Saviour's own word for it, that, cf new testa- 
ment ministers, "many," in addition to the false-hearted 
Iscariot, shall be compelled to depart with the workers of 
iniquity, though they "have prophesied in his name, and 
cast out devils, and in his name done many wonderful 
works." 

Behold, then, says the Redeemer, a far higher ground 
of triumph! behold an occasion of far more heart-felt joy 
than that Satan, at your bidding, should fall like light- 
ning from heaven! Faithful disciples, your names are writ- 
ten in the book of life: it is yours to rejoice in that hum- 
ble, common hope which has cheered the hearts of myr- 
iads, who never in their lives, by any word of wisdom, or 
by any work of power, attracted the attention or homage 
of the crowd. And — let all people hear it! unobtrusive 
as are the trophies of a victory over sin, vulgar as is the 
privilege of calling heaven our home, humble as are the 
pretensions of "a sinner saved by grace ;" yet to the eye 
that measures all things by the standard of eternity, these 
ordinary distinctions assume a proud pre-eminence over 
those far more splendid feats — done though they be for 
the cause of Jesus Christ — which fill the world with wonjf 
der, and set all hell aghast. 

I know, my dear brethren, that there are none of you 

K 
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who will think of questioning the soundness of an <yinioii 
pronounced by Jesus Christ^ But I also know that therti 
is a yerj wide difference between that species of assent 
which a scrupulous regard for authorities extorts, and that 
strong conviction which is brought directly home to ^ikf 
business and bosom," by a full and feeling apprehensiooi- 
of the facts. Our pre-possessions are naturally on the op 
posite side of this question* Reason as we may , ^Hhe pomp 
of circumstance" throws a delusive splendour around men 
%nd things ; and with both sage and simpleton 

^'A saint in crape is twice a saint in lawn." 

The apostolic olSce seals, in our opinion, the pretear 
Sions of its holders to more than common excellence* 
^Happy men,.' we cry, ^who wrought signs and waDdon 
in the name of Jesus! and happiest of all the generations 
of mankind, that which was so favored as to hear apostlsi 
preach V .^ 

To-day we would convince you of your mistake aboat 
this matter. We would shew you that an humble and sin- 
cere profession of our common Christianity was the sde 
foundation of their lasting fame; and that the consolatioat 
which brightened their last hours of life, were precisely 
of the kind which the gospel unfolds to all who shall efl»- 
hrace it, to the end of time. 

The occasion of our meeting is peculiarly favorable fee 
such an undertaking. We commenaorate the departure 
to her eternal home, of one of your own number, well 
known to all of you; and by many whom I address very 
tenderly beloved. She "loved the appearing" of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: and now, in the place of departed spir> 
- its, she awaits the coming of that glorious day in whicb 
Saul of Tarsua and Macgaretta Fl^Uib^r shall togetb«f r^* 



f 



SJERMON m« Td 

ceive from the hand of God their Saviour their renovated 
bodies and their immortal crowns. You will doubtless, 
therefore, be the more willingly convinced that unobtru- 
wve Christianity, in its simplest form, constitutes the com- 
idon foundation and measure of the glory and felicity al- 
loted tp all who pass, in any age, through the gates of inK 
mortality: and that to apostles, who wrought miracles and 
Iteralded salvation, and to you who must pursue unnoticed 
far unknown the ^'noiseless tenor of your way," the highest 
of all privileges is dispensed with equal hand — the privi-' 
lege of rejoicing that your names are written in heaven* 
We are happy that it is in our power to illustrate this 
truth by a case which must sweep before it every linger- 
ing prejudice, and carry conviction to the dullest under- 
Standing. You are accustomed to revere the memory of 
^the apostle o( the gentiles," and. in consideration of the 
office he sustained, to pay the same respect to his decir 
sions that you hold to be due to those of iiis Lord and mas- 
ter. How great, then, must be the advantage derivable 
ttom such authority, when the apostle utters the very seu' 
thncnt in question under the circumstances and feelings 
which gave birth to the epistle in which you find our textl 
Tt is the last of his letters. It was not forwarded as a doc* 
Qment addressed to all the churches, under the broad seal 
i}{ the apostolic office. It is a privgtte letter, of Paul the 
aged prisoner; and it is addressed to an individual whom 
he dearly loved. It was penned while he was awaiting 
(he judgment of the tyrant, who soon afterwards dismiss- 
ed him ta his eternal rest: and it was penned 'under the 
strong apprehension of such an event; for in the course 
of it he remarks that dangers were thickening around binn, 
and feelingly complains that even christians had been d^** 
tered from shewing him any countenance. 
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What sustained the spirit of the apostle of the gentiles^ 
under these appalling circumstances ? It was not the recoU 
lection that the arm now crannped with irons once gallant- 
^antlj sustained the banner of the cross, and planted it firm** 
ly before the very portals of many an idol's temple: it wa$ 
Jiot that the tongue now condemned to silence, used to roll 
the words of inspiration through* the churches, to the joy 
or consternation of attendant thousands: it was not that 
works of wonder wrought in the name of Jesus, commend*^ 
ed his glad tidings to the acquiescence of the million: No! 
it was nothing of all these that cheered him. His heart 
turned for refuge to the common hope of men — an hope 
•which, in its foundations, any one of you may emulate* 
After penning such instructions, and advice as he judged 
most profitable for his youthful friend, he thus feelinglj 
and briefly adverts to his own condition: 'As for myself, I 
am done forever with all care and danger:' "I have fought i 
a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day: and not to me only, but to all them also 
that love his appearing." 

Thus you see, it was not the distinguished station or im- 
portant trust by which his name has been emblazoned, that 
cheered his last, lone hours. It was the delightful con- 
sciousness that he had filled his station with a becoming 
spirit, and discharged its dutieg with singleness of heart. 
It. was the deliberate conviction that "the faith" which he 
had kept, would bear him safely through the awful scruti- . 
ny to which he must submit before the bar of God. Nor 
does he speak of that crown of righteousness which await- 
ed him, as at all peculiar to his elevated station. I shiall 
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ijuherit it, he says, in common with every individual who 
loves the appearing of Jesus Christ. 

Who then will not admit the paramount importance of 
those common excellencies and common hopes, on which, 
the apostle rested his dying eyes! The trials that beset 
us, the duties that occupy us, the stations that are filled by 
us, depend on the allotment of the God of providence*- 
The bare fact that they are o\jirs speaks nothing in our fa- 
vor. Nor are the greatness oT the trials, the magnitude 
- of the duties, or the dignity of the station, the matters of 
chief concern. He who is faithful over a very little, will 
be faithful 2l1so overmuch. So judges Jesus Christ: and 
according to this rule allots the crowns of righteousness* 
In poudering the triunjphsof the apostle Paul, you there' 
fore View. the foundations of our common hope-, and, so, 
^ eannot regard yourselves as disinterested auditors, while 
 sre attempt to define, by so illustrious an example, 

I. The DIFFICULTIES, and 

II. The RECOMPENSE, of a Christian profession. 
I. The difficulties. You recollect the reception which 

the Saviour gave to the application of some one who, from 
motives which most probably were of a doubtful character^ 
desired to be received into the number of his followers. 
He did not directly discountenance the applicant, but he 
deemed it proper to tell him the discouraging truth: '*the 
foxes have holes, and the fowls of the air have nests; but 
the Son of man has not where to lay his head." It was no 
singular alternative to which that man was pointed, when 
thus taught to deliberate before he declared bis choice. 
For, however indolence may soothe itself, and self-love in- 
dulge its flatteries, it is a straight and narrow way that leads 
tothegates of lifciL The Saviour, who wrought salvatiop J 
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and who was doubtless too wise to volunteer needless 9^ 
denial or court unprofitable pain, is uniformly delineated ai 
Hhe roan of sorrows.'' And he who mns may read it in 
every page of scripture that all who aspire to share his tri* 
Umphs must lay out their accounts to *^ufier with him" too* 
The apostle, in whose joys you so cordially sympa&izQy 
and the honors of whose name you so enthusiastically ehesv 
Isb, pleads no exemption from the coiwion lot. It it trad 
indeed that bis ^4igbt affliction," endming only for a vofim 
inent, bears so small a proportion to ^be exceeding anft 
eternal weight of glory" whicb now recompenses him,, thai 
it almost disappears from tba account* indeed, in oar adt* 
miration of his labour* and veneratiiw for his characteiv 
We lose Sight of the (act that be was compassed with kk 
firmities, sa weU as other men<.. And while we feel that it 
is of little consequence to him- what treatment he once n^ 
ceived from wicked and unmaaonable men, or what dilfr 4 
culties he encountered in accomplishing his great work^ 
^ now that he rests from all hi^ labours, and is blessed in he* 
holding their ever augmenting fruits; we siiarcely know 
how to sympathize in the sorrows that wrought these trS* 
teimphs: but coolly regarding them for a little moment, we 
close the curtain of obtivion over them and bid them a \osug 
good night. 

Yet Sanl of Tarsus had his difficulties and sorrows^ 
which affected him precisely as they would affect amy othp 
er christian man; and he ranges tfaetn under the three 
melancholy heads of conflict, sorrow and temptation, whea 
feelingly adverting to them in the words of my text. Do 
you ask me what difficulties or sorrows or temptations 
could beset so good a man; aided as he was by the spirit 
of inspiration, armed with authority to work all* manner of 
4Buracles, and animated with such nearness of intercourse 



%ritli heaven? You Mve heard his declaration: and all 
tea epistles, and his whole history goes to prove that his 
was a Hfe of the most patefiil coniict* He had conflicts 
With his own heart; conflicts with erring, and with false* 
kearted brethren; conflicts with the sworn enemies of the 
cross of Christ: and incessant conflicts with the powers of 
darkness. Nor were his labours lightened by the possess- 
ion of a power of working signs and wonders in the name 
of Jesus, Nor was temptation precluded by the blessed 
privilege of maintaining close communion with his God* 
Whatever extraordinary endowments he possessed, they 
were given him exclusively **for the work of the ministry; 
for the edifying of the body of Christ.'' They by no 
means excluded the ordinary principles and motives of 
christian conduct, aor were they a protection from the ar« 
lows that rankle in the bosoms of ordinary men. Even a 
greater than Saul of Tarsus fulfilled the commofl duties 
and felt the common iHsof Hfe; who then was the apostle, 
that he should plead exemption! He did not pretend ib 
He never once desired it. He was, though an apostle, 
still nothing better than a sinner saved by grace: and he 
tasted largely of the dregs that fill a sinners cup. 

Inheriting the ruins of a fallen nature, he had to encoun- 
ter the difficulties and self-denial which chequer tbe^life 
of the most ordinary christian. He found, in common 
witfi his fellow sinners, ^a law in his members warring a- 
gainst the law of his mind;" and he was often forced to la- 
ment, as bitterly as any of you, that "when he would do 
-good, evil was present with him." Painful watchings and 
ardent prayers were his as well as ours ; and well may we 
tremble at the fool-hardy security in which we often find 
tmi^tves> wb^n sush ft m9» ^ FmI, apoi^e though he wa9^ 



watched and fasted and ^^kept under his body," lest, after 
having borne the banner of the cross to the remotest 
haunts of men, and dispensed salvation to myriads of the 
perishing, he ^'should himself at last be found a cast-away.^ 
Shame on those professors of the faith of Christ, who can 
talk of the way of life as if it were carpeted with flowers, 
and of their own deceitful hearts, as if pure and buoyant 
as the hearts of cherubim, when the prince of the apostles 
pined as a patient in this great lazarhouse, and trod his 
weary course bowing beneath his load of depravity and 
death! "Wretched man!" he cried, "who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death!" And long as he lived he 
gave his days to self-denial and watchfulness and prayer. 

Nor did he boast any advantage over ordinary men in 
grappling with the difiiculties that beset him from with* 
out. Who does not recollect how Saul of Tarsus felt, 
when professors and preachers of the .religion of Jesus 
Christ laboured to undermine his Influence with the church- 
es of Galatia; and acting upon the principle "divide 
and conquer" — that golden rule of the base and feeble- 
minded! — attempted, by pufling the apostle Peter, to pros- 
trate the fair fame of the "apostle of the gentiles?" All 
that envy could dictate or malignity dare, he endured at 
tlie, hands of false-hearted brethren. Who has not noted 
the diligence and faithfulness with which he watched over 
tjiv^ churches he had planted; and with what fervour and 
firmness he interposed his efibrts to protect or rescue them 
from the seductions of those teachers who laboured to cor- 
rupt the gospel of Jesus Christ? To the plain mind of Saul 
of Tarsus it by no means appeared sufficient for the pur- 
poses of salvation that men were sincere in the opinions 
{hey professed. The gospel, the real gospel, and nothing 
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IfUtthe gospel, was recognized bj him as the religion that 
can save a sinful soul from death. Nor did he hesitate 
one moment to denounce deep perdition on the corrupters 
«8 well as opposers of the doctrines of the cross* In pur- 
suing this course, he laid no peculiar stress on his apostol- 
ic office* He appealed, uniformly to those scriptures by 
which we must all abide: and. by the scriptures he coa^ 
firmed the doctrines which he preached* 

Noi* were his conflicts maintained exclusively with cr; 
rorists in religion* He describes himself as wrestling not 
only '^against fle& and blood," but ^'against principalities^ 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, and against spiritual wickedness in high places." 
Well may descriptions of panoply, and all the; imagery ot 
Warfare abound in the writings of the apostle Paul; for 
his was a life of conflicts. 

But it was not only in defending, the religion of the bi- 
ble that the apostle experienced difficulties* In promuir 
gating the gospel his large endowments, generally speak- 
ing, rather contributed to multiply his labours, and in- 
crease bis pains* Did be possess great influence? It only 
served to render him a more conspicuous object at which 
all mi^t aim their shafts* Did he inherit great powers! 
They only stimulated him to greater exertions and more 
extended plans for the furtherance of the objects for which 
tbey were entrusted to blm. Were his labours honoured 
with unusual success? That success but multiplied the ob- 
jects of his solicitude, and augmented the number and the 
perik of those journeys which ''the care of all the church- 
es^' exacted at bis hands* 

How shall we recount the labours of this apostle, who 
outatr^d^ bij9 fellows in the pronl^ioA of hi» masterV 
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aervice! How shall we depict the dangers he encountered^ 
the sufierings he endured, the obloquy he bore throughout 

*the whole course of his eventful life! One comprehensive* 
sentence must embrace the whole, for time would &il U8 
were we to attempt detail. Let his own enumeration to 
the church of Corinth inform you what things he suffered 
while running the race that Christ had set before him. 
"Are they ministers of Christ?" says he,, when adverting to 
some who H would seem had been exalted and eulogized^ 
for the purpose of letting him down; as in the case just 
noted in the church of Gafatia — "are they ministers of . 
Christ? lam more; in labours more abundant, in stripes 
nbove measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft* 
Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes, save one# 
Thrice w^s I beaten' with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I 
suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the 
deep; in journeyings often, in perils of waters, in peril's of 
robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the 
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, 
in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren ; in wea- 
riness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Besides 
those things that arc without, that which cometh upon me- 
daily, the care of all the churches." 

And if this will not satisfy you that the apostle ran a 
juost painful race through life, hear him once more, whe% 
addressing the same church. "I think that God hath set 
forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed unto death: 
for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, 
and to men. We are fools, for Christ's sake — we are weak — 
we are despised. Even unto this present hour we both 

«bun§er and.thlrst, and arc JQsd^ed, adad ^e bufieted^ a(|j} 
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have, no certain dwelling place; and labour, working with 
iour own hands. Being reviled— being persecuted — being 
defamed. We are made as the filth of the world ; and ar^ 
the ofiscouring of all things unto this day.^' 

Such were the labours and sufferings of Paul! and such 
the recompense he received from many of the<:hurcheSf 
and from the heathen for whose salvation he ventured on 
these trials! Is it any wonder that he should add, after 
glancing at such a series of discouragements and hardships, 
"I have kept the faith I" The apostle, you will now see, 
was constituted like other men; he suffered like other 
men; he felt like other men : and each successive instance 
of trial with which he met carried in it its own tempta* 
iion to desert his Lord and master. Many who like him 
bore about within them a body of sin and death, have af- 
ter a fair profession of the faith of Christ yielded them- 
selves upthe servants of iniquUy: but Saul still struggled 
on, still grappled with corruption, and kept fast hold of his 
hope in God his Saviour. Many who like him had de- 
voted their whole persons to the cause of God the Saviour, 
have turned aside like Demas to the present world, and 
given the cause of Zion to the winds of heaven; but Paul 
still '^kept the faith," and nothing could abate his efforts 
for its furtherance. Many who like him had ^'received 
'*the word with joy," have "been stumbled and turned aside, 
when persecutions and tribulations rose" on account of 
their profession: but in despite of the persecutions and 
tribulations just recounted, Paul still "kept the faith." 
Many who like him had drank in their first impressions 
Crom the pure word of God, have been seduced by the 
.sophistry of false teachers of religion, or by the imposing 
Mjm^ulaiioii^ of a vain jihilosopby : but he resisted to tl)^ 
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uttermosl the Jewish legalist, the gentile sophist, and ihft 
errorist of every name, and to the boar when he penned 
this last memento ^^keptpure the faith'' of Jesus. 

Nor did he disdain to promote that &ith by submitting 
himself to the hamblest occupations. When labouring to* 
gether with others, among the newly established church* 
es, this great, good man has been known to betake him to 
the occupation of a tentmaker, that by supplying his own 
wants and those of his fellow labourers, in order that the 
fnfant churches might not be burdened with their main* 
tainance; and that no mortal might bejfumished with ths 
colour of a pretense that they were heralding salvation 
from mere sordid motives. How different was thy mind, 
high-souied Saul of Tarsus, from the minds of the multi* 
tudes who would deem themselves disgraced by being seen 
io labour in any bumble occupation. And how respecta^ 
ble that hand when wielding the hatchet or stretchmg 
tbe primed line, though contrasted with the soft white 
hands of those who place one half tbeir dignity in a re* 
lease from vulgar offices! 

But thy bumble occupations and thy matchless services 
hav« long since ceased together. The hand that once 
shaped tents now sweeps the harps of heaven ; and now 
that the monarch of the golden palace— the tyrant who 
condemned thee, has not where to lay his head, and meets 
with none so loWly as to do him reverence ; thou lone pris- 
oner! hast a habitation in tbe heavens, an house not made 
with hands, and bending millions do their lowliest rever* 
ence to "the apostle of the gentiles.'* 

And now, my dear friends, we again urge the inquiry, 
what feature do you trace in the character of this apostle„ 
which may be pronounced unattainable by tbe humblest 
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professor of the christian faith? Or what motive gave di« 
rection to the efforts of his life, that does not in its mens* 
are add resfi itself to you* In the public character you dis- 
cem the private christian, ever exemplifying the conduct 
he recommended to others, and inspired by the views and 
sustained by the consolations which he uniformly presents 
to those whom he addresses. 

He was a man who himself imitated his great Lord and 
master, to whose ei^ample all men under every circumstance 
are pointed. And just as the Saviour, in the form of a 
servant, Dever pursued interests seperate from those of the 
universal governor, never served himself — never pleased 
himself; but did God's will on earth with the singleness 
q[ heart that marks the services of spirits of heaven ; so 
Saul of Tarsus lived as a subject of God's government, 
and drew the reasons and the motives of the conduct he 
pursued from the discoveries made to all in the page of 
insptration. He was a christian, and a great one, simply 
because conformed to the image of his master; and still a- 
mong men that is the best christian, and he the best minister 
m the church of Jesus Christ, who in the spirit of his con- 
duct most strikingly resembles the Lord Jesus Christ, or 
that faithful apostle who followed him so closely. 

Behold then. Christians! the burden of your difficultiesT 
In the sorrows, in the labours, in the zeal of the apostle 
there wa« nothing at all peculiar. Looking back, you may 
record as he recounted concerning himself, "without were 
fightings, within were fears." Looking around, you may 
behold yourselves threatened as he was with "perils among 
fidse brethren," with "oppositions of science," and with 
the antipathies "of wicked and unreasonable men." Nei- 
ther the gospel of God's Son nor the dispositions of his fal- 
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ten creatures have changed their character since the flayt 
of Paul. There is therefore, ju«t the same occasion now 
to fight the good fight, to struggle on in a christian course^ 
and to keep the faith of Christ, uncorrupted by^se doc^ 
trines and unshaken by temptation, as when the good apos- 
tle triumphed in his .victories. True, neither your talents 
nor your station may admit such extensive efforts or such 
conspicuous conflicts as those in which he toiled. Nor 
oiay it be the case that your spirit is fired by the samit 
animating successes, or kept in awe by a responsibility as 
tremendous. Recollect however that ^^t is required of a 
'man, not according to that which he hath not, but accor- 
ding to that which he hath." Recollect also the judg- 
ment of the Saviour, he who is unfaithful in the least ii 
unfaithful also in that which is greatest of alL If Paid 
bad five talents, and but one is entrusted to you, it by ne 
means follows that you may hide it in a napkin. ^^Qccik 
py till I come,-' is the charge of Jesus Christ to every crea* 
' ture ; and diough two little mites be the amount of all yod 
boast, cast them without reserve into the treasury of your 
Lord, and see if he do noX tell that you cast in all your 
living. 

And what is there, after all, so very appalling .in the 
pains and responsibilities of a christian profession! Yoa 
have been pondering the condition of the apostle PauL 
It was through life, of a character so extremely distressing 
that he declares on one occasion that if his own hopes and 
those of his fellow-labourers had been confined to this life^ 
they would have been "of all men the most miserable.'' 
And now you see him at the very close of his race, a poor 
persecuted prisoner, deserted by his friends, dependent ob 
the courtesy of every turn-Jkey, and with bloody dea^ J^ 
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fore bim. This is Christianity in her very worst array: 
mark with what buoyancy she rises. Is this, Saul of Tar* 
sua! the end of all thy labours! the fruit of all thy pray* 
ers ! Is it here, in the cold grave, that heart shall be stilled 
forever, which beat with an affection so strong and true 
and tender! — ^No! says the apostle, — ^No! This is but tho 
beginning of life to Saul of Tarsus. "Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,'' &c. — It is 
this consummation of a christian course that is to form the 

II. Subject of discourse. 

The mind of the apostle rests on one of those splendid 
and elevated images, so familiarly employed in scripture 
to designate the glories of that world of spirits into which 
the righteous pass at death. Our conceptions of the na- 
ture of spiritual existence must at best be very confused 
and inadequate: and immersed as we are in matter, the 
mere children of sense, we should be able to form no apr 
prehension of the eternal worid were it not dielineated to 
us by varied allusions to sensible objects. Hence tho 
robes and harps and crowns employed to shadow forth thc^ 
blessedness of a state of things which it has entered into 
the heart of no man to conceive. But of one thing we 
may be certain. When we reflect, brethren, on the bound- 
less resources of the Almighty; when we look at the pro- 
fusion of granduer and beauty with which he has decked 
this visible creation; when we realize the exuberance of 
the delights and the wisdom of the dispositions that minis- 
ter to our proper sense: who that has a mind not perfectly 
enchained to matter, will hesitate to admit that .there may 
be a theatre of display transcending as far this immeas- 
urable creation, as immortal mind transcends a clod of 
earth! and tl^t th^re t|i€ »U-9u|^.ici^Pcy and goodness of God 
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may be spreading such a banquet for the holj, happy spii^* 
its that stand before bis throne, and are so nearly assimi- 
lated to his own nature and perfections, as must mock the 
conceptions of the mightiest mind! 

The language of the scriptures on this subject is certain* 
ly the language of the most chaste analogy; and th^yau* 
tborize us to expect a brilliancy of display, a stupendous*- 
ness of plan, a profusion of variety and an intensity of 
bliss for which this same Paul could find no other designa* 
tion than that of '^an exceeding and eternal weight «f glo- 
ly." It was for this his ardent spirit panted ; it was this 
that he had been labouring to get confered upon such mul- 
titudes of his fellow men: and the prisons of Rome, and 
the sword of the executioner cannot be expected to ha?« 
been appalling to the man whose only crime was his prtr 
claiminrg among the nations this the most glorious gift of 
God, and whose speedy death Would only hasten his own 
attainment of it* But Saul of Tarsus has not yet obtaia- 
cd possession of his crown> Happy and glorious as is the 
undoubted condition of "the spirits of the just made per- 
fect," yet higher honours and more intense felicity arc 
designed for them on that day when the Saviour shall re- 
unite tho3e spirits with their bodies, and conduct them bo* 
dy and spirit into the presence of his Father. It is then 
he will shed upon them his richest influence, and kindle 
their feelings into highest rapture. And that recompense 
reserved for them till after the general judgment is what 
the apostle calls "a crown of righteousness." You will 
not expect it of us, however, that we should draw the line 
of distinction between things equally unsearchable; or 
that we should sketch for you the import of those unutter'« 
able words which this apostle heard many years before hig 
death, when caught up in vision into the paradise of God^ 
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' fiut though this consummation of his joy was so remote, 
it by no means follows his consolations weiB small, in the 
prospect of his approaching death. Though his crown 
must be kept back till after the general judgment, and 
though the full measure of felicity is necessarily delayed 
till that joyous occasion when the once agoni2ed body can 
come in for its full share with the once suffering spirit: 
yet in the judgment of this same apostle the interval will 
be filled up with no ordinary felicity. It is far better, he 
declares, "to be absent from the body and present with 
the Lord,^' than to continue an afflicted and tempted dwel- 
ler here* With joy then might that great and gallant spir- 
it hie to that throng of the spirits of the just made perfect 
which once for a little moment he had been so blessed as 
to behold though not then permitted to mingle in their 
, company. He well knew how speedily his toils would be 
forgotten in the presence of that master before whom hap- 
py spirits bow. He knew how he should mingle "in com- 
munion sweet^ with hosts of mightiest seraphim ; and ex- 
change with all the loveliest of God's cherubim the ardent 
gaze of wonder and of love. 

O ! what were the frowns of a million Caasars to an ex» 
pectant of such bliss!! We sympathize no more with the 
sorrows of the prisoner; nor think bis a gloomy case* 
Thy chain, apostle! was a richer dowry than the jewels 
of an empire! the taper of thy dungeon shot a ray more 
glorious than ever spoke the splendors of the full-orbed 
day! — ^Why that chain would adorn him when he went 
fcrth to meet the car that was coming down from heaven 
to transport the sainted hero to the presence of his Lord; 
s^nd that taper shed its beams oa a sallow-hollow cheeky 
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that you and I shall see, on a day not very distant, bloontb 
ihg in all the glories of immortal youth. 

There abide thee, brother Saul, till that glad hour ar*. 
rive when thou shalt come down from heaven to receive 
thy body, re-moulded by him whose grace has saved thy 
soul. Would God that I were with thee, and that all these 
were with thee, though we reached the same distinction 
by chains and floods and fires! Would God that all of us 
may come down with thee from heaven, and that the sam^ 
loved hand may clothe us as we know he will clothe thee J 
Fools may deride this wish as a grovelling ambition, and 
cowards may shrink from the reproaches of the cross; but 
none will deem it folly in the day of God Almighty to 
have loved and prepared for the appearing of Jesus Christ. 

Friends! you hope for more than to accompany our'a- 
pestle when he comes to be fitted for the reception of his 
crown. You have the words of my text for it that crowns 
are provided for every sinful soul, that h-ears, like Saul 
did, the words of eternal life, and makes every thing sub- 
servient to the hope of salvation. Yet doubtless not in 
every case, such crowns as he shall wear. For while par- 
don and life are offered freely to every creature, and 
while the recompense of righteousnes is freely bestowed 
on all, only through the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ; 
yet doubtless that variety which lends a charm to all cre^ 
ation, and that endless gradation in dignity and happiness 
whifch characterizes creation through all its ranges of life 
and intelligence, even up to the "princedoms and domin- 
ions" of the skies, will subsist among the multitudes re? 
deemed by Jesus Christ, as well as among the angels who 
kept their first estate. So this same apostle testifies in his 
first epistle to tbe^CoriuUiian^^ wh^ bi^ compares the va^ 
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ty which has place in the splendor of the stars. Be it then 
that all their honours are awarded solely through the mer- 
its of the Saviour; yet if there must be diversity in the 
awards pronounced, what standard so equitable for fixiiig 
the measure of distribution as that to which the scriptures 
every where refer us — the measure of our faith and sei> 
yices, while here! 

Who then would aspire to the apostle's joy in death ; 
and to a crown like his in the day of Jesus Christ? Like 
him let them avow and adhere to the faith of Christ: like 
him let them fill the stations which providence has actu« 
ally assigned them, in the way that will best promote the 
cause of Jesus Christ: like him let them adopt as the ba- 
sis of their whole conduct the great scriptural principle 
that ''no man liveth, and no man dieth to himself; but 
whether living or dying, we are the Lord's:'' and finally, 
let them cherish the grand considerations, that, while ''all 
ftre not apostles, all are not prophets, all are not evan- 
gelists," all are equally bound to own the common faith 
and to obey the common law; and that of every one it will 
be required ''according to that which he hath." Above 
all things be it remembered, that if Paul accounted all 
things but loss for Jesus Christ, and exemplified in his 
own person the Redeemer's parable of the merchant who 
gave up all to obtain the pearl of price; it is madness in 
us to hope the huoiblest crown in heaven, if we attempt to 
iieach it by any other way: for straight and narrow still, 
as when the Saviour said it, is the way to life eternal, and 
few, it is to be feared, have the courage to enter in. 

And now, my fellow mortals, you must make your own 
.^lection* f repa^red' or u^prepajed, you must ere lon^ 
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J)uSet that dark oblivious flood that rolls between mortal- 
ity and the world of spirits. How stands your prepara- 
tion for that trying hour? Do you calculate on finishing your 
course with joy; or shall the sun of your last day sink 
down and leave you to eternal night? Will a crown or' a 
prison be awarded as your meed, when your spirit abides 
the scrutiny of that omniscient judge, who Hs no respect- 
er of persons ?'' You have glanced over the terms on which 
alone you need expect to reach the crown of righteous- 
ness. The diiSculties, the sacrifices, the sorrows inseper- 
able from a christian course are before you. Our apostle 
exemplified them in their most forbidding forms. Was a 
death like his a compensation for such a life? Or rather, 
was the joyous expectation of a crown of righteousness, a 
sufficient compensation for a death like his? — I have your 
* answer! ^An hope like Paul's might well sustain us under 
any trials.' ^A death like his, and such bliss as he inher- 
its, were cheaply purchased with whole ages of endurance.' 
^Yes, we would be christians, if we could be like Saul 'of 
Tarsus.' 

Then ie like Saul of Tarsus! The Saviour whom he 
trusted, is the Saviour of our race; and the salvation he' 
inherits, is the salvation which he preached. Multitudes,^ 
sin^e the day when he bowed his head in death, have pon- 
dered his instructions, imitated his example, and at length 
yielded up their spirits as triumphantly as he did. "Go 
thou, and do likewise!" 

To-day it is our blessedness to add another name to that 
great cloud of witnesses, whose ever-augmenting numbers 
multiply and vary and endear the proofs that the arm 
of the Redeemer is not yet shortened so that it cannot 
save, nor his mercies clean gone that he will no more bfe* 
gracious. 



Could thyroic^ndwlbe heard, Margaretta Fletcher! » 
mid the radiant throng that begtrts the throne of Ood, 
flioagh thou teert no apostle, bitt onlj an hunnble imitator of 
ttie apostle^s faith and obedience, yet would every heart 
in this assemby feel it that other triumphfi than those which 
gilded the last hours of Paul, may turn the scale in favor 
of salvation, and another and far weaker than that valor- 
ous hand beckon them on iti ibe pursuit of the salvation 
they have chosen. 

And even as it is, tho>ugh no mortal ear can catch those 
words "unspeakable,*' which, if heard, it were unlawful 
for any man to utter; though no human sight can pierce 
yon empyrean, and scan thy cherub form joyously gliding 
over heaven's eternal plain; yet our eyes have seen thee, 
as we read of Saul of Tarsus, decided in thy choree and 
firm in thy profession ; and our ears have heard thee, as 
we read of Saul of Tarstis, joying in thy last hours in the 
hope of immortality. Let thy life, let thy death, let thy 
triumph, my best friend, teach other friends how precious 
such an hope! 

Margaretta. GaTbreafh Nicholas was so well known to 
tnost of those whom I address, that any attempt at her bi-* 
ography must be considered perfectly out of place, even 
bad we time for the fullest exposition of her short but in- 
teresting story. The lot of her infancy was cast in your 
own neighbourhood ; and in your own town she spent the 
'greatest portion of her days. Of her earlier days we 
have, therefore, nothing more to say, than that they were 
spent in a way which secured for her a degree of consid- 
eration and respect much greater, we believe, than ordi- 
narily falls to the share of persons at her years. Many an« 
tc^Qtes which go to illustrate the firmness of her cfaaracteif 
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fhe strength of her principles, her prudence, tendenvtef 
and general intelligence, are treasured up in the memorj 
of her friends. And to this little stock of precious recol- 
lections, it is happily in the power of your preacher to make 
additions. But be these the topics of those little circles 
with which the stranger does not intermeddle. It is bet 
more public, it is her christian character, or rather, it is 
that same intelligence and excellence, as unfolded an* 
der the shadow of the Saviour's cross, that we are bound 
to-day to exhibit for your improvement. 

The earlier years of Margaretta Nicholas were, never* 
theless, not marked by that best of all distinctions, the con- 
secration of the roses of yer youth to God. The period 
of her youth was peculiarly unfriendly to the interests of 
knowledge and piety in this town; and we are not aware 
that much pains were employed to store her mind with the 
truths of revelation. Indeed we have it from very good 
authority that the skepticism which at one time deluged 
Lexington, had fixed its taint in the bosom of our friends 
But a mind like her's, inquisitive, self-poized, and remajk- 
ably decisive, was not likely to hold opinions which must at 
ways owe their prevalence either to a want of knowledgSi 
or a want of virtue. Still, however, she remained a stranger 
to "the hope of Israel," though in words confessing him; 
till it pleased God to visit her with severe calamity. Th^ 
loss of the partner on whom she had reposed her hopes for 
life, was made the happy mean of driving her to him with 
whom alone the heavy laden can find rest. Far ttom home 
when calamity overtook her, far from almost every friend 
to whom her heart could turn for consolation, far from al- 
most every thing that merits the appellation of christian 
institutions, in the city of Orleans, she raised her cry to 
heaven ; and "the shield of the stranger," and "the stay of 
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<he widow,'* hastened to become her helper* The event has 
iiiHy proved that her's wiis not that common and contempt- 
ible mixture of mawkish sorrow and childish superstition^ 
which, assuming the semblance of devotion's flame, dan- 
ces its little month over the grave it came to consecrate, 
then fades with the fading recollection of its cause. No! 
from that lone hour to the last of her life, Margaretta Nich- 
olas appears to have thought and felt and acted as became 
a christian; and it is her's now to record it in the anthem 
which she sings that the affliction which pierced her young 
and widowed heart, though grievous for the time, was 
made abundantly productive, through the blessing of the 
Highest, of "the peaceful fruits of righteousness." Even 
then, though no professor of the religion of the Saviour, 
she had the courage to rebuke the laxness of many who 
had been far better taught, and rested the defence of her 
more rigid conduct and unbending views, on the written 
word of God. Thus early did she brave the "r'trial of cru- 
el mockings," the common brand of that "cloud of witness- 
es,'' with whom she now associates! 

Her return to the bosom of her family occured during 
^e erection of this little church. From that hour you 
were witnesses of her manner of life. You saw the lustre 
of those excellencies which had endeared her youth to ma- 
ny, chastened and brightened by the hope of immortality. 
Yet her's at first was a faint and lingering hope. It was 
but gradually that her views of the gospel of salvation be^ 
came so clear and fixed as to minister solid petFce. Mean- 
while she was sedulous in the pursuit of christian knowl- 
edge. Her reading was principally confined to the most 
useful class of books: her attendance on the public minia^ 
4ratpi)s q{ th^ ssm^tusiry^ vf^Ji^YQVit wd regular: and 
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occasionally she so far overcome the scruples of a pecul% 
arly sensitive and retiring disposition as to unfold at least 
a portion of her difficulties to some few christian friends. 

But we cannot give the history of her religious life^ short 
as it was, and imperfectly as it was scaaned through the 
veil which her modest diffidence threw around it. It is 
enough that all the diffidence of a nature so very retiring 
did not unfit her for the conflict of the christian. On that 
she calculated ; she made up her mind to brave it ; and 
rarely has a character fallen under our notice that could 
boast so much decision and such cool discrimination, aa 
we know to have been evinced repeatedly by her in the 
course of her brief profession. 

^KTruel mockiugs^' attended her at horne^ as well as in 
that city of the south: but these she endured, ^as seeing 
him who is invisible.^ The seductions of a more fashion* 
able and liberal religion were presented to allure her: but 
lier independent spirit collected from the bible the faith 
she was to follow/ and mocked at the magic of a name. 
We might note the firmness with which she made her first 
profession of that faith ; the respect she always manifested 
for the various regulation^ that guard the order aud dis- 
cipline of the churchesj the unfeigned humility with which 
she always bowed to the authority of those scriptures 
which were from time to time suggested with a view to 
mould her course: but who can recount the half, or even 
the hundreth part of the excellence which every day will 
unfold in tho^ wiiam God^s good spirit makes fruitful in ev* 
ery work of righteousness! 

A thousand recollections crowd upon my mind, a thou« 
sand anecdotes might be recorded here, which afford such 
confirmation of a truly christian cbsiract^r, as musit put t9 



ftARlCOK III* 97 

tb^ blush the proudest pretensions of a thousand modern 
-♦Hidlkatives." But these must be reserved foi* the com- 
Idents of. that day, when a cup of cold water given to a 
disciple shall meet its notice and its recompense at the 
]proper hand. 

From the time at which she beearne fcnowp as Mrs. 
Fletcher, her lot was assigned her in a distant county. 
We know nothing of the manner in which she spetit her 
lime, duting the year that saw her sepet:ated from most of 
her christian friehds^ and altogether deprived of the min- 
istrations of the sanctuary. Doubtless she felt the priva- 
tion keenly: doubtlesi? she submitted to it as became a 
christian. 

But it was hot the! purpose of the Father of mercies to 
ttpose bis child long to the sorrows and temptations of a 
istate like that. The time o{ her departure was at hand. 
A cold which she took, when availing herself of some cas^ 
liat opportunity of attending public worship, on an' Unfa- 
torable day, at an dnfovorabte ^lace, appears to have been 
Uti^ Inessenget* dent to hasten her depatture. 

Her last illness was long and painful. Such indeed was 
its violence during the latter stages, that she was seldom 
self-possessed Coi itititiy honis together. Yet generally^^ 
we are assured, her hoajl^t ^emed td point to the Saviour 
whom she had folIdrW^d, eveti during th^ wildest il-avings 
of her fancy. And on him she would often call, and oa 
0A6 ot two far distant christian friends, Whe*^ in the ex- 
tremity of iier pain she knew none of thos^ aroSnd h©r. — 
But all her hours were not of this dark hue. And when 
in full possessroti of her mental powers, and sufficiently 
free from pain to converse with ease, her conversation still 
g^ve testimony to the value of her hope, and t6thc bless^ 
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ed reality of her christian, character. "It ia peace,*' yes, 
*'it is peace," was the message which she sent to her dit- 
tant christian friends, by one who hopes to know the value 
of such a blessing — '"yes, it is peace;" and as she made up 
her little message, she mingled with it her tears. But 
thine, Margaretta, were not tears of bitterness! 

Her^s was indeed an interesting death-bed. It waft 
mournful, yet pleasing to hear the lovely sufferer feelingly 
bemoaning the imperfections of her life; while shespuroh 
ed the consolations which friends would have hec draw 
from, the irreproachable and even exemplary course shi^ 
had pursued, and profess that all her uope was in the cross 
of Christ. — It was cheering to remark how sanctified at 
feclion prompted her to employ h^r little remaining 
strength in attempting to promote the salvation of her 
friends^ O, who could withstand the interesting pleader, 
when wkh that wasted hand graspiing the arms of soniQ 
near relatives, her countenance all radiant with the hope 
of heaven, she with a feeble voice besought them to think 
of their salvation !— Nor may we numberit among the small- 
est consolations of that scene, that the mere reading of 
God's word would stay the wanderings of her mind, when 
nothing else could fix it; and that one of the songs of Zi- 
ion would soothe her chafed spirit, and compose her troub- 
led countenance to a look of sweet complacency in the 
midst of racking pains. 

When her last moments drew nigh, she was fully aware 
of her situation. Only three short hours were appointed 
her, after she recovered from that wandering state with 
which so many of her days had been aflBicted. She felt 
that her epd drjw righ. And at that interesting crisis 
she was left, like Bunyan'a pilgrim in the vaUey of tjie 
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ihadow of death, to tread the fearful path alone. There 
tras none to pray with her: thefe was none to animate her. 
And, like the pilgrim, iay4ng Wde every other weapon, 
she filled up the measure of her journey with one incessant 
prayer.— Thus did she go down into the waters of that 
Jordan, calliiig on her dear Redeemer. And still as she 
went on, they, whom she was leaving on these mortal 
shores, could hear that much loved name pronounced in a 
feinter and still fainter voice; till at length the fashion of 

her countenance was changed, and Sister Marga- 

fetta! where was then thy spirit! 

Her prayer was heard : the arms of tender and everlast-' 
ing mercy bore her safely through: and just on the shores 
of blissful immortality, angels and ministers of grace stood 
l^ady to give her fond welcome to the realms of light'V 
I'hen all was peace, my friend ! I have seen thee often, 
when clouded skies or winter's cold could not restrain thy 
footsteps from this house of prayer: I ha?ve seen thee weep 
when an appeal had reached thine ears, founded on the 
joy that circulates through the ranks of those same minis-, 
tering spirits, if one sinful creature but consents to bow to 
Jhe requisitions of the Saviour. And I have witnessed thy 
determination, humble but decided, to give that joy te heav- 
en, by chopsing the reproaches together with the triumphs 
of the cross of Christ, and setting thyself scrupulously to 
obey his word. 'Thou hast thy recompense! thou hadst 
it at that hour when angels descended to conduct the> 
stranger to the presence of her God- 
Yes, I record it in the hearing of this multitude, that 
die who did not hesitate to obey the word of God, without 
being detered by the current of fashion, or seduced by the 
l^ndi^hments of those sophistical religionists who claim 



^ I 



C rj <^ ^*' '-a 



too AWRHWt Ml* 



the ignoraot i^nd careless <is th^ir proper perquisites, fbiun^ 
the dottrin^s of tb&t word an adequate support in the hour 
of her extremity; and joyously, bat calmly, anticipated 
the moment when nothing that is written should be appti^r 
cable to her, but those portions which portray her unalloj-^ 
ed felicity* It was her's, while on earth, honestly to fait 
fill for him its requisitions: henceforward and forever, H 
must rest with Jesus ChrUt to fulfill in her behalf its glot 
rious promises. 

Go, now, you who eulogize the virtues of our apostlet 
and sympathize in the gladness that sweetened his last 
hours— 'go and say that it is only for prophets and apostles 
to imitate the Saviour by attempting ready obedience to. 
dll the words of God! go, and fl^Uter one another with thoi 
confident ^assertion that in these enlightened days therein 
an equally sure and mu^h more ea3y way of entering ini 
to life! Ke my hope, as thy hope, Margaretta NicholasI' 
^uilt upon the foundation of the prophets, and apostles; 
Jesus Christ, himself being the chief corner stone !" Be mj 
aim, like thy aim, exemplary christian! to conform to that 
Saviour in the likeness of bis death, that I may be trai^ 
formed into.his image in the Ukeneas of his resurrection^ 
when he shall come again! 

May the blessing of the Highest rest on the example of 
our departed friend! May the relatives whom she loved 
fulfill her dying wish; and, like the family of the Pilgrim, 
become followers of her faith, now that she is taken frond 
them! And may you, my dear friends, who have met with., 
her so oftep in this house of prayer, inherit the full advan- 
tage of her bright example ! May you be built up, like her, 
in the apostles faith; may you emulate, like her, the deci- 
s^ofi 6i his character and boldness of bis profession ; and 
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laaj you share with him and her the peace and triumph of 
a Christianas dying hour: and after many years spent use* 
fully on earth, may the tongue of friei^hq[» number you a* 
mong the dead who are blessed, as dying in the Lord ; who 
''rest from their labours, and whose works do follow them*'' 
Ameu* 
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BIOGRAPHY OF ADAM. 

^And God $aid^ let us make man in our image, after our tike' 
ness; and let them have dominion over thejish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air^ and over the cattle, and over all thd 
earthy and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth:'' Gen. L 26. 

When the great apostle of the gentiies would furQish 
bis R3nian friends and feliow-christians with the strongest 
inducementis to the cultivation of a spirit of tenderness and 
disinterested kindness, he appealed to all that the scrip- 
tures have pourtrayed of the temper and conduct of out 
commo^ Saviour; and wound up his a^ppeal with these re- 
markable words: "for whatsoever things were written a* 
foretime, were written for our learning; that we through 
patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope." 
Tlie principle applies to all the biography and to all the 
history of the sacred volume, as well as to those parts of it 
which delineate the character of our first and firmest 
friend. 

Whatever be the theme of the pen of inspiration; wheth- 
er it record the virtues and the trials and the triumphs of 
the faithful, or delineate the attitudes and the end of vice; 
whether it pursue the footsteps of an individual, or mark 
the movements of a mighty nation: it is still the record of 
^:hat Almighty Providence which encircles alike the arch- 
angel and the sparrow — the record of that providence 
which governs without respect of per80U3, an4 is^Ufi^ ife- 
awards bj one unvarying law^ 



We have therefore a more than common concern in the 
deliiieations furnished by the sacred penmen. They 
unfold to us not only the deeds of other times, but the va^ 
rious motives by which those deeds were prompted: they 
often delineate the small beginnings of some new and ex- 
tensive order of things, or trace the choice and the con- 
duct of men to their remotest consequences; and while 
they thus detail the process which completes the web 
of providence, wc derive new motives of attention from 
the thought that he who thus instructs us will not de- 
ceive and cannot be deceived ; that his own agency has 
controlled the events he describes; and that while th& 
principles of the divine economy remain unchangeable and 
our own nature unchanged, we may look on every event 
recorded as an encouragement or a warning; for he who 
has written impartially will judge and act impartially, and 
etill awards to every one according to their deeds. 

To-day we commence with the history of a personage 
from whose conduct our lot has taken a deeper tinge thaa 
from that of all other men together. Interesting in hia 
relations as the great progenitor of the human race, in- 
teresting because the. only sample of our nature endued 
with all its native dignity and intelligence and felicity, 
his history derives a deeper interest from the fact that h^ 
was the federative head whose hapless fall '^brought death 
into the world, with all our woe." 

The sacred history records few of the facts connected 
with the biography of Adam; those few however are of a. 
highly important kind. We notice in the very creation 
of man a procedure which serves and was no doubt intend- 
ed to mark with appropriate dignity the beginning of au 
,^sjst^ncfi t^ whi^t^ yf^$ ^lot^^ ^^tiny so distioguisbed. 
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.Tfben God gave being to this universal frame, stnpe&dous 

fus is its mould and magnificent as are its decorations^ the 

^vent was iQarked by nothing but the exertion of hiB pow- 

«r« He said, ^4et there be light, and there was light:" 

.^.'Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together 

jmto one place, and let the dry land appear; and tt was 

fio." Even when he peopled it with all the classes of or- 

^nic life, with beings which served to animate and wete 

calculated to enjoy the beauties and bounties of the wide 

creation^ there was nothing that announced li petuliir 

dignity in any of the creatures. He merely said^ let the 

earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, and i^ 

^ utterance, 

"out of the ground up rose 
As from bis lair, the wild befast where he wons 
• In forest wild, in thicket, brake, or den:-^ 

   ' -  now half-appeared 

The tawny lion, pawing to get free 

His hinder parts, then springs as broke from bondsy 

And rampant shakes his brinded mane." ^ 

But man was distinguished by a more honourable birtL 
There seemed to intervene a pause in the Creator's work. 
I^h6 face of earth was animated with beasts and fowls and 
creeping things innumerable; all indeed was beauty to 
the eye and music to the ear. But while all could taste 
the bounties of the creation which they themselves contri- 
buted to variegate and animate, there was none to recog- 
nize their oblgiations to the Maker; none to mingle in 
that "communion sweet," which is the dearest exercise of 
the God of love. The production of one such being in 
whom thought might elicit thought and acts of kindness 
kindle kindliest feeling — a being whose intelligence, whose 
moral sense,, whose capacities of enjoyment, might furnish 
an adunibratioh of the great supreme — th« production of 
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fne such being would be a work more truly noble than a 
universe of worlds, though each were "one entire and per- 
fect chrysolite/' Such a being was intended; and the pro- 
duction was solemnized in a way that dignifies the history 
of no other portion of his works. The historian, in the 
first brief sketch which he furnishes, intimates something 
like a consultation among the divine persons previous to 
the accomplishment of this last and noblest part of the de« 
sign. And here we cannot avoid remarking by the way, 
that we meet with an early and very obvious intimation of 
a plurality of subsistences or personalities in the divine 
economy. ^'6od said let us make man," &c. 

In the following chapter the historian descends to a more 
minute account of this part of the creation. As the pro- 
duction of such a being was made at first a matter of de- 
liberation, so the accomplishment of the object was a de- 
liberate work, "The Lord God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life ; and man became a living soul." — Gen. ii. 7. 

The body was first formed. How elevated in its mould, 

how varied in its powers, how nice in its susceptibilities^ 

how appropriate in its adaptations, let us learn from the 

noble ruins of our nature, now the p^y of the elements 

and havocked by the passions for almost six thousand 

years. We can doubtless form but very inadequate no* 

lions of the grace and dignity of a frame that was created 

capable of flourishing in immortal vigor, and ordained the 

head and the masterpiece df this lower creation. But we 

gather somefthing from what we are taught of the seduc* 

tive beauties of the partner of his lot, the witchery of 

whose charflfis, as we shall hereafter see, wrought on him 

a spell more powerful than the earth has ever witnessed 

ftom that to we present hour, 
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But this form, however admirable, was still a lifel'eq, 
mass, till *<Jod breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and man became a living soul." We trace at every step 
the memorials of new honours heaped upon our nature. 
Had man been created an animated being, however de* 
liberate the process, there could have existed in his pro 
duction no such indication of the spiritual from the mate- 
rial part. But in thus first preparing the receptacle of * 
clay, amd then afterwards breathing into it the breath of 
lives, we have a striking intimation not only of the abso^ 
lute distinctness, but of the nobler order of that immortal 
part thus kindled into life by the breath of the Almighty, 

We said God breathed into man's nostrils the breath of 
ikes. So you will find it rendered in the margin of your 
bibles. And the correction is important. The word trans- 
lated life is plural, and intimates not simply a diversity of 
attributes in the mind of man, but really a diversity of 
substance in the immaterial part. We are aware that this 
is a subject on which a great deal of obscurity rests. And 
it is scarcely possible to notice it without plunging into 
those controversies by which metaphysicians and patholo- 
gists have done little else than puzzle themselves and dis* 
tract the world. We are far from wishing to render this 
pulpit an arena for controversy j nor do we think an at- 
tempt at biographical sketches a proper occasion for in* 
troducing all that might be said with strict propriety upon 
questions so intricate as those which involve the constitu<< 
tion of our nature. But as the creation of the first of men 
forms an interesting and instructive portion of his biogra- 
phy; and as the sacred page has ^ven prominence to 
those intimations which regard the structure of his being, 
it] is but right tbat^ without indulging in speci\latiop,s Ojf 



<hir own, we collect the lights which the sciiptures have 
furnished on this subject. He who made us best knows 
the constitution of our uature, and he has told us that the 
principle which animates our clay is the breath of lives* 

The first and most obvious inquiry on this subject is 
whether man, considered merely as an animal, is not alto^ 
• getner material, and whether the breath of the Almighty >' 
while it infused into his body an immmortal spirit, did not 
at the same time, and by the means of that inhabitant, kin- 
dle into life his animal functions? This we know to be the 
mostconunon idea; audit is generally backed by the as^ 
assumption that all the inferior creatures consist of noth- 
ing more than organic matter, and that all their acts and 
all their feelings are to be refered to nothing higher thaa 
matter curiously organized. Now if this principle could 
be made out, we should have no difficulty in conceding that 
the breath of lives in our first father meant nothing more 
than the animation of the material part and the accom<^ 
panying infusion of an immortal spirit. But we appro* 
bend that the idea of mere matter being so organizedt 
as to think and feel in any measure is contrary alike to 
scripture and to reason. The scriptures say that beasts 
bave a spirit — a spirit that goetb downward, that perish*, 
es, at the moment of their death; whereas the spirit of a 
man goeth upward, and returns to God who gave it. And 
this idea certainly receives support from reason. For it is 
really impossible to conceive how mere organic matter 
can be the seat of those Acuities which develop thenv* 
selves in every part of the animated creation. We see the 
jinferior creatures exercising choice, we knaw that (hey 
posses memory, we perceive in them imagination, for ma- 
Bj of them obviously dream; and we feel tbat these are r^ 



suits that have no sort of relation to (he mere moTementl 
and changes of organic matter. Motion is not thought, mo- 
tion is not feeling, and yet motion is all that can be attri- 
buted to matter. We believe then with the scriptures 
that there is the spirit of the beast— a substance which is 
the proper seat of these sensations and perceptions and ac- 
tivities; a substance only affected by material things ft# 
round it, when itself Is so united with organic matter, that 
the laws of matter reach it through its tegument. Nor 
are we singular in professing this view of the facts. The i 
apostle Paul distinguishes man into three subsistences, the 
soul, the body and the spirit, and prays, in the cas« of his ^ 
fellow-christians in Thessalonica, that every part, "youf t 
whole soul and body and spirit,^' is his expression, "may be 
preserved blameless till the day of Jesus Christ.^ It cannot 
be admitted for a moment that such a distribution of the 
constituents of our nature should be made by the apostlCf 
made too under such circumstances of solemnity, and yet 
be construed to mean nothing. In fact, the distinction here 
drawn is uniformly kept up in the sacred scriptures, both 
Old Testament and New. The word generally employ- 
ed in relation to the principle of animal life, that seat of 
feeling and of the passions, and applied indiscriminately 
to man and to the inferior animals, is never used in con- 
nexion with the mention of those intelligent, moral and spir- 
itual principles which form the attributes of our most dis- 
tinguished part. In all Such cases the same word is employ- 
ed which is used to designate the nature of angels and of 
the Father of spirits. Nor is this confusion of the terms 
soul and spirit, so common, perhaps universal, in modern 
days, to be met with among the ancients generally. The 
Hebrews we see had perfectly distinct words to indicate 
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pt^ iiSermt subfitances, and it ia well known that both the 
Greeks and RottianS' preserved the same distinction. Nor 
win we be at any loss to rerify the (distinction thus estab- 
lished, if we will attend to the movements of our own 
' minds. We really do find that we are susceptible of im- 
pressions, and capable of activities of kinds so very differ* 
eirt, that they cannot be wall refered to the same subject 
or io the same agent;. 

Between the perceptions of sense and the perceptions 
of intellect we can trace bo imaginable resemblance. Ev. 
^ry one can feel that the impulse to action which is deriv- 
ed from animal appetites or sensations differs immeasura^ 
||y from that kind of impulse which we derive from mo- 
lives distinctly perceived and intellectually balanced by 
the immortal spirit So too we distinguish between the 
sense of pain as inflicted through the medium of the ani- 
mal economy, and the weight that presses heavy on the 
heart, the keenness of disappointment, the sting of remorse, 
the anguish of a spirit that feels because it thinks, and 
Ae seat of whose pang is incapable of being refered to a- 
ny sense or of being assigned to any place. 

Let then the laws of mere organic matter, the laws of 
mlmal sensation and perception, and the laws of mutual 
Reeling and discemement be distinctly traced, and we 
fihaU find that the three have nothing in common. To 
tnatter we can assign no properties but those of extension 
and motion; and all the changes in organic life, all that 
We see of the vegetable or animal, in so far as the corpori- 
^ty of the latter is concerned, will be found to consist en« 
iireiy in such changes as result from the motion of the 
parts. But motion is not feeling, it is not percepticH), it 
i» in itself neither pain nor pleasure* Something else must 
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be the seat of these. And that niTsterious something tfilS 
thus perceives and feels, and that acts from the impulse of 
perception and of feeling, is equally distinguishable from 
that orb of light, that spiritual, intellectual and moral ex- 
istence, none of whose perceptions have any resemblance J 
to sense, nor its emotions any thing in common with appe- 1 
tiie. 

Such then was Adam when he came a perfect beinif 
from the hands of his Creator. Constituted of three du- 
4iii)ct substances, each one regulated by its peculiar law% 
and susceptible of qualities exclusively its 6wn, yet from 
their intimate combination mutually influencing and »t 
fecting one another, the sphere of action and the field of 
enjoyment was proportionably enlarged. 

But it was that which distinguished him from the beasti 
that perish that constituted his noblest part. The intel* 
lectual, the moral, the inmiortal principle, which adapts it* 
self with equal facility to every known department of Ae 
universe of God, which annihilates the distinctions of tim6 
and space and sense, whose existence is power, whose ac« 
tivity is thought, and whose substance bore the impress of 
the Almighty Maker — that was the capital distinction of 
our nature, and well fited it for dominion in this lower 
world. 

"In our own image, after our own likeness," was the mod- 
el proposed by the Creator when he planed this master 
work; and in his own image, after his own likeness the 
exalted nature rose. 

You surely need not be told that this conformity of Ad« 
am to the image of his Maker had no sort of relation to his 
human form. Form is alone the attribute of matter. God 
IB a spirit, an infinite spirit, present to all things, in wbop 
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d things subsist* What has he to do with form? It was not 
the body, it was the immortal part of man that was fram- 
^ ed in the image of his Maker. The reuovatioD of that im- 
m age in the fallen sons of Adam ia frequently named in scrip* 
r tore, and is said to consist in knowledge, righteousness and 
boliness* And such was the impress borne by our first fa- 
ther. His understanding was unclouded; his perception 
of truth, and his power to combine it, so rapid and so strong 
fliat it was almost intuition. He knew his Maker, he \in* 
derstood himself, and he scaned the wide creation. Then 
did he resemble, though still in bumble measure, that in* 
vnite understanding, that glorious orb of light which plan* 
ed the whole creation, and whose immeasurable extent 
ten thousand such creatures never could develop. 

But intelligence, like power, is always a possession of 
changeable character. It may be an ornament or a deforok- 
ity, it may create admiration or disgust, according to the 
ends for which it is cultivated and the spirit in which it is 
employed. 

Thus walked forth the lord of the creation, gifted with 
every great and noble quality that could elevate his na« 
ture or augment his happiness. But what were all the 
rich profusion of paradise and grand variety of Eden to 
Adam while alone. Solitary indulgence soon palls upon 
the sense. Solitary grandeur soon assumes the hue of 
gloom. Sameness of scene soon ceases to excite emotion; 
and from his daily employments — from his daily contem- 
plations Adam's mind must soon have turned in upon it- 
eel t^ a lonely being, a melancholy blank in the universe 
of Crod. The inferior creation furnished no kindred spirit 
with whom he might mingle in communion sweet — the 

Kpst Qf reason ^i^d the flow ^i ^ouJt. A moment's amuses 
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inent migbt be gathered from the contemplation of the van 
rioas emfJoyments of the animated beings around him. 
The feathered tribes disputing with their fellows, the 
beasts of the fields mingling in gay and fearless frolici 
might furnish sights of happiness altogether grateful to so- 
beoeTolent a mind. But still the momentary sentiment 
furnished a suggestion, that the cooing of the dove, that 
the gambols of the herd only had a being because they 
were not alone* Had it not been for this, the ring dove^ 
all tenderness and joy and animation, would have been seat- 
ed like the raven on his solitary bough* .Yes, creation, dis* 
placed these scenes of activity and happiness, because its 
various members were^mated with their equals* But Ad- 
am was alone. He could lift up his heart indeed to that 
fountain of intelligence with whose image he was emK> 
bled; but still Jehovah dwelt in the light that is inaccesaif 
ble. A spirit housed in a material mould could notay-. 
proach to God. And those occasional manifestationsi 
such as he experienced in his first creation, could, firom 
their very nature, only be occasional; the Deity would a- 
gain retire within his own immensity, and all was deepest 
silence. Nor was Adam fitted for the constant society of 
those etherial beings who like himself were moulded in 
the Creator's image. They too are spiritual, entirely spir» 
itual; and though they might occasionally clothe them- 
selves with some material vestment, in order to commune 
with man, yet the assumption of such a dress is foreign to' 
their nature; it removed them for the time from their 
common sphere, from their kindred spirits, from their comr 
mon occupations. They must therefore soon lay aside 
their borrowed habiliments— then fading from his ^ense 
Adam is again alone. 
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if happiness be complete there must be kindred nature, 
Endowed with kindred feelings. But ^'for Adam there was 
not found an help-meet for him.^ This want was speed** 
ilj and liberally supplied the moment it was felt. Sup- 
plied in a manner the very best calculated to fill up the 
Hieasure of his happiness. ^^And the Lord caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of 
his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof. And the 
rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a 
4^m^n, and brought her unto the man.^' 
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BIOGRAPHY OF ADAM.— (coNTiirora.) 

^^JVbitr the serpent was mere sitbtile than any beast oftheJuU 
which the Lord Chd had made* And he said unto the wo* 
man^ yea, hath God said^ ye shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden f^^ Gen. iii. 1* 

In the list of human crimes it is rare to find an item that 
has not obtained a place through the influence of motives 
not only specious but in their general nature unquestiona- 
bly good. Sin has created no new source of happiness, it 
has opened up no distinct avenue through which pleasure 
may thrill home to the human heart. It is but the gratifi- 
cation of legitimate desires prized to excess and pursued 
in forbidden ways. It is but the perversion of faculties and 
affections from their temperate exercise and appropriate 
track, to the feverish, disorderly and disorganizing pursuit 
of pleasure, without regard to time or circumstances or 
the superior claims of more important occupations. Nor 
is it easy to conceive how mere gratuitous wickedness can 
exist in all the universe. The law of righteousness is deep* 
ly engraven in the breast of^every creature; like the law 
of truth, its dictates are always natural; always uppers 
most ; and as in departures iQrom the truth thi^re must ei" 
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ways 1)e an effort to depart from righteousness, so at 
least it unquestionably is in every human being till a de- 
liberate course of wickedness has sealed op to perdition 
^y transmitting every temper into those of a fiend ; and it 
is much to be questioned whether the great master of na- 
ture, who has ennobled our present theme in his immortal 
poem, did not strike the master-key of moral feeling when 
he represents the apostate fiend as planning the seduction 
of our hapless progenitors, but at the same time revolting 
from the idea of the havoc he was about to make, till he 
trmed his resolution with suggestions &lse and feverish, 

*^  I I  — - — -^-^ and with necessity 
*^The tymnt's plea excused his devilish deed." 

Tt was to a principle laudible and highly useftil in itself 
)xe addressed his temptation in the case of Eve: it was 
tiirough a feeling most amiable and of legitimate exercise 
be reached the better fortified resolutions^f Adam; and it 
was by giving way to feelings thus excited, that our unhap* 
|>y parents fell.*— For fall they did from their high estate 
of innocence and happiness, into what depths of pollution 
^nd wretchedness let all the world declare! 

The story of this disaster is both short and simple. Sur- 
rounded as they were with every bounty of nature and 
furnished with every facility for making the most of these 
advantages; under one of the finest climates and in one 
of the most favored spots of earth-— as the earth then was, 
l)efore the judgments of the Almighty scathed it; with 
paradise for their home, the wide world for theii* inherit- 
ance; their was but one slight check upon the freedom of 
iheir wills, one solitary prohibition which was to iqaark 
their subjection to the universal culer and prove alike the, 
t^ of their fealty and love. ^^Of all the trees of the 
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garden thou mayest freely eat; but of the tree of diet 
knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not cat, for in the 
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely dieJ' 

We are often asked by the captious or the confident. 
why this prohibition of an indulgence in itself so very in? 
different? And we are often compelled to listen to coup 
plaints of the severity of the judgment that awarded pei* 
dition to man and desolation to the earth for so slight 
an offence as the eating of an apple. But with how much; 
reason yx>u yourselves shall judge. Nothing can be more 
plain than the Creator^s right to assign to his creatures any 
particular grade in the scale ^fJ>eiog, and any particular 
privileges in the rank allotted to them, which he himself 
flees fit. Nor can any just claim be advanced for our con* 
tinued possession of any of these privileges, or even for 
the prolongation of existence longer than he sees propter. 
This much the creation has a right to claim, that there 
shall be freedom from suffering while there is freedom 
from sin ; and that he who creates us with appetites and 
wants shall provide in sufficiency the means of their indul- 
gence. Because to inflict pain on innocence would be of 
the essence of tyranny; to create beings with appetites 
but without the means of gratification, would be only a- 
nother form of providing pang for innocence, it would "be 
adding cruelty to tyranny. 

So long then as man remained without a law, he would 
have had a right to the enjoyment placed within his reach; 
but he could have no right to plead the continuation of 
his happiness, or even of the existei^ce on which it was 
engrafted. This security must be conveyed to him either- 
by an absolute promise, which also guaranteed his inno* 
ditice; or it must bjB provided for by the provisions of a 



bc^enaoi, on his adbef^nce to which all his hopes were 
suspended. 

. It. is sufficient for us to know that sovreignty and wisdom 
chose the latter course. Chose that man should make 
proof of his obedience, should earn a just title to eternal hap«- 
•piness, then reap the blessing as a meed from justice. Now 
what kind of obedience .would be the best test ofhis devo* 
tion? obedience to the requisitions of the moral law? should 
he be tested by the commandment thou shalt not kill, thott 
shalt not bear false witness? Man was created in the image 
of his Maker: feelings of kindness were his natural feelings: 
to depart from the truth would require a strong and most 
unnatural efibrt. There could be no self-denial in abstain- 
ing from courses so opposite to the strong propensities of 
hia being. There could be no kind of merit, no proof of 
bi^ allegiance in doing bj commandment what he did by 
nature. 

: The test must then be grounded on some indifferent 
thing, something neither prompted nor forbidden by his 
nature, that the commandment from God might be the ar 
lone reason ofhis course. It is madness then to say that 
the offence was small, because the trial was of so slight a 
texture. If but one tree was forbidden while the riches 
of paradise lay open to his grasp, then so much more gen- 
tle the trial that was alloted him — then so much feebler 
the temptation that might assail him-*-then so much fouler 
the ingratitude and daring the atrocity which for so paltry 
an indulgence would cast off subjection to the sway of the 
Eternal, and brave the fiercest of his lightnings. No, it 
was not a slight ofience that thus snapped the bands that 
bound the earth to heaven, the hopes of the creature to 

thq. throne of God. Ai^d it swelU in its proportions — it 
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deepens in its hues, because the temptation to it was of 
•o little force. 

Nor was this arrangement less favorable in its bearings 
than it was easy in its conditions. For though it is trot 
that death was denounced upon violation of the commands 
ment, yet life was as infallibly connected with its observw 
^nce. The very foct that life was so secured, provided » 
gainst ruin from any other quarter. Omnipotent gract 
then bound all other gates of death: eternal truth stool 
pledged to shield from suffering— 4nfinite wisdom guara» 
teed man's innocence, unless it should be violated in thk 
single way. It was the certain inlet to eternal life: gaaii 
this and God engaged that he should never fall. It was the 
only outlet to eternal death: ne^ect it, and ruin was fht 
immediate consequence. Was it not then a dispensatloi 
most considerate thus to narrow the ground of humaa 
watchfulness; to reduce to a single point the question ct 
obedience; and instead of leaving man to guard in his own 
strength the ten thousand doors by which death might en* 
ter in— instead of devolving on every child of Adam At 
task of working out tits own tide by such trials, and tfaaft 
amid the vicissitudes of childhood and of youth-— was it 
not an act of kindness most considerate to try the destiniei 
of creation by a restraint so very gentle, and that in a 
person so admirably fitted to give good promise of the is- 
sue. Nay, my friends, had that trial issued otherwise, it 
would have received far other comment from the sons of 
Adam. No man would have then complained of the bend* 
ing of the terms. No language could have expressed our 
sense of so much kindness, while smiles of gratulatioO 
perched on every lip, and notes of joy and thankfulness 
Swelled high from every tongue^ 
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- Indeeil so secune were the terms of our eternal happi* 
11668, 80 easy of observance, and so unlikely to be violatedi 
ftat the arch-tenqpter never hoped to compass Adam's £ril 
by a direct propoeal to exchange his noble prospects for a 
consideration so very paltry. Adam was too intelligent, 
his sense of rectitade too strong, his appetites too well reg*- 
ulated to admit a thought of his seduction by such a grosi 
proposal* If assailed successfully it must be in some oth« 
€r way. That way was but too obvious. The noble crea- 
ture who had been given for bis help afforded fiiirer pros- 
pect in a first attempt* She did not stand like Adam the 
Eead of human kind. The same deep sense of responsi- 
bility did not rest therefore upon ber mind. The com- 
niand which entered deeply into the heart of Adam would 
press less heavily on her mind, because received under 
circumstances of a less impressive character, and proba- 
bly only known to ber afi reported by her husband. Of 
judgment too less solid, there was far better chance to n^ 
lead her understanding: of fancy and of feeling more del- 
icate and lively, there seemed an easier task to work on 
ber ambition. And then, if in his temptation of the woman 
he succeeded, bet agency bid fairer than all the consider- 
ations which either appetite or ambition might have 
prompted to work this fearful downjfbll. To the lively 
inncy and aspiring mind of Eve he accordingly addressed 
tiimself. But he must do it in a way that should not a- 
larm su^icion. ^The serpent was more canning than 
all the beasts of the field which the Lord God bad made«^ 
£ve would therefore be less surprised at strong indications 
cf intelligence in such a being, and ber suspicion would 
be &r less likely to be roused by temptation fi'om that quaf 
^u Accordingly into the body of tbe serpent the temp- 
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ter wound his waj* We will not detain you t>y frnitjr 
less attempts at answering .the many idle questions that 
have been started on this subjects How did the fiend get 'H 
there? Why did God permit it? Was it literally a serpenf 
that was abused to this fell purpose? We know nothing of 
spirit except as we gather it from attending to our own.^ 
minds; we know nothing of the* laws by which spirit andfl 
matter may be so intimately combined. We know not 
the principle upon which the dictates of the will or swift 
combinations of the thoughts are uttered by the tongue. 
We who are daily doing it cannot explain our own proce^ 
dure. How then should I tell you how this cunning fiend 
got possession of the serpent and framed his organs to a 
devilish use! — Why did God permit it? Why did be per» 
mit sin? Why did he permit misery to scathe the glories 
of creation and engulph its new-bom joys? Tell me thi^; it 
is a fact spread before your eyes^ a fact written on all.rei 
cords, graven on all hearts — tell me why God permitted 
sin and misery, and I will resolve your question, why he 
did not arrest the process by which the floodgates were 
hoisted to let this deluge in. But was it really a serpent 
that the seducer used? or did he merely himself assume 
the form of a serpent the better to impose on Eve? Wa^it 
really a serpent, or was it some other animal, an individoi 
al, for instance, of the monkey tribe, that was abused to 
this foul purpose, as some modern commentators, very 
learned and fanciful, are forward to persuade us? Yes, A 
Toas a serpent, really a serpent, and not the semblance worn* 
For we find afterwards that judgment was denounced upon 
the tribe ; their appetites were changed^ so that dust should 
be their meat; and from a posture more erect, as many im^ 
agine deprived of the use of wingsj they were degraded like 



i«ptiled to crawl upon the grottDd; This mark of disgrace 
upon beings merely abused to promote tt)e purpose of tlio 
^ tempter, never could have been inflicted ha^ he merely 
assumed their form. Nor is spirit susceptible of any cor- 
poreal form* We apprehend that the distinction betweei^ 
^ subsistences, porporeal and spiritual, is wider and more im» 
Ip iDutabfe th^n is generally supposed. Vfo suspect that 
spirit never can be known to sen^e, etcept as it is invplop* 
ed io some corporeal teguteent; and that the assumptiou 
of such tegument being above the laws of nature, no crea- 
ture can change at wil) the manner of its existence, but 
must do so as by miracle, at the iknn^ediate pomm^ndment 
6f the Lord of creation, and by the direct interyention ot 
bis Almighty power. We believe it was the body of a serr 
pent that was occupied, and not a being of the monkey 
tribe. The assumptions on which this new pption rests are 
perfectly gratuitous, and directly contrary to every ei^press- 
ioQ of the scripture. Of them it is not true, as it 'm of ^erpenf; 
tribes, that dust is niade their food, because, from the pror 
grass of appetites formerly,* no doubt, delicate, and from 
the prostration of their frames, they gather off the ground;^ 
tkey eat among the dust the food that sustains their being, 
ilust becomes naturally mingled with their aliment — duisjt 
is made their food. This is not ttu^ of the other tribe sup^ 
posed. Nor have monkeys' beea degraded to crawl upon 
the ground. For though it were admited that they onc^ 
moved erect, and now w/ere prone to walk Jike four-footed 
beasts, yet a horse thus walk^, an elephaat thus walks, an4 
would it noit sound strange, would it not in fapt be false- 
hood to* say of either of them that they moved in the mai;- 
ner here expressed in judgment on the serpent — ^^Upo^ 
jby belly ^It thou go.?' |t is the fiuaunpf of sefpejij^ 

9 
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of the other it is not« But why call it a serpent, if it was a^ 
nother animaH The word is just as definite as our En^iah 
term ; and if a dispute could exist about the aneient Hebrew^ 
because we have but the one book written in that laii» 
guage, and of course slender means of fixing the real meaiifL 
ing J yet yrhy in modern times the same idea kept up? Why j 
in the Greek testament is Satan called the serpent in olK 1 
Tious reference to this old occurrence? In that languaga ! 
there can be no dispute about the meaning of the term; it . 
would be just as reasonable to insist that our English trofd | 
serpent designates a monkey, and not the reptile to whidi ' 
plain people apply it. In truth this fancy, so shallow ani ; 
so useless, scarce deserves a moment's notice. Nor wodM j 
we have noticed it at all, but that we might take ocduidb i 
to admonish you^how easily men suiler their understandings^ : 
to be imposed on by the sound of learned names ; how rel^ 
dily human vanity pursues its gratification in the adoptkli 
of singularities, no matter how unreasonable, in the anntlh 
ciation of novelties, no matter how preposterous, merely 
because they are notions out of the common road. We 
believe that the bible, like all the works of God, is suscepti- 
ble of farther and farther development; we wish to see too 
shackles imposed on freedom of inquiry into the meaning 
of all the word of God. We will honor that industry which 
elicits new discoveries of things useful and instructivCi 
nor will we reject the decisions of independent criticism 
merely because they are new. But then let it be manly 
and independent criticism. The Deity is the being of first 
rate intelligence, and his word is common sense* The 
public should frown on these impudent attempts to sport 
with their crudulity. They should repel with unmingled 
and unremiting indigiuition thi^se puerile suggestions^ tlir 



xJ&pritg,most unquestionably ,of vanity or weakness, which 
take a liberty witU the language and meaning of the scrips 
tiires, such as no man could presume to take with the wri« 
ting of a man; and thus distorting their obvious meani^ig 
to fit the mould of fancy, distort all their history, annul 
their precepts, wd iufiult the majesty and the memory of 
Him with whose book such monstrous liberties .are taken^ 
Yes, it was a serpent, ^more subtile,^ says the scripture, 'tliaa 
all the beasts of the field,^ and its subtility is to this hour 
jproverbial among the nations. 

Satan united himself with it, by what process etherial 
tpirits can tell, because its known qualities would best 
conceal the disguise and lull those suspicions which if 
•once awakened must have been fatal to his hopes. It wag 
in the absence of our first father he chose his opportunity; 
and very probably at an early moment after our first par- 
ents were settled in theix home. Habit had not yet con- 
firmed them in allegiance: experience had not endeared 
to them the possession of felicity: reflection had not ma- 
tured the sentiments which sprang from feeling. All a- 
found them was novelty, all was surprise, all within them 
!ivas the tumult of pleasurable feeling. ITor is it presum- 
Bble that Eve was endued supernaturally with that exteu^ 
^ive knowledge which adorned the mind of Adam. It was 
enough that he was so gifted. The gradual communica- 
tion of his knowledge to his loved partner would itself be 
OLTk employment of no mean delight; a delight which Divine 
benificence might very well allot them to fill up many an 
hour of their comparative loneliness. 

To Eve then the address of the serpent would not be 
.jBo surprising. All nature was new to her; she knew not 
>i^ first limits that distinguish its va«:ious tribes. JBut she 
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-fr^ ah intelligent b^ing: she knew well the commandftieD^< 
tDuch not the tree of knowledge; she was a being formed 
in the image of her Maker; conscience testified the base* 
iless of violating hid prohibitions. 

Hath God told thee^ said the serp^nt^ that thou shalt 
itiot pluck that fruit. Nay, thou shalt i]ilit;sarely die. ^^For 
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof^ then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be bj& gods knowing goo4 
knd evil." It was an appeal to one of the strongest prior 
ciples of her nature. Less prone "to enter upon thougUf 
abstruse ;'^ lesis prone to prize those discriminating powen 
that form the greate.st riches of immortal mind ; less apt tt 
be guided by that spirit of calculation, cold and slow and 
(cautious^ which governs the decisions and shapes the coft* 
diict of miankind at large, and which in mankind fallen €^ 
ten locks the better feeling in eternal frost; woman ads 
tnore froiti the impulse of her feeling. Exquisitely fine 
and exquisitely flexible, those feelings become the instinc- 
tive prompters of her thoughts* Perception with her, is 
lilmost intuition ( in decision she is rapid, in expedient she 
is fruitful; her decision is made, her expedients are tried, 
•her object is accomplished, while saturnine man, perplex- 
ed and calculating, lingers tardily behind ; less apt perhaps 
to form erroneous judgments^ but more tardy to execute 
where the judgment is decided; 

These principles result in two features of female cha^ 
acter strikingly prominent. The love of novelty is a com- 
hion principle of our nature; in man it is more a princi- 
ple of abstract speculation ; in woman it is a feeling active 
and impetuous; Her active eye discerns ten thousand 
lobjects that prompt investigation, which man,more contem- 
|)lative, would readily overlook, aad her warm feeling^ seek 



'Iddttlgetide in the ifnmediate search. Thus the love of 
aoveltjr mounts up to curiosity, a highly pleasing, often* 
times an useful appetite, but an appetite restless and insa- 
tiate las the grave* Qqrjosity, the investigator of truth, 
the .puiiyfeyor of the sciencejs, the handmaitl of the arts, the 
mother of invention: — <:uriQaity^ the prompter to rashness, 
the harbinger of danger, the guide to ruin, curiosity was 
fataj to the iQother of all living, and has proved the bane 
0f myriads of hier daughters. 

" Nor was this the only principle that ojperated with 
iCve. That fitie and delicate sense which is wrought up 
to extacy by seeing, derives impressions no less lively and 
commanding from all the beauties and magnificence which 
iie open to inspection^ It is that therefore which prompts 
i» works of taste and neatness; it is that highly sensitive 
feeling which, apart form the inore cold .dictates of the un- 
derstanding, shrinks back instinttively from gros^ness and 
unfitness; it is that principle which is really the guardian 
Y)f taste and of decorum in the world* Man xrould be more 
careless, more rude and less aspiring, be would aim at fewr 
er of the accommodations or of the elegancies of life, di^ 
not the finer and instinctive feelings of the other sex enfoi^ce 
a higher standard of attainment; But then that very priiv- 
ciple which, from its superior delicacy, stands centry over 
the decencies of life; because it apprehends with exqui$lte 
discernment the charms and the advantages of profusion 
And distinction^niay readily bebome a trap for the rectitude 
of those who cherish it, by transmutation into childish 
vanity, studying appearances only when they should weigh 
the wofth of things; or by rising from a temperate and 
legitiihate desire of distinction into the consuming fires 
of inordinate Umbition* So fell our toother ^ve. The 



serpent had toU her fliat if she ate that frait, she fihoaM 
be as God, knowing good and evil; she saw in his work 
the trace of wondrous knowledge; her curiosity was raised; 
she should like to know what he knows* She saw in bis 
creation the attestation of a grandeur vast beyond express* 
ion; her vanity took wing; she should like to appear as 
he did: Her ambition was on fire; she would be peerieM 
as her Maker. Her informant had told her she shouU 
become as God, knowing good and evil. The eiqperinBent 
was an easy one, it was well worth the trying, she thought 
to be as God. But had not her husband told her that 
&r difierent would be the issue of the periloos trialT jUl 
yes, but the serpent had just informed her otherwise; bar 
husband might possibly be mistaken in the matter, Ar 
surely that kind, that gentle creature knew. But God 
himself had said it, in the day that thou eatest tbon shstt 
surely die. Should God be discredited and the seipent 
be believed? Why then the serpent had just now spoken it 
that she should not surely die« Most probably, my friendly 
she did not weigh these matters. The suggestion was a 
•uddeii one, it was tempting, it was bewildering. As yet 
she knew not evil, she tbou^t not of any £dsehood, in tiie 
whirl of curiosity, with the gorgeous imagery of all she wsb 
about to gain flitting before her eye; she thought not of 
her husband, she thought not of her Maker: she saw proB- 
pecfs far different from those which had been depicted by 
eter-^al truth, and, under the impulse of the feeling thnf 
elicited, unthinking 

^^her rash hand in evil hour 
"Forth reaching to the fruit, she plucked, she eat. 
"Earth felt the wound, and nature from her seat, 
J'Sighiiig through all her works, gave signs of woe, 
^^That aU vas lost," 
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Sut wfaeite, meanwhile, was Adamt Him she speedily 
Jiund. What were bis emotions on the di'fcovery ot this 
deed, we can readily imagine^ but no man may describe. 
You too are human. Depict them for yourselves. Fear 
iiot to let imagination loose. One thing is certain. Adam 
could not be deceived. The apostle Paul has told us he 
%ras not deceived. He saw at once the full extent of the 
calamity. He indeed was safe, but Evjb was gone irre- 
coverably; Eve was gone forever. Now mark the hus- 
band of this rash and desperate woman, ye who imagine 
that holiness of heart is death to every tender and every 
noble feeling. The commandment was still unbroken by 
our federal head. He knew full well the calamity that 
must ensue upon the breach of it. Eternal felicity and 
eternal honors were full before his eyes. No, Adam was 
not deceived. He looked upon his partner, he knew the 
judgment of unbending righteousness. And now, what 
should he do? Why, wait the issue of the pending judg- 
Bient. Why, wait till, Eve removed from paradise, God 
should cast him into a second sleep, and of another rib pre- 
pare another help-mate as iair and far more blessed. Nq. 
Such thing might not be. Another might be fairer, but 
Btill she ws(s not Eve. Another might stand firm in ever* 
lasting bliss. Warned by the fate of a hapless predecessor; 
but then she would not be Eve. She was the first, she had 
been the only object of attachment; and God has gravea 
deeply in the hearts of all creation the memory of a first 
and honorable love. Times and circumstances and scenes 
teay change, Other objects may succeed, other prospects 
'^ may unfold themselves, but the memory never perishes of 
that first impression that thrilled Ihro' the trembling heart. 
$io i Adsm was not dc«eiY«4* i^i* £y« ^^ perisbf d^ pei^ 



ished without redemption, and he wonlil perish too. We 
Will not saj in rash, bat stiU in etil hour, he toe put forth 
his I^and* He plu-cked, he ate. No wonder if 

"Nature gave a second groan, 
^^Sky loured, and mutterir g thunder, some sad dropr 
^Wept at completing of the mortal sin.'' 

It was done, and the decree Of heaven went forth, ^^Dqst 
thou art and unto dust thou sbak return.^' But on that seih 
tence we may not now detain you. We lock up for the 
present this guilty and haptess pair in that paradise now 
rendered a very prilson house. On the morning of neit 
Lord's day, we will altcompany them to judgment. To a 
a judgment that wad mingled with unutterable mercy,'for 
eternal truth had sealed the diDom irrevocable,* '^the wages 
of sin is death,'' yet eterQal mercy had itself provided a 
Iamb for the sacrifice. 

We reserve to the concluding stage of this biography, 
thevarious lessons suggested by this scene. There is od* 
\y one to which we would solicit your attention at the pre- 
sent moment. Let the history of our first parents illufr 
trate the remark we made at the commencement of this 
discourse. The great part of human crimes originate not 
in principles essentially bad, but in those which are just 
and proper in themselves, but only followed out to excess, 
or urged at improper times. And those pursuits in which 

* 

Bo many make shipwreck of the faith, and those attaiih 
ments for which so many barter the hope of eternal life, 
are for the most part matters quite allowable in themselves. 
We do not say, abstain from pleasures, because many arc 
intoxicated by them; nor from the love of honest fame, be- 
cause many sacrifice principle to it; nor from the diligent 
pursuit of busuie^js, beQause many are so engro^ed hy it 
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that they think of nothing else. But we do say that you 
are only safe when 6n the side of caution ; we say that be* 
cause a particular pursuit be allowable, it does not there" 
fore follow that you should give it all your time— all your 
heart. There are other objects in the universe besides 
those which strike our senses; there are other pleasures 
provided that it is important we should cultivate; there 
are other duties binding to which we must attend; to eve- 
ry thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose un« 
der heaven; and that person acts as the veriest fool and 
madman, who overlooks the greater in attending to the 
less. How deeply was nature mingled with tfa^e motives 
of our first unhappy mother! How near to the supremacy 
of kind and noble feeling approached those emotions in the 
bosom of our first father, whi6h wrought the mortal sin. 
It seemed so much a deed of unutterable tenderness, of ex- 
alted fellow feeling, that though righteousness condemhied 
it, though we must condemn it as a judgment most unhal- 
lowed, that thus respected the creature more than the Cre- 
ator; yet was it an act of such heroic desperation that we 
migbt almost imagine that when the recording angel wrote 
it in his hook, such tears as angels weep ran rapid down his 
cheek, and blurred ite^er it dried. Let us then remember 
tiiat the finest feelings and most innocent enjoyments may 
Terge on actual crime. Let no single occupation seduce 
ircfOi other duties. t^et us above all things commit 
f he keeping of our hearts to God, now that they are de- 
ceitful and desperately Wicked; and knowing that if we 
are wise, for ourselves we shall be wise; bijit if we scora 
this aeedful caution, we alone must bear it^ 

E 
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BIOGRAPHY OP ADAM.--(contince».) 
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And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the gQf\ 
den in the cool of the day .* and Adam and his vnfe hid thetnr 
selves from the presence of the Lord God amongst tha trees of 
the garden. Geo. iii. 8« 

Jt is a saying to which the experience of all ages lends 
its sanction, that we learn to estimate the value of our 
blessings mainly hy their loss. There is but one object bt 
all this universe who can completely fill the grasp of men's 
illimitable faculties ; but one whom we can never love too 
ardently or pursue too eagerly. In whatever other way, a- 
bout whatever other object the faculties are employed, they 
soon become familiarized with all that it affords ; and con* 
tented only when the feelings are wrought up to ecstasy, 
we speedily begin to droop till some new pursuit is offe^ 
cd, and cast away from us like children the bauble we had 
gained. Thus we lightly prize the possession of our fac- 
ulties, unless when something presents itself to keep them 
on the stretch — we esteem as nothing the ordinary privi- 
leges of life, the enjoyment of our health, the bounties of 
providence, the endearments of friendship, of the social 
circle, of the sacred hour; heaven's light beams upon us, 
and we discern It not; heaven's ambient atmosphere pours 
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in its warmth and vigor, and we feel it not; heaven gifts us 
with the liberty of council and of act, and we regard it 
liot. The heart inured to the possession of these incalcu* 
]able blessings still pines for something else. Butifjudg* 
^ents like whirlwinds desolate our path; if sickness — if 
fever flame through the trembling nerves of map and boil 
diong his veiujs; if poverty arrest him with its cold and iron 
grasp; If he be exiled from his family and from all his 
lieart holds dear; if prisons immure him among pestilen- 
tial vapours and shut out the light of day. Ah! then he 
feees no blessings are like those ordinary blessings which 
while they were bis own were scarcely felt or tho.ught of. 
He wonders at the care which clouds the brow of many 
who are in possession of all th^se things* And he con^ 
dudes that if health and a home and plenty were restored 
to him, he would never — never more be discontented or 
Unhappy. 

Such, my dear friends, is the common history of man* 
When the heir of many privileges, all is disregarded in 
the pursuit of something else. When those privileges are 
forfeited, he feels and acknowledges that nothing was so 
precious as that which he cast away. Thus is human life 
one eternal round of ingratitude and regret. Ingratitude 
for the blessings placed fairly at our command ; regret thajt 
we did not know them when they were all our own» 

It was a lesson which our nature learned at an early 
day. Innocence was the glory of man at his creation. 
Surrounded with all the possession of heaven's bounty, it 
was innocence that guarranteed the possession of his hap* 
piness, innocence that kept in poize those well regulated 
feelings which rendered the heart contented and the hap^ 
piness Qomplete.r While juu^ocent, it was bis privilege to 
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hold converse tvith high heairen; ethereal spirits were bul 
his elder brethren, and might have often extended to him 
their vbsitations of love ; all beneath the sun was subjected 
to his dominion; and there was nothing to hurt him, noth- 
ing that could destroy in all this universe. 

But the loss of innocence was the loss of all. How sud- 
denly and how rashly he cast this pearl away we said on 
last Lord's day. And now nothing seemed to await him 
but the infliction of the penalty. Eternal divorcement 
from the blessings he had forfeited, embittered by the sting 
4;»f eternal self-reproach. 

But we contemplate not only a change in all his pros- 
pects; we mark him degraded by a change of all his b^V 
ings. Beautified no longer with the charms of ccHiscious 
innocence, he was no longer ennobled by the sense of con^ 
ficious worth. His first impression was a sense of sbamet 
"The eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and 
made shemselves aprons." 

We will not consume time that may be far better occu- 
pied, in stating the many idle and whimsical speculations 
that have been indulged on this subject. Many are the 
devices and great have been the pains to account for the 
ignorance of this happy pair in relation to the circum- 
stance thus said to have been revealed to them by the first 
transgression. We believe however that it is labour wast- 
ed to no kind of purpose. It is not a fact that they were 
ignorant on this subject, nor is it conceivable how they 
should have been. In the last verse of the preceding chap- 
ter this circumstance is alluded to, not as a thing unknown 
tothem, but as a matter which in their state of innocence 
gave them no concern. It was guilt that was the parent 
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tit the nel^se of shame; and tke stvong expressiom ivhich 
occur thFoaghout thki chapter, are sufficientlj accounted 
ibr on the principle that the suggestion of any thing im- 
proper in this circumstance must have originated from 
some source very foreign from their own native and inno^ 
cent conceptions. 

It is more important to notice an objection to the rep^ 
tesentation of the state of innocence, that has been ground- 
ed on this circumstance. Variety of. climate and of sear 
son, it is said, have their foundation in the order of things* 
There must always have been the winter and the summer; 
and how are we to suppose that such changes would have 
comported with the convenience of mankind, had they 
continued innocent, and spread abroad upon the earth? 
We have only to reply, that all argument drawn from the 
existing state of things, and applied to the former state, is 
perfectly out of place. Man knows very little of the e- 
conomy of nature. And at this moment we well know, a 
perfect revolution on the philosophy of light and heat is 
taking place in the world. A revolution which afiects e- 
qually the theories of the nature and of the causes of light 
and heat. If it be a fact, as is now admitted, that they are 
perfectly different things ; if it be a fact, as is supposed, that 
the sun contributes neither,but merely give&activity,in50ine 
way not yet discovered, to the matter of light and beat 
with which our elements are stored ; then no man may 
undertake to say that the intensity of either, or the ab- 
sence of either, is necessarily dependent on the altitude of 
the sun under any given latitude, or on our nearneas or 
remoteness from the centre of the system. For ought we 
can tell, the manner of both is connected with arrange- 
ment^ on which the sun beams only incidentally. For' 
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ought we can tell, tbe Georgiam planet, rolling as be dcfea, 
16,00 millions of miles away from the orb of day, may, 
nevertheless, be favoured with as brilliant light, and with 
as genial warmth, las ever fructified and blessed our e« 
quinoctial climes. But be the order and the laws of na- 1 
ture what they may, we cannot account for the sudden | 
chaosces and highly various temperature so frequently ex- 
perienced in one and the same place, during the same sea* 
son, and to all appearance under the same general circum* 
stances. Why then bring in our crude suppositions and 
balf-formed theories — suppositions ever changing, theoriei 
perpetually new-modeling ; — why oppose these flimqr and 
iSragile things to the word of him who appoints the earfb 
its seasons, who marshals all its elements, and who can 
change them at his will? 

"The eyes of them both were opened, and fhey knew 
that they were naked." Guilt unhinged their moral con^ 
stitution, and strong emotions and painful suggestions, to 
which innocence was a stranger, now pressed upon their 
hearts. Thus did they verify the promise of the tempter. 
Knowledge ofevil they sought for; knowledge of evil they 
attained; — they found it in the quick and painful senSQ 
of unutterable shame. 

But the hectic that stains the ashen cheek of guilt is but 
one of many evils to which sinners are subjected. They 
were soon to experience a more commanding emotion than 
that from which they shrunk. Trepidation and terror soon 
succeeded to abashment. Their Creator, as he no doubt 
would iiave been often wont to do, assumed the semblance 
of hunnanity, that he might hold converse with his chil- 
dren; and they recognized the sound of his approach 
Ibrough the garden. There had. been a time when their 
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Itearts would have leaped at the well known sound, and 
with all the alacrity of innocent delight they would have 
sprung to meet him. But that time was past forever. It 
is only innocence that can endure the glance of purity ; it 
is only love, tender and confiding, that anticipates delight 
in the ^presence of authority. Let the remembrance of 
transgression press upon the conscience, and the self-accu- 
sing heart will make far other movement. Suspicion, like a 
dark and murderous fiend, now bounds into the seat of 
high-minded confidence, and every principle of the moral 
constitution sustains an immediate change. No mortal 
man can be in love with misery; he cannot look with com- 
placency to the quarter whence he fears it. No creature 
in the universe can love its own dishonor; it hates as well 
stfi fears the scrutiny that would reveal it. Yes, suspicion 
sits enthroned as the veriest fiend in nature; it throws a 
sickly and heart-sinking gloom over the splendors of the 
day; the whole creation withers at its touch; and its breath 
converts the noblest feelings of the heart into sensations 
the most painful— -the milk of human kindness to worm* 
wood and to gall. 

It was with a feeling far other than that of licensed 
love, that this hapless pair recognized the footsteps of their 
fbrmer friend. Abashed and terrified, they shrunk back 
from his approaches, and sought concealment among the 
thick trees of the garden. But why should Adam shrink? 
Did he not know that it was the voice of the Omniscient? 
Did he not know that ^^the darkness and the light are both 
alike to him?'' Did he not know that though refuge had 
been found ten thousand fathoms deep below the surface 
of the ground, yet distance is nothing; and no obstruction 
cw be opposed to that penetrating glauQe whi.ch cleaves 
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dte dark Bbjw iMjnini orektioalB cincle, and raosaclcB the 
jfecenet oftaind m veil as mattert Yes, every jot of this 
Was full, well bBowa to Adaoh He bad been created io 
tbeiiwge of bia Maker, wttb.A bigh degree of knowledge 
aa well as holtiieu of heart. Bat wbo does not under- 
Btaodhsw Tear suqteodi&e exercise of thought, andbewil> 
den the concejptioBi of tbe iDightteftmindf Whodoeanot 
kuow, that the detected trauigresBormiist be hardened be- 
yond conception, whao the discover; of bU baseness, even 
in the very act, does not fill bim with trepidation like the 
bunted roe, and leave bin Toid of expedients as the lilly 
do?ef Experienced villainy is generally b&rdened villainy. 
Tbk wretcfa wbo baa succeeded in itifitng his conscience, 
or wbo has been long accustpined to the developmeid of 
crime,, may cease to treinble, may be fniitful in expedient, 
.with all his imfudenee and all bis iacultits completely at 
command, becauK be is a practised and a hardened vil- 
lain. Such must be left to abasbnaeat in that houc when 
beaven^B hoarse thander shall arge the challenge home, 
and the avenging fires that flash from forth the throne, 
shed on his deeds their pale but piercing ray. 

Our progenitor was not thus hardened in deceit. This 
was his first oSence — it was an humble oSbnce, it harrow- 
ed up big coaactence, it stapified his intellect, and When 
be heard the voice of the Almighty, he obeyed the suddcD 
Impulse to spring behind the trees. ^ 

But there is a voice Ibat can compd obedience even 
from a fiend. Let that voice comaaaod him, and however 
tardy, however reluctant, Adaaa must obey. See then 
tbk guilty pair awve forward from tfeir concealment j^ 
alow and abashed. The first thoughthp exercised recur- 
e4 to his shameAl ^ligte } tiH gnt »Mt(ftce be uUfir«d) waf 
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a weak apology founded ontbat plight: *'I heavd thy voice 
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked ; and 
I hid myself." More than this he wo«ld fondly not have 
said* But his Maker struck the cord that vibrated to hia 
conscience, and the whole truth must come out "Who 
told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the 
tree, whefeof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not 
^t?' Mark now the answer of this desperate man: see how 
prevarication leads on to impudence; how ingratitude to 
God makes way for a spirit of unkindness to hia crear 
tures. 

He had at first sought shelter under a prevaricating aa« 
swer, attempting to explain things by telling half the truth. 
This would not do. The whole truth was extorted; his 
guilt stood confessed, flow irreverent, how desperate 
was he rendered by that guilt! He next attempts to im- 
plicate his Maker: ^the woman whom thmi gcpvest me to be 
with me, she gave me of the tree." What an ungrateful, 
what a disrespectful recognition of the Creator's bounty 
in providing him that last, best gift. But it is thus that nature, 
once debased from its high estate, will stoop to any act of ins- 
gratitude and meanness. Adam is not the only man who has 
songfat to ^cape detection by many a tortuous course, and 
who, when the fact has been proved beyond the possibility 
of den3ring. has laboured to extenuate what could not be 
excused ; to involve parties the most innocent as accessa- 
ries -to his crime; and even to sully the fame of heaven's 
spotless purity, by pleading its allotments as the'predispo* 
Ising cause of the abuse of all its bounties. You will not* 
wonder that the man who could thus say to his Creator, 
you gave me the woman who has wrought my sin,^you arc 

yourself the cause of sdl Ais miscbjieff**-Yoft will not wour 
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der that the man who could put such coimnent on his Afor 
ker's kindness, should strive still more to shield himself^ by 
pointing the vengeance to his hapless partner^s head. We 
saw, and we admired on last Lord^a day, the great and 
gallant spirit of this man, while as yet he stood secure in 
innocence, and mourned his partnec^s fall. We celebra- 
ted the tenderness and the truth of that affection which 
knew no happiness but in connexion with the object of hi& 
love. But where is now that great and gallant spirit! 
Where is now that true and tender heart, which, forgetful 
of itself, of its privileges and prospects, would know notb^ 
ing, regard nothing but the misery of Eve I Gone with the 
innocence that gives vigor to such feelings! perished with 
the expiring spirit of devotion^ O let no one imagine that 
the person who spurns the kindness of his Maker, will long 
cherish real kindness for a fellow. worm. That the heart 
which proves unfaithful to its Maker, can give a pledge of 
fidelity to any other being. Guilt not only renders des* 
perate, it renders selfish too. And whatever men may 
promise, whatever they may feel while prospects are fair 
and the mind at ease, they will feel only for themselvea 
when a horror of thick darkness begins to settle on the souU 
Thus felt, thus acted our fallen father in this day of dread 
accounts While innocent he braved perdition for her 
sake ; but together with his innocence his fellow feeling 
fled. He could then think of Eve without thinking of her 
rtisery, he could add his accusations to the upbraidings of 
her conscience, he could hold up that object once too ten- 
derly beloved, that as an a^gis she might shield him from 
the arrows of the Almighty. "0, momentary grace of 
mortal man !" 

But we mui^ ti^astea through this triaU The answer? c^ 



48ERHON VT; 1^ 

£ve furnished likewise an apologj, bat an apology con- 
fining nothing but the truth: *Hhe serpent beguiled me 
and I did eat." The serpent, or rather he who abused 
the serpent^s organs, had no apology to offer. He was al- 
ready recognized as an old offender; his inotives were 
^uite obvious. It was hatred to God, a wish to deface his 
^ew and beautiful creation, and a desire to soothe his own 
hopeless anguish with the sight of similar anguish in his 
dark abode. But to him the judge would not deign to 
put a question. 

And now, the guilt made manifest, the only remaining 
Btep was to award the judgment. The first decree was 

issued against the serpent; say against the instrument of 
this sad disaster. His appetites were^ changed and 
rendered gross and undiscriminating; from a nobler port 
he was thrown prostrate to crawl like reptiles on the 
ground, and irreconcilable enmity was decreed between 
him and his fellow creature man. /^He shall bruise thy 
bead, and thou shalt bruise its heel." All this has beeu 
fulfilled. All this has been accomplished. We know not 
now the former condition of the serpent tribe. But we do 
know that his gross appetites seek their supplies upon the 
ground ; we do know that he crawls like a reptile on the 
•earth, and that dwelling in the dust, and feeding in the 
dust, dust unavoidably becomes a portion of his food. We 
•do know that the serpent often inflicts his mortal bitOi ' 
^and that man who fears and hates him often succeeds to 
crush his head. But the denunciation here uttered had 
*a twofold application; it struck likewise at that more cun- 
ning and malignant being who was identified with the ser*. . 
' pent in the commission of this crime. To that circuni- 
il^nce we ^iU be at libeft^r to advert in due time. Mean* 
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while it may be asked, what offence had the serpent trib|5 
committed, and why were they degraded because of a- 
nother^s crime? We have only to reply, that the unintelli- 
gent creation are not properly in any case the subjects of 
moral government; if they be involved, it is only incident* 
ally, and the degradations they suffer are incidental too* 
Meanwhile it is clear that on the serpent tribe no positive 
wrong has been inflicted. God assigns and may assign to 
his creatures any rank he pleases in the scale of his crear 
tion* Man may not complain that he was not made an 
angel; nor the oyster that it cannot cleave the ocean like 
the dolphin, or soar like the eagle high against the sun. If 
the serpent were lowered in the scale of creation, its appe- 
tites were lowered too. It recognizes no change, it feeb . 
ZK> loss. Meanwhile to man there is taught an important 

Wesson, which God had a right to employ his' creatures in 
illustrating. In fact this dispensation but conformed to a 
very general law, that every object, animate or inanimatef 
which has served to promote the purposes of sin, shall serve 
also as & memorial of God's hoUness and justice. Thus 
was tlie fruitful vale of Sodom reduced to a bitter and fe- 
tid pool: thus was Babylon, the great patron of idolatry and 
the great seat of oppression, reft of all her glories, and 
rendered the habitation of every doleful creature: thus 
shall Rome, "the mother of aboniinations," be consumed 
with fire, then sunk like a millstone into the depths of the 
pea: thus was this whole world visited at one time by an 
overwhelming flood, which buried in one vast ruin not on- 
ly man the offender, but every work of man, every thing in 
jSjJiature that might perpetuate in any way. the memory of 

^s crimes. And thus we are taught that another day ap- 
approaches In which the keen search of all-devouring fire 
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^Ul leave nothing nnvisited, nothiog unpurified wbich 
anan has polluted to the purposes of sin. So that while 
man is fiummoned to his last account, while man is startled 
' hy the braying of heaven's loud trumpet, bis nu)ther earth, 
the seat of his manifold enormities, — earth racked in her 
bowels and wr^ped in sheets of flame, shall toss and bel^- 
low like a stricken whale. According to this rule was the 
judgment of the serpent. 

But the punishment of him who actuated the serpent 
Was more pointed and severe. Between him and the wo- 
Bian's seed God announced perpetual enmity. He had suc- 
ceeded indeed in Involving hapless man in the guilt of his 
rebellion; he had taken a ready way to deface all the glo- 
ries of this lower world ; and he might suppose that his tri- 
umph was complete. That he and man united in rebel- 
iioD and bound together in one common lot of misery, might 
together lay such plans, as fiends may execute, and point 
' their united efforts against the throne of God. 

Nay, says the judge, let not the tempter think so* In- 
finite wisdom shall confound this dark array. Infinite 
«iercy shall break this league of wickedness. Man shall 
jFet be linked in confederation with his Maker, and prg- 
dltim eternal enmity against his foul betrayer. This cre- 
ation shall be rescued from the grasp of destruction, every 
vestige of its sin shall be destroyed ; and redeemed^ repair- 
•ed, and more than ever beautified, she shall roll on in her 
bourse iimong the stars forever. And God, against whose 
honour this rebellion had been pointed; God, whose wis- 
;dom it was intended to render questionable, and the glory 
of whose goodness it was cakulated to obscure, by point- 
ing his vengeance against the creatures of his hand ; — God 
the altsuffici^nt shall retire Irom this pontest, better known 
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and more beloved by all orders of intelligence, not xarSf 
as M:h^ Being of immeasurable resources to correct aud (b 
control the mad efforts of hh enemies, but as the God of 
QPUtterable tenderness, of unequalled fellow-feeling, sad, 
of a bounty that knows no bounds. 

No, let not the tempter suppose his plans successfiiL 
Cunning as he is, that being must be cunning far beyond 
his measure, who by tortuous courses can outwit Omnii* 
cience. Strong as are the bands that now bind men aud aff 
gels in one common interest and feeling against their Makefi 
these bands must be stronger ten thotrsand thousand tiine^ 
or the arm of the Omnipotent can never fail to sever tfaenii 

No, let this foul fiend who now triumphs in Ins 8uccefl» 
leturn to his den, carrying with him this assuranoCi thait 
if canning taught him to compass man's destruction in the 
body of a serpent, wisdom enables God to work oat maiA 
salvation in the person of a man. That if fellowship in 
guilt and in the destinies of misery have made man the 
friend of Satan; fellowship with the Messiah, and a share 
in all his triumphs, shall make man the friend "of God« 
Yes, let that tempter go, but not rejoicing in his momentar* 
ry triumph. Let him bear with him the intelligence down 
to lowest hell, that his folly has prepared for man a higher 
destiny, and for God a nobler triumph and a brighter famSi 
than could ever have been their's had man moved UMC^ 
duoed in the paradise below, and had God our Saviour 
never left his throne on an errand of unutterable love. 
Ho has only provided for an illustrious triumph, when the 
lawful captive shall be released from his possession, the 
"prey of the terrible wrested from his bands. For a while 
he mav succeed to inflict on us many sorrows. Often may 
he paia us ; he may even shoot paiig into the bosom ^ 
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Ifesfiiab, when be darts bU poisonous fang into the heel of 
matk* But Messiah shall arise fronr the stroke of tempor- 
pd death; bis redeemed shall all rise in immoi^al youth and 
{rigor, an(l the universe shall judge to whom appertains 
the wisdom and the victory, when man thus risen lifts a- 
gainst the serpent his now invulnerable heel, and crushes 
bis audacious head. Such was the judgment denounced 
against the tempter: a sentence conveyed in highly enig- 
matic language; but which you will find as we proceed 
through this course was still more and more explained. 
40U know the way in which it has already been fulfilled. You 
know what myriads have broken league with the tempter, 
Ind have exerted every nerve in the service of his great 
tad good antagonist* And heaven could now enfold to U8| 
yereour eyes but strengthened to pierce yon empyrean — 
beaven could unibld to us^ her congregated hosts, redeemed 
!rom every country, the saved of every age, inheriting far 
other home than what the tempter had anticipated ; now 
the objects of his envy, but no more of his attacks. 

We must defer till next Lord's day, the judgments pro- 
Qounced upon the other culprits. Nor have we time to 
add more than a single reflection upon that which we have 
xeviewed. 

Deceit is the great weapon of the adversary of God and 
man* Deceit — cunnings— the sly insinuating course is the 
common result of all who attempt improper objects*. Let 
fbe sons of cunning learn that deceit will never prosper 
under the government of God. He is the defender of the 
right, he is the avenger cdf iniquity. "The shield of the 
stranger, the father of the fatherless, the husband of the 
iridow, the champion of the oppressed." All this he has 
WdertakeD«. Will be neglect his charge* X^t no msnk 
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tben glorj in the BucceBs of his craftinefla. He must hfi ' 
artful indeed if he circomvtnt Omniscience; he must be 
migtitj indeed if he Mreak those foils which the hand of 
Omnipotence is pledged to cast around him. Like Satao 
he may triumph in a inomentary success; like Satan be 
will discover ihat his triumph was premature. Let no 
good man cultivate a crafty plotting spirit. If his object 
be a good one, it needs no such dubious aid ; if it be a bad 
one, he ought never to pursue it. Let no pious mB9 
fear the machinations of the cunning. God is the protect- 
or, he has pitched bis infinite wisdom against the arts of 
the deceiver; you have only to stand still .and see liifl grea^ 
salvatien. 

. Let no great and gallant spirit demean his lofty ie^ngi 
to point plot against plot, or to answer wile witb wile^ 
Freeborn sincerity is the attribute of nobleness. If he mnt 
act OB the defensive, let it be in the light of hearen. In- 
nocence is the native and the strongest fort |Of courage. 
And one- single effort made in the strength of innocence 
will do more solid execution than ten thousand poUcies. 
An arrow thus shot will designate its course like light* 
ning through the «kies; it will fly terrific and decisive to 
its aim, as the thunderbolt of heaven. Ours then be (be 
prayer of the deep reflecting psalmist, "remove far from 
me the way of lying;" and4et fiJl our conduct be model^ 
on that prayer. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF ADAM^(concluded.) 

'^Vhto the woman he said^ I will greatly multiply thy sorrouf 
and thy conception: in sorrow thou shall bring Jorth chil' 
dren; and thy desire shall be to thy husband^ dnd he shall 
rule orver theej^ Gen. iii. IG. 

"Ye know not what will be on the morrow*" Such was 
the soand and seasonable suggestion of one of the apostles 
to persons too much busied in sketching out plans for fu- 

- i;ure operations, while regardless of the privileges and unV^ 
mindful of the duties of the present hour. We n^ied not 
say to you that this same suggestion has been equally ap^ 

 • propriate and equally seasonable in every succeeding age. 
 From the humblest cottager up to the master of empires, 

'- ' all human beings are prone to occupy themselves in sketch- 
ing plans for futurity* Plans predicated on the stability 
of their present possessions^ or on the security of those ob- 
jects which they have in prospect: — Plans that have no 
value but as connected with to-morrow; and yet to-nM>r- 
row belongs not to the projector. What lessons are we 
taught on the instability of human things! When we pass 
by the grave oi genius, prematurely struck off from the 
lengthening roll of fame; when we pass the grave of the 

<?ager and successful man of business, hurried away frojani 

T 
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his occupations e'er he had half reached the point to which 
they were directed; when we look on the termination of 
any one career, no matter what, by which our attention 
had been arrested, we concede ^4n sober sadness" the in* 
stability of human things; and sighing, say to the now in- 
active slumberer, O, if thou hadst known, even thou, how 
soon and suddenly thy career must terminate, how differ^ 
ent the prospects on which thine eager eye had bent! how 
different the objects that had engaged thine efforts! Bu^t 
wbv refer to the lessons of many ages? Why pry into the 
hearts o{ eager multitudes pressing forward to a goal which 
few of them will reach, and intoxicated with prospects- 
which they shall never realize. 

We have before us in the history of these first of human 
kind a far more interesting and pointed lesson on the inr 
stability of human things, than any other that can be eXr 
hibited from the records of our race. Let your eye rest 
on this mother of all living. In the morning she walked 
forth the mrstreas of creation ; how exquisite in beauty, 
how lovely in her innocence, what lustre in her eye, what 
grace in every step, they can best instruct you who know 
how God can beautify and dignify his works, and whose 
hearts are most alive to the power of female loveliness 
when consecrated by intelligence and purity of heart. We 
know very well that there is no object in creation — no, 
neither man nor even angetcan levy such a tribute as wo. 
man may extort when in any measure resembling the crea- 
ture God first made her. It is not so much the lustre of 
surprising beauty, it is not the lofty port of all-confound- 
ing intellect, it is not the sentiment erf* pity for weakness 
and dependence: — it is nothin<T of all this that constitir. S 
her power. It is that mixture of intelligence and loveli* 
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and tenderness; it is those ten thousand nameless 
1>eauties too exquisitely delicate to paint, too variant to 
delineate, and too rare to have names in our common-life 
vocabulary, that constitute the inexplicable, the unutters^. 
ble charm. We have recognized and we yet do homage 
to the lineaments of these perfections in a lew of her many 
daughters: but the mother of all living inherited them all. 
IShe was the first of this new species in creation, and it was 
proper that she should exhibit what it is in the powerof 
tsrod all*6ufficient to create and to combine* See her, then, 
walk forth on the morning of this day; modest, but yet 
not bashful; dignified, but not repulsive; beautiful, but 
not vain. Is it wild to imagine thatherhusband would gaze 
after her with unutterable tenderness ; that the tenants of 
the garden would bow before her as she passed in fond- 
ness mingled with inexplicable awe; and that even the 
inanimate part of the creation, the tender blade of grass, 
the flowret and the shrub, bending as they were beneath 
the dew drops of the morning, would bend in lowlier homf 
age as she moved. 

And did creation furnish to this loveliest of 'God's crea« 
tares no reflections of her own! Yes, for she had feelings 
€xquisitdy wrought; every feature was brightened by the 
glow of feeling, every pulsation darted pleasure through 
her frame. Yes, she had a mind most intelligent and In* 
cid; she cotild not but be alive to the blessings which en- 
riched her; such a mind must dwell on the prospects 
spread before her. Bright were her anticipations of ma- 
ny coming years. But they w^re anticipations never to 
be realized. A few short hours have flown, and you see 
her now. See her arraigned, a shame-faced, guilty and 
4espairing culjgrit, an unprincipled seducer of her oncc^ 
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noble partner, the corrupter of innocence, the destroyer of*: 
happiness, the exterminator of those beauties of which she 
had been the crown. 

But we commented on her offences in a former exercise;* 
our theme is the judgments which so speedily avenged 
them. We need not sny to you that nothing more than a - 
very small portion of the evils she inherited are delineated, 
in this sentence. We know that in all countries, whatever 
be the curses that smite the earth, whatever be the woes 
or degradation of our nature, woman still comes in for.- 
her proportion of the penalty. But this judgment had 
respect to her distinctive penalty: it struck deep into the 
tources o( female happiness; and it marked her for an.an-* 
guish peculiarly her own 

Wbaiever the reigning fashion, or the obtrusive gallant- 
ry of a false philosophy may teach ns, nothing is more plain 
than t^t the scriptures teach us by the whole current of 
their precepts and examples, that the proper burden of fe« 
male occupation is o( sl domestic klnd^ and that the sources 
of her felicity, as designed by her Creator, are mainly to 
be sought for in the domestic circle. Solomon in his pro- 
verbs does mention women who are '4oud and stubborn," 
and whose ^feet abide not in their bouse:" but then he 
names them with marked disapprobation. The apostle 
Paul also describes a female character, such as is both use"- 
ful and happy, but then it is a character of very different 
stamp. 

Yes, whatever a false taste, or a false gallantry may die* 
tate, the tender sensibilities and retiring modesty of wO" 
man was designed to render home a paradise, and fit her 
to derive the principle share of all that deserves the name 
of happiness, from the circle of her home. Those fiffec-- 
{Apns, so tender and so exquisitely moi\hIed| will witbrff 
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lieneath the ray of the noontide sun;, those thcnisand — 
thonsand graces that play upon the cheek, so timid and so 
tender^ will fly away forever, if tortured with the noise and 
the bustle of the crowd. No, let them throw their magic 
around the domestic circle ; let them expand and shed their 
fragance upon the circle of her friends, in those moments 
of social and of happy intercourse, where heart meets 
heart, and where every countenance beams confidence and 
love. Let them be cherished as the source of blessing to 
lier children, and let the returning fondness of her inno- 
cents be as the re-action of blessedness upon herself* Thuft 
was woman formed. And she cannot alter the laws of her 
Creator. These are still her resources where she is real- 
ly happy, and it is upon these that the penalty is hung. 
Ye9, a mother shall be happy, beyond what tongue can 
tell in the caresses .of her babe. But oh, what agony baa 
this penalty affixed, as the price of all this happiness! An 
agony which has no parallel in nature: an anguish so keen 
that the scriptures recognize no term so fit as that to paint 
the anguish of accursed spirits. To her husband her- 
tiioughts shall still recur; on him shall the eye of compla- 
cency be bent. Nor is there any thing in narture that at* 
taches itself so strongly as a really amiable and uncor- 
rupted woman attaches all her heart to the husband of hep 
youth. Not only to the worthy, to the attentive, to those 
who repay afiection with return. But how often has it 
been seen, that when vice had degraded, when villany. 
had dishonoured, when crime had involved the existence 
of a man; though friends have deserted, though brethren 
have disregarded, though parents have disclaimed the con- 
victed culprit as the dishonor of their blood; yet a wife 
has forgotten the ill-treatment of many years, has forgot-^ 
t^n tjic wrong com^iitted against her peace^ has forgiven 
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the disgrace entailed upon her children; and has followeJl 
to the prison and to die gallows tree, remembering onlj 
that he was her hnshand, and that he was about to suffer. 
Yes, her desire is still toward her husband. Patience and 
tenderness are still the palm of woman. 

But that husband — how does the judge say that fidelity 
shall be met. Be met too often with unfeeling ooarsenessl 
Be met with a selfish and tyrannical spirit, that shall sufli- 
ciently mark him as a creature most debased. We appeal to 
all nations, we appeal to all ages, we s^ppeal to the vota- 
ries of all religions. What is the state of woman, and 
what is her standing among Mahomedans and Paganst 
What is thy condition, daughter of Eve, in every country 
' under heaven, where the glorious gospel of the blessei 
God has not elevated the morals and softened the feelingi 
of more powerful man. Thy husband rules thee-*— «-*'widi 
a rod of iron." Cherish then the interests of the gospel of 
salvation. Bow to its influence; circulate its fame. That 
only can relax this penalty of crime, and convert the suUg* 
and the selfish tyrant into a kind and noble-hearted man. 
To man, thus fallen from his high estate, fallen from the 
tenderness and nobleness of uncorrupted feeling, the Judge 
now turned himself. But he did not utter, as in the cast 
of Eve, the denunciation of the penalty in a single sen- 
tence. Adam had ofiended with a still higher hand, a- 
gainst greater light and higher obligations. The Judge 
dwells upon his sentence, varies the delineations, crowds 
the terrific scene, speaks in succession of sorrow and of la- 
bour and of death, till the astonished culprit might have 
well exclaimed, in the language used by one of his de- 
scendants, "deep calleth unto deep ; all thy waves pass o- 
ver me." 
^'^Cursed is the gr^jond for thy sake j in sorrow shalt thoa 
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eat of it all the days of thy life. Thorns also and thistles 
shall it faring forth Co thee; and thou shalt eat the herb o 
the lield. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat breads 
till thou return untq the ground; for out of it wast thou 
taken: for du^ thoii art^ and unto dust shalt thou return.'' 

You never saw this world, as Adam saw it. You know 
nothing of that period when all the creation shewed a wil- 
ling and a cheerful subjection to his sway; when the ele. 
ments of nature were sweetly attempered, and when the 
earth seemed cheered as with one perpetual spring. Bat 
you do know much about the sad reverse here so &;ithfully 
portrayed. We need not tell you that the elements of na* 
ture often exert the|r mighty forces to strew desolation 
round. You have seen whole tribes of this creation arm- 
ed against the life of man; you have heard of pestilence 
iborive upon the wings of the wind; you have seen distress 
and perplexity overtake all ranks and ages^ hoary hairs 
without consolation or resources; the face of youth and 
innocence bowed down to the ground with sorrows; you 
know, in one word, that no condition is exempt from pang. 

Nor need we tell you of the toils to which our nature is 
subjected. Almost every thing that ministers to the life of 
man is now procured with toil; the ingredients of his com- 
forts must be sought with many cares* Let him choose 
what spot he may, under climes of any temperature, in 
soils of any quality, his portion is still the same, '^in the 
tweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.'* Does he seat 
himself in the fruitful vales of Sodom? Does he prepare to 
sow his seed in soils such as that which blesses our own 
iavored land? Need we tell you that the finest soil and 
happiest climes will pour forth of their exuberance, bat 
it will be the rank and rapid growth of weeds and nox* 
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ious plants, injurious to every thing connected with thf^ 
comforts of his being. The thistle and tte thorn, the 
ironweed and nettle, hundreds upon hundreds of similar 
noxious plants spring up unsown, flourish uncultivated 
and unless often displaced by long and painful labour, ior 
pede and destroy the more delicate productions, which 
minister food to man. Thus the showers of heaven de- 
scend, but it is to weeds they impart new vigour; the tro^ 
pical sun shoots down his beams, but it is the seed of weeds 
that ripens. But this is only the heritage of a fertile soil; 
men may seek the means of living where their cares will 
be less encumbered by these unwelcome visitors. Thq 
may do so, but then it is in lands whose scanty vegitation 
insures a toil by no mieans less arduous; toil to procure a 
mere meager subsistence from lands so poor, under climates 
8o inhospitable that the hardy and obtrusive ironweed or 
thistle c£|fn scarcely find a foothold. Yes, the earth bai 
been smitten with a curse, and left to herself she expends 
her strength on vegetables that minister toil but no noiir 
ishment to man. He must labour — and if he choose a- 
nother occupation, yet still the earth produces not sponta- 
neously, others must cultivate the ground for him, and be 
must toil for others in some other way, that he may share 
with them the product of their labours. 

But why attempt to delineate what you all know very 
well. This world of ours is too well known as a place of 
jcare and labours, too often does the bursting heart throb 
with woes unspeakable, too often does it sicken with loss 
and disappointments, to permit any to call in question the 
sentence of that day when man became au outcftst from 
God's fair paradii^. ^ * * * * * 
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BIOGRAPHY OF ENOCH. 

i^And Enoch lived sixty and Jive years^ and begat Methuselahk 
And Enoch walked with God, after he begat Methuseici^ 
three hundred years^ 'aivl begat sons and daughters. And 
all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and Jive 
years. And Enoch walked with God, and he was not; for 
God took himJ*^ Gen. v. 21—24. 

"Your fathers, wher6 are they? and' the prophet^^ 
I do they live forever?" Thij was the reflection borne home 
hy one of the prophets o& the disobedient and perverse of 
his day. And if ever there were an appeal calculated to 
pour contempt on the crooked and short sightec^jolicied of 
man, this is that appeal. What avails now tc^ny of the 
feithers the memory of departed joys? These are only 
^soft and pleasant to the soul" as they ministered to the^ 
character of their eternal state. Of what avail to you^ 
when one hundred years go by, will be many of those suc- 
cesses which now give most delight; many of those objects 
about which you feel the deepest interest? Early very eat* 
, Jy was our race compelled to learn that their greatest in- 
terests have little to do with tim«. Speedily did th^^ 
winding sheet give lectures on the tenure by which we 
hold our portion in the present life; ai^d tljie lips pf ^manjr 
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a corpse, pale and cold in death, uttered lessons ob t&^ 
magnitude of our eternal interests more impressive and 
commanding than arch-angels tongue could speak. . 

Years rolled on; and though in the earlier ages of the 
world human life was protracted to a very great length,, 
though men might count their eenturies more frequentlj 
and more abundant than we can now sum up our tens, yet 
successive years will sppeedily make up their thousands; 
and almost as soon as the first generations began to blos- 
som for the grave, an occasional; comment would be year 
by year occurring on that first denunciation,^ ^^dust tjbov 
art, and unto dust thou shalt return." Suppose then that 
now, in the earlier times of Enochs many had hawed to 
their dwelling in the dust. Suppose Adam and his Eve 
gone to join their son in Piaradise. And Cain already 
summoned before the last tribunal.— ^The spirit of piety 
perished not with Abel', nor with the father who hiwl taught 
him. A bright succession of patriarchs and good men 
Icept piety alive on earth. Each in his turn was made ae* 
quainted with the promise,^ and each in succession decla^ 
ed it to lus children that Hhe seed of the woman should 
bruise the^erpent's head." 

Thus while the dust again mingled with the dust, the: 
promise and the sacrifice taught them to expect salvation; 
aud they knew that the spirit returned to God who gave 
it. But we are no where told that they knew any more. 
And while the bosom of piety imbibed many a serious lessott 
from the examples of mortality occurring all around it 
while it was guarded from temptation and solaced in it& 
sorrows by the thought that its own turn would in due 
time come;^^ still nature, ever true and strong in ita attach* 
meats,: must have felt fbr the tenen^nt of clajr* The; 



"Mw tfie "bodies o( their fellows committed to the ground^ 
Bnd they saw them not again. Or if chance sometirned 
presented them a mouldering bone, it shed at best a dubi- 
ous and discouraging light on that interesting question, 
^^son of man, can these bones Jive?'' 

Gradual evolution is the plan of God* It is in regular 
gradation he unfolds his purposes; it is by little and little 
he builds us up in hope. If the first generations knew 
more than we have supposed, if they were led to gather 
some indistinct conclusion from the shadowy language of 
that first great promise — ^yet still they had seen nothing ia 
illustration of the promise. Over the tombs of the fathers 
the green grass waved unmolested. All w^ silence, all 
was fettered there. But infinite goodness takes knowledge 
of our frame, and remembers we are dust. It is seldom 
that he sufiers faith and patience to endure very protract* 
ed trials. And if he once arise to crown his saints with 
blessing, if he would fortify their patience, if he would 
irradiate their hope, his munifficence will be attested by 
no partial exhibition. If illustration be his object, there 
will be a flood of light, if piety be recompensed, there 
ishall be 'Showers of blessing." 

He now arose to speak to men of *Hhe resurrection and 
the life;" and he did not barely pledge his truth that the 
slumbering dust should rise ; he afforded to the world a proof 
ixpon experiment that flesh and blood may enter into par«^ 
adise. Enoch was the person selected for the proof. And 
though the principal object centered in the illustration and 
confirmation of the hopes of piety in that and succeeding 
ages, yet it was highly proper that inheriting a distinc- 
tion and a blessedness so signal, as to be translated without 
9ig^ih ibr the advantage of the world— it was proper that 



the person selected for such a service should be in some 
sort worthy the unusual lot. 

Of such a distinction Enoch was deemed worthy. There 
<are hut few traits of his character, or circumstances of his 
life recorded in the scriptures; but the few there found 
mre of a stamp decidedly favorable. On casting your eyes 
over this chapter, you will discover that he occupies a 
place in that long line of worthies through whom Messiah 
traces his descent, with respect to his humanity, and by 
whom a sense of piety was kept alive upon the earth. Enoch, 
St would seem, chose a partner for life at an earlier age than 
was usual even among the patriarchs ; and in doing so, he 
Kas furnished one among the many proofs how readily and 
how perfectly piety allies itself with all the blessing of the 
domestic circle. Far very far from the spirit of Christianity 
are those cold and selfish and unsocial feelings which multi- 
tudes have cultivated and still greater numbers advocated 
as the ingredients of genuine piety. However true it may 
Tie that strong and peculiar cares, such as were exemplified 
in the dangers and travels of the apostle Paul, may justify 
and even recommend such a course, yet nothing is plainer 
than that a spirit of monastic ism is as foreign from the prin- 
pies inculcated in scripture as it is baneful to the tender- 
est charities of life. The idea of retiring from the world,, 
and of abstaining from all the relations and interest which 
necessarily arise out of weded life, in order that God may 
"beloved and honoured more intently, because nothing di- 
vides the heart with him, is far from being in harmony 
with that apostolic maxim, that he who loves God will 
love his neighbour also. For attachments lasting, strong 
and tender, christianized feeling is the most proper 
roil; there true happiness may be chiefly anticipated, be- 
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:ause vicious courses do not corrupt the heart; and there 
that happiness promises to be lasting, because vicious ex« 
cesses do not petrify it. 

» It has been often remarked in relation to the Saviour 
&at bis domestic feelings were peculiarly strong. Nu- 
merous as were the calls of duty and of mercy which threw 
him into the midst of overwhelming multitudes, much as 
his heart was devoted to the more extensive and public 
duties of his mission, and indispensable as it was that he 
should be occupied among the crowd, or always on the 
wing, — yet this constant round of occupatioti and of travel, 
4id not weaken his social feelings, nor abate his fondness 
£)r the unostentatious felicity, to be gathered in the bosom 
of the little circles who knew him best and loved him most. 
From all the glare of public exhibition, and from the noise 
and gratulation^ of admiring thousands, we find him retir- 
ing upon every fit occasion to the humble circle of his lov- 
ed disciples, or turning in to partake the alBfectionate at- 
tentions of Martha, aikl Mary, and Lazarus, his friends. 

And he too — when the hour of his sorrow came, with 
what expressions of genuine and of simple-hearted feel- 
lag, (}idhe give vent to his feelings in the ears of his dis-. 
ciples, simple and rude men! The lustre of the atchiev- 
oient he was about to accomplish, the incalculable glories 
fce was about to reap, the elevated character of his station 
tod his feelings, did not do away the simplicity of nature. 
fiis heart recured in sorrow to the sympathies of his 
friends, and while angels were intent, while earth and 
bell was moving to accomplish the dread sacrifice, while 
heaven itself was binding the cords around the victim, he 
turned him to the few who had followed him and loved 
him. "my soul is exgeeding^orrowful, even unto death.'' 
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And again in the garden, when the awful crisis neatedy 
he selected from his disciples the three most dear to him, 
be consoled him with their company as far as they might 
go with him, and then retiring only a little farther*, he fell 
down on his face and uttered those few and pnngent words, 
which most be deeply impressed on the memories of il 
of you. But his feelings were too much agonized-— «?ef 
Messiah could not pray, and he bffetened back again tn 
his sympathising friends. 

These feelings, strong and tendel^ which shed the nyl^ 
est and most engaging radience over Messiah's charactell( 
will operate a like result on all Messiah's people* It ilsM 
in nature that persons should be christians, and yet ti 
without a heart. And, ordinarily at heart, the strengfli 
and tenderness of uncornipted feeling will foe mamfestei 
in friendships that know no guile, and in yet tenders il* 
tachments that scarcely know a boundary. 

Enoch thus surrounded with a little family of lov«, i 
family that augmented gradually to many sons and dangh* 
ters, did not find his heart so completely engrossed, as to 
leave no room for his Creator; nor were his thoughts » ^ 
much engaged about making provision for his family, astD :^ 
deprive him of time or disposition to cultivate a strick and ^ 
steiidy intercourse with heaven. "Enoch," says our hi*- ] 
torian — "Enoch walked with God." My dear friends,! ' 
hope there are none of you who need any explanation of 
this highly expressive, but very plain phrase. You know 
something of your Creator's character and providence. 
You know that he is the Almighty, the Omniscient, tbc 
Om/^i present God. You have often heard of that tare of 
his which extends to little sparrows as they light upott 
the twigs, and even numbers t^ie hairs of your head» k 
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Too have read many of his promises founded on such a 
providence, and authorising and comnnanding you to com- 
Ihit all your concerns to God, and to cast your cares on 
liirn. You know full well of that proTision of his bounty, 
the gift of bis oim son to obey^and suffer in the room of 
men, that Ood might exercise mercy consistently with jus- 
tice^ and accomplish all his promises without infringing a« 
gainst the sanctions of his righteous law«< — You know all 
ihis, and you know what kind of feelings it becomes the 
•ons of earth to cherish, and what kind of conduct it is fit 
that they pursue, when walking in the light of all this rev* 
ielation, and cherishing the large and solid hope which 
tiiis revelation sanctions.. You would have a creature so 
l&rcumstanced to regard most sacredly his benefactors 
wUl, and to cherish with enthusiasm the friendship which 
lie tenders. You would have hin» spurn with indignation 
every seductive profier which was bordened with the alter* 
ftative of dishonour done to God, or of the prostration of 
Aat integrity which is precious in God's sight* You would 
have bim in one word, most yielding and accommodating 
in every thing that ministers to the charities of life; but 
3b questions oi duty and deep interest,^ wakeful as an Ar- 
jgos, firm as the ocean-rock. Such was the character, sut^h 
were the tempers of the Patriarch Enoch* He walked 
Irith God, and he did so upon the terms with which eVery 
'good man closes; he did so in the faith of Messiah who 
Was to come* So the the apostle P^ut has testified, when 
mmming up the worthies ^ who had departed in the 
kith of Christ* ^By feith Enoch was translated, that he 
diotfld not see death: and was not found, because God had 
translated him: fbv before his translation he had thisteft- 
ttaionj that he plei^i3e4 Cod^^ -Heb. xi. 5* 



. The pre-eminent piety of Enoch speaks much moi^ 
strongly in his favor, when we consider the age in which 
he lived. Men had began to multiply considerably on 
earth, and favored as they were with but a partial revela. 
tion, destitute also of those public ordinances of religion 
which not only contribute to enliji^hten men in the knowl- 
edge of the truth, but to kindle and extend a spirit of 
warm piety, from the very fact of their associating in mot 
titudes together; it is not at all surprising, that thej 
should have soon lost in a great degree their interest ia 
things eternal, and have felt and acted as persons who 
were to continue here forever. It is very true that Adain^ 
and most of the early patriarchs remained a long while 
upon earth. Adam lived no less than 930 years; and Ij 
summing up the various periods given you in this chap- 
ter from Adam down to Noah, you will discover that Enoch 
himself was cotemporary with Adam for more than 300 
years. The transactions of the creation and of the fall of 
man, must therefore have appeared of very recent occur* 
rence. While Adam, and Seth, and Canaan, were yet at 
live, and multitudes of the men who had seen the earth 
put on its earliest garb at every change of season, the vari- 
ous facts most interesting to our race would of course be 
well authenticated. But then mankind would be led, and 
they actually were led, from their familiarity with all 
these things, to attach to them very small importance; 
and it was only here and there, where the ears of piety 
drank in the lessons ol wisdom and knowledge from the 
lips of Adam or of other patriarchs; it was only here and 
there, that any one would profit by the opportunities thus 
placed so fairly within his reach. Meanwhile this very 
fact, the protracted duratio^wf hupnan life, affprded strcjpg 



SERMON VIII. 16 i 

ies to alienate the mind from God. Who that looked 
£>rward to a probable duration of 700 or 1000 years, 
lirould stand so much in awe of judgment and eternity, as 
the men of modem days who sum up their course in three 
Icore years and ten! What prodigious advantages might 
avarice anticipate, when it could through such a period 
.increase and enjoy its stores! What strong inducements to 
xapinc and violence when the possessions won with danger 
■light be held for such a term! What fine facilities to calm 
the stubborn conscience of the reveller and sensualist, 
when he could look forward through centuries in which to 
prolong his riot, and still farther to other centuries through 
which he might repent and learn to amend his ways! All 
these results are strickly natural, and we find that they 
were common. Sertsuality, and rapine, and violence, and 
Uood, so increased upon the earth during 1600 years^that 
infinite holiness could no longer brook it. God broke the 
pillars which sustained the crust of earth, and her face 
Was merged in waters. 

Against the force of these temptations our patriarch 
stood firm. From the lips of earlier men he gathered mo-> 
fives to piety and purity, atid while he saw the heads of 
patriarchs growing, hoary for the grave, he curbed the 
strong propensities of warm blooded youth, and in the 
Uossom of his manhood prepared to meet his God. 

It mattered not to Enoch that eight hundred years of 
lijk stretched far before his fancy in broad and ample view. 
He provided for his family, but to the lures of avarice he 
Was resolutely blind ; by faith he anticipated an inheri* 
tance in heaven, and so he ^^walked with God." In vain 
did ambition point out the many honours that eight hun* 
4fi9d future years might make.to blossom on his head; br 



feirh he saw an object cf more legitimate ambition, trhe^ 
the seed of the woman should bmise the serpents head^ 
au acquisition which he might inlierit without the fear of 
violence, without the sting of guilt, through innumerable 
•uch years as eternity shall unfold; ai:d still he ^^walkeA 
with God/' In vain did pleasure, seductive and secarep 
present ten thousand extacies to disarm his self-denial:-*, 
by faith he saw a paradise where was munificence such A 
God pours out, full floods of pleasures where there is friendi^ 
ship without selfishness, and love without alloy: — Enoch, 
remembered it, and '^Enoch walked with God.'' In vain 
did the world heap its calumnies upon him, in vain did it 
point at the aingolarities of his piety, at the stubbovnoesl 
of Iiis integrity; in vain did it assail him with ridieale dt 
Bftiliug. No man can be indifferent to opinions of his iiek 
lows; even Jesus of Nazareth acutely felt the pressaib 
when men most unworthy spoke of him with Bcorn; biit 
Enoch, though the blush sometimes mantled on bis diedi 
remembered well the period when judgment unto rigli- 
eousncss shall dissipate men's calumnies; when the Lord 
liimself shall come with ten tliousands of his saints, anid 
when piety and purity shall see, that of God's creatioQi 
they have the million on their side; the great mass of in- 
telligences, dignified, and tender, and lovely, in his innc 
cence: — Enoch thought of this and he walked closely with 
God. Thus in his youth did he make the choice of wis- 
dom ; and in defiance of all temptation that sprung up 
within his bosom, and regardless of the discouragements 
that were frowning all around him, he adhered to the 
course at first so wisely chosen: he steered right onward* 
It was the bearings of his choice on his eternal destiny; 
^ was the sober certainty of the future judgment that w^- 
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jAutei tbe feelings and governed the course of Enoclw It 
jnras this that armed him with sufficient courage not only 
|p maiiUain his course in despite of human calumnies, but 
|o hurl back upon the world their denunciations of evil, 
jand to do it not only as a good man, but as a commissioned 
|irophet On this circumstance the Mosaic history is si- 
lent; but the apostle Jude has detailed it in language of 
|;reat force. '^And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied of these things, saying, behold, the Lord com* 
pth with ten thousand of his saints.^' — ^Jude i. 14. 

The duty thus assigned to this faithful patriarch, was of 
jail others the most painful. There is no difficulty my dea^ 
fiends, and nothing is endangered, when we unfold to you 
*6od\s purposes of immeasurable mercy, and breathe the 
Salutations of Messiah^s peace* You are pleased to fol* 
dow,a)id ail men love to follow us through those excursive 
/flights which rise to depict the character of Deity in all 
its lustre and stupendous greatness; or stretch far to con^. 
pass his plans of general good, so magnificent and wise* 
You love to hear of these things, and of all that serves to 
minister to hope, to feeling or to fancy* 

Bnt then there are messages which fell within the circle 
ef the prophets duties, and which now make up the bur- 
den of our New Testament commission, which it is notqaite 
lo pleasant either to hear or to deliver. God commands 
vs to unfold to you the whole of his deep councils ; to tell 
jou of that holiness without which none shall see his face, 
to deliver his instructions unadulterated and unfrittered. 
And he has taught us to expect that in a world of sin, 
when so many wills are careless of the will of God, and sp 
jAany hearts at variance with his holiness and righteous- 
f)Sss, there must be much that will not %tter, and much 



timt -wiW deeply wound the lelf^loTe aad.prejadiqW-lft 

mi^n. He himself experienced it; he hai- ^ugbii lu to aa^ 
pect it. "The servant he. has told us is not greater thum 
his Lord. If they have penecated >Be they will ttbd pepi^ 
, secQte jotx. If tlM^,.bafj,;Mpt o^y saying; they will 
keep jouf fayiag*.". t^JNlk^ ^^ '" ^''^ nature o£' 
'fiiingt ta^ the wofU ntmn^yjinTrT'rl"" and countenan-, 
ces Boj;iractice< hoatile tol^eperfectjHill of God. There 
is then but ODe aj|teriiatiiw.4o the nuolstcr of Jesus Christ. 
He must be unJa^thfultoh^ tnu^ aod so escape the wrath 
•f all mei^; or he natut make up his mind to stand appro?* 
•d to God, B^4 '^'^ !^* vrpTst from them who bate hii 
ipeseage. So Eoocb stood. 

"Uosbi^i), D^e^ived, uqtcrrified 
"His IpTC he kep|, air loyalty his zeal." 

Butnjt iiiaairiU,betj;w.lpBer who suffers for his maker. 
The li^ptti <fbo )uw displayed iHch magnidcence in his 
creation, who has evinced each nice conceptions of the be- 
coming and the grand, will not be found the foremost b» 
desert bis friends. He is able and be will be prompt ts^ 
repair their wrongs. 

He did so speedily and he did it nobly in the case befoftt 
us. Enoch went oD resolved and unreprovable, unseduced'. 
by temptation, never shrinking from his task, and anticips^t 
ting a long life of cheerless opposition and of thankless toil« 
But he was never destined to see such life of toil. Never, 
should that fine countenance be furrowed deep with agej^ 
never should labour and sorrow prematurely blench hiSi 
bead. At a moment most unlocked for, while he still fuk 
filled his duties, at a moment most rapturous there caiD^, 
a messenger from heaven, became with all hisretino^ 
horsemen and chariots of fire. Who saw his triumph, or. 
vrho saw it not the eccipture no where telb us. The epos- 
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Ue-Paiil has howevetr intimated that the circulnstance wat 
not of a very public nature, or at least that as happened 
afterwards iti the case of Elijah there were some who did 
not credit it, for search was made after him; but Enoch 
was not found — He was not found for God had taken him. 
His cup of sorrow was exhausted in self-denials and re- 
proaches. No lingering sickness should unsettle those firm 
nerves; no clod of the valley should press that honored 
head. He had bared his forehead to reproach in the 
cause of God his Maker, and the first of mortal flesh that 
forehead should be wreathed with ever-during amaranth in 
the paradise of God. So the faithful were taught how 
God rewarded fidelity; so the nations learned the value of 
that hope which sheds the light of life immortal through 
the mansions of the grave, and demonstrates the possibilt* 
tj of flesh however gross, of bones however frail being fit- 
ted for a station in the world of spirits where God the spir* 
it reigns. 

Of the nature of this change we can know very little* 
But when Elijah stood with Moses and his master on the 
mount of transfiguration, and ^^spake with him of his dis* 
ease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem;" his rai» 
ment was all white and glistering, and he wore the rad- 
ience 6f a cherubs face. Such faces, we trust will many 
of you wear, when Messiah shall come with ten thousanda 
of his saints to execute his judgments; such transfiguration 
shall be common, when the last generation of the called 
and faithful shall hear that same trumpet that awakes the 
dambering dead, and exchange their wrinkles, or their 
weeds for the white and glistering raiment that flowed 
down to the feet of Enoch; raiment that shall flow round 
many forms as fair. 



166 «nuKoir\it|i( 

Let uwnot ask anj questions, bow God can change tb^p 
laws and qualities of body, and fit it for inhabiting a world 
where all is spirit. Enoch proves to us that the 
change is really practicable. Elijah and Messiah under 
two other dispensations afford us like examples; and we 
question not his power when truth is so inviolate. 

Let ttS take our stand like Enoch on the faith of God^ 
Messiah; let us make our choice like Enoch of a friend 
who will not fail us; and though we prophecy like Enoch, 
and all men discard our message ; though we take our stand 
like him and men villify our characters; yet light is our 
task in this christianized age, and short is oar trial of 
ttiree score years and ten. The God of Enoch has prom* 
iscd U3 the resurrection and the life; he will send forth 
all bis horsemen and his chariots of fire; he will himself 
come down, and he will save his people. 

Aiid then when they approach, as they surely shall api 
pr-jach the crystal wall of heaven; when her self-moving 
gates expand ''on golden hinges turning;" when they look 
back from that height to view once more earth, far difl* 
tant dimly twinkling as a star of the smallest magnitude; 
the!) shall they feel as righteous Enoch felt, when that 
voice from heaven met him, ''come in thou blessed of the 
Lord, come in ;" and they shall judge what self-denial, or 
sutfcring, or deaths, can be weighed against that welcome 
"servant of God well done!'* Patriarchs and prophetB, 
mart yrs and apostles ; thou translated Enoch ; thou marty^ 
ed Paul; may my lot be as your lot; may all these sheep 
have place in that grand cavalcade ; when many translated 
bodies ai«d bodies ciianged from death, shall crowd through 
heaven's great arch-way, till the courts of God be full, 
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BIOGRAPHY OF NOAH. 

*>9nd itccane topass,v)hen men began to multiply on the face of 
the earth, and daughters were bom unto them.'" Gen. vi. 1. 

F£W events fall oat under the government of God, that 
more naturally and intensely wrap the mind in wonder or 
cause the heart to thrill with pain, than the prodigious 
wastie of loveliness and life which we are compelled to 
witness almost day by day. The loveliest flowers waste 
fheir fragance in the wilderness, or expand their beauties 
on the mountain top, where no eye ever sees them smiling 
in their loveliness, then drooping, fading, dying, on their 
stock. Man or beast cannot set their foot upon the grass 
without whelming in desolation many a little world of 
small but active beings that people by myriads every leaf 
and blade* Every shower that fructifies the earth, every 
frost that nips autumnal vegitatiou, deals destruction com- 
plete as it is wide upon the crowded population of these 
innumerable little worlds. 

These things are suffered to pass almost unnoticed and 
tinfelt by us, because we occupy a place so high in the 
•scale of universal being, that all we ^lave been noticing 
dwindles into Insignificance when compared with those 

greater emd laore obtrusive granges whira may in any way 



affect ounqhei. BatasceDd hlgli' J^fim please^^w 
•vie of thiicreatum; itill JOB . will &Dd that DDivvm^^'jjM 
,' ideiice bvbh of its gifti uidji||digal of life, fgm Wii 
do jon^neet with men whlgHBellectaal bdlm0uxev 
prodigious nwaldj^«|b4w^|n@bw4Br the rubbUili of ti*. , 
remediBble ignoras«; oi^iAMI'^itBltteiu remote and «]»• ., 
Kpre; when like the flowfjxoflhe desert they shed their 
fragrsQce round oo being* quite unable to distinguish their 
loveliDen or appreciate mii^ wdrftt- How often do we 
trace the path . of,. de«9lf^tieq tttrowh all the regions 4 
^V organic life,f^#mofig beihga . who ^m feel, and euffer, 
aAd eftjo/t^lt b tbdi^''Arnii'g?iQr"p^dence displays its 
*■' J owja exttb«nincet,crca^^ng p^d^tdlyjring in a moment, 
at a wor^ iov^in'esa and^ U{^ jfiork ,T«ricJ and abundant 
than nomberk^wD. express,, or. bifinan conceptioa grasp< 
He occupl«inr«taUoit Mtfiai^ljramoTed above the bigh- 
tgt grade* of created beUi^ To hii immensity all li^esj. 
' Wfiistatices are equ^; ^re a« pothuig; a single unit aai, 
numbers incomprehensible are managable alike in bis 
flanftand calculations; omnipotence knows no difference! 
tfetween lighting up a glow-worm and kindling a san i|^ 
heaveo. 'And with the very game IMility he peoplea.or dbi 
populates a single leaf of clover, and a province ofcrc^ 
ation vast as Saturn. That hailstone that bruked. and 
destroyed a little world which befire was flourishing! 
in all its summers pride, is an event that gnds its coontel^ 
part in ttie loftier scale of things, when omnipotence bgrstt 
. a woiid of prodigious diameter^ then comes the fragmeata 
to urge theireourse through heaven, at different distances 
and in diOerent orbits, each are in magnitude a laive. 
£U)d perfect world. 
Of the causes of tbeie diao|fes, sa we aometimea wit' 
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sesB them, or of the reasons which indficc an all-wise 
providence thus lavishly ta create and lavishly to destroy, 
it is not possible that we should, in the present state, he 
able to know muctu One thing however we do know, 
that power in the hand of God is lodged where all should 
x?ish it, it obeys the dictate of unerritig wisdom and un- 
doubted goodness; and however distressing and tremend- 
ous the ruin he oflen brings, he never suffers it; but where 
it ought to be. 
I Of this our world is a standing witness. We record to- 
day a ruin more extensive and tremendous than has ever 
been repeatedvor than will ever be dgain; till the general 
conflagration shall melt the very elements and convert the 
earth to cinder. But while we sustain the credibility of 
the bible story by an appeal to facta of every order, done 
on every scale, we repeat the suggestion that omnipotence 
never trifles with any of its productions; goodness and 
wisdom, stability and righteousness, stamp all the ways of 
providence; and without abundant reason this curse shall 
never come. 

To the reality of the deluge, we have abundant and 
highly varied testimony in the actual state of the world and 
in the traditions of all nations. And to some of these proo& 
we propose inviting your attention, after we shall have 
traced fully the scriptural account in this and succeeding 
lectures. Our business to*day is with the fearful prepar« 
tions for this grand event; and with these circumstances ia 
the conduct and general character of the world which 
made way for a catastrophe so signal^ 

Fifteeen hundred and thirty six years had already 
consecrated to human gratitude the goodness and patience 

of Alonighty God, since the day nbat our 6nt iatbejc broi^tit 

W 
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death into the world. During all this period Providence 
had blessed the multiplying and extending families of the. 
earth with salubrious air and fruitful seasons; so that a pe- 
riod of nearly 1000 years rolled round, before bodies des- 
tined at first for an immortality of being, sunk down be- 
neath the complicated influence of laborious exertion and 
ill-regulated passion* Calculations founded on the ordi» 
nary laws of population, have deyionstrated that eveii ^ 
early as the 1200th year of the world mankind must hsYd 
been much more numerous on the earth than they ba?e 
ever been sinee the times of the delage. But they did not 
Bake progress merely in numbers. Wickedness too iih^, 
creased ; and it would appear to have been in a ratio fallj 
commensurate with the increase of population. 

We noticed on a former occsision one great cause that 
must have contributed powerfully to the production oi 
such a result. The prodigious space on which men were 
privileged to found their calculations for futurity, woald 
not only have a tendency to weaken their apprehensions | 
of a future judgment, but would add almost inconceivable 
force to all those motives which shape the courses of mere 
earthly minds. To every exertion, to every act of fraud 
and violence, the impulse would be strong in proportioa 
to the period through which it might be possible jto enjoy 
the recompense of toil or danger. And when we combine 
the effects of these considerations, when we reflect how a 
being would be disposed to act, over whose feelings the 
ideas of future judgment would bear such feeble sway, and 
whose soul would be fired by the prospect of advantage for 
such a protracted season ; we can scarcely think it strange 
that no authority human or divine, could compete with 
his warm wishes. Add tp Uiejse, the progressive jj^ 
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tare of the human mind, indeed of all that God has made* 
Habits, passions, appetites, every thing bad as well as good 
increases by degrees. You know the softness and pliancy 
of childhood. You know the comparative uprightness a:id 
purity of hearts, yet unpractised in the ways of sin. You 
IcDQW that the veriest monster who ever cursed the world 
or dishonored our common nature; once saw the time 
whcQ he would have turned pale at sights which af- 
ferwardd wrought in him eztacy, siicb as infernals feel, and 
would have shrunk with horror from suggestions which in 

-Nprocess of time, he could revolve deliberately and put ia 
practice with promptitude and even pleasure. God's law 
is written on every human he^rt. It is a law of kindne^, 
of purity and uprightness. No man becomes anjust, un- 
feeling or unprincipled, but by successiv^-and generally 
very gradual steps. But all the records of th^ earth will 
tell you what ten, or twenty, or thirty years will do. Let 
but the course of sin and shame commence; let act 
make way for act, and effort brace for effort; and in a very 
little while that modest, that retiring countenance, that 
t)etrayed the slightesfVariant feeling of the heart, that 
countenance on which were pictured, the simplicity, the 
ingenuousness, the purity of childhood, that countenance 
will present a person of far other port; it will become the 

'Indez of a mind resolute, unfeeling, unprincipled, unai*> 
bashed; — the port, say, of arch-angel, but of arch-angel 
fallen. No science can def elope the history of a mind 
thus forming through a period of 1900 years* Noarith* 
matic can calculate the force of habits, and passions, grow;<^ 
ing unresisted thrbagh so long a term* No heart can di- 
vine the depth of the abasement in which vice aqd mean- 

fCiess woH^d siok ^ spirit impure. One thousand years af 






■^ * « *■ 







•r  



priifgireirfvo ^Seke^ess, fortified by the example, and f^nmi 
^ '^ ^>l|^ ^J. ^ invention of tho^isatid's old in crime, Bra*- 

v3ke a monster of 90 comoMm monld* N6w, then,.iieeii 

* any ht turprtied Ijhat aH thejBrorld wer^ monsters. Ank* 

^'^ when we read that ^the wickiedness of iB^ was great ii[ ^ 

tfafr earth,, and that every imagination clllts heart wia^^ 

I7 evil coutinnaUy^wfa^PI'we read that 'Hhe earth J 
iu, corrupt before God, and the earth was fflledVith vioIefiiESd A 

we need no comment on the fiict just noir repeated^ iii'edl 
*> der to put usik' possession of the cli|fiMB» nCTor do we 




>^^^ ^^ apdogist fi>r that strondypiHression, ^t . 
^^^ed the Loid th«|i|^had made ffi^On the eartfi, 



grieved him totte Mart." An expression which in 
.4p[tiAg tohim tatapan feelings and passions, vanqLin^ 
' ' Aom those £ Waal an -the scriptares which a^Ibe 
isyes, and ears, and hands ; but which serves wi Aopt 
Aanger of mistake^ to convey in language p 
hunuin sense and feeling; ideas which have nothing 
common but^he results to which they point God.chan^ 
ed his dispensations toward the sons of men, and appeared 
in other character than they had ever witnessed. And it 
was high time to do so:— ^^the wickedness of man wsi ' 
great upon the earth." 

But where meanwhile were all those faithful patriarchif 
Where were the iQivored seed of them who had bom aloft j 
the standard of Messiah? Translated Enoch, had many ^ 
sons and daughters. And many were the patriarchs whs 
in later times had assembled their young offspring around \ 
God's hldzing altars, and taugh^em t^^fiip'.prostrate like 
Abram in after times, before t^ ^ion dsll passed. Had 
the lineage of all those disapipeared from among o^en ? Or 
ll^ the deicendents of parenlfi so faithful and so honored 
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pursued a different cotirge. Their lineage liad not perish* 
ed« The progeny of the patriarchs was renowned upon 
the earth; but it was in the annals of dissoluteness and 
blood. The cause of this defection is marked in this short 
history with a prominence that well deserves your notice* 
^The sons of God saw the daughters of men that they wore 
fiur; and they took them wives of all which they chose.'' 
The expression ^'sons of God'^ is well known to the scrip* 
tural reader. It is a «sual and highly proper appellation 
for professors of the true religion, the members of the 
thurch of God. These it would seem, regardless of their 
;better and enduring interests, or unsuspicious of the con- 
sequences, or inattentive to them, entered into the most in« 
fimate alliance with families careless, and hardened, and 
vicious, to the excess which marked the general character 
of men before the flood* The consequence was natural* 
The human heart at best, is sufficiently prone of itself to 
recede from God and from all the offices of piety; the feet 
of the most cautious stand on slippery places; and when 
persons thus circumstanced unite their destinies with those 
whose whole hearts and habits are moulded into fonns most ' 
adverse to piety, it requires no prophetic spirit to foretel ' 
the natural consequence. If your heart already have 
Btrong propensities to evil, and the heart and habits of 
, your bosom friend be wholly thus inclined; it ia likely? 
much more likely, that the victory will be his, than that 
your feeble purposes will bring him over to virtue. If his 
arms twine round you, while you stand on slippery places, 
it is much more likely that he will drag you down with 
falm, than that your feeble powers should serve to keep 
you upright, and raise your fellow from his prostrate states 
i^ is the l^w of being, a universal law, that our tastes, and 
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i^ ibeBngi, aadiffiiRiplet, and condaet, derive much of thetf 

'— ^' ^iamctar 6i|Ba thoM witti whoOD we aacocUtt. Thiapriiic^ 

pie will operate |rtUi tei^yR vigour- when aSectioD se- 

^^".. cai>datheitrotigMueDCeof>)ciet7; and when the dispoi 

jt^r aitiou of onr aasociate are backed hyj^oog propensitieB 

Miginillj within oar bownu, it will be^ondcrful indeed 

if tile tastes and c^arad^ <rf thoM wittt whom we stand 

. '. wiited, do not become oar qwd. , The liiw thus operated 

In. the dajs beyond tbe flood. It (grated on the »ons and, 

daagbtersof tbepatriaFcbi; with aoerring certaiDty i 

>j||| with prodigioOB power. Tbe 1^9( the Blost High inl 

■*  posed. He no'tdnly taught siccttding generations to 

t ware, bj illuitraubg the coiweqaencea in man}' a feai 

--•■ iBBtaace, b9t,b7 monatroua prodactions, giants and fearAil 

' ' MrthSf.he taa^ht the nations that tbey were m^mageB 

most nnblesL It is aielesa to inquire who weie tbe pr^ 

' genltora of those &ir bat dangerous females whuse blaitt' 

ishments brought rain on so many sons of promise. Many 

hare supposed them the deEcendaats of Cain, in whose 

family originated many of tbe fine arts. The daughter, 

jbr instance of Jubal, the father of all such as handle the 

» . harp and organ: and they suppose that the alturementsof 

, t, ' music and of dresa were brought in aid of their native 

 charms. But the cause would appear too re mote and [iar> 

[ tial for so general an efiect. Nor is there any need for 

■'\\ such a sapposltion. In a world where atmost every thing I 

was leagued with impiety and dissoluteness; there would 
,r be many a form as faultlw as^any of Cain's daughters, ma. 4 

Qy a shrine of hearts H|;j|^^tute of piety. 

Let us rather bring b^e tbe lesson to these htter days. 
'Your own social prl|||^|i|ei apd mora|^,jKuse obey the very  
, l%wthst-1{^ughtea4|Jhlta to ttw f^|»ii of t>ie patr> 
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iyr<hs. Your choice and habits, not only shape your own 
destiny, they have a bearing as decided as in the days of 
Noah on those with whom you stand united. Let your 
lecturer then beseeeh you, not only as you value your own 
inunortal hope, but as you value the best interests of those 
dearest to your hearts, never aid them in the formation of 
principles or habits unfriendly to the hope of life. Let not 
your negligence estrange them from the hou^e of God; let 
not your follies tempt them to deny the Saviour. The 
^apostle Paul has told us of women whose record is now 
[^splayed in heaven, that have ministered by an amiable 
pd pious conduct to the salvation of their husbands. He 
made the appeal to others, and he has reversed the oiv 
r: '^how knowest thou woman, but thoti mayest save thy 
''llQsband? how knowest thou man, but thou mayest save 
thy wife?^^ Yes there is more, much more than you ima^ 
gioe depends on the tastes and tempers that you cultivate* 
We catch the spirit as we catch the manners of those whom 
ve love and with whom we associate most. And woe to 
that person who chills or blights the nascent spirit of pie^ 
tj, by so abusing the sympathies of nature as to lead th^ 
partner of his choice away from God, away from his sanc- 
tuary, away from piety, away from hope. But happy for 
time, and happy for eternity, .the union of those hands, 
which are linked in climbi:it< Zion's heights, and in otk> 

jSfiQ the «ame sacri&ce before Jebovc^« 
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BIOGRAPHY OF NOAH, (contioted.) 

^^And the Lord said urUo Jfoah^ come thou, and all ^y hou9f 
into the ark: for thee have Is^n rigtUeoits before me in thim 
generation*^ Gen. vii. 1. ^ 

The common sense and feeling of mankind baire difetta 
fed that new and important epochs; in the histDfT^Cwi 
world, should be regarded with a solemnity comi 
with the changes those epochs introduce. Even 
concerns of individual destiny, insensibility to the cl 
which affect our prospects, is rightly deemed a proo'i 
depravity of heart as well as littleness of mind; while it is 
stated as the duty and conceded to be the glory of cbrist^ 
anized man, to "weep with thiise that weep, and rejoice 
with those that do rejoice." Hence that proneness to 
make every thing around us speak the strong feelings 
which new epochs introduce. On days of general joy, all 
that we can wield is put under requisition, dumb nature 
aids us in a thousand ways to tell the strong emotions that 
thrill every bosom; and we heighten and augment the so. 
lemnities of grief by signalizing our movements with al! 
the pomp of woe. Who does not do homage to public 
sensibility when he sees the malefactor die in awful state? 
and who does not feel that these appendages of justice 

deepen and extejid tbe impression o/tbe scqne?,. 



A wise and mighty Providence can never be the last to 
liotice or inaprove the principles implanted in the bosom 
of its creatures* Already has it sanctioned in a thousand 
instances, and in as many forms, this pfodeness to solem- 
,nize the grand seras of our history, by giving to every 
movement the most iny)osing aspect. By an appeal to 
our senses, he often commands a fixed attention to the i^Is* 
itations of his mercy; by an af^eal to the senses, he itti- 
plants a strong remembrance of all that was most harrow- 
ing in his desolating judgments. Had Enoch and Elijah 
been wrapt suddenly from view, faint and unfrequent 
SWould have been our recollection of the chanpje, compar- 
ed with what we gather from the poiiip of all his messen- 
rs, and his chariots of fire; and small would have been 
jir warning from Abiram and his company, had not the 
o&eiung earth impressed the senses with a lesson which 
*":fe should have gathered more imperfectly from an ordi- 
iy judgment. And even all that we read, and all that 
'we anticipate of the awful solemnities of the judgment 
day will be arranged upon this principle. The voice of 
that trumpet sounding long and loud ; the grandeur of the 
array that shall burst upon the view when Messiah plants 
his great white throne aloft, and ranges on either side the 
interminable ranks of heaven's high principalities, the 
fierce and bickering flame that plays underneath and 
shoots far before the throne, the volumes opened and the 
judgment set— all, all that is most terrible to human sense 
and thought, is ordained that this ci^eation may be im- 
pressed the more deeply by the Solemnities of that dread 
hour, and that sense may consecrate to everlasting remeiri- 
brance an event at once so important and so grand. 
It was in perfect harogiooy with tbe«e great principles of 




jutioD, and in teqdez^fpraideniKoa of creationVwaats, that 
ha preparatiou for the judgment Ihat was to consign %: 
' ,- > WQrid to niin were iiuidf;|b,^ucb a scale and conlinue4' 
- 4iroa{^ Buch a period, {^j^thaodred aud twenty jeatl 
were allotted to 4dt race tbat tbe; night be at letigih in- 
duced to consider and ainead their ways, and delile the 
,y . earth with blood and riol^Dce do more. During tbat long 
'^ period (one handred ao^ireaty J^ars,) the patriarcbMfp 
ah raised the notes of warning, and bade tbe nations pr^ 
pare to meet their God. On Sbinar*! plain he laid thefiqta 
huge beams DfthatttDpendoilB>eMel that was deBtinedW 
preserve a sainple ofaU creation frOm the general wred^ 
' And stOI as the work prc^ressed be reiterated his soleunt 
warnings to tha hardened and determined spirits of the' 
^ age, to spirits, says the apostle Peter, to spirits now i» prb 
^ son. Yet' one hundred and twenty years, he cried-^yet 
iix^ years — ^yet thirty years and then ye men of v'vA^a, 
shall defile the earth no more. I| 

Bat the age was past amendment ; the world past hope.' 
A few there were, when he first began to prophecy, a (en 
who like Noah walked with God and believed that nbat 
he threatened he would be Mthful to fulfill. Ifoah had 
both a father and a grandfather alire upon the earth. La* 
. mech, tbat father, and Methusaleh his progenitor, are ar 
iHong the very few whose praise is io the scriptures and 
whose record is on bigh. But these aged men, both of 
whom had been contemporaries of Adam the father of our 
race, Lamech for a period of 57 years, and Methutalfd^ 
during as many as S43; these men who thus formed aliindi 
of links that united the first and the last of the ante-dihl^ 
an race, contemporaries alike with the first tbat were cre- 
ated and with the last tbat lived, they, were not dottis^d 
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to witness a calamity so distressiug to all who felt an inter* 
est in the welfare of our race. Five years before the gen- 
<2ral deluge the eyes of Lamech closed in peace ; and Methu- 
fialeh only lived till his venerable locks, now white with the 
winters of almost a thousand years, were no longer needed 
to reprove and shame the vices of the age. But a very few 
months before the deluge happened, the feeble^ old man 
was dismissed from all his pains, and the last of all the an- 
te-diluvian fathers laid him down in peace« 

And now the stage was clear, why should judgment 
deep? why should perdition linger? Perdition did notlin- 
ger — judgment did not sleep. The ark was competed, 
she was provisioned for her voyage ; and the nations warn- 
ed for one hundred and twenty years, but not amended — 
ihoasands warned by the sight of that prodigious vessel,^ 
but neither terrified nor convinced, nothing pow remain- 
ed but to execute the judgment. A voice from heaven 
was addressed to Noah: *'Come thou and all thy house in- 
to the ark." Directions were also given relative to all 
the fowls of heaven, and beasts and reptiles of the earth* 
that a. few might be preserved, a pair of the unclean, and 
seven of every beast and fowl called clean, partly to serve 
the purposes of sacrifice, partly to re-stock the earth. All 
this was done. The beasts and fowls and reptiles, heaven- 
directed, sought the place of refuge. Seven days was the 
patriarch occupied in arranging this strange cargo. Last 
of all he and his family entered in» This last, this little 
week was the closing period of the world's long respite. 
One would have thought that surely among the multitude 
who witnessed this last transaction; who had often hoard 
the prophet's warnings, and for a long time witnessed bis 
upright life, there would have been a portion found v^Uq 
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were not quite immoveable, and who by this last measure 
would have been stirred up to consider their latter end. 
But we read of no such persons. An ark' so long prepar- 
ing would naturally excite the scorn of those who, disbe- 
lieving the prediction, set no value on the work. And" 
they who had for a century made ajestof our patriarch's' 
labours, would feel less and less disposed to stand in awe 
of the judgment the longer it was delayed. For above one 
hundred years they had heard of this calamity, and yet 
the calamity came not. Still the sun in heaven shone 
brightly, and all was gaiety on earth. Why then should 
they be moved by this last act of Noah? It was perfectly in 
tinison with all he had been saying, all he had been doiog 
/or so long a time: and heretofore they had derided bim^ 
and done it with impunity. Why not do it still? Bright- 
}yon that morning rose the sun above the eastern plains* 
In the fullness of his strength he shot his accustomed 
beams, as he rode a cloudless sky, and climbed the bill of 
heaven. All was calm, all promised the stability of form- 
er days and years, as Noah with his family entered in. No- 
body was warned, nobody was alarmed, no one even regard" 
cd this last solemn presage. The Saviour has informed 
ti3 that all things went on as usual. They planted, they 
builded, they married, they were given in marriage — they 
all pursued in security their avocations and amusements, 
or followed up their trade of violence and blood. But 
who will trust appearances even on the face of heaven? 
Who has not witnessed how on many a summer's day the 
gay face of nature is swathed in sudden darkness; the 
busy songsters of the forest sit silenced and terrified, or 
geek some place of shelter; the lucid lightnings glance 
where late played the beam of heaven ; and the rushing of 



the tempest and the poaring of the thunder hurl confusion 
and dismay and desolation on the scene late tranquil and 
smiling in all its summer's pride. 

Such change we often witness even in these ordinary 
times, when no judgments that had been denounced are 
to be executed on the earth, but the sole intent is to revive 
the face of nature and fructify the ground* But here was 
a tempest intended to destroy and nt>t to bless the nations, 
designed to spread havoc through universal nature, and to 
shorten the ordinary duration of human life by deranging 
the structure and altering the constitution of the material 
world. We can Judge what violence was needed to pro- 
mote these ends; we can imagine how tremendous must 
have been the face of things, what blackness shrouded hea- 
ven, what thunders shook the earth, when the Creator 
rose in the awfulness of his power to vindicate his judg- 
ments on a world of culprits* Your most dreadful torna- 
does are but the sighing of the breeze, your deluges of rain 
but as the gentle dew, compared with that dread scene in 
which the windows of heaven are said to have been open- 
ed, and the fountains of the deep broken up. God of 
grandeur, we have known something of thy works; past 
ages have recorded the horrors of the scene when Om- 
nipotence has arisen to signalize itself. But how shall we 
tell this people what the scriptures mean when they speak 
of cataracts precipitated from the heights of heaven, and 
met midway by other cataracts spouted from the yawning 
eaverns of the earth. Dreadful was the sight when the 
heaven's first changed their livery, and clouds raked by 
whirlwinds flew in quick succession as if winged with the 
lightnings ever darting from their sides. But the horrors 
of that darkness, the crashing of that thunder, the spout- 



ing, spattering, dashing of heaven's cataracts, were ta 
things of nought when the earth began to reel. The cnist 
of earth was broken, the fountains of the great deep were 
let loose ; yonder spouted a cataract a thousand fathoms' 
wide, ten thousand fathoms high; tHcre sunk a plain intii^ 
bottomless abyss, with all its fields and villages and pop^ 
nlous cities crowned. The mountains began to heave, 
lightnings from above made all their tops to tremble, Iigh^' 
nings from beneath cleft in twain their wide-spread bases, 
iand massive slabs of marble, and lai^e masses of granite, 
each one for size a mountain, were loosened from their 
seals, and tossed like hail stones in the air. The Alpi 
and the Andes at this good hour bear witness to the horrorf 
of the scene. Rocks rightly called the bones of those faug^ 
mountains, great mammoth rocksi, like mountains in tir^ . 
cumference, rocks so prodigious that no volcano couM 
have heaved them, no earthquake could unseat them, ma/^ 
now be found by thousands, thrown up in wild disorder, 
and whole miles from the spots that evidently gave them 
birth. These foots are well known to all geologists; and 
in vain they would account for them by supposing such 
earthquake as no nation has recorded, or imagining volca- 
noes to which Vesuvius is a squib. Vain and useless are 
all such suppositions. The book of God records a de- 
luge so desolating and horrible as to have found its way 
into the traditions of almost every nation under h#aven — 
a deluge that was intended to destroy the frame of nature; 
and while continents were sinking, while cataracts were 
bursting, while earth was teeming forth whole oceans by 
the hour; it is easy to suppose that amid the nodding of 
the mountains and the rushing of the waters, these masses 
^cre borne so far from their native bed. Much more ea; 
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igr tb^n to supposfi tber^ have been earthquakes and vot 
eanoes, in the great belt of Asia, aipong the mountains of 
Europe, in lofty Atlas, or the stiU more loftj Andes — 
^rthquak69 and volcanoes which no tradition mentions, 
which no eii(9Lmplo equals, with which none can once com- 
pare* 

We need not tell you that desolations so tremendous 
must very soon have approved themselves to the astound- 
C)d world as indeed the very judgment which Noah had 
been denouncing for 1^0 years* It is easy to suppose that 
people in the immediate vicinity of the ark, people who 
had heajrd the last warning of the patriarch, and marked 
him when he ascended on the morning of that day to take 
up his long abode — ^it is easy to suppose that such people 
would be terrified when the heaveni first assumed their un- 
DIQual darkneiss and put on their garniture of death. But 
no tongue can describe, no imagination can conceive the 
traits of horror that were presented in a world so popu- 
Ipus when the dire work of destruction was commenced* 
{jt did not commence, merely commence with loud and 
dashing rains, tjiat deluged the fiekls, and swelled the 
brooks, and then raised the rivers high above their banks* 
There was no room left for that climax of many horrors, 
which would naturally arise from the gradual augmenta* 
tion of the waters, first over the plains, then mounting up 
the hills, then leaving only the mountain tops uncovered, 
then earth bursting and the mountains tumbling in. The 
work was far more fearful at the very outset It was on 
the very day that Noah entered the ark-*-^^Hhat same day 
were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the 
windows of heaven were opened." No space was givea 
fer the gradual accumulation of horror upoo horror; nt> 
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opportanity flflfoi4ed.|n*tappliaiit^ooaa4ii'to mtitotuil 
the aik, aad with outsti^tched hai)cb eatreai tolie ^n^iQil' 
ed. Cftloges of. raiiii cataracts frbdkh«Mlenr beat ddwt 
tbe adrentoroas who were'' feuod from under ab^ltef} 
washed off at once the nni(i walled cottages, a&d aniobfed 
tiiArbaildings of a firmer mould. Earth tossed and bel|Qfit 
ed ; lightning and earthquake did their speedy work( ldh| - 
Tare must baTe been the scenes ofprotracted agonjf «i| 
ittnall the multitude that amid the tossings of ttie wUiii0'' 
tains, and the tumblings of the cataracts oonld hare essl|^< 
ed to scale their heights. Few would be the scretaNi 
children clingii^ to their mothers, and short the utentaH 
' guish of females ibld^ to the heart of those tiiej trQlM 
moat. Directlj-^yes, directly tiie desolation was co»ylrtit 
And no noiie disturbed the air save the howlfaig W> 
temjpest, andnow and then a mountain nodding to ita 
Bat the design of heaven did not terminate with. thiP 
traction of all flesh. Earth must be clednsed frooifiMilrf 
polluted carcases, and her face must retain not so much at 
one memorial of the abuse and degradation to which her 
riches had been subject. Thence in part the change up* 
on the face of nature, that every memorial, every vestigo 
of human crime might be done away; and that the sun (4 
heaven when once and again he should look from behind 
those clouds might witness no remains of scenes profaned 
by vice, the memorials of dishonour done to God who &im^ 
ed them. 

For forty days and nights the tempest was continued,' 
till the waters prevailed to the height of fifteen cubits a- 
bove the tallest mountains, and, not even one twig of the 
stunted shrubbery that clothes the mountain top was to be 
seen above its surface* It was a world of waters, uq ocea9 
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without shiiure; and aaye that ark now floating on its sur- 
&ce, a. small and moying speck, nothing was discernible 
ever all the watery waste from one end of heaven even to 
the other* Seven months it continued^ at its utmost height; 
for seven long months this mighty ball presented the si- 
lence as well as stillness of universal death. No dashing 
of the waters, for they found no shore against which to 
Itim their shock; no rippling of the surge, for the winds 
of heaven were chained* It was universal silence over 
the universal waste ; a still but awful lecture on the jus- 
tice .of high heaven, on the sure and certain retribution of 
impenitence* 

That ark alone remained above the waters. Like a 
little casket containing things most precious, the eye of him 
who inherits all the nations was bent stedfastly upon it. 
For there floated the germ of aU the various nations since 
famous in the annals of the world. There, pent up within 
that little circuit, were the pledges of all that animate the 
landscape, or make the forest vocal, or glance their variant 
plumage before the mid-day sun. But we note not now the 
dangers they encountered, the tumults that swelled the 
bosoms of the rationalpart of this great cargo of life, or 
the faithful superintendance of that Almighty Providence 
.ttiat landed them in safety in a world restored. 

On next Lord's day we celebrate a deliverance of which 
the ark with all its blessings was but a feeble type. And 
it is fit that you should then accompany this favoured fam- 
ily through a voyage so eventful, to a termination so aus^ 
piciouS) that you may regard with more Intentness a 
more complete deliverance from a greater ill. Till then 
we leave this faithful patriarch sailing on the bosom of the 

f 
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We will not detain you now with the many bu^y inipik 
lies that have been urged upon this theme. We &atis£f 
no man's questibn, ^^how did God provide sufficient water 
to deluge all the world t^' We point to that same hand that 
first dug the channels of the deep, and that threw around 
0Ur globe its attenuated air. We point to the fact that he 
dissolved the frame of nature, as almost all the vallies aad 
all the mountain-tops will witness at this hour» It is e 
nougii that the bible assigns a cause most adequate* OiT 
sipotence interfered, Omnipotence did the thing* And 
we pretend not to fathodi the resources of Oamipotenct 
when it brings a flood of waters, or when it ooakes a worl4 
All nations, all nature bears witness that it was done» 
How Oimiipotence did it, Onmiscienee must unibld* But 
it is well that be did it by a flood of waters^ The bomon 
of that scene strike horror to human sense; and the traceft- 
as well as traditions of the dreadful visitations prolong to 
mankind the advantage of the lesson by giving them uxi» 
questionable assurance of the fact. To trace out this 
assurance would be to display the early records of all 
nations, or with modern geologists to scale the lofty 
mountains and to dive deep into the plains. It would be a 
work of hours, of days, of weeks. Id multitudes of vot 
umes these evidences are enfolded, there you must co]>- 
suit them. 

Wc assume the fact as unquestionably authentic: we 
point it out as a declared visitation of a world's transgress- 
ions: we note it as the accomplishment of predictions 
warmly urged for 120 years upon the improvident and un- 
believing. And finally, we now repeat to you another pre- 
diction of much longer standing and of much more fearful 
import, which the same mouth has uttered, which the same 
arm shall execute-* ^^Knowing this first, that there shall 



ttrihe in fhe last days scoffers, walking after their own 
tnsts, and saying, where is the promise of his coming? for 
^nce the fieithers feU asleep, all things continue as they were 
lirom the beginning of the creation. For this they willing* 
ly are ignerant of, that by the word of God the heavens 
were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in 
the water: whereby the world that then Was, being over- 
flowed with water, perished: but the heavens and the 
€arth wlttch are now, by the samt word are kept in store, 
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdi« 
tlon of ungodly men.^' ^^But the day of the Lord will come 
AS a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also, and the Works that are 
therein, shall be burned up."~2 Peter ill. 3—7. 10. "For 
ifee Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
Ood: and the dead in Christ shaU rise first. Then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and 
CO shall we ever be with the Lord.'' — 1 Thess. iv. 16. 17^ 
'^And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on iti 
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and 
there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, 
fmall and great, stand before God: and the books were o* 
pened; and another book was opened, which is the book o{ 
life: and the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to their works. And 
the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and 
bell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they 
Were judged every man according to their works. And 
4eath and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
10(01)^ death* Aa4 wbosoevejr was not found written in 
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the book <^life waft cait into th^ lake of fire.''-- Re?, n^ 
"^ 1 1— 16. FbiBlIy. bear the aasarances of the Saviour hiiBi^ 
felf:., ^W ben the Son of man shall eome in his gloij, moif 
all tfiie holy angels wi& bimi then shall be sit upon 11^ 
throne of bis glory: an(N>e£bre him shall be gathered aJD 
fliiMiations; and be shall separate ibemone from anolbe^ 
"* as a shepherd divideth bis sheep from the goats: and ^ 
fth^l set the sheep on his right band^ bat the goats on ^ 
left. Then shall the King say unto them on his right haft^ 
^ come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pm 
Vi* pared for you from the. foundation of the worlds Fqr ]k 
was a hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was tbirslyy «ii| 
ye gaye me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me 19% 
naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye viultd-met 
I was In prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall tbe| 
righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we 4iee aa| 
hungered, and fed theet or thirsty, and gave thee draAS' 
when saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or nakedf 
and clothed thee? or when saw we thee sick, or in prisoui 
and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say 
tinto them, verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done. 
ii unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have donoi ^ 
a unto me. Then shall he say also unto them on the left, 
band, depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre* 
pared for the devil and bis angels: for I was an hungeredi^ 
and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me 
]io drink: I was a stranger, and ye took^e not in: naked, , 
and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited!^ 
me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungered, or a thirst, or a stranger, 
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto 
^ee? Then shall he answer them^ saying, verily, I say un- 



ti> jou, inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of 
these, ye did it not to me. And these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment: but^he righteous into life pter- 
n ah"— Matthew xxv. 3 1—46. 

"Consider this, ye that forget God, Test he tear you in 
pieces, and there be none to deliver." We point you to 
the deluge, as the pledge of heaven^s fixed' purpose in the 
judgment here denounced. Before the bar of judgment a 
bickeriog flame shall dart, it shall swathe the eartfi in one 
interminable sheet of flame. But we have an ark in which 
lo plough this deluge, an ark now safely moored before 
|he mercy seat of God, where the cherubim of glory 
spread over it their wings. We have it in commandment 
to declare to all the nations that there is none other name 
given under heaven by which you can be saved. We have 
it in commandment to bid the nations enter in. On next 
LSrd^s day we minister to you the seals of this assurance. 
We will say that so certainly as we break to you that 
bread, the Saviour was broken for all who will receive 
him. We say to you that so really as you receive and 
drink that cup, he will minister salvation to all ^ho now 
confess him. Who is there among you that sighs for God's 
salvation? Who desires to seek it in (jrod's appointed way? 
Let them take the cup of salvation and call upon the name 
of the Lord. Fet 1300 years and I, even I do bring a 
tempest on the earth, "hailstones and coals of fire." — "Oh 
,thatye were wise! that ye understood this! that ye would 
^consider your latter end."^ 
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*^Jlnd Ood remembend ffoak^ tmi epery limng Aing^ ^.4ft 
At caiUe thai tbmu wiA him m the. turk: md Ood maikl^ 
wind topoiB €iver the mrthf cmd the waUrs (Mn^|gflfl.^.4| 
fimiaim ahoofthed^^mdAewindoa$ t /.lmw mjm% 
^oppedf and the ramjhm AMWAioot tvcMnmt^f #m( Ai| 
walen rehm^JhmoffAe efgrthanUimi^^ jsmii^^ilH 
end ofthekkndredtmd^Jl^ dgyi i&e nMsn <we. MkMlfi:^ 
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When the hero of the noblest of the Boman poets 
cast with his associates on the notbern coast of Africa«:dflftt 
poiled of their shippings ignorant of their situation, ai4 
mourning the destruction of so many of their friends, be 
is represented as consoling their drooping spiritji anong 
other things with the suggestion that in after times, when 
they should have retrieved their losses^ and effected a setr 
tiement in the country so long sought, they would .reap no 
small enjoyment from the remembrance and recital of thcdr 
present woes. It was a stroke most true to nature. The- 
recollection of past sorrows as well as of departed joys ia 
^'pleasant, though mournful to the soul." And when such 
iSjinotions are placed under the consecration of civistiaa 
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InmiQes the44iA sc^p^ wben we remember bow we trust- 
ed and ^eri^siot 4bitiq^iAted» wben we cell to mind the 
fcmdnesa iba^ ebertebed tbe faiUng spirit, the tender eon^ 
flideratiofr diM took tbought £or our aoany wants and set 
our feet nt laat uf on firm and even ground;*— then the re« 
jmembrance of Qur sorrows is indeed a blissful exercise, for 
it is mingled with feelings of thankfulness and gladness:— 
thankfulness for the unwearied cares of such a firiend; glad* 
lie«s thai he still befriends us, and i» our hope for time to 
Mme. If this earth waa erer the seat of one moment of 
l^ficitjr unmin^ed and unperturbed, if ever one erantion 
purees those of angela thrills through the human heart, it 
iurely is that moment- when, unnoticed by the world and 
heedless of aft its interests, we ponder the ways in which 
the Almighty has led us, and remembering aXt his goodness 
when there was none other we could trust, and humbled 
by the recollection of our impatience or misgivings^ we fall 
down before him and bless him^ for his. kindness, and with 
li^niious teats lament that we esver doubted, ever were 
afraid. Such tears may flow profusely, but they sparkle at 
they roll, nor will they blight the roses on the softest cheek« 
Never wae there a being on whom such recollections 
ked foirer room to woric, than on the patriarch whose de- 
liverance we tills day celebrate. Ob last Lord's day we 
left himin that ark, stiU floating on the bosom of the migh^ 
ty waters* That prodigious vessdi, of burden exceeding 
forty thousand tons, floated along unwieldly and unwielded^ 
without a sail or rudder, the current alone its mover, and 
Providence its guide. Of the dangers it encountered theyp 
are fittest judges who car best imagine what surges lashed 

kf whM bUlowa Jtiieaiveckit, wkea Mu)|F mountsins raised: 
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iDoiuitBlfii itt Ae' deep^ and spouting- cattaractt 
its sar&ce boiL Nor can less be infered from that 
maud of the Abmghty that all the sides and all the top 
aboald^ made impenrioos to the water, save ody OM litlir 
window to admit the light and air. Providence inteipc^ 
•es no miracles, except where ordinary means id their el^ ^ 
dinary application will not effect his purposes ; and tl# 
means thus employed to prevent the ark from filling dealt 
ly indicate the danger to which it was exposed. - ^•'^^it , 
. This arrangement likewise answered another importssft 
end. The patriarch had no view from ibis strange piiSNt 
except directly upward* It was enough for him and htt 
fiunily to feel the tossings of die tressel, and to bear 1fe| 
fierce turmoil in which all wittioat was driving* • ft 
well that he could only iimiagmt the horrors oftteJifce! 
the deluged earth, the felling mountains, the floating 
oases. The Act no doubt exceeded dl mortal 
sion: the sight would have been distraction. 

But at the end of forty days the face of heaven bright^ ' 
ened; the waters rolled no longer; and floating softly a- 
long as the tide might shape their course, full leisure was 
left this highly favored family to contemplate the kindness 
which had interposed to save them — them — them cmly of all 
a world so populous. How the uproar they had beard and 
the tossings they had experienced must have heightened ' 
and sweetened their present sense of calmness and securi- 
ty, you will determine for yourselves. And how tiiis dread 
dispensation, taken all in all, must have elevated their con** 
ceptions of unswerving righteousness that made such bav* 
oc of a world, and of condescending goodness which yet 
would not destroy the righteous with the wicked, we sure** 
ly need not tell you. We know well how recent danger 
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Mdears present safety ; and we know that no moment so 
elevates devotion as that which confers distinguished kind- 
ness, when) bereaved of every other stay, we have none but 
God to trust. 

It was on the 7th of December that "the fountains of the 
great deep were broken up.'* On the 6th of May, 150 
days from the commencement of the deluge, the mandate 
was given and the waters began to retire. The same dif- 
ficulty meets us here which we have already encountered 
in relation to the original place of this vast collection of 
waters. We know too little of the structure of the earth 
to say any thing with certainty on a question about which 
the scriptures are so utterly silent. One thing however is 
certain. The mean density of this great globe is nearly 
four times greater than that of water ;that is to say it is nearly 
four times heavier than an equal bulk of water would be. 
Now, though we cannot penetrate a single mile below the 
surface, yet, if we are to judge from the lava of volcanoes, 
and from such other slight informations as we occasional- 
ly pick up in relation to the bowels of the earth, iiieve is^ 
every reason to believe that a solid mass of rock and min« 
^ral and metal would be vastly more ponderous than we 
know to the world to be. We are therefore constrained 
to suppose that its internal parts contain prodigious cavi- 
ties filled only with water. This seems necessary to ac- 
count for the comparative lightness of the whole mass# 
Nor, if we can trust the geological intimations of him who 
made the earth, will we hesitate upon this subject. The 
ipostle Peter suggests that the disposition of its parts was 
different originally from their present arrangement; ^the 
sartb," he says, ^Hhen standing out of the water, and in the 

nrater." And the psalmist is express in hi9 asftfrtioa that 
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it is founded on the floods. We are not to expect from 
the scriptures formal instruction on questions of geology, 
or astronomy, or indeed on any other subject which man 
pursues as science. But we surely are to expect thatGoi 
best knows bis own works, and must therefore belieTe that 
if he incidentally alludes to thera, the allusion will beco^ 
rect« When, for instance, we are told that be hung the 
earth upon nothing, that he balanced it in empty space, 
we are to look out for &ct8 corresponding with the as8e^ 
t ion : and modem astronomy now assures us of these facts* 
So also when we are told that the ground is founded upoD 
flood, we are entitled to expect that there are rast coUec* 
iions of waters in the* central parts of the earth* We have 
only then to suppose that when Omnipotence destroyed the 
Internal organization this heavier crust would sink; ani. 
at every chasm the waters necessarily spouted* . We \xkH 
only to suppose another exercise of power to raise BSguA 
the surface, vast interstices would be formed, and then 
would take place what the psalmist has described when 
Celebrating this very event: "God laid the foundations of 
the earth that it should not be removed forever. — The wa« 
ters stood above the mountains; at thy rebuke they fled: 
at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away. They go 
up by the mountains, they go down by the vallies into the 
place which thou hast founded for them*" — Psals. civ. 5-8* 
They had sunk but a very little when this heavily laden 
vessel grounded on the top of one of the mountains of A^ 
menia. The precise spot is of course a matter of uncer 
tainty. The natives of the East generally point us to a 
large and isolated mountain, commonly called Masis, some* 
times the finger mountain because of its tall and slender 
form. It is one of the loftiest in Asia, at least a third of 
its height being above the boundary of perpetual snow* 



The tradition of many centuries has not only pointed the 
nations of the world to that mountain, but has constantly 
asserted that there the remnants of the ark still exist. But 
centuries have probably elapsed, possibly thousands vof 
years, since any one haa scaled its heights. The celebra- 
ted traveller Toumefort attempted it; but he found the 
ascent so steep and dangerous that the attempt was reli»- 
quished as perfectly impracticable, after he had toiled 
nearly a wh(de day. 

We will not detain you with the various expedients 
^ich our patriarch tried m order to ascertain the condi- 
tion of the plains below. Though he must await the DI* 
"Vine command before he dare venture to depart the ark, 
yet it was a natural and an innocent solicitude which 
prompted him to discover the actual state of the retiring 
waters. His raven, poised on easy wing, and furnished 
with appropriate food which the receding deluge would 
naturally leave in all the hollows of the mountain top, 
manifested no di8positk>n to return. But the dove which 
•could find nothing on the bleak and rugged sides of this 
great mountain, whose every space presents either barren 
sands or sharp and rugged rocks, would naturally direct ita 
course down to the level country. There all was water 
fitill, no food, np resting place, was found, and tiH the third 
time of her dismission she still returned to the ark, her well 
known place of refuge. 

It was on the seventeenth of September that the lev^l 
grounds were freed from water, and the dove departed to 
return no more. But though drained it was not dried; 
and till this should be effected, till her face should no lon- 
ger teem forth noxious vapours, the ark on the top of Arra- 
nt was mw^s fittest dwelling. At length however, on the 
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37th of the second month, answering to the iS'th of De- 
cember, the plains were fitted to become his habitation, 
and he and every living thing were released from their 
long imprisonment* One year and eleven days had 
elapsed since they had trod the face of the earth be- 
fore* It was a period fraught with unparalleled horrorsi 
with unequaled revolutions; and strong and peculiar as 
were the emotions of that family on the day in which they 
entered the ark and left all the world to perish, they could 
jBcarcely be less strong and less peculiar, on the day of 
their revisiting the former haunts of men, where they and 
every vestige of their work had perished. We formerly 
said that the world must have been exceedingly populous 
before this great calamity oCcured* The salubrity of the 
.air, the fruitfulness of the soil and the great longevity of 
man almost infallibly secured such a result. Suppose ihei 
that there occurred no more than 20 births during the first 
century, and that their numbers doubled only once in fifty 
years after that period. — And from what we have gathered 
from the history of Cain and Abel, there seems good rea- 
son to suppose many more than twenty births during the 
first century; and the fact will shew that even under the 
disadvantages of contracted life and an altered state of 
things^ population even now often doubles in far less than 
half a century. Yet take our modern estimate ; suppose 
but twenty persons at the end of the first hundred years; 
and let that number be doubled every succeeding fifty, it 
will be found by a short and simple calculation that in the 
year of the deluge the world may have contained above 
twenty billion of souls; that is at least thirty times as 
many as all the nations number at the present day. — Make 
what deductions you please from this very moderate esti- 
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mate, and fitill it will appear that our patriarch must have 
left a crowded busy throng when he bade the world adieu. 
And who may not enter into Noah's feelings when at the 
foot of Ararrat,on a winter day, he trod once more the former 
seats of all this busy multitude and found the world a waste* 
Drear J at all times are scenes far removed from the cheer^ 
/ul haunts of men; drearily the winds hurl through the 
waste where decaying timbers and dilapidated walls call 
up to the imagination of the transient visiter what had 
been the scenes of busy industry or of wassail mirth before 
that mansion was forsaken of its inmates. But fur more 
dreary must have been the face of things when our patri- 
arch amidst the fiilenee of those scenes could advert to no 
far distant spots still alive with busy multitudes; for there 
fitood behind him just seven human beings, the last and 
little remnant of a populous world. No decaying timbers^ 
no dilapidated walls spoke to his senses of former busy 
scenes; the retiring waters had drifted all away, or they 
lay hid from human sight far below the surface of the set- 
tled mud and slime. To Noah, as to Adam, it was an 
empty world; but not, as formerly, enlivened with herds 
of cattle grazing on the plain, and with birds innumerable 
perched on all the trees. It was a world yet more des- 
olate, and that chilling sense of loneliness would be render-* 
ed far more strong by the contrast with a populousness he* 
had so lately witnessed, but which Adam never saw. Cold 
as were the winds that whisked along that mountain's foot, 
fitill more chilling was the sense of so many desolations; it 
chilled the very heart. 

But though our patriarch must have felt.it as a man, 
as a christian man he bore it. And the very first use he 
jcDSide of life so preserved and liberty restored, was to pre? 
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tent the •dAM'MrrlOM eftidontMtf cirit ihanlngini^fl 
/ God hit ipSftt preaenr^* FeitM wett <be creatuMr iM^ 

•d fioM the Mnfj^ and deilNa>l6 m It mostjMre ta4 
;. ^ AK la pi ronii if c and cherMi'tlw»,-^^l^ plalai^||Pl'iMi . 

^ > ^; vigbt again som pn^nt 4ba cliamt ^f atihtetM llfft/^l^ , 
^ «tfbh QODaldcrUiMB, no j^antlble 4lc(aMi ofatdtfMil' 

cdcnlattngprtrience, retlraimd hlm^ ft|pj.jei|trtMlfcfcj[^ 
Hwaf^nfeed way and in Iha most libeq^Ryfo IhMMI' 
ligB i^deTOtim which he dierifthad. He'imd aW#Mfe 
flaved; togjrihbr pte^ared ^ aHar; Md tfien ttiateai^tfhli 
^^^ I^UPg A AUigle TietiBi frbni thflfenill and pn^^MhlMl 

i l^nt, Umjt chose one %t%ymrf heate and Mtd adM AfiA 

« tanfde eftil Aatwat^ fitted for thettcriflce; «itifiMto^ 
» ' «t e|}C0 It heeatoadi ce te Cbd-cf ttefar aa lndh ifc ' ^4PM|f 

CaiiDotiee Ae*Uttli terilfitf iew^aivomidl^ 
lifter I Wh# 4mI not teeiBi ahnotft ta bear Oiebr 
ie catdi At voioe of Ibywsat sapplicatioft whhslk* 
^ich the Aame of tint amaalng sacrifice as it peerttf1d||k 
towards the heavens! White the blazing altar disamed 
the piercing trinds of that December daj, who does not 
jTeel thft the effusions of their tliankMness and the flew of 
saanj hearts together recording the mercies of the Most 
High, and eastiag themselves and the whole wofM npsa 
his care, tnust liave dispelled the chiH that at first seixed ea 
their bosoms^ and converted every feeling to tendernesi 
and love. Again thej looked around, bnt they were an 
more alone ; the God whom thej worshiped was present 
to console them, and again all nature smiled. This first 
act of worship, so impressive and important, made a deep 
impression on the memory of man. Still its memoiiriis 
distinctly to be traced in the rites and traditions of tiie 
Eastern world. But, what is far noofe important, aiaifced 
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M it was with numy traits of tenderness, it met a marked 
leception from the mercy seat of God: ^^And the Lord 
ttnelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his heart, I 
Will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; 
ibr the imagination of man's heart is evil from liis youth: 
neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as 
i have done.'' — Gen* viii. 21 • Accordingly we find in the 
succeeding chapter that all his words were fraught with 
blessings to our race. He confirmed to our patriarch do- 
minion over the creatures; he multiplied the enjoyments 
and increased the facilities of human life, by authorizing 
what never before bad been permitted to mankind, the 
Use of animal food ; and finally, after multiplying his cau- 
tions and his blessings, he gave a pledge to all the earth 
that such a deluge of waters should cover its face no more* 
And then he appointed as the token of his covenant that 
tioble arch that lifts its awful form,' but softened and 
beautified with all the dies of heaven. ^'And the bow 
Bhall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and eve^ 
ry living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth."—- 
Gen. ix. 16. From that hour to this the bow of that cov- 
enant has been often seen in heaven; ifideed almost as 
often as retiring clouds sweep along the face of heaven, 
and receding thunders mutter in the distance, God rears a- 
loft his many*cloloured bow, in signal to the nations that 
bis covenant is remembered; and that tho' clouds may often 
shroud the cheerful face of day, he will be true to his pur- 
pose that they shall deluge earth no more. Four thou- 
sand years are gone and that promise is not broken ; to this 
hour the fact has been in consonance with the symboL 
Be it ours tQ ionprove by the lesson he would teach us; and 
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henceforward when we see this sign of secarity, vrhen we 
measure the vast compass or admire the brilliant colours 
of the bow in heaven, let us remember who has guaran- 
teed our freedom from a deluge, and trust the promises of 
his better covenant. 

We will not trace our patriarch through the varied e- 
vents of his latter days. Long he lived honoured and resp 
pected ; respected as the revered father of our race ; hon- 
oured as a man pre-eminent in piety, on whom Almighty 
Providenee, in that signal preservation, did seem to set his 
seal to give the world assurance of his worth. One lam* 
entable fact, one deed of sin and shame, sullies the bright 
fame of our venerable patriarch. A sad memento that 
DO living man is perfect; that the best and the wisest, if 
left to their own resources, may become in evil hour the 
legitimate object of pity or contempt to the weakest or the 
basest of their fellow men. But let no man pour conten^t 
en the memory of our patriarch for this one offence, pe^ 
haps incautiously committed, and which we have no rea- 
son to believe was repeated a second tinje. Let no man 
tbink the better of habitual intemperance, because Noah 
the man of God thus fell in evil hour. It is easy to copy 
the vices of the best, but it will by no means follow that 
we have their virtues too. A transient offence, unwitting- 
ly committed, bitterly repented, and never again repeated, 
is a very different thing from habitual indulgence in the 
ways of sin. It was the praise of our patriarch that he 
was"a just man, and perfect in bis generations; and No- 
ah walked with God." When you merit such a charac- 
ter; when like him you walk with God; then compare 
yourself with him. But let no man assume his pretensions 
or his hopes, because in one sad instance there was a like^ 
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JieBS in their crimes. — Peace to his memory, his offence 
Jbas been forgiven, his ashes rest in hope, his piety still en- 
dears him to the hearts of his posterity, and the spirit of 
#nr, father rests peacefully in heaven, awaitinc; the day 
when he shall again revisit earth ; to witness a second and a '- 
final restoration from desolations far more fearful than 
those which he witnessed when its surface had been 
drenched with the waters of the flood. 

We may not now detain you with the many thoughts 
suggested by that horrible catastrophe whose history we 
have been tracing for three successive sabbaths. Its rava- 
ges still remain as a beacon to all Che nations, tradition 
has carried it down through ten thousand channels to am 
most every family of the earth. To-day we celebrate a- 
nother and more recent deliverance from a deluge far 
more frightful, the deluge of our crimes and a perdition 
that awaits; we celebrate a kindness which lifts more than 
It single patriarch with his family of seven souls, a kind* 
aess which elevates '^an exceeding great multitude which no 
man can number, of every kindred and tongue and people,^' 
high above the dangers and the fears of that dread hour* 
And to such celebration it is fit that we should hasten. 

Yet ere we quit intirely this affecting subject, let us read 

what God has written in characters so legible on the cet* 

tainty and rigor with which he vindicates his holiness* 

How often do we hear it quoted with approbation from the 

scriptures that the living God is no respecter of persons! 

And how often is this sentiment perversely applied to calm 

the fears and sustain the hopes of those who live without 

professing like Noah to walk with God, whose conduct 

knows no reference to tne law supreme, and is never 

moulded bj sentiments of love. Su(?h persons wUl tell u^ 
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that God lespcictB fbt p#8ops; and therefore tbey inftyr 
4bat diougi^' they neglect bU service, profane bis institil* 
tioDS. and in the ttte of earth and heaven disclaim alliance 
with bis Son, that'fitiU they shall be saved as well as thosfE; 
who love and trast biro, because ^od acceptetb not th^ 
person of any maoJ||^Nayi we will point you to a iact 
ipach more consonant with the sentiment than are tbM 
crude interpretations which you force up<m such saying ^ 
We' will point you to the deluge in attestation of the tnitb^ . 
that not the pomp of learning, nor the pride of geniu^ viqi 
the wealth. of provinces, nor the veneration of a world, wit 
. lave any man under heaven from the strict and rigoroni 
' execution of heaven's justice* Vajn and sbortHiigfate^i ' 
how ready are we. to think that God adopts concerning ^ 
that same standard of judgn^ent which we know (o be ap* 
plied to us by our fellow men* And because that gijlow* /^ 
worm light, a spark of human genius; because ^ Ittdf 3J^ 
learning or a little wealth, bloats up our nothingness in m^ 
estimation of our fellows, and we strut our hour in pageant- 
ry and pride, we verily believe that Almighty God will 
reverence these little gifts which his own hand bestows^ 
and will concede to us the Importance which our arro- 
gance assumes. Almighty Father! what blushes of shame 
should mantle in our cheeks, when we reflect that we who 
are but worms and of yesterday, should feel as if conde^ 
scending to worship in thy sanctuaty, or should bristle up 
with pride and refuse to ask thy favour. 

Fellow mortals, look upon that deluge. There floated 
the corpse of many a man of talent, many a man of state. 
But palaces and provinces are now laid beneath the waters, 
the decorations of a world are floating undistinguished 
from the drift-wood and the leaves, dark and unexpr«5sive 
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fa now the eye of science, and the tongue of the eloquent 
is dumb. Goodness alone is valued, goodness alone is safe; 
such goodness as is bottomed on the^ fear of God, and is 
'moulded by daily fellowship with him. Goodness rests 
Safely in the bosom of that ark. — Look upon that deluge, 
mark how the waters roll. Then say if God respects your 
pitiful acres or your bales of merchandise; say if the Om- 
. niscient so estimates your science, as to set any man living 
above the obligation of his law, above the dangers of its 
penalty. Where then will be those acres, where then those 
shops or {>alaces, when the disembodied spirit stands be- 
fore his throne; how dim will be your tapers of learning 
and of genius, when brought under the effulgence of that 
supreme intelligence, that infinite understanding, that un- 
derived, undiminishing, eternal light. 

Nay, look upon that deluge, and tell me what is man in 
iSie estimation of his Maker. Say what riches or what 
numbers the Eternal so respects, as to stain on their ac- 
count his hitherto spotless glories, the glory of his right, 
e'ousness, the glory of bis truth; — as to consent for their 
sakes that justice no longer shall be the measure of his do- 
ing, that order no more shall be the watchword of his 
ilile. 

And now lift your eyes towards the lights of heaven. 
Were this God's only world, were all his riches here, there 
would be better ground to think him a respecter erf your 
state. But when we see that this expansive, this intermin- 
able universe teems with life and with the habitations of 
life — when we see eighty million' suns, the centres of oth- 
«r systems, the lights of other worlds, shooting their glories 
from afar to tell us that they exist. — And when we think 
that all these bodies^ all these eighty million suns form but 
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one little fprovince Ih thi* vast creation; when alreatjr 
stand revealed through the aid of optic glass five an^. tweiK 
ty handfred provindil, as vast and stlU more vast; who wiff 
talk of his greatness or of the greatness of this earth; wlw 
will call it waste that -in this universe of life one little 
world was whelmed^- beneath its waters, because the* , 
dwelleri diere despised the God of grandeur. 

Naj, look upon the variety that decorates creation; iie#; I 
mini innumerable isolated l&e our own; and then see otfap . 
€r suns, various in numbers, in size, and in app^artoM^^ 
liow by twos, by threes, and in still greater Jiumbers, thef 
are combined to wbeelmround one common centre, and pom 
■ue their many and their n^tic dance^) W.hat grandew , 
dignifies, what variety decorates the face of this tK^Umb^ 
Look then upon those heavens which shew the ^^mtj^t 
their Blaker; look upon the flood which declares to smhI . 
bis righteousness; and now while you may, lay hoU up^li 
his power, embrace with our patriarch the fiiith xk God^ 
Messiah, like him dllplay your hope when you worship in 
his, sanctuary, when you mingle with the world. And 
then expect like Noah his protection and his blessing,, . 
though all the world a second time should perish. ^^Thejr 
that know thy name will put their trust in thee ; for tbol^ 
#ehoyab« hast not forsaken them that seek tbee«^ 
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BIOGRAPHY OF ABRAHAM. 

£^Jf(m the Lord had said unto Abram^get thee out of thy coufti. 
try^ and from thy kindred^ and from thyfather'^s house^ unto 
a land thai Izoill shew thee; and I mil make of thee a great 
nation^ and I will bless thee^ and make thy name great; and 
thou shalt he a blessing* And I will bless them that bless ihee^ 
end curse him thai curseth thee; and in thee shall all famv* 
ties of the earth be blessed.'*^ Gen. xii. 1 — 3. 

When the apostle Peter would rebut the grand objection 
t>rought by unbelievers of his own and irifteed of every age» 
against the scriptural development of God's purposes and 
plans, we mean the long delay in the consummation of 
^ ihose plans, he appeals to a fact which all rational and en* 
lightened men admit, the proper eternity of the great Su« 
preme: — "One day is with the Lord as a thousand years j 
imd a thousand years as one day.'' This single but import-^ 
«nt circumstance accounts sufficiently for the striking dif- 
ference which every one must notice between the evolu* 
tioo of the purposes of heaven, and the works projected and 
carried on by man. Circumscribed in our existence, it i» 
natural and even necessary that all our movements should 
be rapidly conceived and executed with celerity. They: 
ajpe t\fi^ things of a day in which all qui: interests centre^; 
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and ire ftd tint it Is wisdom frhen oar plana arft moi . 
conceived to push them on rapidlj to their final coor 
tnmmatioo. Indeed this disposition is so inseparable firot) .' i 
oor nature, that even when we make excursions into thf ' 
worid of imagination, we picture every thing as regulated ; 
oo the views and principles common anribng ourselves*. A^ : 
jjlrorks of fiction, from the tales of the genii up to the fineit J 
effusions of tfie pagan world, depict superior beings accoil^^ 
ing to tiiis law; and whatever be the wisdom and pQWS^- 
with which ttiej are invested or indued; all tliat #ifliiii|t 
aD that power serves onlj to secure the more r$pid 1^96* ^ 
cation of their stupendous pfami« 

The biUe only reveab to us the Ooe&terfi^9fM(i.^^.;m 
.itexliibits all bis movements in hr other gulse^^^'^^?^'^^ 
evolution it the plau of God; and the bible le Wfti eiiU Uir 
as uafeidiiig in slow succession, plans thiat l»oasf tfteb^ $m . 
mencement in eternity, and run on still unfolding, but aM^ 
incomplete till their consummation must be tiraced tbroa^ 
eternity again. This is the bible God. A being, how di£fe^ 
ent from the phantasies sketched out by men ! And this sing^ 
circumstance is no mean indication that the scriptural d^ 
lineation is indeed a true and an inspired delineation of the ^ 
God of this great universe. This one law pervades hii 
universal works, and not singly his work of grace. The 
ftcom that fell this autumn to the ground, liable to perish 
in the jaws of some atiimal, little weak and mean, may nev» 
ertheless escape, and in the returning spring shoot fortfi 9^ 
tender sprig. That little sprig will be liable to be crush- 
ed and destroyed forever beneath the lighest tread, or it 
may bend like a reed under the smallest of the feathered 
tribe. But should it escape, one thousand years hereafter 
may exhibit it in far different guise. Then it will setd 
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its roots abroad and strike them deep into the earthy while 
lifting high toward the heavens and stretching iar and 
wide its venerable branches, it frowns in awful grandeur^ 
the king of all the forest* It is thus throughout all na- 
ture that all things take their rise; it is thus that thej in* 
crease by little and little from smallest beginnings to r^ 
isults incalculable, till crowned with the spoils of accuma- 
ll lated centuries, they speak forcibly to the world of the 
eternity of him who because he is eternal need never be 
in haste to consummate his plans* 

To-day, my brethren, we mark the small beginnings of 

a plan^ the first germ of a great system which yields to no 

competior among the forest oaks, or among the mountaia 

rocks, or among all that is most durable in this material 

* world. The oak of many centuries is at last sluiced of all 

- its sap, and stretching awhile its withered and its naked 

amns, totters to its fall; rocks themselves may grow, but 

convulsions will unseat them, the lightnings force wiH 

blast them, and they too crumble away, and become 

soft as common earths* But that great society of men 

constituted of old for the purposes of salvation, and visi- 

^ bly separated from the world at large, that society first set 

i^ up in the single person of our venerable patriarch, from 

^ him evolved into the myriads of Israel, and embracing at 

t , length so many of the gentiles, that church of God so small 

r in its begfcinings, that kingdom of Messiah so unimposing 

> in its aspects, still lives, still increases among the nations of 

1^ tiie earth; and we behold it at this hour, far from the de- 

f^ crepitude that speaks a speedy fall, we see her in all the 

vigour of a youth renewed still growing up to greater 

magnitude, still accumulating greater strength; and noir 

the bas beea increasing ibr near four thousand years, we 
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tecogdiie ber as but on fhe entrance of fbat bright -^aVMl^ 
whidi shall manifest her vigor and multiply her conqaeiii 
&r abore a Aonsand jears to come. 

It was in the age of Abraham, it was in th^ pernMi cf 
Abraham that her career commenced* Truth indeed hal ] 
always had her advocates, and piety her votaries, firooi tiie 
days of oar first fitther. Imperfectly as we have dcetched 
to you a few short memoirs of ante-diluvian worth, jM'] 
have seen enough to tnow that such had been ffae AoIk 
. But hitherto wq have seen little more than mere isolaMl; 
examples of goodness and greatness. The domesfie cisds^ 
may have been often cheered by piety. Fathers may liai#; 
taught iheir children, and they again reported to mmXtM 
generation, the interesting truths on which human liope% 
built/ But these fomilies, at most but thiidjf icaite|«i|^ 
over the &ce of the eartht werelinked together by no 
inon bond; they were not compacted in one great 
tion formally and ostensibly devoted to God, and visiUf - 
distlDgulshed from the great mass of the world. It there- 
fore depended on single families and individual person^ 
whether the knowledge of God should be kept alive in the 
earth. 

So long as the alterations introduced by the deluge had 
not materially affected the human constitution sons to shor^ 
4en the duration of life, there was less occasion for that, 
public institution which we call the church of God. ft 
was necessary to ccmnect together the lives of but a veiy 
few persons, in order to make them reach down through a 
great many ages, and thus in a measure secure the purity 
of traditionary information. Thus, for example, Noah was 
born but 126 years after the death of Adam, and he lived 
aso years after the flood, till within two years of the birtti 



.of Abraham, Thus, with the intervention of two fimall 
chasms, amounting together to only 128 years, the whole 
duration from the creation till the death of Abraham was 
.filled up by three lives. This was a period of 21 82 years i 
for Abraham did not die till 14 years subsequent to the 
birth of Jacob and Esau. 

In fact we can find you three lives that will cover al* 
\ most all this space without any chasm at all. Methuselah 
was born 293 years before the death of Adam; and he 
- lived till within a few months of the deluge; at which 
I time Shem the son of Noah was about 100 years old. Shem 
lived after the flood above 500 years, and died in the year 
of the world 2158, fourteen years after the death of Sarah 
the wife of Abraham, and only 24 years before the death of 
Abraham himself. Thus the single life of Methuselah, 
who was a long time the cotemporary both of Adam and 
Shem, presents us with tin unbroken series of three lives 
.reaching till within 1846 years of the christian aera. Ev- 
ery one must see that it was next to impossible for tradi^ 
: tion to become very corrupt during this long period, uik- 
less through a degree of negligence as well as impiety a- 
. mong men greater than we can well imagine. But alrea- 
 dy the deluge had begun to make havoc of the life of man* 
; The stamina of life become perceptibly weaker in each 
iuccessive generation ; and long before Shem the son of No^ 
ah fell under the burden of his years, so robust was a con- 
stitution formed before the flood, many of his descendants 
of the 5th and Gth and 7th generations had died in weak 
old age. Even Sarah the wife of Abraham, and a descend- 
ant of his own in the'9th generation, died before Shem in 
m good old age. 

It was the^ high time to make other provision for the 

Bb 
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interests of truth and of Messiah's kingdom, than that 
which had answered in more auspicious times. Already 
the knowledge of truth was beginning to fade from the 
minds of men, as its power had long before faded from 
their consciences. The rapid succession of nine genera- 
tions suthcientl)' indicates what must soon have been the 
condition of the world if a merciful Providence had 
not in good time interposed with a new order of things 
suited to the novel circumstances of the world. In the call 
of Abraham then, and in the organization of the church ai 
a visibly distinct and well-defined society, we recognize the 
germ of one of those stupendous plans which shed such 
lustre on the ways of Providence, 

This patriarch, destined as he was to become the head of 
a mighty nation, and still more honoured as the head of 
that great social institution, distinguished of old and con- 
secrated to heaven by the sign of circumcision, and now ia 
latter times by the seal of baptism — this father of the faith- 
ful, whose children are to be sought among the Jews and 
Gentiles, whose children are all who profess their faith iu 
God our common Saviour — this truly dignified personage 
was not distinguished in his earlier life by any wisdom or 
goodness that may seem to have entitled him to such a 
high distinction. At that time, and even for several gen, 
erations afterwards, God had his worshippers in various 
parts of the East who were not at all connected with this 
great association, but whose knowledge and piety stand 
confest. Such was Melchizedec king of Salem, and oth- 
ers with whom, as we shall see, Abraham maintained in- 
tercourse: such too were the famous Job, and many of his 
friends: such was the fatherinlaw of Moses, the priest of 
Midian: and such were many others. All these however 
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were mere isolated examples^ They formed nothing like 
acharch; their piety alone distinguished them as Individ" 
uals from the world at large* 

But when God would lay the foundation of that great 
association, whose laws and, institutions should place it un- 
der the bonds of a visible consecration to himself and sep- 
aration from the world, he chose for the germ of this grand 
association a person not distinguished either for piety or 
knowledge* And thus he shewed to all the nations at the 
very outset, the truth of a principle which you are hearing 

• 

day by day: — ^^It is not our goodness but our misery that 
commends us to the mercy of him in whom we trust. And 
Whatever may have been our characters, whatever our de- 
merits, if he pardon us at all he will fully pardon, and then 
bis bounty and tenderness will know no bounds. 

The early character and pretensions of our patriarch 
may be summed up in a single sentence. In after times 
when Israel alone retained the knowledge of God and all 
other nations were sunk in pagan wickedness as well as ig- 
norance; while the irradiations of hope beamed forth with^ 
the lights that flamed upon God's altar, and the beauty of 
holiness was seen by none except those who saw the tem- 
ple of the Lord of Hosts: — even then Israel was directed 
to be humble as well as thankful for her singular privile- 
ges; and to cultivate humility by a constant recurrence to 
the once hopeless condition of that venerated patriarch 
from whom she derived her all. "A Syrian ready to per- 
ish was my father,'^ said the Israelite as he bowed before 
the altar. of the Lord of Hosts and remembered who it was 
that had made him to differ from the degraded idolators 
4bat filled every other land. 

The first annunciation of the honours designed for A^ 
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bAuD, vai attend Id teim particiiUrly imposing^; Si^ 
ttvaialiobardeoedviUi a reqaititioD of no trilliog mag^' 
nitnde. - Abraham waa "^ Sytnn readj to preuch/' hW 
haA baen reared and probably born in Ur of the Cbol'^ ' 
deeti'fe spot somewbere in the neigbbonrbood of the baol 
of the Euphrates. There were the tooibs of hU laihci 
There were flie frienda «f Mi yoath. Tliere were 
tfcenes to which bis attachmeiitsbad grown with his gmw^j 
There he would hare wished te lire. And there be hop(<$ 
to die. Bat God met thii Syrian. He unfolded toliima 
deadnj &r more aobU than ever his ambitioD had ventll^ 
Cd to poDiiray* He naoiedhioiasthefourder of a migb- 
.Ij nation. He told bim he sboold not only be illustriooi 
ia point of digni^, bat that future j^es should love as 
well as RBpect him, bis &me should be crowned withbleir 
«itig«. Even among .nations of whom he was not to be the- 
^her bis name should be illostrioos^ even to them ii' 
diould be a source of blessing; and all ages, all natiotUj 
-should know the wortli of Abraham; bis honours should 
spread wide as the race ofmeo, aad remain uoblighted 
long as time should last. 

Honours like these, unsolicited, unexpected, undeserv- 
ed, were enough to escite the strongest feelings of hiimit 
iation as well as gratitude iu the bosom of this hitherto un- 
disiinguished Mesopotamian. What was be and what wis 
bis father's house, (bat the God of the Universe shoulrf 
thus heap his blessings onhlbil What had beenbia deserts 
that such a fame shobld be allotted him ; a fame so far ei* 
ceeding that of the great men of the tarth — a fame that 
at this day shines well-defined and obtrusive as the sun in 
heaven, while the glimmering memorials of earth's mighty 
thieftains, your Caisars and yourNimrods, arc dim an* 
'Ussjpating like some smaH and fleecy clouds 
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But Abraham was not to inherit this distinction without 
*first making sacrifices of no little difficulty. The tombs of 
his fathers, the associates of his youth, he must consent to 
«ee no more* Mesopotamia and all the adjacent countries 
were fast receding from the light of life. Abram and his 
family had also been receding; a perishing Syrian was he** 
He must leave these lands devoted to idolatry, over which 
the demons of darkness were already beginning to spread 
Iheir black and ample wings. He must remove to those 
^ots thereafter designed to be marked as the last refuge 
of the truth; he must pitch beside those mountains designed 
to echo praises to the name of Israel's God. This was the 
first trial of our patriarch's faith and patience. To us who- 
can look through six and thirty hundred years, and note 
fte still unfolding plan of Providence, who can mark the 
generations rising up in succession from the parent stock, 
imd recognize at this moment almost all nations, accord- 
ing to the prophecy, blessing him and blessed. To us who 
see so clearly the plan of Providence, and know the ven- 
eration which his name inspires — to us it may seem a ve- 
ry light thing that Abram should depart at once for that 
land in which the destinies of Israel were in due time to be 
unfolded, and leave his natal Mesopotamia without a sin- 
gle sigh. But it is one thing to acquiesce in the plans of 
Providence when fully developed before us; and another 
thing to wait in patience the progress of their slow devel- 
opment, and to trust the word of God^ and to confide in his 
'good guidance when we have nothing else to look to. Yet 
such, it is well known, is the general plan of Providence* 
His greatest blessings do not fall most suddenly ; the baya 
that deck the foreheads of his most honoured servants 
"^spring not np like (he goard of Jonah, in a night* B»$ 
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. g^iienllj 4«e ua llelsTi, dtuppolntaunti, tribokftolw^ 
all ffaat'eita exercise the patience of God'a people, and ba< 
bitiike dten in^Udtl; tupbrnit tbeir wafs to him. Thii 
' AbnU VM taught ip maoybitter IcMotu; this Israel experi- 
«aceAthr(Mighnicce«ivecetitarie*lrefbre« footing waEgi\en 
ftem in the promiied land. It it, mj dear friends, the badge 
Af cbriitiatilty; from the da;) of Abram down it has been 
.Ae coouDoiilot; yoamoityoanelvet expect it. This little 
(^areb, wlioM prosperi^ we fcoo.w to be dear to the hearts 
ofmuiy (^joa, nay be tried with it — let ail people cal- 
culate Dpon it, wberewever tbe biewing from on high it 
bbped." And wiio will quarrel with thii wise arrange- 
menA. The [dam of Providence, we have lold you, are ex* 
fitnive and eternal ^ai)i The feandations of his build- 
up wfaote tope aapire to heaven, an firgt laid deep and 
wiAVSfy in earth. And though it be a truth that on the dajr 
oTtfieir' fcnodatioq the noming maf be darkened with 
heavy floating mists, and the winds of heaven maj vi^' 
his workmen roughly, jet that brightest sun of heaven ia 
due time dissipates the cloads, and pours upon his labour- 
ers and on tbeirfavored work tbe warmth and efiulgeace- 
of elehial day. 

We consent then that our patriarch should take a paia> 
fal leave of all places and people endeared to bim on 
earth, and should enter on the first stages of his long and 
bright career with feelings and prospects that no livinf 
man would envy. Be it only that he went. Went fortfc' 
relying on tbe Divine protection, although he knew not 
thfe country or people where Providence would cast fail 
lot. We consent that in going he should drop "some nat- 
ural t«)u%," and feel as we would— feel like a baoitbei 
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Abram however did not depart alone. He was alreadj 
united to an amiable woman. A nephew of his own too, 
a man of many virtues, chose to accompany him and share 
his uncertain lot ; and an aged father who possibly had now 
no other comforter, or who might have been solicitous to 
lay his bones in the land which was to become the seat of 
Abram's future greatness — the aged Terah would not be 
left behind. This circumstance is noted, but not with 
great distinctness in the history before us. The death of 
Terah is recorded in the latter part of the preceding chap- 
ter. He died in. Charan in Mesopotamia. He never 
reached the land of Canaan. It is in a measure to account 
for the circumstance of their being found at Charan, that 
our historian introduces so abruptly this account of the 
call of Abraham. For by comparing this account with 
the comment of Stephen, in the 7th chapter of Acts, you 
will perceive that it was while Abraham resided in Ur of 
the Chaldees, that the call was given ; there it was that 
bis journey was commenced; and Terah died at Charan 
while they were yet upon the road. 

We cannot leave so venerable a man, the parent of A- 
braham the chief of patriarchs, without soliciting your at- 
tion to this affecting circumstance. To see aged per- 
sons change their residence at the extremest verge of life, 
and thus break in on all those strong associations which had 
furnished the last earthly solace to the heart — to see them 
do it at an age when no new attachments can possibly 
be formed, and no new employments fill up the painful 
hours once devoted to recollections so natural and soothing; 
to witness this is at all times an affecting occupation* But 
in the case of Terah we see such a change attemptg^ un- 
der circumstances that blend admiration with our ignnpa* 



:liy. The command which compelled the removal of A% 
hraham could uot be unknown to him; and that he should 
have thus cast in his lot with the wanderer, departing hint^ 
self could not tell whither, bespeaks not only a strong af 
fection for his son; it indicates that like Abram he too had 
faith in God, and was so disposed to confide in his wisdom 
and goodness as to share the lot which had been appointed 
for his son» 

At all events we contemplate a sight among the most 
pleasing that this earth is ever permitted to behold-— We 
contemplate a parent now in second childhood, fondly and 
confidently reclining on a son for that protection and 8up» 
port which had been so fondly given when that son was in 
his childhood. Nor rests there under heaven feelings 
more pure from every mortal taint than those which are 
reciprocated between virtuous manhood and declining a]ge, 
when now the children are the solace of the parent, 09 
the parent was once the solace of the child. Nor see w$ 
under heaven a sight so truly grateful as when children, 
the pride as well as hope of virtuous parents, repay them 
with a solicitude tender and overflowing as their infancy 
had experienced, and mingling their tenderness with th^ 
homage due to age* Nor scan we under heaven a 
nobler benefit flowing from piety pure and undefiled, than 
the truth and tenderness which it imparts to all the finec 
feelings of the heart, thus strengthening all the bonds and 
multiplying the enjoyments, and smoothing the many illfr 
of social life. — Yes; all that is most tender in human feel- 
ing, and all that is most elevated in human sentiment, and 
^11 that is most firm in human resolution, will spread their 
roots within a christian soil: and far as heaven from earth 
is the spirit of the gospel fro^i tjl^e selfish and politic and 



^^d-blooded being, profess it as he may, who, liviag mainly 
£>r himself, feels not the thrilling impulse of the charities 
pflife. 

Far other was the spirit of the patriarch Abraham. 
That aged parent wished not to be separated from his son.. 
And unsuited as was the journey to the decrepitude of age, 
forbidding as was the circumstance that he himself knew 
Jiot the place of distination — Yet far be it from him to cross 
the anxious wishes of the parent who had loved him: far 
be it from him to shun any pains or dangers to which this 
bxirden might expose him on a route unknown ; if the re«. 
lief was to be purchased at the pitiable alternative 9f leav^ 
ing such a parent unprotected in his age, a melancholy 
prey to regrets and anxieties such as old men feel wheu 
their last prop has been withdrawn, the only remaining 
object of affection failed them ; then perish' forever the 
earthly hopes of Abram, before he would leave a parent 
to regrets so unavailing. Yes, my father, our lot shall 
be the same; one shall be our travel, and our habitation 
one. And when old age lingers from the fatigues of that 
long journey, the arm of Abraham shall support the feeble 
itep; and should rudeness assault th^e in that land of 
atrangers, the eye of Abraham shall dart a withering 
glance; and should sickness smite thee, as at length it must^ 
the care of Abraham shall smooth the dying bed, the ear 
of Abraham shall catch the dying sigh, the hand of 'Abra- 
ham shall wipe the dewy forehead, and close at length die 
syes when set in death. 

Thus they moved together to the land of promise. But 
Terah never reached it. When they had reached the 
place called Charran, in the west of Mesopotamia, and a^ 

iKmt 1^0 myea to the ei^st of modera Autiogl^y tbedays o( 



 

the aged traveller were numbered. Hi» ashes Te%t in Ghai^ 
ran. There our patriarch was delayed for a considerable 
time ; we know not how long, bat it would seem to have 
been for years. At length however he proceeded, Smt ai 
yet he knew not the place of destination. He proceeded 
when warned by a second intimation, and came to the 
land where should dwell a mighty nation, whose progenia 
tor was he alone. His arrival in Canaan forms no mean 
epoch in the history of the worlds To Abraham it was a 
Ooment of uncommon interest. But we may not attend 
him now« On next Lord's day we will accompany tbat 
cavalcade as they first set their feet on the land of their id- 
hcritance. To-day we intended no more than to Intro* 
duce you to our patriarch, to mark his beginnings and fo 
trace his dispositions. He is the tittle germ of a stupesr 
dous system; it was leisurely unfolded, and we mean to 
view it leisurely* To-day we only invite you to BoteJi 
general law. Abraham, designated to such distinguished 
honours, the father of all the faithful, and the friend of 
God, a man of resplendent and eternal fame— H'e began 
his course in circumstances dark and difficult; and, as yott 
will ere long see, in circumstances dark and difficult that 
course was long continued. Fit emblem was he of that 
greater One than Abraham — that second Man for heaven. 
The beginning of his coursCfi though now all the nations 
bless him, though all the angels worship him — the begin- 
ning of his course was in self-denial and in pain. Though 
in the form of God, he stooped to take upon him "the form 
of a servant;" though heir of all things, he had not where 
to lay his head; though destined to a glory co-extensivc 
with the universe, boundless as eternity, he bowed his head 
to indignity and scorn»~But now Abraham is exalted; 
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high among the. powers and principalities of hrearen the 
patriarch takes bis seat, and all the nations bless him:*— 
Kow the Saviour is exalted; high above all principalities 
and powers and might and dominion and every name that 
is named, the Savioar tates his seat ; and ^^at the name oC 
Jesus every knew must bow.^' Who then will be dissatis j 
fied with the christian discipline because its first beginnings 
are in gloom and pain? or who will aspire to the triumph 
of the cros^, but hoping to escape its pain*^ We point you 
to the pkth in which Almighty Providence has hitherto let 
4be fathers* You see its character and you see its end« 
We point you to the warning of the Saviour hittself; he 
needs no arts to conceal the hardships of his service; he 
tiianrfests them all; but he displays its triuiApha too* 
Thus then has he written it to all who would be with him 
that they may behbld his ^ory: "If any man Will comfe 
{^er me let hiiik take up his cross and follow ifie/' And ff 
^any man have ekrs let h\tn hear what is thus dif6d:e6!i, 
ttot only to the churchesi but to all this World» 
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BIOGRAPHY OF ABRAHAM.--<coNrMmM)^ 

'^And Ahram passed through the land unto the place of &^ 
diem^ unto the plain of Ahreh, And the Cbnaanttewdr 
then in the lund.^^ Gen. xii. €• 

"Ye know the lieart of a stranger-, for ye yourselvos 
.*were strangers in the land of Egypt." — Such was the ap* 
peal which the God of Israel made to an uncultivated pecK 
pie, in a barbarous age, when he Would enlist their beaf 
feelings in behalf of the stranger, unknown and unfriend** 
ed, in a stranger-land. It was not in behalf of any wor* 
shipper of his, that the God of their fathers thus addressed 
the Israelites; it was in behalf of the wanderer from the 
pagan nations around, who might at any time seek the 
shelter of their more happy homes. We know of no case 
in which a sense of duty will be more powerfully seconded 
by those lively feelings to which experience alone gives 
being, than that on which this appeal is grounded. Tbey 
who had been strangers in the land of Egypt had known 
the anguish of indignity and oppressioL— they had felt 
what it is to be without a country, without resources, and 
without a friend — they could not but remember how bit- 
ter, fer above the bitterness of death, to sink not only be« 
n^Qith thti respcot, but below the pity of their fellow men; 
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^ 1>ecotne an outcast whose tears no man regarded. And 
xould they now, when settled at last in a country and a 
■home that they might call their own, when abundance 
crowned them, when friendships blessed them, when their 
importance was conceded by society around — could they 
€o far forget the feelings of their bondage, as to embitter 
by neglect the already lacerated feelings of the strangef 
iivho^ would have enough to remind him, withojit their cold 
repulses, that Palestine was not his country, aikd that bis 
friends were far away. 

We might hold up to you this appeal, as no faint illusi^ 
^tration of the strong and tender sympathies of that Fatner 
of mercies whom it is above all things our wish that yoti 
should know. But we bend it this morning to a fiir hum« 
i>ler purpose; we use it to shed light on the emotions'" of 
our patriarch, when, passing with his family the limits of 
'Palestine, he first pitched his tents within the land of prom- 
ise. Abram, indeed, was not that servant, cheerless and 
^oppressed, such as his descendants were seen in after times, 
swhen driven and trampled by the Egyptian king. His 
' family were with him, he was master of his own time, and 
• Providence had endowed him with ample wealth. But 

still he was a wanderer, far from his native home: his was 
^ A single family in a land of strangers: no man knew him^ 
. no man cared for his peace.— Your modern traveller who 
. visits foreign countries in all the security and pomp of 

travelled wealth; whose letters introductory usher him at 
'^ once into ,those high circles where courtesy and vanity ^ 
' qually secure him a cheerful welcome and princely enterr 

tainment — such a traveller knows nothing about the €tran« 
> ger^s heart: he sees every thing around him through a dec 

c^itfu] medium, in its g9.j.est livery. But if there are any- 



'Uiong yoQ y^hb were ever far from home, a»rt^« pe^^pto 
where no one took an interest in your welfare; where Ae 
eye that beamed in kindness on many a passing object, glai^ 
ced carelessly at yon ; if in difficulties and dangers, ^no oimi 
said God save yoo;^' or if you have wandered aanong a peo* 
pie lawless and uncultivated, where your very possessiooi 
were the source of greatest danger:««4ben jfou can ente^ 
into the feelings of our patriarch when he pitched at fint 
aBODg the hordes of Palestine: you will know what it b 
to feel lonely and disconsolatCi while the glance ef th^ 
4itranger falls carelessly upon you, yet beems to strike home 
as if darted by a baselisk: you well know how the heait| 
tremblingly alive to every little circumstance, etartiei aal 
then sickens at each unasnal sound; then musters all ill 
energies to dwell widi tenfold force on the lemote Isfc* 
quaintance and forsaken home.— We would hum gm to 
paint the feelings of this little cavalcade when entering the 
borders of their adopted country they first mingled with 
the men of that uncultivated age, whose naaties and chari 
acters were equally unknown* 

They passed on, we are told, among the descendants of 
Canaan, the youngest son of Ham, by whose name the 
country is to this day often called ; nor did they bait tiD 
they had traversed almost the half of it, when they fixed 
their abode in the plain of Moreh. It is a spot since ret- 
dered famous in evangelic story. It was thence that Js.* 
cob afterwards fled the men of Shechem; and it was there, 
by a well which Jacob himself had digged, that the Saviour 
maintained that long and interesting conversation with 
the woman of Samaria recorded in the fourth chapter cf 
John, and first opened up to those erratic Gentiles the gat 
pel of salvation. 



ThttMv wieare told, Ciod again appeared to him, and an* 
ttranced that thia was the land promised as his heritage 
#hile yet he was ia Chaldea* h is useless to inquire in 
what manner tbi» manifestation of the Deity took place. 
We who know so Kttle of ourselv^, who can form no clear 
conception of any substance corporeal or spiritual, and are 
equally lost in attempting to trace out the operations of 
anatter and of mind, v>e cannot be expected to form concep- 
tiont of the manner in which the Eternal Spirit unfolds 
Bimself to men. We cannot even mount to any concept 
tion of the manner in which that awful presence is render- 
ed perceptible to the spirits of heaven; much less can we 
say how €rod will stand revealed to the hosts of his. re* 
deemed after the general resurrection, when in body as 
well as spirit they shall dtand before his throne and see 
bim face to fece. But one thing is most clear. To the 
Infinite One there h neither place nor boundaries. God 
lives in all things, and all thin^ live and move in God# 
Earth and heaven are equally before him; and he is equal* 
Ty present in both. H* any where, then, he can stand un« 
veiled to men, if he have access at all to the senses of his 
creatureS) no difficulty can arise from the mode of their 
existence or from the place of their abode. Our difficul- 
tf arises from ttie withdrawal of his presence, which takes 
phce in the punishment of a sinful world. And because we 
are alone in this great universe of life, because we are 
Strangers to that free and fixed communion which holi-* 
ness may not maintain with the rebellious and impure, wc 
are apt to call in question the reality of appearances which 
we have never witnessed; and marshal such objections as, 
if they proved any thing at all, would prove the inqiosBi- 
bility of any manifestation of the Deity at any time or 
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place, and would cut off all creation fromcommunron \^Hb^' 
its God. — We know not how God appeared to Abrani — ^but 
we know that he is every where; and we doubt not bis^ 
power to lift our perceptions to the apprehension of hiin-^' 
self, as we know that he has fitted them to apprehend 
things around us. 

It is of more consequence to notice the tcnnpers with 
which our patriarch received these communications. The 
first annunciation of Abram^s future lot had been made in 
very indefinite, though in highly magnificent terms. Oa 
this occasion we discover something a little more definite, 
and as we proceed you will perceive that every new com- 
munication serves to define more and more clearly the 
great events at first so indistinctly named. Indeed this is 
one of the uniform laws of prophecy, and it maintains a 
strong analogy with the general laws of Providence. The 
egg about to be quickened into life by the vital warmth oC 
the incumbent fowl, presents at first a few faint and bloody 
streaks, furnishing a kind of outline for the more import- 
ant parts, but still nothing that can indicate the future 
perfect form. In process of time we trace an eye and ao 
heart; then all the parts unfold in due proportion, and the 
little creature pierces at length its shell, and looks abroad 
upon the wondrous world around. Thus God has fash- 
ioned his scriptural scheme of prophecy. A first indefin^ 
ite and shawdowy intimation, is fashioned and filled up by 
successive revelations, till we trace distinctly every por- 
tion of his stupendous plans, and can speak with preci- 
sion of the times and the manner in which the future shall 
be evolved. 

But to Abram there was nothing very encouraging in 
tliis increase of light, jf^otbing was said t9 him^ while in 







lea, about the time. But that very silence aflfordei 
ffo<nn to hope that his own eyes should see the budding hont> 
ours of his race ; that his own band should grasp the \\.\ 
cjources of Palestine, and convey them down in succession 
to the men of future times* But now he is taught to ex- 
pect no such great things for himself. He is told that God 
would at a future day bestow that land upon bis descend^ 
ants. But Abram is now an old man, and he has no child^ 
.Remote indeed is the prospect of this inheritance which 
he had come so far to gather. God is faithful, and he 
must expect that his posterity would one day master itj* 
but what remains to him, an old and banished man, but the 
prospect of spending the residue of his years without a 
country, and of leaving to his descendants to acquire for 
themselves a land which he had fondly hoped himself to 
bestow upon them. 

It was but natural that such a discovery should chill tha 
warm feelings of our aged patriarch. But still it did not 
shake his piety ; it did not undermine his faith. To whom 
could he go, under these discouraging circumstances, sx> 
properly as to the Being who had brought him hitherl 
From whom should he seek the consolations of friendship, 
when doomed to spend the residue of his years in a landL 
where he had no place that he might call his home, if not 
|rom the converse of God Omnipresent, who shelters un* 
4er his wings all them that trust in him? If he might not 
-provide an hearth, he could at least prepare an altar. And 
it was proper that "the stranger" should not forget "the 
fltranger^s shield.^' Far different in this case was the course 
of Abram from that pursued by most of those who are 
-burdened with the perplexities of an unsettled life* Yet 

j)8I^ ^lUK \f> m^9 thip multipligity oi our ^xeA a plea 
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fi»r ne|kctfflf llie Gpd cf Providence who w^faM jM|i| 
eHl Bdik^ ttfUiifietiiuktb to overlook fte-Wwt i il^iii itfaitiittj ^ 
*«' |k>lretfcl fiten4 wlien cant mong stnuig^rBi whdre Ive :^ 

apt to fcel ttbit fltoribly ear hmMineto lifeid tel ^lB ipiitt 
H(W Mcfced to WBito ftt li ibtance firoa the 

^ Ae hioatebte beet taleiilfttedl totaH foitktbe •CiMeeit^eMl 

ifaademU aMiiq;8 ^ tte iteart!! O, let the tmrelkfe «|il 
Itfi^ fttnmi^ feodlect Imw tooD tlMjeoay M ^hih^ij#iMl» 
dlfttBMtamtB of titter fadpIeMMSBi where 
to iM UMm^s&do^ewmtMe loir them b«t €Myiiil 
tteb let them sajr #hbtiier it to iriae to feifeit b h ft rti' 
ttoii by MglediDg totcHfeit it; or wfaetfler It to «*Jieill 
'^ to jprepfeure, like Abrkto, IheiTiritar, ffaoogh AejfiffleklMir 

toot bvt far cm night toUlUAik The ^w wl ^jNg wh i iiAf 

; ^ brakght to do faomkge.toli^blictovM in ebMMkiuff^ 

ieisare, or on deys of etote ; bet it is the piMlbitt^ittMfl'' 
eQr Which fitorthctlraiMh MM to maiirtalii voriMfffB^^ 

jt ftllowkhlj^ ih the Irorld of ^pinto-^t ia tiie i^railteifc eC4lpt 

piety to 'dccotiht as chief on earth, the employments Wi 
interests which shall undoubtedly be chief' ^hen ^arth-ii 
duTs no more* 

CiVcum^thnces of which no account is left mt, tendeiifii 
the piaih of Moreh an undesirable abode; and in a rii^ 
time we &id our patriarch removing dbout twenty mHei 
further southward, and pitching his tent at the 'foot -of % 
mountain between Bethel and Hai, not more thmi twel«i^ 
imifes to the northreast of the site of the afterwanb ^ 
mous Jerusaiem. it was a portion of that rocky jUtk 
where the wandering Jacob dept when flying frote the fr 
ry x>f his brother ; apd was by no means adapted to the nu* 
inerous flocks and herds of Abmm and Lot» He Wa8|»fob> 
ably compelled to takb up bis abode o«<eo impropitiotM 4 
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spot, by the numerous Canaanites who claimed the coun- 
try, and would be naturally unwilling that the flocks of 9 
Stranger should consume the pasturage which they need- 
ed for their own. 

His abode in that spot was consequently short* Again, 
we are told, ^^he journeyed, going on still toward the 
south."*— But short as was his stay by the mountain of 
Lu2, it was of sufficient duration to demand the erection 
•f another altar» The ceremonials which typified the at- 
lonement of Messiah, were both laborious and expensive* 
Independently of that more direct and less formal inter- 
course with heaven, which is common to the patriarchal, 
the mosaic, and the christian church, when the worship- 
pers of the Most High raise the voice of thanksgiving or 
prostrate themselves in humble supplication, the New Tes- 
tament has her supper to shew forth Messiah's death ; it is 
vimply bread and wine; while under the old economy 
^ere was the altar and the knife by which many a costly 
tMurrifice was immolated and consumed. But the shortness 
#f his stay, the labour or the expense, did not influence 
our patriarch to dispense with the accustomed altar* He 
^\t and he acted as short-lived mortals should do, whose 
feigb privilege it is to maintain intercourse with heaven; 
and who know that the time must speedily arrive, when 
4>f all their occupations and of all their acquisitions there 
will remain to them nothing that can console or bless, ex- 
cept what they may have treasured up for the world to 
come. And who will not prefer— infinitely prefer the 
spirit of our patriarch, erecting an altar wherever he pitch- 
ed his tent, and assembling all his family to bow around it 
as it biased : who will not prefer the condition of a man 
who, though a wandereri itiU derived consolation from hiB 
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f^llowf|hi|( 4Df God^-^ the epnditioa of tiiat niuvW^ 

yretettfions wniUthey fnaj^wboiB wittcMtoiic reaiJri#iii|J^ 

in beay^ or upoii earth ; wd who, compiled ta ndl^ :«0lii|( 

)j onl^is own reaoarees, feels bia tpiriu 8ii>|t and .fait j^aji 

wither jort id pro^rtion^iis those resources fiiill PmjmP 

at all timesi bat doubly precious hi the day oCoor^itmt 

•Ity is the assured kindoess of our A|ipiKbty Bfaker* .. 301^ 

^er «(s we pa^ut to fiurselvet sotooe pij^fd^ an get, fsi,a'liMF 

tender is that Godi of all the angeb who guve th^ wlnl 

ibey hskve of sympathy and goodoest} and h^ppy^aie.lfesjf 

4Nrho cultivate, likc» Abcam,^ the regards of ^uchssi AmmvII^ 

^^e wiQ nerer be the. first to break off asetdedffllei*^^ 

•y in the day of our prospprity: he bes O^r bestjiftpljfep'iitf^ 

^^dpr be. it from hijin to desertiifiiend who iQved bi|P|Ml»#l|fr 

^xj of our calainity he will proye a tower iof^tnNSCHNi^^ 

But we pimy you mark the emph^ia w^tb iisibidt^JNK^ 

ciroumstance is noted: *^he builded an altar unto the 

Lord," and did not then devolve it upon others to won' 

ehip him whose altar was prepared; he himself bent low* 

before that altar, ^^and called upon the name of the Lord«^^ 

Oh, would to God it might never be recorded that men act 

far less rationally in many a christian land* Would to God 

it never could be said that many a temple rises fair toward 

the heavens, and others draw nigh to offer their homage ta 

the Lord of Hosts, while they by whose enterprize thaf 

temple was founded, by whose liberality it was completed 

and adorned, forget that it is provided to build men up for 

salvation ; and disdaining to reap advantage from their owtf 

tminific^nce, and forgetful that the Saviour is God's great^' 

^st gift to man, help others to a salvation which they themr> 

«elveft neglect- Let no manimagin^ that bis altaic will ei^ 



.4Mr pirofit him if he neglect commanioti ^i(h the God of 
iHosts. That fountain of liberality will indeed reward the 
minutest service which his people render him. The S» 
riour himself has said it, that when he shall judge the 
world he will not overlook even a cup of water given to a 
disciple for his Master's sake. But where will be the room 
to heap recompense on them who by neglecting the Sa»' 
viour fall short of his salvation* To our pardon or justi&^ 
cation no work of ours contributes. The Saviour suffers 
tlL The Saviour obeys for all. And it is only the per* 
sou who bowing before that altar, fit emblem of the sacri*- 
fice of Messiahs cross; it is only the person who devoutly 
trusts to him and follows him and worships him, that caa 
ever be in a condition to receive a recompense. If other' 
reward be given, this life alone^mast witness it. There la' 
but the one name given under heaven among men^ hy 
which they can be saved. 

It was well for our patriarch that he possessed this spirif 
of unfailing piety, for new trials awaited him which more 
than equalled the utmost of his resources. He was not 
long fixed in his new situation, before a mighty famine a^ 
rose in the land. That country which was to sustain the 
descendants of Abram, when numerous as the stars of bea^ 
ven, was found inadequate to provide for the consumptioil 
4>f the comparatively small numbers who at present occu^ 
pied it. And he who had sought it as the home of his old 
4ge, and had locked to see it abundant in those resources 
which should give wealth to his posterity, was obliged, a& 
ter roaming from place to place, to desert it altogether. 

Still moving to the south, they fled for Egypt. And her^T 
A. new series of difficulties awaited him. But they were' 
di$Qi4{ie5 fron) wbicb he did not escape so safely and bon^ 



ourablj as he ttxd donb fronn those which Vftfore had thvM^ 
ed amunJ him. Discouraged, no doubt, by the nuineroui 
disappointments that had already befallen him in a lan( 
In which be hnd anticipated a far ditferent lot, and weS 
aigh overwhelmed by this la^t calamity which augured » 
Illy for his fliture proepecta, he wa^ asiailed on his depaw 
turc with a n«w and strong temptation. He had witnefV 
ed much of the oppreasionH and misrule of power in tttt 
eoontry ofChaldea; he had no doubt found society but 
little better regrilated among the tribes of Palestine; anl 
as Egypt was still more distaut from the original seattsf 
man, it was natural to suppose that there he might eft 
pect to see less of the fear of God, and to be more in dai^ 
ger from the craft or power of men. Sarai, his wife, wai 
Uncommonly beautiful; and ha feared that the Egyptiaei 
would make little scruple about rising upon n stranger. Of 
practising secretly against his life, in order to render her 
their own without dispute. An account of the conduct 
that sprang from these reflections fills up the remainder of 
of the chapter. The history is interesliog, but at th« 
same time so plain as scarcely to require a comment. It 
is sufficient to remark that our now discouraged veteraR 
forgot that God is an all-sufficient helper. In fear of hit 
life, in fear that force or treachery might assail it, while he 
left none behind him to perpetuate \m name, the promise 
of descendants who yet should cover Canaan, the promise 
of that country as a sure and ample heritage, appears net 
to have been regarded as a guarantee of life. In evil hour 
he staggered and ceased to trust in God. And now b« 
Was left to lean on his own resources, we pray you mark 
Uie schemes he adopted and the character fac for the time 
lustaincd. He fell from the independence of high-mind- 
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ed viifae««43e fell froin Ibe Iriihk and ibgenttous courses 
hrbich it ts the privile^ of none but tbt innoceni to tread^ 
Sarai wa6 bis half-^istei^ bs well fi$ bis wift; sbe was tb^ 
^iaughbrr of hb fatlntr^ thotigh of a different mother* T^ 
prevent tiie plot^ of the Egypti^fis against bis life, be x^ 
ik>lTed to conceal fteirinore intimate relationsbtp, and to 
acknowledge her only as bis sister. Tbu« be calculated 
on deceiving the Egyptians by telling half tbe truth. And 
^1 of this scheme he addressed biinself to Sarai, in ti^ 
most moving «tyte« ^e said unto Sarai, his wife,** &c.*— 
^My soul shall live because of thee.'* We will not say 
that there was nothing nK)Ving in this appeal to the gene- 
Tosity of JSarai» But surely it was not flattering to tbe ^ 
fection of bis wife to suppose that such a moving plea wa# 
Accessary^. It was by no means honourable to the feelingff 
mi Abram to suspect tfatit Sarai stood in need of sudi an 
impulse 4:o shield a busband's life.«^But we forget that A- 
iH'am had already ceased to ti'ust tbe kind and faithful pro* 
Section of bis Maker: it was distrust of God that led fam 
to the adoption of ibis crooked policy; and it cannot be 
ibui^Tistng that they who have buried all right feelings to>- 
-ward Grod^and who can themselves tneanly sloop to disin- 
genuous courses^ should be forward to distrust the integrr- 
<4y of others too, 

Sarai, however, if«he felt the wrong, does not appear to 
diavB resented it* She agreed to the arrangement propo- 
sed by Abram; aind under protection of this poor and meaa 
iteceit, which imbecility bad borrowed to supply the place* 
bf confidence in God, down they came together to tbe land 
bf Egypt. There most baf pily tbe state of society provefi 
far better than our ^patriarch had anticipated. In Egyftt 
4ise*law irrafi8tilltsu]pfeine,4<Mriit was-guamateed by aoate 



remaining fear of God. Had Abram discovered this, Ix^t 
.fore he announced his relationship to Sarai, there would 
have been no reason for their supporting the deception. 
But the step appears to have been taken irrecoverably heff 
fore they were aware that it was by no means necessary* 
They could not afterwards recall it without certain and 
indelible disgifttce. 

And now mark the natural consequence of their crock- 
f d course. Abram indeed was safe from fraud and vios 
lence. That he would have been, though he had publicly 
owned his wife. He was even caressed and loaded with 
wealth, on account of his sister Sarai. But what now was 
life to him who loved her tenderly; of what value were 
additional servants and flocks to him who was already lord 
of more than would have rendered a dozen men quit^ 
wealthy. The beautiful Sarai, the wife of his youth, was 
likely to cease from being his forever. The fame of her 
beauty had reached the court of Pharoah. As the sister 
of Abram, any man might address her. And as poligamy 
was even then common in the East, there was no reason why 
the monarch might not add another to his collection of 
beauties. She was taken to his house, and began to sub- 
mit to that preparatory training so indispensable to th^ 
exaltation of an eastern sultana. And now might our pat- 
riarch well rue the day in which he deserted confidence 
in heaven for the shallow and disengenuous devices of his. 
cunning. Had he now put in his claim h^ had no securi- 
ty that it would have been regarded by the monarch: he 
had no security that his Sarai herself might not be seduced 
by the splendor of her destiny to leave him, an old ani 
Ijapless stranger, and cleave to her Egyptian lord. 

jBut that Providejoce wlu.gfe Jb^ h^^djUistiru^ted, dishoi* 



^Qured, deserted, was kind to him at the moment whea 
thus bowed down under sorrow, sin and shame. *^The 
Lord plagued Pharoah and his house with great plagues^ 
because of Sarai, Abram's wife." What was the nature 
of this visitation, we do not pretend to guisss. It is suffi- 
cient that the Egyptians were wise to discern the tokens 
of offended heaven. And strict inquisition being made 
for the cause, it was discovered that Sarai was the wife of 
Abram. Thus our patriarch was delivered from hopeless 
sorrow; but he was at the same time whelmed under well* 

• 

deserved and public shame. God, who had interposed to 
save him from a calamity which must have overthrowa 
forever his towering prospects, would nevertheless not reV 
tnit this penance, doubtless the most painful which an 
elevated and ingenuous mind can feel. « 

We pass over the indignant but appropriate expostu- 
lation of the Egyptian king. It is sufficient to remark 
that it affords undoubted evidence of the safety and hon- 
our that would have awaited Abram had he relied on that 
Providence which compelled his flight to Egypt, and rm 
fused to listen to those fears which prompted a policy so 
disengenuous and dishonorable. And now the truth one© 
discovered in a way which exposed him to the bitterest 
self-reproach, and to the contempt and indignati ;n of the 
irery men who had sheltered him and honoured him; he 
is admitted no more to the presence of him whose confi" 
3ence he had most abused: "Pharoah commanded hi3 
men concerning him, and they sent him away, and hig 
«rife, and all that he had." 

We will not follow our patriarch to-day on his return to 

Palestine. Painful and humilia'iing as it really was to be 

^us roughly and cojatecaptuously disnussed, painful a^s it 

Ee 
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^ tO'V|ta fCtntemplate this blot in oue of the brightest 
^(MHBcterf ttt&t ever adoriicd human nature, we leave bi& 
ytjwqry ty % while to the well-merited shame of disin- 
fW^nnnW *>"d cowardice. It is fit thai you should know , 
btm lijllif te^Iy was, a man of like passions and wcaknesBir 
4i«i4otiben-, it is fit that you should see with what ua- | 
IfMing ^eqdem the scriptures delineate the faults as well 
VnCfDcoci^ of their most favored characters; it is fit 
'ttwt JWittpnld see that Abram, as an oiTcnder, had good 
*n4 liVflVOBt reason to betake him to those Bacritices which 
qriQboItwd the efficacy of Messiah's death; aod it is 61 
4hA yoq upald see that in our weak and wicked world the 
VntRftei;i.f*U far below that region of moral grandeur, in 
]|p^i^/(K^f ^toughtlefiSDcss is apt to die ate that itesn- 
jCereJj pioui must of necessity uoiformly move, or forfeit 
ttl^ CiNiii to the name and hopes of christians. 

Bb^ lot no man pour contempt on the memory of our 
palriareb, because he sometimes fell. At least let none 
-; .4.%ftempt it but Uiose who take up their boiae in the heights 
, ,,s)ite which he generally soared, and successfully bufifet the 
vhirlwinds that sometiiDes brought him down. On next 
l^iord's day we will prove this man a hero, who ORce trem- 
bled and fell before imaginary dangers: we will shew him 
to yon opposing his single might to a host of many kings; 
bis single household to their well-appointed armies: and * 
with unequalled magnimimity and with unrivalled modesty, * 
. conac«ratiD£to friendship and to God a victory that to thii 
liour rantu bim araoDg the first of heroes as well as first of 
men. 
'i Till then we leave our patriarch, after having learned 
firom him thii single lesson; that still the fear of God ift 
ftebegiaping of truie wisdom ; and that be wbo is s« on- 
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reasonable as to distrust his Maker, or so timid and base as 
to violate his laws through any fear of man or hope of ho- 
man favor, can give no security to the church or to the 
world, to friend or stranger, that he will act fairly and 
honourably towards them. What pledge can be afforded 
of that man's honesty or firmness, who acts weakly and 
dishonourably toward the first of beings? And what is the 
guarantee on which any man may lean, who, deserting, 
like AbraRH iUi honest open course under all-protectln|; 
Providence, reposed for safety in the tortuous courses of 
his own devising. Be it ours to remember aitfL to profit 
by the experience of one who tried far other ways and 
found that they were safe: ^'Thou will keep him in per* 
feet peace, whose mind is stayed on thee^ because he trust* 
«h in thee."~4wn% 
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BIOGRAPHY OF ABRAHAM.— (coirrmtED.^ 

^And Abram went vp out of Egypt ^ Ac, and his wife, cmi aO 

thai he had, and Lai with him, into the south,^^ &c. — Geiir 

• • • ^ 

Wb know not how it is that the world has dignified with 
the titles of amiableness and goodness of heart that pitia^ * 
ble weakness that can discern, or at least acknowledget 
Kio blemish in any of our friends. True wisdom dictates 
that the judgment only is valuable that is according to the 
truth; and however praiseworthy it may be to cover the 
failings of our fellows with the mantle of our charity, 
yet there is no goodness in approving what candor must 
condemn, nor is it the office of true friendship to palliate 
the deed which all men discover to be wrong. Were we 
to choose a friend on whose good offices we might rely to 
clear our fame from undeserved reproach, or to attest our 
merits in the audience of a stranger, it sliould be the per- 
son whose penetration «an discern a fault, and whose stub^ 
born candor will compel him to acknowledge it; for such 
a course, while it bespeaks his candor ar.d discernment, 
raises him high above the suspicion of those weak partial- 
ities which preclude our confidence in less judicious 
friends, and will secure undoiibtcd currency to all that he 
may attest for our glory or our good.. 
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K was the pecaliar felicity of many ancient worthies to 
ftave their actions recorded and their characters delinea- 
ted by a hand that challenges a confidence the most im- 
plicit. While the story of their pilgrimage furnishes am- 
ple details for our warning and instruction, incredulity if 
eelf dare not impute weak partiality to the delineations of 
their excellence, nor will the most scrupulous call m ques« 
tion the correctness of their history. The being who has 
famished it stands equally remote from the possibility of 
being himself mistaken, and from the suspicion of being ca- 
pable of deceiving others. His delineations are therefore 
Faluable, for they have truth and nature; and while the 
perusal may amuse us it makes us wiser and better* Tn 
the scriptures we recognize no piety without alloy, no 
iame without a spot We are instructed by the prudence, 
we are charmed with the amiableness, we are animated 
by the triumphs of the indubitably virtuous; but we are 
almost as frequently warned by their falls and cautioned by 
their punishment* 

We left the patriarch Abram, on last Lord^s day, hum^ 
Wed and dishonored by a shameful departure from him 
whom he had formerly honoured with a confidence that 
bad stood the test of many a previous trial. We saw how 
readily repeated disappointments and accumulated sor- 
^ rows may prevail for a moment to divest the noblest minds 
^' both of candor and of courage; and we saw what all who 
try it will sooner or later infallibly discover, that no one 
will fare the better for yielding to the fear of man where 
the fear of God should guide him, or for leaning on the re- 
sources of cunning and contrivance, rather than adopting 
a plain ingenuous course and casting himself implicitly ojd 
tt^ ^lo^ighty for protectionr 
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Bat Abram loses nothing bj this record of his follies* 
We may venerate indeed those imaginary characters which 
biography sometimes draws without one spot or weaknesst 
but we love as well as venerate that exalted goodness which 
we see combined with feelings and failings like our own. 
The elastic spirit of heaven-imparted virtue will not brocA 
the degradation of crawling always on the earth. Thoogk 
it fall from that high element which is its proper sphere, 
it will infalliby rebound and move loftily as ever. ^^Though 
the just man fall seven times a day, the Lord will lift hid 
up.^' This facility is known to Christianity alone. Thi 
creature who hopes salvation without the intervention oft 
Saviour, has nothing to re-animate, nothing to sustain bim, 
whence once he has fallen, guilty and dishonoured. Guilt 
takes away his confidence in God, suspicion and fear alien- 
ate his heart, and virtue failing as affection witiiers^ he «• 
dopts the language of the Fiend In paradise, "furthest froiB 
him is bcst,^' and sinks degraded in selfishness and mat 
ice. But let us only hear that assurance from the scrip' 
tures, ^^if any man sin, there is an advocate with the Fa- 
ther;" let us know how to prepare our altar and our vie* 
tim; let us have sufficient encouragement to act upon the 
principle, "there is forgiveness with thee that thou ma vest 
be feared:" and then, though like Abram we sadly fall in 
Egypt, we will renew our vigour as we move for Pales* 
tine. 

Abram returned to the Father of mercies; the Fathef 
of mercies readily received him: and pitching again bis 
tent in the stony plain of Luz, by the place of the altaur he 
had formerly erected, he re-fits the altar and again pro- 
vides the sacrifice. The very next events connected with 
bis history prove that he had lost nothing of the graqdeaf 
of his sentiments or vigor of his piety. 
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Tbe patriarch was rich before he went down into Egjpt^ 
The partiality of Pharoah had added to his weahh; and 
tie returned to Palestine "very rich in cattle, in silver and 
in gold." His domestics too, it would seera, were well 
nigh as numerous as those which crowded the palaces of 
jBuropean potentates. But the world has long since learn* 
ed that the increase of riches hy no means guarantees aa 
in<;rease of felicity. Lot, the nephew of Abram, had hith- 
erto accompanied him in all his wanderings and shared ia 
411 his dangers. In early life, while yet he lived in Chal* 
dea, he had lost his father Haran. His uncle Abram had 
from that time supplied the place of a parent to him. And 
when the mandate came compelling the departure of our 
patriarch from his country, and announcing the futui^ 
greatness of his posterity in Palestine, Lot chose to acco^^ 
pany him, though no mandate from on high enforced his 
banishment from the land of his nativity, and no promise 
cheered him with the hope of the safety and honors that 
heaven had guaranteed to his venerable relative. You 
will yourselves be the judges how such interchange of 
kindness and fellowship in sufferings must have endeared 
to one another the society of these men. Under ordinary 
circumstances they must have felt a deep interest in spend- 
ing together th^ remainder of lives that had been thus far 
passed in mutual acts of kindness and condolence. Much 
more must it have appeared desirable to cleave together, 
remote as they were from all other friends aiid relative?, 
and surrounded by multitudes from whom every thing was 
to be apprehended, and nothing to be sought. For again 
it is remarked with considerable emphasis, "the Canaanite 
and the Perrizzlte dwelt then in the land. No dangers, no 
difficulties, could separate these affectionate relatives. 
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But that which no adverse circumstance was capable o( 
effecting, was speedily brought about by the excess of 
prosperity. Let it add one to the long list of warnings 
bow readily abundance destroys the finer and keener sensi* 
bilities of the human heart, and renders men less capable 
of appreciating the only solid and permanent felicity that 
the universe ever witnessed, or to eternity will witness, the 
strong and pure emotions of a strong and true attachment* 
It appears as though in this erratic world of ours a sense 
of mutual dependance is the only sufficient bond to bind 
men's hearts together; that in the earlier stages of society 
or among the more dependant classes of the community^ 
the finest samples of social feelings and felicity are to be 
found; and that precisely in proportion as men rise high 
above the fear of want or necessity of exertion, they seek 
in themselves the happiness of their existence, and give 
the better feelings of friendship and of affectionate solicit- 
tude — give all that really constitutes their true felicity, 
like cliatf, to the winds of heaven. 

Excess of prosperity enforced the separation of these 
long tried friends; and just when placed in circumstances 
in which tliey might have lived more happily together,' 
they agreed to part company and spend the remainder of 
tbcir lives with strangers. It was a quarrel among their ser- 
vants that enforced this step, A dispute between their 
herdmen, probal)ly in relation to the use of some well of 
water, an article always of difficult attainment and of more 
than common necessity in Judea, seemed likely to involve 
the masters in the quarrel. Our patriarch, however, 
wouKl submit to any sacrifice rather than cultivate hostili- 
ty toward his kinsman. He himself proposed the separa- 
tion^ and in doing so fu w^^ed .n ii^i^ e^iiniple ojf th?it njag- 
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.::ikaniinlty and dodesty \vbich are among the first distinc- 
tions of a truly elevated and virtuous mind. Abram wa& 
>tiie elder; he had been Lofs' protector; to him very prob^ 
iably Lot had been indebted for no small portion of hi9 
wealth; and it was his unquestionable right to have urged 
in this instance his claim to a prior choice, provided he 
chose' to do so* But he magnanimously gaye up his rights 
to the inferior; he left it to Lot to choose the place of hii 
abode, and contented himself with occupying'what the oth- 
er might refuse. ^^And Abram said unto Lot, let there be no 
strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my 
berdmen and thy herdmen ; for we be brethren, b not the 
whole land before thee? Separate thyself, 1 pray thee, from 
me: if ihou wilt take the left hand, then T will go to the 
right; or \i thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to 
the left."— Gen. xiii. 8, 9. 

To Abram it has happened according to that which is 
written in the scriptures, %e that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted." The moderation and magnanimity of ouP 
patriarch on this occasion have been admired and celebra- 
ted through all ages and nations; and he who tarnished 
^he brightness of his fame in Egypt is unirersally conce- 
ded to have done much more than wipe away that blem^ 
ish when both the right and power unquestionably belong- 
ed to him. Nordid^be derive honour alone from this 
prompt concession to the younger and the weaker. We shall 
speedily see that a mighty and mysterious Providence ren-^ 
dered his humility the diield of future safety; while Lot, 
who had the preference, employed it to his hurt. He 
chose the left hand route and pitched his tents in the de« 
lightful vale of Jordan^ Watered by that river and its 

f^w tributary jstreaiQ^; it stretched above 6fty mUes from 
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iKffth to lootb, nijiiig from ten, to tweoly in its breadth; 
aadtanpreiettt^ubeiiigcAMlFthe most fruitful aodde- 

. SghtM tftilM on ^rtb: "UIdM^ land of Egypt, like the 
garden oT the Lord," nyi oar bMoriaii. But abundance 
bad e^bnated Um fcvored^inhabitafilB : already they bow- 
«d vadsT 8 Jbreign jtAat Fnepekity had long coi-rupted 
tbent: "Uiej were wicktd," Bays ay test, "and Binnera bft- 

' fiire (be Lord exceedingly." Bat Lot — the thoughtles 

■.^ «i)d «d»p|iftL0t looked aiHy at the climate, thought on- 
ly of tbefalrtDr«£«,lDxsriaotand abundant: be chose tht 
pbineF Sodon, tboogfa it waaaland of slaves; he joined 
the Bocial circle! of the men of Sodom, though "Giooeii be- 

' fore the Lord etteedioglj.*' Years rolled on, and you 
flttall nark Ae conieqiienceB of tbis improper — may I not 
wjr of diii vnffine^bd cl^ticet 

'' Meanwhile our patriarch eontiiiucd a while longer i& 
til* lod^' ^Ihin ttf LuXt Re waa now lefl alone among 

< (ba Caaaanitfla, And jret he waa not alone. A present 
Deity had seen bis moderation, and well knew bow to r^ 
compcnse it. The first keen zensationi which he mmt 
naturally have felt at parting with bis nephew were speed" 
ily succeeded by far different emotioDs, when new assai^ 
ances of his future greatness, and of the unfailing— un- 
bounded goodness of Providence were commnnicated to 
him in another revelation. "And the Lord said unto Abram, 
after that Lot was separated from him, lift up now thine 
eyes, and lode from the place where thou art, nortbwardi 
and southward, and eastward, and westward: for all tite 
laud which tbou seest, to thee will I give it, and to tby seed 
for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the 
earth: so that if a man can number tfie dust of the earft, 
then diall thy seed alio be oambered. Ariie,watktbroogb 
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the land, in the length of it, and in the breadth of it: fori 
Will give it unto thee." Gen. xiii. 14 — 17. That man is 
never alone who maintains his fellowship with the Father 
of hia mercies: that man is never in danger, though the 
jCanaanites surround him, who dwells for shelter under the 
thadow of his wings: that man is never wretched to whom 
Providence has guaranteed all that is absolutely needful 
in this world and life everlasting in the world to come. 
Abram remains still in the rugged plain near Bethel: but 

'be has a companion in his loneliness; it is the Father of 
bis mercies* The flocks of Lot are revelling on the lux- 
uriant vale of Jordan, but be exchanges acts of friendship 
with the unprincipled slaves of Sodom. O, many are the 
Sodomites that dwell in many lands, and many are the 
Lots who hold them to their hearts, while estranged from 
the circles that bow around the altar, and far from the 
fellowship of the Lord of Hosts. Wait but a little, a very 
little time, and he now the most humble shall rise up in the 
strength and in the awfulness of virtue, while enervated 
vice shrinks like a coward from the dangers it had invited, 
«id drags along with it its friendships into captivity and 

'fleath. 

' Our patriarch in obedience to the heavenly vision re- 
moved his tents, and wandering again to the southward 
fixed his abode in the plain of Mamre, the centre of the 

^^ontry which afterwards fell to the lot of Judah when Pa- 
lestine was portioned out among the tribes of Israel. There 
lie was not forgetful of Jehovah who had appeared to him, 

' bat again prepares the altar and provides the sacrifice. 
Behold the stedfast nature of real christian piety; see how 
it displays itself, unobtrusive yet imposing — always to be 
ffecognized without keen discrimination, always to be dig* 
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covered without anxious search, because the regulator oT 
the conduct, the business of the life. Abram, we must re» 
peat it, never omitted to provide an altar, because his staj' 
ivas uncertain and his avocations multiplied. At this hour 
he reaps the profit of his unremitted devotion. The dust 
of our patriarch sleeps in the cave of Machpetah: long has 
he rested from his fatiguing journeys: his wealth and his I 
hopes, his sorrows and his joys, all that could interest 
the wanderer^s heart, alt that could plead for his neg- 
lect of God, is as though it had never been. But the ^ 
fruit of his piety remains. The spirit thus moulded and 
purified and elevated by acts of piety and by intercourse 
with heaven, met, when entering on the eternal worldf 
with a friend it had known before; and he who was thu 
honoured by his worshipper on earth, now honours ani 
Vlesses him in heaven. 

But calamity is written at the head of every page of ho* 
man history, and it is vain for any one to hope that tbef 
shall long avoid it. That calm retirement, that soothing 
peace, that remoteness from the turmoils and difficulties of 
life, to which we all look forward as the summit of our 
earthly wishes, no one on earth ever yet attained; orii 
they liave attained it, never long enjoyed. They who arrf 
shielded by a conduct and lot peculiarly happy from per* 
sonal exposure to the common ills of life, will often have 
to experience anxieties and fears when calamity assails 
tliem through the persons of their friends. They cannot 
encircle all in whose happiness they take an interest in the 
peaceful mansion and devout society which witnesses their 
own. And tliey must part with all concern in the welfare 
of others — they must become unworthy of tranquility be- 
fore tlioy can enjoy it — for man may not cease from suflfei^ 
i|^ until he cease to f^l. 
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Abram rested tranquilly in the plains of Mamre: in the 
j^cupations and carel connected with the pastoral life 
and in the devotions of the altar, bis days rolled on quietly 
and tranquilly. But bis tranquility was interrupted by 
most disastrous news. A naan of the plains of Jordan, es« 
caped from a battle, or rather from a rout, brought him in- 
telligence that his nephew was a prisoner in the hands of 
strangers. -We can feel at this day very little interest ia 
the names or proceedure of those bands of ravagers with 
which the newly settled world was disturbed in Abram's 
day, Wjicept as they may be connected with his own e- 
ventfdl story. The circumstances of this case were briet 
ly these: Palestine, like most of the countries of the world, 
was then cut up into innumerable little principalities, 
probably at first dvided and regulated on the patriarchal 
principle. There were no extensive territories, no cunr 
Bingly-woven policies; every little clan had its territory 
and its village, and every village had its king. In the 
Tale of Jordan there were no less than five. These little 
governments had become already corrupted and enfeebled ; 
and we find that fourteen years before this they had bar- 
tered their liberties for peace from the hands of the more 
rugged sons of some more northern spot. Who they 
were we know not, it matters not. Elam was the name 
of the patriarch of Persia, Elam i» still a scriptural name 
of Persia, and we find that the principal of these invaders 
was a king of Elam, probably the chief of some inferior 
branch of that Ihrge family, who may have settled with hit 
clan in the north-east of Syria; for in that direction we 
find the host retiring. Be this as it may, he had fourteen 
years before subjected .the people of Jordan to his sway,, 
^nd th^ir njl^ers stood ^ tributary kings. During tte prer. 
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ceding year they had thrown off the yoke. It waa an ef- 
fort worthy a far better people. But iftey, though claiming, 
and no doubt vaunting independence, had neither the skitt 
nor the courage to maintain it. The king of Elam, with 
three confederates, among whom we recognize the ruler of 
the people on the plains of Babylon, came the ensuing 
year to chastise their temerity, and rolled over the plain 
of Jordan like a torrent. If we are to judge from the ex* 
tent of country over which the invaders exercised author* 
ity, the people of Jordan could have been no match for 
them at best. But of their attempts to meet them veiy 
little is recorded. We know only the event. Their ru* 
lers fled, and perished in their flight; a part of the people 
betook them to the mountains; but the greater portion 
became the prey of their conquerors. They could no loi>- ' 
ger be trusted, they were carried into slavery. Cattle 
mnd all moveables, every thing was taken, and the delight- 
ful plain of Jordan was left a perfect desert. This was 
the news that broke in on Abram^s quiet. Ail were fled 
or killed or taken captive. Lot too was in slavery; his 
family were slaves, and all his large possessions the prey 
of brutal spoilers. 

It fired the spirit of our peaceful patriarch. He did 
not wait to ponder the odds between his slender means 
and that mighty combination. He did not consider the 
distance to which they must already have borne their ac- 
quisitions. He remembered only that Lot was his near 
kinsman, his only kinsman in that land of strangers; he 
remembered all the excellencies of his adopted child; he 
thought of his being a prisoner; and these thoughts deci- 
ded him for an immediate pursuit. 

We said his means were slander. They consisted soJ0 



ijr of his household-servant! and the keepers of his'cattle. 
All men unused to the trade of wan Men who would be 
likely, if they thought at all, to think of the vast disparity 
between their slender and undisciplined ranks, and the 
hosts of so many kings whose trade was war. But they felt 
a reverence for their master's feelings; and reared in his 
family, nursed as his children, they were devoted to his 
will. Behold then our patriarch, that old and peaceful 
man, fer the first time perhaps in his life, exchanging the 
implements of the shepherd for the weapons of the soldier; 
and leading forth his band, armed as he could supply them 
in the hurry of that hour, his little band of three hundred 
and eighteen servants, against the armies of four victori- 
,ous kings. A long way he pursued them. He passed the 
Northern limits of the plain of Sodom, he passed the bor- 
ders of the sea of Genneserat, he passed the tributary 
Atreams of Jordan, he traced that river to its very head, 
and still the victorious armies were before him. In this 
long pursuit he had full leisure to think of all the dangers 
he was encountering for his kinsman; his spirit might well 
have feinted at the unequal conflict. He might have 
ttiought of Sarai left so far behind, and of the perils that 
would await her should he be unsuccessful. But Abram 
once roused had the spirit of a hero. His courage was 
cool, collected and unbending. The noblest feelings had 
dictated this pursuit, conscience approved it, the God of 
battles was full able to give success; and he never would 
give over till no hope remained. One hundred and fifty 
miles he followed them, and overtook them among the 
hills of Lebanon, near the Syrian borders. Secure in 
their numbers and in the distance they had gone, they 
looked for no such greeting. He wisely parted his little 
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companj into three divisions, and then availed him 'of the 
darkness of the night when none could guess the number 
of assailants or distinguish friend from foe. 

We need not dilate on the result of this attack. The* 
terror would be great in proportion to their security, and 
the rout the more dreadful in proportion to their nunt 
bers. It was speedy, it was complete. The conquering 
army fled, they were pursued, they were slain;' nor did 
the slaughter cease till the remnant had been chased full 
fifty miles to the very heart of Syria. 

But again wc must leave our patriarch, now returning 
triumphant from this field of blood. The great deliver 
ance which his courage wrought, the disinterestedness and 
modesty which closed this scene of victory, deserve more 
marked attention than we could possibly allow to them ia 
the conclusion of this exercise. On next Lord's day we 
hope to raise high our psean to the victor. This morning 
we will leave him in his blood-stained robes. 

We will just look one moment at that unhappy Lot. A 
wise Providence read him a lecture on his foolish choice, 
'when he prefered the company of the men of Sodom, be- 
cause their vale was fruitful. Little did it avail the un- 
happy Lot that pastures were abundant and his flocks most 
prosperous, when he saw them driven away to swell the. 
wealth of spoilers, or bleeding beneath the knives of the 
ravenous soldiery. Bitter must have been the feelings of 
the better instructed Lot, when he thought how he had a- 
greed to mingle with the corrupted men of Sodom that he 
might share the advantages of their delightful home, when 
he and they were led captive from that home, doomed to 
eat together the bitter bread of slavery — when he must | 
s^ill share their converse^ share the borrorg of their putt- ! 
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lament, though the prospoct of the advantage which had 
invited this rash league was now snatched from him forev- 
^r. This brief history does not indeed descant on the of- 
fence of Lot; it does not say that his calamity was the puii" 
ishment of his offence. But it glances at the impropriety 
and dangers of that choice, when, after stating that b^ 
made his election of the plain of Jordan, it forthwith states 
80 explicitly the characters of the people. "The men of ^ 

Sodom were sinners before the Lord exceedingly," — andl 

.. JLiot chose to associate with them for the advantage of 
ilieir pastures. He endangered the better sentiments of 
|iis early life, he endangered the morals of his rising fami- 
ly, he threw them into a vortex of unparalleled wickedness, 
not because he hoped to enlighten by his instructions or 

^ to improve by his examples the people of the plain ; bcit 
because they possessed a country watered and fruitful as 
Ihe garden of the Lord. And it was fit that Providence 
should read him sujch a lecture on the just deserts of his 
immoral choice. 

You need not be told that the nephew of our patriarch 
is only one among many who have thrown themselves head«* 
fong into the circles of vice, into vortices of folly, where 
•all was temptation, corruption, pollution, for no better end 
than the more certain and speedy advancement of their 
fortunes* You need not be told that even less than this, 
that the dread of singularity or the love of distinction, 
have bound their thousands to the chariot- wheels of vice, 
mnd borne them far away from the temple and the altar, 
till habits and tastes and feelings have been new moulded; 
4111 the society of Sodom becomes the native element; 
till any thing seems preferable to the fellowship of hea- 
^n, sosajfe^ J90 ^Igvating, so peagefuj ^d so pure. Tim 
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s (he first, but it was not the only lesion the friend of 
Abram received on this important subject. We shall &ad 
him the loser a second time in Sodom, nhen it was a e& 
cond time visited by desolating judgments. May we now 
remember the le^ison it sbould (each us! — '^He that irallt 
eth with wise men shall be wise; but a coiDfimiooof jbok 
shi^l be destroyed." 
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BIOGRAPHY OF ABRAHAM.— (contiotbd,) 

^And the king of Sodom went out to meet him^ {after his Yft 
turn from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings 
that were with him^) at the valley of Shaveh^ which is the 
king^s dale^^^ 8u^ ^ ' Gen. xiy, 1 7-^. 

Were we to name the particular in which more thaix in 
any other the world is apt to rank itself ahove the disciples 
of the Saviour, we should 3ay it is in the native elevation 
of its sentiments and grandeur of its view,. And yet noth- 
ing is more demonstrable than the vast superiority which 
Christianity may boast in the facilities she possesses for 
moulding the feelings and enlarging the conceptions of 
the human race. The objects with which her disciples 
are familiar are of the most stupendous order. The Qod 
of immensity is always in her eye : the regions she explores 
are those of immortality: the destinies she unfolds are lof- 
ty as the heavens, deep as hell, lasting as eternity: the 
principles she inculcates, tlie standard she sets up, are pure 
and perfect as spirits of heaven can know. How comes it 
then to pass that christian views and conceptions can be 
t)therwise than lofty? How can degraded sentiment and 
feeling spring from such alliance. 

There are two principal causes, my brethren, of this un- 
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jaat in^utation. It irfleldom that christiamact acmupGnP 
4>08 part in any of those transactions which excite the deefK 
«8t interest or Ae fondest admiration in the world* **It iV 
from high life high characters are drawn;'' and he whi 
treads the heights of moral grandeur will mbve unrecoif 
nlzed, if not nns^^ unless the splendor of accconqpaoying 
circumstances attract^ the general gaze« We need M 
■ay to you that a thousand things combine to depriie the 
mass of christians of these incidental advantages. As hiUik- 
1>le men they move in bumble circumstances, and tlifiirMr 
Mest deeds are liice the widow's mite« V i 

There is a second reason of peculiar forces The OH' 
lending rigor of eternal righteousness, and of eouiae th» 
•tern integrity of those who shape their condnd by tt# 
nle, will doubly subject them to the operation of thai cafe* 
torn, 'teen'^ evil deeds we grave in brass: their gooA^ifa 
write on water." It is the revenge which ttie iM^^^mnyii 
conscience takes on those whose customary deeds reprove 
«t. And who under heaven may hope the meed of justice 
xrhen borne down by such a rule ! Ours is a world of weak* 
ness and of sin. The noblest spirit, the purest bosom, do not 
always dictate a high and even course: the intellect that 
marches and moves among the stars, with a step as finn^ 
with a port as commanding as archangels know to practice; 
that intellect may have its moments when it cannot rise^ 
but trips and faulters like the veriest childhood. You 
have then but to forget the ten thousand deeds of noble- 
ness; you have but to overlook that amazing march of 
HQind which often strained your utmost faculties to follow 
its ascent when it stretched its broad pinions like an eagle 
toward the sun — you have but to commit this record to the 
waters f and fix all your attention on those unhappy mo^ 



Itmnis which exhibits your hero^sluiced of all his strength, 
shorn of all his beams — which exhibit him deprived of all 
his christian energies; and then measure by this sample 
the operation of his principles on the heart and under- 
Manding* 

We have seen that our patriarch, the father of the faith- 
ful, had his peculiar moments when weak as other men; 
mnd we know how a temper malignant as unjust may 
paint with outline strong and colouring so vivid the mel- 
ancholly story of Abram's cowardice and Abram^s unbe- 
lief, till we forget in the rehearsal of a patriarch^s feelings 
the many noble qualitiea that embalm his memory^ forget 
the lofty daring which precipitated destruction on inva- 
ding armies, and the strong but quiet confidence that gave 
direction to bis destiny and tranquillity to his life. But 
though others may forget them so will not we. We mark 
fcis errors, for we would be cautioned by them; and itt 
the moments of our bitterness for that we too have fallen, 
it is consolatory to reflect that we are not single in abase- 
ment. But we will mark his errors in connexion with his- 
excellencies, that our courage may revive and our ener- 
gies be marshalled when we see that men have mounted 
from the lowest depths, and moved and triumphed as though, 
they had never fallen. Let others if they will record our 
goodness on the water. Let others take note of transient 
imbecility^ we will remember also the years of the right 
hand of the Most High, we will remember then to arise 
like those whom he has aided. 

. We left our patriarch when last we traced his footstepi^p 
returning from the slaughter of the invading armies. The 
slaughter was immense, the triumph complete as it was 
glorious. All the captivea were, freed from the. miseries 
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of their bmjhge; Lot ml*^ ftmilf had tiie doaUi 
iifiictloibf of haUing at once ft delmrer and a friebdiHill 
he, the ditef of these desolating hosts,XKedorladiiferVU| 
of Eiaoii wat numbered among the slain. And horii^ 
the most part terminates the record of those magnMillMl 
efbrts to which flie world b accustomed to adjudge Hi 
aseedof glorjr* Youi^eroei who have triompha^JMail 
the horrors of the battle are generally seen to fit tlii 
finish to their fame ere they have retired ttom th^^MM 
thfeir victories, or changed the garments stifiened^siBd ilMil' 
• v. ed with blood. Bat the heroism of Abram wais ffaMr MM 
f conspicooas of his virtms. His magnanimity is MtSMf' 
«^ ued up in potting all to thk haaard that he iai^tiiwBlil 
velatiTe. No doubt fheie were many in that Aftl» hail 
. who with inferior motive had done bravely aa MmIC K 
is in the mildel' lastre of his modieration aaid mitdiiily Hiil 
we scan his highest praise. -^ ' ^ : 

At the valley of Shaveh, about forty miles from Soden^ 
he was nnet by the kings of Sodom and of Salem. The kinf 
of Sodom was one of thoae brave patriots who in flight had 
found their safety. A slime pit had concealed him lathe 
hour of danger. Abram now returning with his released 
captives might well be hailed with ^adness by a aiaa 
whom he had saved from the mortification of being a king 
Without a people. Such a man however merits nothing of 
our notice. He occupies no space in this inspired record* 
But he was accompanied by another person whose char* 
acter and station equally claim oUr attention. He was 8 
prince in Canaan, and at the same time a priest of the 
Most High God. Actuated at once by the spirit of a pat- 
riot and christian, ive find him first pour forth acknowledg* 
menu to the God of battles who had accomplished thti 



gr^t work, and then heap blessings on the head of Abram, 
whose magnanimity and prowess bad led him to attempt 
it under protection of that I^rovid^nce which tbej both 
^icknowledged. 

Melchizedec furnishes one among the many instances 
which go to prove that iii this bad world of ours piety 
and christian intelligence may be a much more common 
thing than even the most charitable are apt to suppose. 
Who would have expected in this land of Canaanites, 
where the pollutions of Sodom offend the eye continually, 
where the ear is stunned with the blasphemies of Gomorrah, 
who would have expected when reading Abram's story 
ihat any sanctity or any light were to be found in Canaan, 
leiccept that which may be supposed to be cherished in 
the circle that bowed with our patriarch around his many 
altarsv But lo! at once, after Abram had spent so many 
years in Canaan, unconnected it would seem with any wor- 
afaipper of the Most High, lo! at once, when returning from 
iiis victories, the first that hails him is a man of God ; at 
once a prince in Canaan and a priest of the Most High. 
And he does not barely meet him with warm gratulations; 
as the minister of God he invokes blessings on the hero; 
as a prince and patriot he flings wide his stores and brings 
forth refreshment for the band who had behaved themr 
selves so nobly. It is the first and the last that we hear of 
this Melchizedec, except in those allusions to his character 
and stanFding which present him as a type of the Saviour of 
the world, at once the King and great High Priest in Zion. 
The fact that he only gleamed like the sudden flash of 
lightning that shews itself but for a moment and tbea 
leaves the world to darkness, in connection with these al- 

lusi^s of prophets ^xA apostles, hu tbrowQ 9XQwi the 
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chsivtar of AM HelieUtedec a gmndeflf £if3^^Hei«^ 

wl^J> 4t ii girt witirii(jfeE^ pa^lmtet had said that Me^ 
riablhogMba mV^ei^iglijjf_&» order of Melchizedec, and 
tbe qMMlkPuil.seiJIBtbhibliproplKcy to prove to the 
Svm ffaat J«aiU(JKaaar^, was inch a priest. He wat 
i^thoat&tber and. witluiat moiber. For it is manirest, 
myi he, tint our Lord jprang from Jadahi orwhomMosei s 
^•kenofiiingucooc^iiiiiigtheprieBthaod. Frcmthisit j 
Iku been inferred .that Afelcbizedcc wat rcallj a being vith. . 
xmtpareDta^; duitheira«anaifgel,orthe Holy Spint, of 1 
Jeioi Christ hiaiael& We will not detain you with the tb^ I 
T" mat refutatioa of theas nany idle apeculations. It is suffi- i 
.dtnt to say ibfij are all an^EiaUiorized ; and that they art! I 
qnneceasarytotheiaterjuretatioDof tb« apostle's language. 
I^nl myt tiiat Jeaos wai witboat father and without tntv 
tb«r aa MelchiBedec was. And he gives this proof of it; . 
ibr it Ib manifeBt tliat oar Lord aprang from Judah." Non 
Judah bad no title to the prieathood. No man but a Le- 1 
vite could be a priest in Israel. Id fact the line was kept 
ao untnixed that it was in all cages requisite that the ma- 
ther as well as father should be of the tribe of Levi. A 
marriage with the females of another tribe destroyed ii^ 
ever the title to the priesthood. This was the Mosaic oe- 
der. But Melchizedec was not of the tribe oftievi; nei- 
ther his father nor mother were of the bouse Aaron: be 
lived long before their day. Now, said the prophecy, Mes^ 
ah shall be such a priest. Now, says the apostle, Jesua il 
auch a priest. He is of Judah's tribej he inherits bis <^ 
fice neither from father nor mother; as concerning the 
priesthood be is without father and without mother; he 
stands alone like Melchizedec king of Salem; he inberibi 
not bis office from a line of priests ; to a line of prtceta be 
■ever will transmit it. 
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Melchizedec then was a. man, a common nian, but a 
great and good and patriotic man, the first to hail, the de- 
Jiver of his country. 

And now mark how bows the spirit of our exalted pat- 
riarch as he bends to receive the blessing from this priest 
of God. Abram is great, but there is a greater than he; 
to the God of battles he owes his distinguished victorj^, and 
he will not exalt himself against the hand that raised him 
up. Behold the fruits of true magnanimity I behold the- 
course that sound intelligence dictates. That mind is 
weak and little which prosperity so intoxicates that it 
spurns subjection to the Great Supreme: — that spirit is im- 
becile as well as impious that loses sight, amid the splen- 
dor of its own attainments, of tlie intelligence and gran- 
deur that exalt the throne of God. It is a mistaken digni^ 
ty that cannot stoop here where all things owe subjection j 
it is puerile vanity that exalts itself here where all should 
be humility and docility and reverence. Shew me that 
warrior who when he has earned his laurels will bow theitk 
to the dust at the foot of Messiah's cross ; shew tne that inr 
telligence which when it has scanned creation through, 
sees him who sits at the head of this creation, and bends 
with reverence to hear his deep instruction: shew me in 
one word the person who has strength to sustain his weight 
of honours and yet reverence and fear his God, and I will 
shew you then a hero whose worth has manj' witnesses, less 
equivocal and more lasting than ccmpptf^e and coolhesss ia 
the battle's shock. Many are the men who arc coura- 
geous as our patriarch; but few can wear their laurels 
with such a modest mien. The ty thes which Abram gave 
of the spoils he had redeemed it wxis his right to give. The 

custom of those rud^ siges had no respect in war to pri^ 
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TBte pn^erfy. The penoiu afWcQ as property WB? 
fanqnlabed became alike the Hctor'a right. Of couM 
whflSk oar patriarch overcame the spoiler, all the fritita o( 
ttis vieloi^ were h\t own. And ia conformity with a cus- 
tom wlltcb ba^ obtained ftom earlj times, and wa? contin- 
oed dowD to the end of the Old Testament dhpeusation, a 
tenth crf'fiKpropert;r ■> B M'VCDth of the time was devoted 
excluuvelj to retigionii nses, in fonnal acknowledgment 
^utt to G«»d men owed their all. It wag for the moit part 
immaterial to what particnlar tiK this tenth was devoted. 
Sometimes it was empkyed in the service of the altar; 
sometimef the possMeer sold it aitd with the money made 
imrebaae of toeh tblnga in Jenualeib as pleased his t^te 
orftucj'. Hiiiwaaapomf of Inferior consideration. Tbc 
main thing was ttat it aboold' bie withd rawn from common 
oiea en the principle we baire named. According to the 
cnatom of tlie tinea oolr -pat^iajcfa' was now the owner of 
aD thespoil. He therefore madis his acknowledgments in 
the usual way. But it was alt that he would use. When 
the Icing of Sodom hade him take the residue to biniself, 
he magnanimously refused to touch the smallest article.' 
There were three men who had accompanied him, natives' 
of the country; let them, said Abram, take if they will 
their portion. But not a thread, not a shoe-latchet shall 
ever fall to me. No man shall have it in his power to aaf 
I have made Abram rich. It was right in the i«triarch 
Dpt to interfere with that portion of the spoil which castom 
set ^>art as due to God die giver. It was not his to tnergi 
the rights of others, or to make his own disinterestedness a 
rule to shape the course of other men. Justice demand- 
ed that be shoald not tax their magnanimity. But no 
man's iuggestton should rob turn of bisown. And here » 
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|;din we have an example of that true gallantry of spirit^ 
which shapes its feelings and it^ course without that tame 
subjection to custom or to law, which all but master spir- 
its own in every case* We have seen men who Would be 
generous when the world had stamped a deed with the 
name of generosity; men who would act nobly when 
aoble acting was the order of the day; but who never 
knew to soar above the common standard in things and 
circumstances where custom had always sanctioned a 
low and selfish course. We love those gallant and inde« 
pendent spirits who are a law only to themselves, whose 
keen discernment and delicate perception will always in* 
dine them to the path of magnanimity whether custom has 
decked it with epithets of greatness or branded it with 
names of imprudence and folly. We love the lofty spirit 
fliat is magnanimous from impulse and not because its van* 
ity seeks the praise of magnanimity; we love the noble 
floul whose magnanimity plays as freely when coupled witk 
loss and censure as when followed with loud applauses. 
We love such magnanimity as that of Abram, which will 
guard most sacredly the smallest rights of others^ while 
prodigal — ^beyond all example prodigal of his own. This 
is the highmindedness of our bible worthies. God of A- 
bramj may it be all oar own! 

But we cease our enconium on the spirit of the patri-: 
arch. We admire it, we love it, we would imitate it 
through life; but we know there are excellencies more 
<szalted though less splendid, and there are enjoyments far 
more solid and incomparably more durable than any that 
can arise from performing acts of virtucxin the sight of 
men. Come with me now — we will detain you but a mo- 
ment— *come with me home to the t^nts of Abram on the 
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ftlain of Manire, and note tbe private ocCupatioBi.of 0^ 
higfaminJdetf own. — "Tbe word of the Lord'came to Abiiitb 
' in a tUiod: lam thy. shield and thy exceeding grpat*"!** 
mrd.*'' . Come ye wtio' think it glory to court the applai^ 
of tbe unstable multitiide, who covet a popularity that lik^ 
diegoai^of Jonah grows up ia a night and niibcrs in» 
lug^t! Come ye who tmow no hiappincss so exnlted as ^ '^ 
iniogfein the circles of tlie ^at ones of this world, a)4' 
who f^l honoured, who feel blessedi e^itited, transporledi 
if tEe majcEty of fading flesh bend upon jou once the eye 
of kindness 1 Come see the guest of Abrain! Cotne hearbia 
Rotation. He said it in Ihe lowly teiit of Abram, he o^ 
ien say^ it in the cottage of ihelowly, far ollener nc feai 
l^hiui in the. rooms of state — "I am thy shield and thy ex-. 
'iceedlngjgreat reward," We vjiUnot de<;radeby ourfeoj! 
U<a comments such a SAhifatioo. We nill not weaken! 
your impresBipns of .th4t state in whicli the majesty of htsdi 
ven displays his familiar presence, and plants himself the 
ehleld of those who worship him and serve him. If any 
man obey his voice he will know wliat tongues of mortals 
cannot speak, and he will prize (lie honour that cometh 
' down from Gcd. 

It was a fit occasion for our venerable patriot to dwell 
«pon the sorrows that preyed upon his heart, and to bring 
up the disappointments that had astonished and oppressed 
him. He had been tauglit to consider Palestine as tbe 
land of his postal Itv; and now after many years had been 
s pent in wanderin;^, and he and Sarah were fast hastening 
io the tomb, lie was far as ever, farther than ever to all 
appearance, from the fulfillment of his wishes ; and he sei- 
zes this first favourable moment to urge-bis petition home< 
*'Lord God," said he, "what wilt thou give me, seeing 1 go 
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childless and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of 
Damascus." "Behold thou hast given me no seed; and lof 
one born in my house is my beir." We pass by the as- 
surance that notwithstanding the unpromising aspect of the 
present moment, notwithstanding the disappointments by 
which his heart had been already torn, all should at last 
]be well — all should be fulfilled according to his wish. We 
pass by the magnificent illustration of this promise: Num- 
jber if thou canst the stars of heaven ; so shall thy s^eed be. 
We pass by the consolations and the honours of his faith: 
^'He believed in the Lord and he counted it to him for 
righteousness." And we fix your eye at the conclusion of 
this exercise on the grand solemnities of the sacred rite 
that followed. Abram in obedience to the Divine com- 
jnandment prepared a sole^pn sacrifice. An heifer, a goat 
and a ram of three years old, together with a couple of 
fowls, were prepared and laid in order. The beasts were 
divided and; tb,^ portions formed two rows with an inter- 
val between through which the symbols of the Divinity 
inight pass;; a, fit admonition that it is only through the 
mediuna of that Saviour whose sufferings and death these 
sacrifices shewed forth, the presence of the Eternal can 
pass at all in mercy before sinful men. He does not cast 
us forever from his sight; he even comes and visits u§.. 
But he comes only to the places where Messiah's blood ' 
has come ; he is to be seen alone at the altar on the sacri- 
fice. There we must meet him, by that he passes to us, 
by that we pass to him. A long time Abram w^aited. To 
him it was an eventful day, for God had ordained this sol- 
emn preparation to confirm to our patriarch by a new and 
strange assurance the promise in which he trusted. At 
length just as the sun was sinking from his view the vision, 
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QfSnhiiiu Mhuseaieswerekclndapsi^CEVli^ 
_ Mopad him was ^N^lu^.fi^ '^^t tinl ^t iiu j y . ; 
j^K^tdMit lacrifice wbidi liti had hid In oider. ^tSi 

ttjierf ^iwijlnie of all hii senies. The Totte of GcmIwI . - 

^nptt^e 0^ ipinau f^ tmewjefd and ampHfied ; liiit i(^ . 
JwcogifMieii widi # ttafetiient of «h«' Wdage 'a^^^ 
prarioQ wjikji brael should fttit endure in BgfpL 'Tlw 
jai^ ^ lyailMd df Oib Ahnighty*^ presence; « 
iofi^ice and a frarning lB\iof passed fliroagh betwilSte 
l^^ces. The ft! ng was leAl, and Abraint reaily' sair 
iliMgh the ordioaryr avenotti of sense were iodbcld. "fi&il' 
oiheiabew pwent, bot oot thus wrapt tii vli^-Ae^^' 
jlress ^of ^ ^^Umighi]^^ anil fliiB.' response ofXliniA hH^^ 
paissed 'unknown to dieib* ' lliat smdtdng (nniads aow 
paming lanp bad not; l^tsp^jed the^^ firck 'AlUSuA ww i 
wrapt from hnmaa sensci' and feeling; he saw iu s^^' 
see» and felt as spirits feel, when heVhiet with the Masii!^ 
of the world of spirits. We will not detain yon With the 
conclusion of ttiis scene. Suffice it to say he had witness^ 
ed a sight which no material eye can see ; tod while wrapt 
in vision he received anew his Makei^s promise of thai 
land. Then he awoke as from a common slumber; the 
burning lamp, the smoking furnace had disappeared tiK 
gether; all was dark and cold around him; bat sdf was 
light and joy and peace within. 

My brethren, we have noted for you this interesting 

icene, because it is one in which we meet with much that 

should instruct and interest us all. We began to OKisl 

""and to perceive and think while wrapt in flieiBe material 

4>rgans. And we cannot separate our ideas of sensatiouyor 
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iperception, or even thought, from these our tabernacles 
of clay. And yet it is the.: spirit and not this clay that 
•iees and thinks and feels. This clay like a thick and cum* 
brous veil serves to conceal our spirits from one another, 
irom the world of spirits, and even from ourselves. 

But this is all it does, and were it to-day in your |H>w:er 
to cast aside that veil, what sights at once would burst up« 
jpn your vision. We have not to travel high as heaven, we 
need not soar beyond the confines of this solar system, or 
above the furthest limits of all the stars of God, to enter 
" the world in which intelligent spirits dwell. Cast off that 
yeil, God the Spirit is every where, and at once in a mo- 
ment you see him as be is; ^Ho be absent from the body is 
to be present with the Liord.'' — Cast off that -veil and a 
world O how populous is unfolded to the sight; ^^millions 
. of spiritual creatures walk the earth;'' and earthly ob- 
* fltructions which limit our gross vision, can present no ob- 
^ stacle to immaterial mind. Cast off that veil and you feel 
that you are still the same, your sensations and percep- 
^ tions, your principles and passions do not thereby alter. 
L. Abram, while in vision he talked with his Creator, was 
conscious of no change in aught that related to personal 
identity, to his principles or feelings. Go then from this 
bouse, but go bearing in your mind how nearly you are 
^ treading on the borders of that world where all is spirit, 
^ and all is everlasting. Go thinking how important now to 
form such friendships as death will only cement, and to 
fr^ cherish such habits as will meet appropriate objects in that 
^ world of spirits. And you whose trembling nerves or 
^" homry heads foretell that you very soon must pass the limits 
^ of that world; and you who sit like patience on a monu- 
*^ oient, and let concealment like a wtrm in tiiebud prey on 
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a cheek far lovelier than damask, — ^prepare to exchange 
with joy and not with grief this mortal scene for scenes of 
, immortality, Friends and brethren, soon may we meet 
there; and while we look with veneration on this father 
of the faithful already in that woHd from which this tbin 
partition separates us, may we meet with looks more kind- 
ly and with feelings more intense, we who have toiled and 
sometimes wept together, we who have loved and prayed 
for one another, may we soon meet with feelings pure and 
rapturous, in our Fatber^s presence, our eternal home^. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF ABRAHAM.— (cootintod-> 

^'JVbw Sarai^ AhranCs roife, bare him no children^'* &c« 

Gen. xvi. 1 — *t 

"In my prosperity I said, my mountain stands strong, I 
shall never be moved. Thou didst hide (hy fece and I 
was troubled." It were well, my bYethren, if the psalmist 
of Israel had been the only person who was ever compelled 
to make this melancholy and humiliating reflection. But 
generation may confess it to generation, that in this as in a 
variety of other respects, heart answers to heart and expe- 
rience to experience, as in water face to face. There is 
probably nothing about which we hear and experience so 
much and yet learn so very little, as about the instability 
and deceitfulness of the human heart. When fired by the 
charms of novelty or operated on by any other cause that 
excites a strong, but momentary feeling, we are apt to mis- 
take the impulse of that feeling for the dictate of sober 
judgment and well regulated principle, and therefore cal- 
culate with certainty that the views we now cherish and 
good resolutions we form will be lasting as our being. And 
yet who has not felt it a thousand times that the moment 
these strong feelings begin to subside our perceptions of 
Arutb and excellence become less vivid, we no longer obejr 
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the dictates oTtbe aeber jodgiiient,aiid fliose iiianI|HAM9ir 
pkt iriiichwe bad deemed sopoz^to caimiwiiidiijg|.i» 
ioipregiiable, tiioee principles ^ve way 1)efiMrefli(efiiit>j|t> 
tack that enliats oar feelings against the cause ptnjftiiJBi^ 



There is hot the one ^nj^ mj brethren, Imown lo A|| - 
wiiTerse, in which intelligent beings can, Biaintaia vdut 
eyeij circumstance the glory of their uprightness. , ,U it 
By making the j^pwi^ w^ of the Sapreme IntdUgoafe^Af 
lea^on of our eopdqi^ and by loving him so 4Nxtii)B|||[ ti|| 
trusting him so iaiplicitly that we can onfy find and wiA 
£>r jhappiness in abiding by his wiJL You. know Ibat ^ 
jaMfic^made by ludeatlQve are never pam^sseilfio^ 
and that the hbouM prompted and stimutated^gr^ii^viaiAl 
iiftwi^jrs pleasant labours. -.--,•>''. .r 

tl&t in our woiid of iln, where so many tibingi, <o|nUef 4^ 
obicare our views of Ihe Divinity^) where our ownilispiiWiH 
intercepts to such a degree the cbmmunieations of his good" 
mess, and where unhallowed passion and the powerful iu» 
fluence of example equally tend to alienate our regard* 
from God, you are never to expect that pure and perfe^ 
excellence that blesses those whom sin has never tainted. 
There often may be moments when our views of eternal 
things are peculiiarty hicid and extensive, when the heart 
is melted by the sense of the Divine goodneis and feeh 
most deeply the obligations of his love, when we are Kfted 
high in our hopes of eternal happiness, and feel disposwl 
to confide all things implicitly to his management whoiS 
ways we know are marked with goodness and wisdom. lo 
moments like this, we move in a region elevated far abofS 
our narrow views and selfish passions: we see all things 
in the ^relations in which they reaiUy stc^ to W and to on^ 
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ii^ioither; we see &dm as God sees tbexn, in tkf light of 
Iruth ; — and then we are apt to think that we can neyev 
fftore revert to the crooked wajg of error, never more stoop 
to the base servitude of passion, never more depart from oaf 
-lionfidehce in God: we say, ^'our moantsiiii stands strongy 
we never can be moyed."-^— Bat our vivid perceptions 
iade« and oar steps begin to faulter; the darkness of ouv 
ininds abates onr confidence in God, intercourse with the 
world gives birth to new desires, the force of example 
lends vigour to the passions, — God hides his face and we 
lure troabled. 

The historj of our psalmist k the history of every ehris- 
iiail. Becatrse every christian is a sinner to be redeemed 
%j grace } and the redemption of his nature beliag only 
perfected in part, he has neither the clear per<teptlons 
iBt&r the strong and steady feelings that sustain the upright 
In fibi even course* The story of his redemption is a sto-^ 
ry of grace abounding; a history of God's patience ten 
tbonsand times tested; a history of his pity ten thousand 
times displayed ; a Mstory of his power ten thousand times 
exerted ; and alt to coi^rm to as this single simple trutby 
Ibat all our own goodness is Uke the morning cloud, and 
^at if ever we attain to the perfection of oar being, the 
work from first to last must be salvation by his grace* 

You saw our patriarch on last Lord's day in all the pu- 
rity of his exalted piety, and in all the elevation of a gresA 
and lofty spirit. Vou saw a man to whose service kings 
stood debtors, and who scorned a recompense at the hand 
of kings; you saw him stooping lowly with hia fresh crop- 
^d lau rels and owning all subjecti<m to the God of battles i^ 
jou saw that God of battles like a father and a friend come 
4own to the lowly dwelling of ttie patriarch, aDtd teU bii^ 
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» tf fhtaro phm of gkury and of l^ood, wUGb<:eiilorie84ri0i» 
wonM be m^u^ient (a unfold; yoa saw.how he was afe|WiM 

.. to pcoride for hii final friend new and strange Mmcpiiia, 
tiiat :bii*liope should not miscarry; yon law the apirit^ol:* 
this man of God wrapt for a while from mortal aense and 
fight, while the visions of God were made plain to his j^ 
ceptions, and the voien that never deceives was made dir 
tinctly andible* You knew well the feelings of the higU^ 
iavored Abram as the symbols of God's presence paped bo^ 
fore him; it was then your own conviction ihat^had yoi! 
fltood in Abram's stead, had yoq seen the smcAiDg ianmt 
Mtid the burning lamp, apd heard distinctly thnt viikik^ 
tfie Almighty, you would have rested most seeuDeiyr ita.#ir 
promise and the pledge, and no more considenft deliy^ai^ 
the trial .of your patience* v^: .  

' So thought Abram when the vision of God bad left hiaou; 
80 np doubt for months he rested in contentineiit» *fi«ft 
the promise was to him a matter of tender interest; * to St^ 
rai it was a matter of high and ardent hope. The man 
who had exhibited such a gallant spirit, when his little 
band hung on the rear of the invading armies, and whea 
his soul spurned reward in the vale of Shaveh; a man of 
such a high and uncontaminated mind would of course be 
communicative to the woman of his choice about all in 
«vhich their hearts and their interests were so blended* 
For take this as a rule that knows of no exception, a pure 
and elevated mind, is always the most feeling, and always 
the most faithful in every thing connected with our social 
relations. Even the afieclioi\ and heroism of his little 
band of servants proclaim the mild and fatherly dominion 
of their gallant master; the wife and th^ children, the de- 
pendant or thp friend, will meet with a consideration it 



«nt6 reBpectful, tender and unfailing from the mind tbat 
cannot stoop in any situation to act the unworthy or un« 
ieeling part. And there too is the strength of friendship 
unimpaired, and &ere the fires of love will ever glow; 
while the little, fluttering, domineering, changeling, inr 
toxicated one moment ffith a small superiority, and blown 
about the next with a puff of vanity, has neither self-corn* 
mand nor self-respect sufficient to act a part consistent with* 
the relations he sustains; to the mighty be is *a sycophant, 
to the weak a tyrant; among the wise a mere tyro, among 
the ignorant a Solomon; and a changeling among all. — 
The elevation of our patriarch's sentiments kept pace with 
the honors that bloomed upon his brow, kept pace with 
tiie dignity to which his character was advanced in being 
wrapt in the solemnities of the visions of God. Still he 
was a kind and condescending nraster; and the hero of 
the age, the firiend of the Almighty, the father of the faith* 
fill, still breathed into the ear of his Sarai the thoughts of 
Ihs heart, still shared with her his solicitude and cares; 
«nd that in an age when woman was degraded from a com* 
panion and a friend to a state the most abject. 

flow strong and how tender was this mutual solicitude, * 
and how frequent and free their interchange of thought, 
appears from the device suggested by Sarai. They had 
been now above ten years in Palestine ; for ten long years 
they had hoped and looked for that promised son, the found- 
er of their race, and ^till were disappointed. The late re- 
newal of the promise in terms so magnificent and with so*, 
lenmities so august, while it re-assured their minds that 
their hope should one day be crowned, within no long 
while excited greater impatience to witness the accom* 
ylishment. It was this that prompted Sarai at length te 
msfit a proposal whi$;b UjEidtf the gni dance of weU regular 
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ted feelings she neVer could have hrMhed. Sarsi liadt 
(aToritG handmaid ; ahe was an Egyptian, and tio doubt one 
of those that Abram had acquired when he iocreascd bid 
wealth and tarnished his fame in thut unhappy trip (o & 
gypt. Hagar the Egyptian shoirld have e»er stood as I ' 
memorial of their former sin and ^hame to this adventun 
oui couplo. Hagar the Egyptirin ought ever to have i«t 
minded them how they were tang'ht in Egypt that nothing 
is acquired by distrust in God but dieappotntment and iat I 
grace. Hagar the Egyptian ought ever to have taugU 
them that an attempt at forGstaKing the intents of Proi4* 
dence hy wayfi of our devising can end onty in ouf hui^ 
For Hagiir was a memorial of that unhappy journey. The; 
had in all probability acquired her there, and she was a 
witness to the dithonoar with which they had been theocs ' 
dismissed. Yot this very Hagar did Sarai berself point ' 
out in a second attempt to foreatal the plans of Providence, i 
and to accomplish in her own way what Almighty Got I 
stood pledged to accomplish at length in his.-— She, jo» | 
will recollect, never bad been mentioned as the mother of | 
that Bon who was to lay the foundation of tiie family htm- | 
,QfS. She at last concluded that she was not to be a ma- i 
ther. And yet she was eager to see the hope accomplish* 
ed; ehe was willing to share with another the honor and 
the care of training up the heir of so many precious promr 
ises. Let then the mother oftbat heir be her own handmaid. 
Thus as the mistress of Hagar and the wife of AbrBfn> I 
she should still havcasort of double property in the son so ' 
much desired: she thought— she felt as if though not hit , 
mother, she could hail him as her son. Thus in her folly 
Sarai reasoned ; ignorant that she was sowing thorns which 
should one day rankle in her bosom, and thoughtless 
the purity of high heaven's laws. 
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jruSofher pSsm ahe proposed it to Abratiii and Abram, we 
fieed not tell joU| spejedily acceded to it» Let us not 
ii6wever, leave ihis wbappf woman under all the obloquy 
which in modern ctrcumstanites would attach to such a 
deed. Fai* be it Drom us to say her fault was small. Far be it 
from us to ^dlnrinish aughf that should teach you to abhor 
iiL But then be it remembered that in those eastern coun- 
tries, and in that early age, poligamy was common; and 
ilttstom to fcanctions crime or teaches us to forget it, that 
•the offence against the laws of God would weigh but lit« 
tie, or might not have weighed at all in the mind of SaraU 
Apart from this we see much to pity as well as much to 
censure* Attached as Sarai doubtless was to Abram, it ' 
Mgued no little self-denial, indeed no little magnanimity, 
in her to consent, that an event so desirable might be ac- 
icomplished, to share with another the affections of Abram. 
We speak the laugQage of nature and of all the world, 
when we say that the spirit of love is of all others the 
most monopolizing, and that the afiection which can be 
-content with the return of half the heart, must be a poor, a 
wretched thing* Viewed in all its circumstances, Sarai ' 
was making a sacrifice of her peace tn no contemptible de*K 
gree ; she was making a willing sacrifice of an honor of all 
enrtfaly honors the Nearest to her beart-^Shfe was giving 
fiway to a stranger and an inferior the right of becoming 
progenitor to that gr^t and'glorious line, which for a lon|^ 
time she had hoped would have hailed her as their rao^ 
4li6r» We know not what may have been the conflicts of 
hmt bosom, we know not what may have been the suggesi* 
^ions of her heart, before ^he was brought to tender such 
aaacrifice; but in tibis voluntary resignation of her honors; 
jh tbii painfuLsurrfider ^f her tif^U^ that her husband 



£72 atiuioN svii 

might be happy in the accomplishment of his great wish, 
we cannot but mark a degree of tenderness and hamilitf 
and magnanimity that, in despite of her error and illf 
governed zeal, so far does honor to the wife of Abram. 

But God Almighty promises no honors to the Yiolatioii 
of his law. No one may do evil in the hope that good flMjr 
come. And if in contempt of the arrangements of heav- 
en we ^im at the accoipplishment of any of our wishes, not 
only shall we be grasping at forbidden fruit, hot at fniit 
that, like* the fabled apples which grew by the lake of Sod^ 
om, will fill the mouth when tasted with salt and bitter 
Qsdes. 

So Sarai found. No sooner had this woman who froor 
A slave had been raised to something like an eqaality with 
her mistress, no sooner did Hagar begin to entertain thd 
hope that she was to be the mother of Abram's glorious 
line, than the very woman whose partiality had raised her, 
became contemptible in her eyes; and she began to a^ 
sume airs of superiority to her mistress. 

It is one, and it is not the smallest of the curses of slavd 
ry, that it degrades the feelings and almost annihilates the |j 
principles of those who are its subjects. A little mind 
will always triumph in a fancied superiority, and a persoo 
without principles, will as readily triumph over those by 
/whose aid they have arisen as over any others. The tri- 
umph of Hagar was that of a base born slave, and it wa$ 
precisely such as might have been looked for under such 
circumstances. It was the triumph of ignorance, ingrati- 
tude and baseness, over the woman who had unwisely, wft 
must add sinfully, but at the same time in a spirit of no o^ 
dinary magnanimity, sacrificed much and hazarded a great ];^. 
deal more, we will not say for he;r Sfike, but nevertheks 
for her advant;ige. 
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It IS not strange that Sarai should have resented prompt* 
\y and Indignantly such ungrateful conduct. T^he lofti- 
ness of her spirit, and the generous but mistaken policy 
die had adopted in the case, firould lead us to expect some 
such burst of passion. The noblest iplnds are always the 
most sensitive; and none will so promptly vesent an ^n^ 
generous outrage as those who are least capable of com- 
mitting it. For, independently of the ardor of such minds^ 
independently of all selfish considerations, there is a feel- 
ing quick and haughty that will spurn at baseness in what- 
', ever form it shews itself, while it can bear with patience, 
; and even with tranquility, wrongs of another description 
[ a thousand times as great. 

This, however, was an evil of Sarlsii's own procuring, and 
'' she certainly deserved i|j all. She^ who in Egypt had al- 
readry learned the danger of attemj||ing even lawful things 
, in an unlawful way, she who had been made to see heij 
wisdom to be folly when attempting to secure in her way 
what Providence had undertaken to provide for in its own, 
' €he should never have furnished to this Egyptian woman 
; an occasion of teaching her that lesson a second time: — ^a 
;4esson at once so humiliating and so painful. But it is 
-thus that our self-will, our imagined wisdom, and our di&- 
Irtist of Providence, perpetually are bringing us into dan- ^ 
"i^rs and troubles. It is in fact very rare that any one sut ** 
"fers for adhering to their duty. It is equally rare that r 
"^ey escape suffering who desert the plain and forward 
track of duty either to avoid difficulties or to secure ad^ 
Vantages. It is in their own devices that cunning men 
^re caught, it is into the pit themselves had digged design-* 
'ing men are tumbled, it is by the castles of their own folly 

that the self-wlUed are crushed. This i^ the general plan of 
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Providence; out of our sin be elicits punishment, and our 
pwn crooked. ways conduct us to destruction. 

Sarai had no one but herself to blame. But neverthe^ 
les, in the style of our first father when he impiously ac* 
cused his Maker, she lays on Abram the burden of her 
wron^. We .would by no means insinuate that Abram va9 
not to blane. With greater light than Sarai may^e sup- 
posed to have enjoyed, he was equally in fault. But tbea 
she who was the instigator had ho right to charge him. 
Nevertheless, it was just in the dispensations of Provi- 
dence, that he who had acted wrongly should have his feet 
ings wounded by the imputation of this wrong* It was 
just and wise that they who had conspired to Increase their 
domestic comfort by forbidden means, should have their 
i?ishes thwarted and their comfort banished by domestic 
jars. And it was right that Uagar, who^had triumphed 
so unworthily, should reap the consequence of her ingrat* 
itude and vanity. Abram committed her entirely to Sa- 1 
rai's management; and Sarai dealt so hardly with her that 
she betook herself to flight. The next that we hear Of 
her, she is alone in the wilderness. But into that wilder* 
ness we will not follow ber now. We will barely note^ 
and note for our own instruction, the sum of this'sad story. 
We find that this device of Sarai, for hasteninir the ac- 
complishment of the promise so long looked for, ended not 
only in the bitterest disappointment, but in jealousies and 
strife and cruelty.. A son indeed was born, but it was not 
the child of promise. And never yet did God give grounds 
to any mortal of high and holy hope, which he meant to ful- 
fill by other than high and holy means. And never yet 
did man by any hotbed process attempt to accomplish even 
Just and lawful wishes, in which he has not retarded whart 
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he was anxious to promote. Nor were domestic miseries 
the sole consequence of this rasi^k and lawlesff'undertakingi 
Just heaven, to punish the impatience and self-will of this 
Unhappy pair, retarded still longer the fulfillment of their 
I hopes. Year rolled on after year, and still the promise 
^ came not. Abram was consoled with no more visitation! of 
: the Father of his mercies ; no messenger from heaven Repeat* 
ed the loved assurance; year passed after year, and there 
was none to tell how long. Thus fourteen years rolled 
 *tound, and this couple, now receding far into the darkness 
of old age, were left more destitute and comfortless than 
^ ever. In this darkness and perplexity they well deserved 
I * to live; and there we will for the present leave them. 
We wi^nly say to you who now inherit Abram's faith, be- 
ware how you venture to imitate Abram's follies. It is a 
great mistake to imagine that even the most favored fol- 
lowers of the Saviour will escape entirely the consequen- 
ces of their misdeeds, because infinite 'mercy pardons them. 
Mercy may pardon, but most indubitably holiness will 
mark them. You will hereafter see that this rule is uni- 
L. versal; you will learn from the history of all the patri- 
• archs that whenever they have wandered, they have been 
made to pay the penalty of their unworthiness. ^ And it is 
jcight that it should be so. It is right that all men should 
; feel, and that the universe should know, that no creature 
' jC^n be gainer that sets up its own wisdom against the 
wisdom of its Maker, or attempts to overleap the bounda- 
ries he prescribes. It is right that men should find that 
the ways of wisdom are the only ways of pleasantness, and 
the paths of uprightness the only paths of peace. Fellow 
sinners, you may try it when you will: but they who seek 
theix^happiness without regard to the Divine constitutions. 
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must attempt to be bappy In despite of God. Now, bast 



"ow, bast ~ 



lliou an arm that can cope witli the Almighty? or canst 
thou thunder with a voice like him? — If not, then taki 
lesson from the patriarch Abram. Know that it is wis^i 
to wait patiently on God, to attempt a lawful purpose 
none but lawful means, and to cherish hope so hlgb i 
holy by an high and holy course. — Jlmcn* 
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BIOGRAPHY OF ABRAHAM.— (contiote©.) 

^And when Abram toas ninety years old andnine^ the Lord 
appeared to Ahram^ and said unto him^ latn the Almtghttf 
Cod: walk before jne, and he ihoU perfect^^^ SnjCm 

Gen. tviu 1 — . 

^'Deep calleth unto' deep. All thy billows and thy 
waves pass over me." It was not only in the land of Isra- 
el, it was not only by the Jewish prince and prophet that 
the sad accumulation of trouble upon trouble, woe upon 
woe, has been experienced and lamented* We have our- 
crelves a proverb: ^'afflictions seldom come single;" — and 
we presume there are few among you who have not been 
compelled in your time to confess, or at least to feel^ that 
it is true. This accumulation of sorrow in the dispensa- 
tions of God, is as wise and merciful as it is common. It 
arises out of two important and very obvious considerations: 
the design of Providence in visiting us with sorrow, and 
the tempers with which we are prone to regard such dis- 
pensations* Sometimes distress is inflicted exclusively as 
a punishment to the party offending, and as a warning to 
others to beware how they offend. In such cases it is of 
course judgment without mercy; it prostrates, it crushesf 
ft iparl^ its hapless object ajs witb the s^eal of reprobation* 
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l?ach a visitation famishes no answer to our inquiriei. But 
in general such visitations have a different object. They 
are designed to warn and to amend the person visited^ 
And were we of a temper at all times disposed to regard 
the band of God, and to amend our ways at the very first 
suggestion, then doubtless afflictions would come single. 
One stroke would be sufficient to answer every purpose, 
and where mercy had amended mercy would forgive^ But 
men are not apt to be so speedily convinced or humbled. 
Disappointment must ordinarily follow disappointment, 
pang succeed to pang, till Almighty Providence compel a 
recognition of his hand, and misery have taught, them that 
it is vain to contend with him. Deep, then, calls to deep, 
and wave rolls after wave, because the stubborn and stu** 
pid mind of man ]will seldom take advantage of a single ad* 
monition. 

Our patriarch had the tempers common to our kind, and 
he mourned the common lot. We saw on last Lord^s day 
the tribulations that resulted from an attempt to compass 
his wishes in an unwarrantable way. We read you from 
that scroll that flutters high in heaven, lamentation and 
anguish and woe — 'Hribulation and wrath upon every soul 
of man that doeth evil;'- — that doeth it "that good may 
come." But it was not enough that bitter disappointment 
should flow from this device: it was not enough that the 
once peaceful tent of Abram should become the joyless 
scene of crimination and strife: it was not enough that 
jealousy should lour and malignity should scowl in faces 
bnce tranquil and smiling as the summer sea. All this and 
much more than this our patriarch had to suffer. For that 
very device which banished confidence and calmness from 
the tent of Abram, removed farther than ever the fulfill- 



ment of his lavishes. God who bad given him promise of 
that son, God who had visited him so frequently and famih 
iarly, the God of his mercies disappeared at the same time 
with his domestic peace, and for fourteen years longer A- 
bram pined in joyless expectation. He had not only to 
mourn the hope still unfulfilled, be had to mourn the dis- 
pleasure of him who gave that hope. No more visions of 
God threw their lights upon futurity — no messenger from 
on high repeated the loved assurance — ^year followed year, 
and there was none to tell how long: Abram and Sarai 
verged fast toward decrepitude; and for fourteen long 
years they seemed to be forgotten, and as if about to sink 
into the tomb, unvisited and unblessed. 

Far be it from Us to portray the melancholy of those 
leaden years about which our history is silent. But (kt 
be it from you, far be it from us all, to disregard the lesson 
which those dull years may teach us. 

Still, however, we find, as is usual in the dispensations 
or the Most High, mercy rejoices over judgment. Abram, 
though chastened, is not forsaken; the promise, though 
delayed, is not abrogated. The mind so long and deeply 
humbled by the remembrance of an offence against which 
God had written so many bitter things, was brought at 
length to that frame of meekness and patience that fitted it 
for a renewed of the long lost intercourse. Accordingly 
he who had bowed sorrowing before his Maker's altar from 
the unhappy day in which he listened to the rash advicQ 
of Sarai, was at last cheered, when on the verge of his 
hundredth year, with another manifestation of the Almigh^ 
ty presence. 

We need not say to you that this renewal of an inter* 
cpurse «o long suspended; um^t hsive filkd tbe bosom of 



tbe patri^rtih w/iOi strong and strange lauatioiu. Kim|^ 
wiU AOt iaeqi U ttrmnge (bat Abnua 'fell on Ui fece, la bo^ 
rj"-"™ Ute moat Jilyect, utd 'w entacy onattenUe^ 
wheolibflan were ag^ MlatedwiUi the welcome sosn^ 
"I ua the AJvaif^tj Godi;watk befbce ne and be tbett 
pek^t." Abran bad been often prostrate in lowly ado- • ' 
latiMi; ^bad oftea blessed 'the cwdeseeusion of hie Ma*' 
keif^whea bis nauies of goodbeis and purposes of kind- 
oeas were -attend in his BwUence. Bntio'no casedow* 
' meettbe record of ciaotionsso4BmaUaQ«s as those which 
rvslied into tlte bosom of oar fbtriarehMi'tbis unlooked-f<» 
vlaU. Not when elu^less idolator in,Chaldea be first re- 
ceived the intlpiation of bis fotqre greotneta ; not wben ht 
badfint p a s s e d.totodie land o^ Caiuan, and heard the!'' 
glad voice «f bis Almightjr iMand anong idotators and , 
it(angec»; not wben wrafiped iit dte visioiw«f God, be was ' 
awed before the sTiobolfl of the Almlghtj's presence, the ^ 
amokiDg furnace and the bHrning lamp. ' All such Tisitan 
tions were calculated to impress the spirit of our patrtarca 
with feelings of gratit^ude, Teneration and securitj. . But 
nothing under heaven comes home so fullj to the human 
heart, iiotbing that is stupendous, nothing tbat is pleasing, 
nothing that is soothing, nothing that ia awful, so worbs 
upon the feelings, as the returning kindness of those whom 
once we loved, and who, after years of painiiil separation 
and of desolated feelings, convince us thatthe; never had 
divorced us from their hearti. All that ever elicited the . 
gratitude of Abram, or gave strength and consistency to 
confidence and hope, never had so wrought upon the feel* 
ingsof ourpatriarch, as did tbat single sentence of his re*. 
turning friend which brought him prostrate on hia face. 
We can only sketch to you the more impcrtaat particur 
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iars connected with this new communication. You notd 
among the first, the confirmation of a remark we sometime 
since made to you in relation to the scheme of prophecy* 
It was this, that the whole of the scriptural prophecies con- 
stitute one system or scheme of prediction, in which evefjr 
-successive revelation sheds additional light without mate» 
rially extending the field of view: precisely as the suD) 
when he first begins in the morning to approach our hori« 
2on, sheds a faint twilight that discovers the field and for- 
est and the distant outline of the mountain-top^— discovers 
all in their fall dimensions; yet but dimly and partially* 
Additional light imparts additional distinctness, and every 
successive minute, from the first dawn of light, the grey- 
ness of the morning, the rudiness of sunrise, up to the yel- 
'low lustre of the risen day, multiplies the objects in your 
'field of vision, and adds to their distinctness, without en^ 
larging the general field of view. The scheme ef proph- 
ecy is like this augmenting light; every new communica- 
^tion adds something to the distinctness and particularity of 
our views. 

In the present instance we discover no new purpose^ 
*but that originial purpose is more accurately defined. The 
'long expected son is again promised to pur patriarch; tho 
"honour of becoming a father to many nations is again con- 
'firmed ; and it is confirmed with this additional assurance, 
'that the covenant of his mercy bo often renewed with A^ 
bram should be continued with his seed; and that they 
should inherit the blessings so long promised, not merely ' 
in right of the covenant niade with Abram, but that cove- 
nant should be renewed and established with themselves 
'^I will establish it in their generations for an everlasting 

dtnrenanfU.^ will give them the laud of Canaan for as 
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evcrlastiDg poasession — and I will be their God." Befof^ 
this annunciation the wealth of Canaan, and the mere pat- 
riarchal honours, dwindled into insignificance. Life — eter- 
nal life, the inheritance most dear to the father of the faitb- 
ful, is guaranteed to his descendants. On the altar of Je- 
hovah their oblations shall also ilame, in the presence of 
Jehovah their hearts shall also bow; and he who now?is- 
its the tent of the patriarch, shall often cheer with bis pre* 
sence and irradiate with his light the myriads of his seed* 
Who can read this amplification of the promise without 
glancing at the succeeding history of Israel. This whole 
bible is the- record of Israel's history, the comment of ages 
on the promise made by God. Look at the conditioB of 
all the families of the earth: see how darkness covered 
the earth, and gross darkness the people: note the nations 
building temples to Baal and to Ashtaroth, to Chemosh 
and to Jupiter: see the wise, see the mighty, bowing before 
the moon as she rides forth in her brightness, or piling their 
altars to the lord of day: — Then bend your eyes upon the 
land of Canaan, and hear the professions of her solemn ser- 
vice: "The Lord our God is one Jehovah:" Listen to the 
solemnities of her temple service, when her altar blazes 
high to the God of the whole earth, and cloyds of incense 
fill the temple that crowns the hill of Zion. "Praise ye 
the Lord from the heavens: praise him in the heights* 
Praise ye him all his angels: praise ye him all his host8» 
Praise the Lord from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps.' 
Mark her venerable priesthood, the long line of Aaron's 
family: see her prophets often caught up in the visions of 
the Almighty, and note the floods of light that the pro- 
phetic spirit pours on God's eternal purpose, on Zion's lof- 
ty destiny, on the hope of all this woridt Ye^; let her tern* 
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pie and her priesthood, her prophets and apostles, tell how 
the God of Abraham was the God of all his seed. Let 
Israel dispersed but not destroyed, Israel now mixed with 
f very nation under heaven but distinguished from them 
all, Israel deserted but not utterly forgotten^ confirm to us 
the promise that in the recesses of futurity a day will yet 
be found that shall witness their return from all countries 
Under heaven, when Jerusalem*^ shall again be the city of 
their pride, and Canaan confirmed as the land of their de- 
scendants till her wealth shall contribute to the fires of the 

' last judgment.-^ And let all the churches of the gentile 
world attest the faithfulness and fullness of this promise. 

. You see Israel broken off from the church of the Most 
High, and gentile strangers adopted in her stead; you see 
Abram now bailed as a father of many nations, by those 
who professing the patriarch's faith evince the God of A- 
bram to be their Father and their God. Still then you see 
the knowledge of the Highest, still you see the hope of 
life eternal, still you see the fruits of purity and piety con- 
nected with the church once headed by our patriarch. 
And it is thete where he is hailed as the father of the faiths 
fui, there where his faith and his piety are followed, it is 
ibere and there alone, among all people under heaven, that 
you hear that loud and joyful acclamation, in many a lan- 
guage, swelled by many a tongue, ^'Blessing and hojiour 

^ and glory and power to him that sitteth upon the throne^ 
and unto the Lamb forever and ever." Thus is Abram'a 
God the God of all his seed; and the covenant of his mer^- 
<^ an everlasting covenant. 
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* ^ALTtfOMti^^ Bay ttie 8cHptareB,~**iltluii]^ 
.^Mneth not forth of the dust) neither ji<^ traable ii^fBt 
tftit of the ground, yet man is bom unto trouble as tibe 
spstrks fly upwards.'^ It is, my dear friends, the severe 
Kut necefllary discipline under which God^s goodness bal 
placed all the families of the earth, that they may not be 
given up to utter fbrgetfulness of him. We know that 
uninterrupted prosperity and ease have a powerful ten- 
dency to intoxicate the heart, and to alienate it from its 
Maker. Such a result indeed speaks very unfavorably ot 
the dispositions of human nature; as it ought rather to be 
the case that every new privilege and fresh source of en- 
joyment conferred by him should attach so much the more 
strongly our afiections and confidence to the benign bes' 
tower. We do, however, know that such, in general, is 
not the fact. It is the pressure of Calamity that cherishes 
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the sense of our dependance upon God; ft is^onlj whea 
we are depmed of earth-born consolation, that we seek 
eagerly the solace of our eternal friend*. To.meet these* 
dispositions the administrations of ProTidence are admir- 
mbly adapted. All individuals, all families, with here and^ 
there a solitary exemption, have just as many dilficulties 
as they can well get along with ; and however wisely we. 
may plan and successfully accomplish such changes in our 
drcumstances as promise something like unalloyed felici« 
ty ; yet when all has succeeded even better than our wish- 
es, we find ourselves, in point of real felicity, just where 
we were before. Or if it should at any time be our hap^ 
jpiness to boast an exemption from the common expert^ 
rience and feeling upon this subject^ if tranquility should 
perch for months upon the pillow, and naore than content* 
ment beam in every expression of the eye; yet, who will 
guarantee our peace from those sudden interruptions wh^ch 
the dispensations of Providence often work in a single hour^ 
who will assure us that we may not yet encounter even 
more than a common portion of the common woe, when 
desolation, like a hurricane, shall break over our headsi^ 
and cover with wreck the smiling prospects that si^r^ 
round lis* 

It was a dispensation of the Almighty, thus sudden—- 
Ifaus unlooked for, that put a period to our services a very 
little time ago, when two of his own worshippers, while ia 
the courts of his own house^ and while the notes of hit 
praise yet trembled on their lips, were summoned to their 
account before his awful throne. One minute they looked 
around upon a group of earthly worshippers, the next 
minute saw them spectators of the scene where Abraham 
and Isaac, and w iAGOQaprehensible mtiltitade., the lofty 
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liiid die lowl)!^ ihe aged and the jroong, give a looMfto fin^ 
ingsof moretben mortal utterance. God Aknigbtj wfeUf 
the energies of hit own creation^ and poiitfi the lawa which 
Ids wisdom hai estabUshed to the swift and certain evei» 
cation of his wiUk 

^ No condition, no prospects, no descriptipn of diaracter^ 
4ian secure us from these sadden inroads on all oar plans^ 
of ltappiness» Affliction comes not of the earth; troaUa: 
iprings not from the ground. Almighty God wieldsL tiie 
Creation which he himself has founded, and infinite mm 
iom can never be at a loss about marshalling it in snch A 
wajr as shall eertainlj accomfdish, natarally and in&Uiblyi 
jfererj dictate of his wiH«-*-No condition, no prmyct^m 
.description of character, can shield us from tboseLatinnsia 
'which it is pn^r we should be subject, lest iA||iiortJi7€4| 
Iblicifj we forget our eternal home. . 

. The foundations of our felicity may seem to all lupouad 
las firm and deep-4t>oted as the everlasting hills, the pros- 
pects which gild the residue of our years may seem 
stable as eternity itself; he who springs his earthquake 
and unseats the bills can easily crumble the foundations of 
our greatness; he who rides forth in the darkly lowering 
tempest can wrap from our vision the prospects which 
had charmed it. 

Thus suddenly, thus completely, vrere all the prospects 
of our patriarch darkened, when, in the bosom of his fami- 
ly and enjoying the tempered lustre of the evening of his 
life, the fearful mandate announced in this short sentence 
met his ear: ^'Take now thy son, thine only son, Isaac;^ 
whom thou lovest, and get thee into land of Moriah; and 
offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the moun* 
-^iqs which I will thee of." It .is remarked in .the iatio-^ 
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duction to this narrative that in giving this «oinmandinetit 
God was tempting Abraham. This word we now use in a 
restricted, and, almost always, I believe, in a bad sense. It 
was not so restricted when this translation was made, nor 
is the original word so translated (o be thus restricted in 
its meaning. It is used as the general designation of those 
appeals which may be made either to the good or bad dis- 
positions of the heart with a view to exhibit its real char« 
acter. The trial in this instance was of Abram^s devo» 
tion, whether he would cheerfully submit his will and 
wishes to the divine will; it was also the trial of his hu- 
mility, whether he would bow the dictates of his own un* 
derstanding to the strange requisition which infinite wis« 
dom made; finally, it was the trial of Abraham^s faith :-^ 
The promise of God had taught him to expect that from 
this very Isaac should spring a mi^ghty nation, that through 
the progeny of Isaac all nations should be blessed. Could 
Abraham obey this extraordinary mandate? could lie of- 
fer up his son a sacrifice on mount Moriah, and yet believe 
that the promise should be fulfilled. 

Common men would have hesitated, they might well 
have hesitated, before they determined on obedience to a 
commandment so shocking to their feelings, and so deso« 
^ lating to their hopes. But Abram did not hesitate — not a 
- day— not an hour. With the morning light he rose; and 
summoning his son and two of his domestics, announc- 
ed to them his speedy departure, required their attend- 
ance, and entered on imn^ediate preparation for the jour- 
ney. They who can estimate the immensity of the sacri* 
fice he was about to make, and the circumstances of per 
caliar tenderness under which it was exacted, can best di- 
riae his feelings tn tbis oocasiw* It wai n^t the siaajles.t 
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Klaggmration tliat while so many were nearly concerned ki 
■Hhe'^venl of this journey, all the immediate sorrow wasbii 
pWn, and must be carefully confined within bis own boEom. 
^tisa law of our nature — a law well adapted toslrength- 
D the social bond, and to multiply nnd extend the chari- 
' ^les of life — that the etrongest emotions become less intol- 
erable when wc are permitted to »ent our feelings in the 
audience of a friend. The tempest of our joys as well at 
of our sorrows often works a mortal issue when loo mighty 
for our utterance. Like some of the mighty forces of this 
world pent op within narrow compass and labouring for 
expansion, if no readier vent be given, they burst the rinfl 
of earth and desolate whole provinces — thus swells, thuE 
labours, thus bursts, the human heart, under (be violence 
of feelings which we struggle to conceal. But let the bc^ 
•om surcharged wUb high wrought emotion, communicate 
from its fullness to the bosom of a friend — let the tongwe— 
let the eye, sluice the overburdened heart — and the feel- 
' ~ings which first mounted with the violence of &"«hltlwiiid 
will sahcide to milder grades. 

Bat thii, the common privilege of grief— the readyand 
Ihe cfaeRp relief of those whom God bag smitten, was ml 
' allffwed to Abraham. He might sot espoandfbe occa- 
sion of his anguish ; it was not even expedient that ihe as- 
-gnish itself should be observed. Bat, with an fa^rtiO 
'turmoil, be must preserve the semblance Of ordinary tni&> 
qnility; andwitness without the utterance of a sigfatfe 
preparations for that joumeT whicli was to harrow .up Uf 
' wul. 

Meanwhile evfer^ little circumstance in m^ln^ tbia pr» 
paratioB — every little article packednp to Bid die sacriticei 
-'mnit'Iiaveftn^^tf so'ihaiiy~neW"Atid BtroDYtippealvto 



4UI a father's feelings. The solicil ude of a sod to promotd: 
a parent's wishes would no doubt engage Isaac busily la 
this scene of preparation; and what must he have felt 
who saw him thus engaged — busily engslged in forward* 
ing their journey., unthinking that for himself it was ^. 
journey to the grave. Every Uok he gave, every step h^ 
took, every word he uttered, must have come home like 
daggars to the heart of Abraham. 

And Sarah too, providing from her dom^tic store* 
things needful for their journey in those wild unsocial 
times, furnished new source of the bitterest reflections* 
Doating as she did on the son of her old age, solicitous for 
their comfort on a journey of such length, inquiring and 
calculating the tinf>e of their return — what force was in 
the stroke which smote the heart of Abraham when, oa 
turning from his tent, a mother's fond adieu was directed to 
a son, an only son, whose face she should no more see.-*- 
Under circun^stances like these — and no doubt with feeK 
ihgs thus natural — thus acute, the patriarch led, on the 
melancholy way. 

Nor was it a slight aggravation of the pains of this tri- 
al that the way was very long. Gerar lay at the south- 
west extremity of Canaan. Mount Moriah, on which the 
temple of Jerusalem afterwards stood and to which the 
footsteps of our patriarch were directed, lay in a north- 
east direction, and distant from seventy to ninety nfless 
Here then was leiso-re fo# the ready play of ten thousand 
varying feelings. Might the commandment have been 
executed as speedily as it was given unexpectedly; had 
no occasions been presented to call forth and marshal the 
strong feelings of nature in the husband's and parent'^ 

breast; had no tin^e been allotted to those ever recunrine: 

lyinji ^ 
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1(1 nights, espe- 
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tnios of melsBchoIjr tiittai^t which hy little and little 
ttrillaap (he" firmest parpose and unnerve the strongest 
Bkind;— the snthiUiaam of the patriarch might have sus- 
tained iUm .in the taik, and hare then only expired with 
hif expiring son. But entinuiaam is a. feeling of epheme- 
fUl dftration. IVohi^wrought feeling can 
ed'tiironghthe siiccesaitniof flereralday 
dally if locked ap in one Bolitary breast. The aid of suc& 
flteltOgt wiM therefore denied to Abraham. He must 
panae a ^eadj'porpiMe witii a eteaily heart; and 3 days 
vere ftnlgDed him for the fall weight of his a^ictlons to 
^risM np6b that heart. ' ' 

' It %Bi while thSB beiei that *4he third day in the morn- 
in|; Abrabam lifted up hU eyes a&d saw the place afar off." 
^ wai a atght IhAt tnost bare Uhed to their highest point ' 
tiie floodgates of bis swrow. Despair, we know, will 
cytcb'atUie fitlntest hope;^ deep anguish will cling to th& 
most sTender yohee. It-was stilt a consolation to this ai> 
guish-riven father, while pursuing his and journey, to gaze 
upon the youth of high and tender hope whom he knew he 
soon must lose; it was still an assuagement of his une- 
qualled grief, that while he journeyed along, his Isaac's 
voice saluted him. Every accent that penetrated to the 
heart, every look, every action even the most unimportant 
Would be careful^ treasured up, that the heart might 
brood upon it when nothing but such fond remembrance) 
remained. — But even to this, .th4 most languid ofalteih 
_foyment3, the last slender privilege of the wretched and the 
hopeless, he must now bid adieu; for yonder was the 
mountain on which hia son must die — die by the hand of 
the father who had reared him, and who at that momei^ 
toved him as he loved.his life. 



His heart may have palpitated, his lip may have quiv- 
lered, his tongue may have faltered, but his purpose was 
faithful to the mandate of his God. It was natural to ap- 
prehend that servants who must have loved and felt for a 
master so amiable and deserving as Isaac's after life evinc- 
•ed him to have been, would naturally interfere to prevent 
the execution of a decree so terrible; and, independently 
of a wish to preclude their interference, it was natural for 
ihe patriarch to desire no witnesses of his strong emotion^ 
He therefore did not permit their attendance any further; 
but enjoined them to wait, at the foot of the mountain, 
his own and his son^s return, if indeed that son should be 
permitted to return; as hope, that never totally deserts the 
miserable, whispered that in some way it possibly might 
so fall out. 

He then hastened to consummate the last act of this 
sad tragedy. Taking himself the knife that was to slay 
and the fire that was to consume the yet unconscious sac- 
rifice, he laid the wood upon the shoulder of his son. Who 
can mark this innocent struggling up the mountain, and 
bending under the load that was destined to consume him, 
-without thinking of an event which this same mountain 
witnessed «.wo thousand years after, when from the foot of 
mount Moriah another Innocent, ^greater and better than 
than the «on of Abraham, took up a heavy cross upon hia 
miangled shoulder — the cross on which his adversariec 
nailed him, and bore it up the steep of an opposing moun- 
tain! 

Thus they ascended, "both of them together.'* To A- 
hraham it was a moment of unutterable interest, becauso 
doubtless a moment of unutterable agony. No one will be \ 
lieve that under such circumstances his thoughts could 
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flit from object to object No one will imagine that oa 
the real object of this journey be either y^ould or could 
break slilenee. The patriarch's lips were sealed. Isaacs 
it wou!d seem, was the first to speak. But it must have 
been as the knell of death — as the trump of the last judg* 
jnent-^n the ear of Abraham, when the unsuspecting vic- 
tim thus saluted him:-— ^^My father, behold the fire and the 
wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?" *<Jod 
will provide himself a lamb," was all the father^s answer. 
Tt was all that he could say ; and it speaks a volume. Isaat 
was himself the iamb for the burnt'ofTering; and how 
eould the tongue of any parent utter It! 

But the moment was now come when the secret which 
kad laboured in the breast of Abrahan^) must necessariij 
be divulged. You see them reach the spot that God had 
designated; a rude altar of stones is speedily constructed; 
the wood is laid in order; and nothing now remains but 
to consummate the sacrifice. Again no doubt the inquir* 
ing eye of Isaac is cast around in quest of the burnt-offer- 
ing. But it is speedily made known to him that he is him- 
self to be the victim. In what language this intelligence 
was communicated, with what emotions of surprise, of 
terror, of horror, it was received, we pretend not even to 
imagine. Wc know how natural is the love of life to all 
men; especially to those who arc in the springtide of their 
lives, and in highly prosperous circumstances. We know 
that sudden death can never make its approaches under 
any other guise than iliat of the king of terrors. Nor 
would it have been strange if such a feeling had prompted 
tlie most determined resistance to the ?iccomplishment of 
Abraham's now declared intention. That Isaac should 
have wept, should have entreated, should have argued, 
should have attempted every mt^au of deliverance from 



auch a death, would be expected by evety one, could 
be censured by nO one. But by the son of Abrahand 
fiiich means Deed not be used. He tvas by no means in 
his childhood when these things were transacted. He had 
already attained his thirtieth year. And how could that 
weak, that wasted old man, whose life now numbered ond 
hundred and thirty years-— how could he have enforced 
obedience to his will, if the slightest resistance had beeri 
determined on? In the full vigour of youth, how could the 
^Id man, feeble as the grasshopper, have coped with mck 
^energies when exerted for existence? Swift-footed as the 
roe, how could the step of age overt£|ke him, had he cho*' 
Ben to escape? 

We celebrate not alone, then, the faith of Abraham* 
We here erect the menioriah of oar homage to a son 
worthy a parent who was the progenitor of nation»-Mind 
well named "the friend of God." The God of Abrethart 
was the God of Isaac too. Early in life the patriarch had 
tiaught this son of his old age to lisp hia Creator^s name. 
The instructions and example of so good a parent had ex- 
iercised due influence over the heart of such a sot)« Rev-* 
erence for the Most High and devotion to his will had 
grown with Isaac's growth. And now, when his princi* 
pies were put to a proof more trying than ever crowned 
martyr with the meed of victory, it was the privilege and 
blessedness of the patriarch to find, that the pains he had 
taken were not bestowed in vain. Did ever son display 
(Such confidence in the integrity and discretiori of any earth* 
ly parent! ^or Isaac it would seem had no security for the 
lawfulness or necessity of the demanded sacrifice, but as he 
rested on the truth and sound discretion of the parent 
whom he loved. ' titpw great must have been his affection 



■id dsrattoa to tltat'itamit, u well as to Mm who Wtf 
.\- tbeir comnm hope, let all the '^cncumstaoceg of this caui 
^MlMtt> An< let the clrcaDOsfaiice bear home upoD the 
heart tf mmrj panot vho prii^ the coafideiice and aU 
tMhment of his child. That integrity must be chaioej 
tollieetetBaltiUroDe; the child ,wboin yoa love must know 
-4lMNa Jon wonhip, moit read lathe general tenor o(yoat 
life the pledge of jovr ditcretion and of your good inten. 
. tioiii, for Ibej Der«r caa eonfide fa an hour of peril and 4 
'''^daiknen to a gnidBDce wbich affi>rds them a less certato 
pledge of tafe^. 13>(rfbiDg ander heaven so hallows ho- 
■oancfaaiactertiiotbiiigfbcertyiilj^, because nothing so de* 
■eiredlf, enltiti all bumaB confidence, as the unquestioaed 
; «l^6itk|t)of ■■<AKlifeaiidfeelit)gaBcanspriagfroinnoth' 
rngbntlhefeUomhipefGod. Lafjour character approach 
to that elevated fimplicitj, fliat disinterested kindness, 
VifMt nnffoUied pirity, which binds the allegiance of the na^ 
(ions to the throne of the Eternal. Imitate his excellence 
become faaihar with bis parity, and the heart which yields 
yonr title to the friendship of the Highest, will spontane- 
ously apportion to you of the confidence and reverence 
which none but his friends and imitators can inbeiit. Do 
yon prize then the strong sentiments of filial trust and 
love which Isaac evinced toward his father Abraham} Do 
you prize the respect, the attachment, of your friends^ the 
best wishes of your acquaintance, the veneration of d» 
world! Take lben>the course of Abraham. Let your pi- 
ety be undoubted, your ways without reproach, your mo-' i 
tives above suspicion; and you will have acquired a soli^ 
ity and a lustre for your name which nothing else can 
give it 
VftfvM yoa have a «hiid like. Isaac, aAwtioaate^ deifr 



ted, confiding without measure? Rear up that diild in the 
fear of the Alipighty. Let him imbihe ingenuousness 
from intercourse with the Omniscient; purity and tender- 
Ress and nobleness of spirit from the pattern of all excel- 
lence. He who knows^God can best appreciate the worth 
of all the friends of God ; he whose heart is moulded prop- 
erly toward him, will seldom fail to act an appropriate 
part in all the relations of tiSie son, the friend and citizen. 
In the hour of your prosperity you need not distrust his 
smile. In the hour of your adversity his magnanimity 
will not fail you. In an hour like this which crushed the 
heart of Abraham, you will find every thing to reconcile 
you to the behests of Providence. And in the day of the 
last judgment, when all destinies shall be fixed, when 
all the advantages of education and of fortune shall have- 
perished as a dream, he will bless the wiser care which 
led him to a covert by which he stands shielded from the 
desolations of that hour. 

Such were the tempers to which Isaac had been trained.. 
And such were their fruits when the hour of trial came* 
He questioned not the tenderness or integrity of the par*- 
,ent whose piety he knew, whose hope he inherited. He 
murmured not at the requisition of eternal sovereignty. 
It was God who commanded, and God could do no wrong. 
Under impressions like these he stretched forth his hands. 
His father bound them. He then laid him on the pile^^ 
and reached forth for the knife that was to end this scene 
of agony. And now one single minute and the palpitating 
heart of Isaac would cease its maddening throbs. One 
little minute and the conflicting emotions of an unhappy 
father would give place to the calm of desolated feeling. 
It was a moment consecrated in heaven and on earth to 



499 4WK0N xvia# 

the unparalleled devotion of a parent and a child* Ethe<* 
real spirits sorvey the ways of men; and doubtless had the 
film that dims our mortal sight been brushed from the eye 
of Abraham, looking up as he did before he drew the mor- 
tal stroke, he would have seen the battlements of heaven 
crowned with beings innumerable waiting the catastrophe 
ia breathless expectation. But that catastrophe it was 
not theirs to witness. For there also rested the Eternal 
Father^s eye — there retted the eye of God our Saviour; 
and having evinced before creation the devotion of this 
pair, having justified the honors with which he designed 
to load them, his mandate arrested the intended stroke. 
*^Lay not,'' he said, 'Hhinehand upon the lad; neither do 
thou any thing unto him: fi)r now I know that thou fearest 
Cod, seeing that thou bast not withheld thy son^ thine only 
ion, from me." — We may imagine, but it were fbUj to at- 
tempt a description, of the feelings which agitated this firm 
but hapless pair when the authority that had bound them 
pronounced the unhoped release. There is an agony 
that surpasses the common forms of woe, and mocks the 
expressions to which common woes give birth. We have 
seQii the lip quiver while the tongue refused all utter- 
ance-^we have seen the eyeball roll and stare, while the- 
fires of desperation dried up the tears that should have 
moistened them. We have seen such a being unexpect- 
edly relieved, and placed upon the footing of ordinary 
men. And we have seen his mighty sorrows, as if then 
only brought down to the level of common grief, when noth- 
ing more remained to be apprehended, gush forth fro© 
the eye in deluges of tears, and from the bosom in express- 
ions of the most clamorous sorrow. We have seen these 
things, and we can imagine to ours^ye^ the conduct of A- 
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traham, the conduct of that son, when they first obtained 
deliveranoe from so mighty an oppression. 

Bat the father of the faithful acted with consistency 
whatever were his circumstances. Borne along as he waa 
on the full tide of his joy, straining to his bosom the son for 
whom he had prepared far different destination, he was 
not unmindful of him whose voice he had obeyed to the 
hazard of all be loved — whose voice had now relieved him# 
"A ram caught in a thicket by his horns," arrested Abra- 
ham's attention; a ram "for a burnt offering," of heaven's 
own providing, as he had prophetically but unwittingly 
suggested to his son. "And Abraham," says our narra^ 
tor, "went and took the ram, and offered him up for a 
burnt-offering, in the stead of his son."- Its life went for 
his life — a lamb of heaven's providing. Well might this 
deliverance be commemorated by the patriarch. Well 
might the spot become sacred in his sight. Well might 
he designate it by a prophetic name. Jehovah-jireh, "the 
Lord will provide." It was Jehovah-jireh, "the holy hill 
of Zion;" the spot where afterwards stood the temple of 
Jerusalem; where the solemn services of Israel were per^ 
formed; where innumerable lambs offered up upon the 
altar, shewed forth the substitution of that Lamb of God 
whose life went for our lives, and whom God himself pro- 
vided that the world in him might have peace. It was Je- 
hovah-jireh, the holy hill of Zion, where the nations, re- 
conciled by the Lamb of God's providing, were taught to 
disclaim all confidence in idols, taught to confide in their 
all-sufficient friend, taught to rdjf on the bounty of his 
providence and on the riches of his grace, and to say of alt 
their temporal as well as eternal w^t9; Ji^bovc^h-jirehi 
^the Lord wiU provide."— Amen» 
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t are few neo M tardened in iniqaity aa to cako- 
e widi cerMotf ap<t without emoDon on taking up their 
ideoJieiii hell. Hoirever greedily they may indulge 
. -tg rfltf*"— ! "■■ <** nivtbef an mrely roundtodo it under the 
^mw thst die fruit df tfarir doin^^s shall be esacted ti.i their 
J||h4a. TbM |m aecnt something in the hreast of eve- 
^ inab 1^ prA^ him to cherish the hope that be eltaU 
yet return from foHowing after Tsnities in thse to redeeift 
bis Boal from death. Aqd though there are -very few who 
cannot perceive the fallacy of this expectation to irfat'ioti 
to their fellows, there are fewer still who find the least dtf 
ficulty in admitting it in its most extended application to 
tfiemselves. Had we none other, diis circumstance done 
would afford a striking and irrefragible proof of tin Infat- 
uation consequent op sin. ft fs notorioas that of the ma- 
ny millions who have, in everj age, silenced the moDitioU 
of consdeuce, and calmed the occasional perturbation of 
Aeir minds with these fallacious hopes, Aere are hot com. 
parativety few who haafe been so happy as to realize tiieir 
expectations, while a vast majority have sunk wltiuiut a 
struggle into aU'ttuS bottor nod all that wo« ttielr iniqui.- 
tias deserve*. . 



If we torn our attention to the innumerable multitudes 
that compose the visible church, where alone we are au- 
thorized to look for those who have escaped this dread in- 
fiituation, and where alone we may expect to find an hope 
full of immortality, we shall perceive that even there there 
are not wainting numbers who solace themselves through 
life with a like delusive hope, and at last are made parta- 
kers in a like condemnation. O, how often has the church 
seen men who towered high in the estimation of their feb 
lows, and equally high in their own estimation, against 
'whom the sentence has been issued from the throne, ^^cut 
them down; why cumber they the ground?" How ma^jr 
has she seen who started out with a fair profession, and 
gave gladness :to the hearts of them who wished her well, 
and yet, after a promising course of many years, have 
^turned from the holy commandment," ^^denied the Lord 
^hat botighif; them," and openly, avozoedly, ^^^oried in their ' 
flhamel" How many has she seen earociit, zealous, inde* 
fatigable in their preparation for the world to come, who 
yet have wandered through life among the dark mouii- 
•taine of error, and stumbled, and fallen to rise no moi-ei 

Viewing these things barely in relation to those who 
have been thus deluded, the lesson they a^rd is awful and 
impressive; but when we reflect that we too are in the bo- 
^y, that sooner or later our iwpe also shall^be sifted, and 
that our own most precious interests are suspended by that 
hope, they propound the question with inimitable empha- 
fis toevery son of earth, and where dhab thou be in eternity? — 
^h! where indeed shcdl lie in ettmity? responds the trem- 
bling spirit. If there be so many now cast out from the 
presence and enjoyment of God, who once looked forward 
to the other world with all the serenity of hope; if the 
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Wooi'ierf^ifapaiteey .ft^ b(||^iiP|fbtntet on tfa^ fbrdieftd of 
iramboiB wba seemed to promise much more fitir tbani dof 
«nd if w nntaf bave ^pei;ished for lack iif knowledge'' wtw 
esteemed ihemieWefl wise in thetbihp pertaining untelifi^ 
ah, who can tell whedier "^the l^||lt that is in mm :be;Mi 
darkaessP' whether I also may not torn i aside, .while aif 

l«)pe,*like Hme hypocriter^ » shall feiub U^ . fr.':.. 

jjj^ih is easy for professors of religtonrlo indulge a-Uml of 

feneral hope, and to talkahoui it foe, while they tee JMie~ 

prfbability of its being speedily put totiM^teat, awlwUlB. 

things of eternity are butfidi^y recollected ; Mi;wlkfBi^ 

mse of them becomes deeply impressed- npon the jantdt 

'^*tte importance of the solrject annihilates i|a dMance^ aiH 
•j|be uopterably momentous interests it inirelraiy sriiiie thej 

i'^^tl^der them abore all things anxiously Miil fniorance 
of their salbtyr almost deprive them - of^tbe ho|iE^^ttiafc watdtk 
l|pnrance can ever be obtained> ! Tbe/exifnqrieWdf^pBS^ 
^tical professniilli nf heretics, of apostates, sta rcssli e m m 
the face ; and the known deceitfulness of their own hearts, 
and the power of their corruptions, form an additional bar- 
rier to their wishes. Difficult, however, as it may be to 
arrive at the desired conclusion, the thing is not impossi- 
ble. In the text we find an instance of one who triumph- 
ed in the hope of a joyful immortality, even in an age when 
the way of life and the ministration of the Spirit were Ut- 
ile known, and at a time too when every circumstance ap- 
parently concurred to overthrow the best established con- 
fidence. Compared with his amazing, but most delight- 
ful hope, the unusual complication of his griefs, and the 
unexampled patience with which they were endured,, 
shrink into matters of ordinary note. Our hearts can en- 
ter into all his feelings when We hear him recount his pa^s 
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and losses, or ttotim the still mor^ grievous al^sence of his 
God: we think we can insole nneasure understand his 
meaning when the accents of humble resignation dwell up 
on his lips: but when the strong expressions of his confi- 
dence salute our ear, when in the midst of all his sorrows 
' we hear him cry, in the plenitude of his assurance, "I 
know that my Redeemer liveth,'' we wonder* and adore, 
but dare not think of imitation. O, if, like Job, I knew 
*Hhat my Redeemer liveth,'' says many an heir of heaven, 
. like him I too could be ^^patient in tribulation,'^ and, like 
■^ him, I could rejoice in the prospects of eternity, though 
the "candle" of the Lord did not "shine upon my head.** 
But was not this an extraordinary assurance vouchsafed in 
compliance with an extraordinary case? Or is it possible 
that a common christian may reach such full persuasion 
that his Redeemer liveth? And if it be, what are the al- 
lowed scriptural grounds on which it may be rested? These 
questions are of the utmost moment. They involve the 
peace and prosperity of millions. To prove that full as- 
surance is attainabte, and to point out the ground on which 
it must be built, are the objects Of this discourse. 
I. We are to prove that full assurance is attainable* 
The truth ofthis position will appear from the following 

considerations. 

In the first place: The nature of the dispensation of 

grace admits of full assurance. Were the salvation provi- 
ded for mankind a something entirely disconnected from 
our present state and feelings, there could be no way of our 
obtaining assurance of an interest in it without the inter- 
vention of a revelation immediately from God. On this ac- 
count we find that, however ready people of no religion 
ixjay be to entertain a hope that all either is, or eventually 



•miadk M mwr "b**" ("to ^r Ao^ti that ccfftelat^*: 
iort'lMii r«iot BUT be Mpectsd in tlw ptnent Ufe. )%^ 
BMnnt ef tin real and clow cooiiexton that a^tHaU fa» 
tMM tke cbarch on aarth ud tlw cbarcb is haann, lii^ 
•rtmb Om fMa af a bdUvei's khiI la tfato «oild and iA 
ttettta wU^ ha diril be althMtefy adraacad, a«d W 
. i^eeu tfia ladiTMaal nwiaben that an upon ihi naril 
«Bd ^r glortow bead in beavaB,— tgaafast tt idLtta* 
thfnga, what imfeghiable Crandatlon oaald Ihei^iaira tat * 
the idea that cotifUU tmaxiufi* tit w istaiwt Aemjf^ 

attainable? 

The true slate of A* CalV, however, is very diSerent. 
Instead of beinfkapi todscd kp among the ioecrutable 
purposes of God, 4a bacoofened upott we know not whoi% 
irben the disembodied i^ritt shall appear before tbe 
-ibnmei_Aib aiifkiSoB of wbkb'e sinoer is made partaker 
•ttpfdEsred htj^ bidiridual acceptance in this preseot 
Kfe, and it ii om^ in this lUe Oiatiie can obtain an iatei««t 
ia U. "This comimndineDt," sajv God to the chil- 
. dren of Israd, ^'thU coattaandment, which I coianand 
thee this day, it is not hidden from theci rieitiier ii 
it iar off: it is'not in heaven, that thou sbouMest say, 
who ibaU go up for us to heaven and bring it onto of, 
that we maj hear it, and ds it? neither is it hejood the 
tea, that thou sbouldest saj, who shaJl go over tbe ae* for 
US, and bring it unto us, that we nnay bear it and do it! 
tut the word is very nigh unto ttiee, in thy moad), mi 
in Oiy heart, that thou mayest do it." "That is," wjv fte 
apostle Paul, "the Word of faith which we preach; ■tiiattf 
tima Ehalt confess with thy month the Lord Jesus, and sha}t 
believe in' tirine heart tiiat Ciod batb raised fain ihtm die 



asaiMN nx. SOS 

dead, thau shalt be sayed.^' And that same dispensation 
of grace which puts the issues for eternitj upon our con- 
scious, voluntofry acceptance or rejection of the remedy 
proposed, has likewise made provision for fitting those who 
have believed in Jesus for the full possession land enjoy, 
ment of that inheritance to which they have thus secured 
a title. Now then, if the saved sinner upon earth hold by 
the same title with the triumphant saint in heaven; if 
. God, eveo this world, "put a" marked, an essential "dift 
erence between the clean and the unclean," between bita  
itiat feareth the Lord, and him that feareth him not; and 
if these be things about which a man's own mind and 
heart must be contersant, so that they fall directly with« 
in the compass offals observation; it clearly follows that 
the nature of the dispensation of grace, so for from milita- 
ting against the possibility of full assurance not only allows 
complete room for it» existence^ but in foct affords a strong 
presumption in its favour. 

In the second place: The scriptures teach us that it if 
attainable. The first epistle of John is full and explicit in 
its testimony to this truth. ^^Hereby v)e. know that we 
are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him* 
For if our heart condemn us, God is greater thuiout 
heart, and knowetn^tt things. Beloved, if our heart con- 
demn us not, then have we confidence towards God. And 
whatsoever we ask w^ receive of him, because we keep hi9 
commandments, and do those things which are pleasing ia 
his sight. — And he that keqteth his commandmenii dwdleth 
m him and Ae in kim: and hereby Toeknow that he abideth 
in us by the spirit which he hath given us." And in tht 
last chapter of that same epistle, having descanted at some 
length on brotherly love, tiie obedience of foitb, the testi- 
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monj of the Spirit, and union with the Lord Jesus, under 
the special idea that they are marks and essential properties 
of the new nature, the cipostlc winds up the whole with this 
declaration, ^Hhese things have I written unto you that be- 
lieve on the name of the Son of God, that ye may knew that 
ye have eternal life." 

The apostle Peter likewise gives testimony in favour of 
thb doctrine. "Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts," 
gays he, in the third chapter of his first epistle; .^'and be 
ready always to give an answer to every man that asketb 
you a reason of the hope that is in you/' And, again, ia 
the first chapter of his second epistle, he exhorts believers 
to "give diligence to make their calling and election sure: 
for if ye do these things," says he, "ye shall never fall." 
The apostle could not mean that they should give dili- 
gence to bring about the fact of their calling and election ; 
for, passing by the circumstance that he was writing to 
^'brethren," "to them who had obtained like precious faith'' 
\vith himself, it is evident that their "calling and election'* 
must necessarily precede the exertion of any diligence at 
all; and as both these flow immediately out of the good 
pleasure of God, it would be talking nonsense to make 
them the subjects of human exertion. If therefore the a- 
postle mean any thing at all he must mean that christian 
professors should labour to assure themselves of the fact 
that they are indeed the diosen and called of God: and 
the reason he subjoins for giving this exhortation accords 
exactly with our view of the exhortation itself. It is that 
by thus giving diligence, "an entrance shall be administer-' 
ed unto them abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

The apostle Paul holds up the doctrine of assurance as 
a motive to perseverance in good works* Having com- 



jnended thebelieving Hebrews on account of their "labour 
of love" and "ministering to the saints," he proceeds to ex- 
press his "desire that every one of them would shew the same 
diligence to the full assitrance of hope unto the end." And 
he rests ^he consolitary doctrine on the immutability of 
God, thereby shewing them that there was not a possibility 
of their being deceived or disappointed from that quarter* 
"God," says he, "willing more abundantly to shew unto 
the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, con- 
firmed it by an oath; that by two immutable things, ia 
which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have » •- 
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge, to lay bold 
upon the hope set before us." 

Bat there were no end of quoting passages of scripture 
in proof of our position. They abound in every part of it ; 
and especially among the doctrinal and devotional parts^ 
we can hardly find a chapter or a page in which the doc- 
trine is not explicitly recognized ; or something taught 
that evidently rests upon the assumption of it. 

In the third place: Many of God's people have actually 
attained to full assurance. 

We have already mentioned the instance afforded in 

our text. Let us view it a little more closely. Job has 

been celebrated all the world over on account of his ad* 

mirable display of patience. That patience ifesulted fronfi 

iinusual, and we may add, unshaken confidence. He lived 

in an age when there were but few who professed obedience 

to the true God; ^nd fewer still who had not corrupted 

bis worship, and joined with it the worship of their idolAc 

During this long and comparatively dark period, we find 

that God was usually pleased to distinguish the few wh<> 

W;^re "witoesges for him that he is God,'' with an unusual 
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iegree of aatwai4 prosperity; thereby testifyine t* ttt 

ttliMb and eonicienoeft of men, ia tfieiie fiiTonraMe Uh 

pentatiodi oJFhit providence, that hts^* lervice mi art 

#ith6at.itf reward, and that "the liiireral^ the golff^ 

and ^kattie oa a thopsand hUb'^ were his. And in dDU% ' 

Ihii he acted ap to the principle loiig aflerwardiefepi^ii- 

«d in his word, ^hem that honoar «ie I will henmin^ 

This fact appears to liave been eo eontinion, anrd so giMMk>^ 

. andly reeogaiBed, that to it we faiay witb little disM w 
j|Mk« ihe principle npom whidi ntap Ibanded th#rMB|^ 

y^^fill^ of the real chKraeter of any ef^heir felhyws, %taft 
v!^Nke tide of their prosperity was tamed, and 'tike cOnrfent^ 
providence appeared to be s^ against Hhmu ■", *^T»4iliitcb 
#f the Mints wilt flioa tomr said £li|^iasr1» tUbailiebd 
man**': - - '■ -■  . r^Wj^}}' * .•" 

• Job was among that Httte band ^ho^iaMliirtM'ii'J '^N^ 
Jehovah fliat be is God. And as he dMpHlhy liaaaadsd 
ail consequences in behalf of that trath which was the lUb 
and consolation of his own soul, God would not snffer him 
to be a loser, even in the profits and honors of this pre- 
'Sent world. Sons and daughters grew up before him; Be^ 
vants and cattle^ and every thing that constituted eastern 
wealth were bestowed upon him in almost unparallded a* 
bundance; "so that this man,*' says his historian, "was the 
greatest of all the men of the east." Favored with this a- 
bundance, he did not "wax fat and kick against the Lord^'* 
"his way he kept, and did not decline. Neither did be go 
back from the commandment of his lips." As in wealthy 
so likewise in honor and in happiness he abounded. Hear 
his own account. "His candle shone upon my head, and 
by hb light I walked through darkness ;^--the secret of 
God wa# upon my taberaacle; tbQ Almighty was witbne, 
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my children were about me; I washed my steps with but- 
ter, and the rock poured me out rivers of oil. Wheot I 
meut out to the gate, through the city, when I prepared 
my seat in the street, the young men saw me and hid them- 
selves; and the aged arose and stood up. The princes re- 
frained talking, and laid their hand on their mouth. The 
Bobles held their peace, and their tongue cleaved to the 
roof of their mouth. When the ear heard me, then it 
blessed me; and when the eye saw me, it (:ave witness to 
me: because I delivered the poor that cried, and the fa- 
tiierless, and him that had none to help him. The blest- 
ing of him that was ready to perish came upon me: and 
I caused the widow^s heart ta tiing for joy. I put on right- 
eousness, and it clothed me: my judgment was as a robe 
and a diadem." When we reflect upon the character of 
this uncommon personage, and call to mind what were u*' 
«ually, of that periodj Hbe ways of God with man," we are 
ready to conclude that the sun of his prosperity would 
never have gone down; but that his "path, like that of the 
just, would shine brighter and brighter, unto the perfect 
day." And so Job likewise thought. And so his friends 
expected. But at that moment when the tide of his pros- 
perity ran highest; when he was rejoicing in the goodness 
of Almighty God bestowed upon himself, and soliciting 
that the blessing might descend upon thein whose inter-" 
' ests lay nearest to bis heart, at that vety moment sudden 
^destruction came upon him like a whirlwind," swept off 
in an instant his vast accumulations, 

'^And, like the baseless fabric of a visioni 
^*Lefl not a wreck behind." 

His numerous herds became the prey of robber?; his flocks 
w'ere consumed by lightning from heaven; his servants 
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fcutcbardcl with the firord of the invader; hk childrei% flMh 
t^fde and hope aod consolatioii of his age, mnittenat once 
in the midst of their fetftivitj, and hurried togedier inti 
the eternal world; himself covered with a loaUri om e aad 
tdrmentiiig disease from the crown of hb bead to the soil 
«>f his ib^t; his wife, the friend of bis 70uth,.the conqpaa* 
ion of his prosperous days, turned advocate for the arch 
fiend ci hell, and lab&uring to accomplish his 
the sljr suggestion, the invidiou vb^^* the cultlBg 
'Hhe finger of pointed scorn,'' the lood opprobmoa ka^ 
Ae common, and the only homage, to his yirtdeay. thoie vfit 
yj friends, than me* of Oodj whp came to comhr^lm^ 
joined to suspect, to accuse^, to prove, to tmMknm him as 
an hjpocrite;\9nd to fill up the measure JolM^fpeA, iha 
light of that countenance which gives peace.antf joj tothe 
«fiiicted was withdrawn ; and to sense and veaaea aad es» 
perlen^e he was left apparently without '^ friend and Widb* 
•out a comforter in all the univertse of God. 

We attempt not to display the difficulties of believing in 
^uch a Aate as this. The case speaks louder for itself 
than language can speak for it. Suffice it to observe, that 
in that age of darkness^ in the midst of these unparalleled 
afflictions, this deserted^ this holy, this wonderous man of 
God, ^'held fast bis integrity/^ nor gave up |br a moment 
the assured confidence that his '^Redeemer livetb.^ 

In passing down through succeeding ages we meet with 
prophets and apostles who placed their reliance on the 
same Redeemer, and were animated by the same exhiler* 
iting hope. "Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures" of the whole world, they — 
^endured, as seeing him who is invisible." Threats and 
jpromises were alike incnbctual^o tempt them to keep back 



br mutilate tbe trdth. Sttme of them *^were torturedk 
not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a bet* 
ter resurrection: and others had trial of cruel .mockings 
and scourgings; yea, moreover, of bonds and imprisotV' 
ment: they were stoned, were sawn asunder, were tempt- 
ed, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in 
sheep ^ius and goat skins; being destitute, afflicted, tor* 
mented." If we inquire how it was that they were stim* 
ttlated to face such sufferings, we kre told that they ^^knem 
in whom they had believed," "rejoiced in hope of the glo- 
ry of God," and were "persuaded that neither death, not 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor a* . 
nj other creature, should be able to separate them from 
the love of God.** 

Nor is it only among scriptural characters, and persons . 
who held exalted stations in the church, that w« are to 
look for full assurance. In every age and in every coun- 
try where the gospel of God'« salvation has resounded, 
there have been multitudes of all descriptions, and of ei^r 
sex, who rejoiced in a« hope full of immortality, and began 
to "sing the songs of Zion" even "in a strange land." This 
hope has often cheered the haunts of poverty; and shed 9 
brightness and a glory upon the most trying dispensations.- 
Supported by this, the children of God have manfuHy sus- 
tained the agonizing pangs of death ; and while all that 
could rend the heart was combined with all that could tor- 
tare the enfeebled frame, with serenity, with ecstasy^ they 
have hailed the king of terrors, and received his message 
as a mandate from the skies. Supported by this, the host 
•f blessed martyrs, "lovingnot their lives unto the death," 
have' borne unvarying and unceasing testimopj t# the 



trathf of God; and, hariiog defiance in the teeth, and 
speaking terror to the hearts of their judges and accusers^ 
have inagnanimousi J braved the gibbet and the racl^ and 
shouted allelniah's amid the flames. 

IL The grwmds on which a scriptural assurance rests ii 
file next subject of consideration. 

At the head of these may be placed the conseions ever* 
else of that living iaith which spurns the thought of any 
deliverance short of Oo(r$ salvation; and cleaves afiec^ 
tionately,— firmly,— n$o/e/y to the Lord Jesus as righteous^ 
Hess and strength. Here is a point in which all ehristiani 
agree, and in which none but christtaiis can agree. Maa 
as be came out of the hands of his Creator had iminediate 
access to the throne of God. He needed no Mediator, 
and he knew of none. Fallen as he is from hotiness and 
happiness, he still knows nothing of a Mediator, unless the 
Spirit of God convince his understanding, change the 
whole tendencies of his soul, and "preach nnto him Jesus." 
In him there is salvation for the chief of sinners, and the 
word of truth declares that "there is none other name un- 
der heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.'* 
He has brought in an everlasting righteousness, in which 
the scrutiny of omniscience can discover nothing lack- 
ing; and the most aggravated trangressions of tlie most 
incorrigible sinners are lighter than vanity when put in 
balance with the atonement of his blood. This salvation, 
so rich, so free, so absolutely necessary, is proffered to ev- 
ery son of earth to whom the gospel comes. We are told 
for our encouragement that Jesus had ho other errand in- 
to this world than "to seek and to save that which was 
lost:'' that the most guilty, the most fearful, need notani 
ought not entertain a doubt about his personal acceptance, 
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j^iroTided be is only willing to eome; beca^Be ^Uhe Son of 
knan came i(ot to call the Hghteoos but sinners to repeDt^ 
ance,'^ the vilest^ the most miserable Ginners,— the viler 
ftfid more misektible they are, just so much the more com- 
jpletely do they accord with the object of bis mission* I» 
Tit&ticms are heaped «pon invitations, entreaties upon en^ 
Ireaties* ^ome unto me all ye that labour and are hea« 
vy laden, and / wiH give you rest:" — 'Hhe spirit and the 
bride say, come: and let him that heareth say, come: and 
let him that is athirst come : and whosoever willj^ however 
vile his person, however aggravated his offences, however 
bopetess his condition, however destitute he may think 
himself of faith, if he tmly be Toilling^ let him come^ ^'and 
take the water of Kfe freely." On declarations such at 
these is foanded the sinner's warrant, — -every sinner* s war*' 
rant^ to accept the great salvation; and they are backedl 
by the most solemn assurances of him who is ^^faithful and 
true," that **him that cometh" be "will in no wise cast out.'^ 
Would we know then what is our state? what are our 
prospects for etemityt The whole concern is resolvabl^r 
into this single, simple question, </o we ordowenot rest ott 
the Lord Jesus as he is offered in the gospel? If we have 
been convinced that only ^4n Jesas there is redemption^ 
through bis blood;" if we have flown or now fly to him af 
our covert from the storm; if our souls abhor that hope 
which rests on any other bottom, and are made willing to 
receive grace on grace's tersis; if in the secret chamber 
where no ^ye beholds or ear hears but the eye and ear of 
God, we can make our appeal to him, thou God knowes( 
t\M the desire of my heart is to be found in Jesus, and 
that mine hope is fixed on him for light, for parity, for life; 

Md if when u&bieUef i49«f iml*9^uggl^a in the bosom, we 
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«aB huDeut lieim hfan tM it ftbcmndi iM> mMbf flee^ . 
Iiim to gi?e. deference from-it, and in tbe Tety teeth of 
Mr doabfingi and waFeringt itill plead the iiiUneM abd 
freeiieM4tfliiB grace; if we can aMore eoneWes oftheia 
tbingpy then we know that we are belieTers in his Sen) loid 
if tiiere be any bowela of oompaflsion in God, if any Tit- 
toe in' tbe blood of Jewui if any truth in the dedamtioni 
of bis word, we may alto kaom tliat to ub, even A>.itf»: ihall 
be perforqftedr the great and gracioot thingi whidihehath 

' ^fnNniBedr--*-'*^^'' 

' ''"^ Many oT God's most precions and most appioren chiK 
dren Imve looked back daring the comse of 4 long and 
nsefiil life on their very first reception of ttia^LoitlJesaik 
as their ionost stable groiind of assurance; and ivhllei streich- 
ed on the bed of death, have deriTed from it a dqpee of 
ecplbrt And deamea about their state befim^ God ^AAA 
they sought in yidn from ai\y other quartan ' 

In the second place: Where the gospel of Jesus hsi 
been received in the love of it, tbe appropriate effects will 
fellow. It is not possible that it ever should be revealed 
in the heart of a sinner without ^Heaching him to deny un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteouse 
)y and godly in this present world.^' The scripture^ 
therefore, lay it down as a position not to be called in quesi- 
tion, that they who are appointed to salvation are ^'chosen 

through sanctification of the spirit," as well ais **be« 

lief of the truth ;" and consequently, that "every man ttot 
bath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as Christ is 
pure." "If any man," say they, *yf any man be in Christ 
he is a new creature : old things are passed away ; behold 
all things are become new:" "Let not sin reign in your 
mortal body, that y^ shoald obey^it i|i the lusto theireof; 






Aeither yield ye your members as iastrument^* of unright- 
eousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those 
that are alive from the dead, and your members as instru- 
ments of righteousness unto God. Know ye not that to 

whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye 
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of o- 
bedience unto righteousness?^' This distinction has a foun- 
dation in the very nature of things. Sin is the proper el- 
ement of corrupted man. His views, his affections, his 
faculties, are fitted only for the servitude of sin. His "cai** 
nal mind is enmity against God;" and the very notion ot 
such enmity involves in it the idea of all that can oppose 
his authority, his purity, his justice, his love, apd every 
attribute that constitutes the glory of his nature, and 
insures the blessedness of them that behold his face in in- 
nocence. A salvation, therefore, which freed him from th^ 
guilt and punishment of sin, while it left him still under 
its reigning power, would not deserve that name* To 
such an one the love, the peace, the purity, the alleluiahs 
of heaven would be hateful and horrible as the punish- 
ments of hell. God deals not thus with his miserable crear 
tures. If he causes them to ^'see good,'' hie fits them to 
enjoy it; if he extends his pardons and his favours, it must 
be done in such a way as shall leave the glory of his holi* 
ness unsullied. But how could a pure and holy God ad* 
4D0it into his presence and communion a creature in whom 
the power of sin remained, and forever should remain, un- 
broken? The. thing speaks for itself: it is absurd: it is iDr> 
possible. A change there mtist 6e, a complete^ a radical 
change, on every soul of man who is made a child of God. 
and an heir of the glory that shall be revealed. And it ii 

•nly on the certainty, ihs absolute artainty of du^h a $han|;<i 

Pp 
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that a sinner is authorized to found complete aBSurancc of 
hia safety. When the regenerating Spirit comes, he alteri 
the state of the nfiectiona toward God. There the disof. 
der of the soul commejjced, there must be the commencer 
ment of the cure. "My son, give me thine heart," is tho 
requisition of the scriptures. Unless this be complied 
with, it is vain to think of heaven. The heart,- — the heart \i 
Uie primary object of attention, "for out of i( are the issue* 
of life." Where that is right wilh God, corruption formt 
Ho barrier to assurance, for none can yield him the hom- 
age of the heart but he who has been "transformed by llie 
renewing of his mind." Wherever that has been effected, , 
the soul Is brought back from all its wanderings arid made 
to fix on God as the centre of its happiness. In him H 
"the perfection of beauty," which, while the eye of lailb 
discerns, the heart most cordially approves. In conformi- 
ty to his image it places the perfection of its nature; and 
in Ihe light of his countenance the treasures of its joy." 
**Caating down imaginationt, and every high thing- that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing 
IntoxAptiYity every thought to ttie obedience of GhriBt," 
it sees, acknowledges, j^/> it to be most juit that be alone 
■hould sway die sceptre "whose right it is to reigtu" 

It is phiiu that where such a change has taken phce is 
the afiectioDs, there nuist result a total change of condaeb 
The heart which loves a pare and holy Crod, will abcy love 
tiie parity and holiness of hh comtnandments. "O, bow 
I love thy law," sayj one who wag thus renewed, "it ifl Bay 
meditation all the day." Obedience to his precepta wiD 
nidrefore be the prompt and cheerful obedience of lAe keart't 
not that coM, unwilling, intemted thing which the natunt 
Mui work* oat ID the hittMneH of hii.Bptri^ *bA ^eaes* 



tb God as an austere oppressive being, rigorously exacting 
m hateful ^nd hated service. Cordial devotion to his ser- 
vice, acquiescence in his dispensations, affection for his 
people, and attention to his worship, will not only appear 
most reasonable in themselves, but will, in fact, be main- 
tained and cherished as both natural and pleasing to the 
renewed mind. And, in* a word, "whatsoever things are 
true, and honest, and just, and pure, and lovely, and of 
good report," will be thought of, approven, practised, as 
most consonant with the gracious habits of the soul; and 
while it finds in the exercise of these things its proper ele- 
ments, it yields them up In prompt and grateful homage to 
the authority of him who is its all in, all. We do not pre- 
tend to say that a regenerate man is freed from the com- 
inission of sin so long as he remains in the body. To this 
no man living can lay claim. The very befit find a "law 
in their membersi warring against the law of their mind 
and brii>ging them into captivity to the law of sin/' In^ 
iquities will, therefore, very frequently prevail against 
them; too often wiU they be prompted to lay up treasures 
upon earth; and, notwithstanding all their care, and all 
their circumspection, the most spiritual of their services 
will be tainted with corruption. But "the hidden man of 
the heart" has nothing to do in these things. He hates, 
he prays, he struggles, he obtests against them; and while 
abashed at their frequent success, resisting with constan- 
cy all their efforts, and aspiring afler conformity to the 
image of his Maker, he sighs for the coming of that happy, 
iiappy hour, when "death shall be swallowed up in victory." 
Perfection of graces is not necessary to the ascertaining 
their reality. And no precise measure of attainment can 
'^ 9hould be set in order to eur forming an assured judg- 
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tncDtofa eaft coiii31tion. If their existence be certainly 
known, that is all we need. Weak indeed they may beat 
first; often obscured by the prcvaleuce of corruption, and ; 
unceasingly opposed J)y the arts of satan; but if they bo 
really there, they will at limes Btrongly manifest them- [ 
selves: and though their highly favored possessor may oP 
ten go mourning, and stumble, and fall into the depths, 
yet in the faith and by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
lie shall still press forward, "going on from strength to 
Etreii^th, till at last he appear before God in Zion." 

We will find nothing lilte this in the character of the 
carnal man. His heart never expands with a sentiment 
of love to God; his conduct is never marked with a single 
instance of acceptable worship or obedience. The high- 
est encomiums he bestows upon the fr^mer of hia spirit are 
but the clTusJonE of hypocrisy; or if here ally speak the 
■entiments of his mind, it is incense oSered to the idol of 
his own imagination. He does not, — he cannot love the 
JehoTah of this bible. If he indeed pretend to such a 
thing, he offers violence to truth, and flings out calumnf 

against the King of Heaven Se/jTis the deity he wor* 

ehips; and to the aggrandizement ofselfhit thoughts and 
actions are exclusively directed. Take the most promise 
ing instance you can find: pass by the choice spirits of phi- 
losophy, who are ever venting the virulence of their ennu. 
fy against the cross of Christ, in precious anthems on the 
charms of virtue and the dignity of man; pass by your gen- 
eroas, upright, "moral character," whose conduct none 
impeaches, and who vaunts a disposition to make eveiy 
body Iiappy; pass by your wily, calculating professor of 
religion, who says a great many good things, and performa 
a great maoy good actions, oulj to immc^ate them npoa 



ihe altar of his vanity, or convert them into passports td 
the treasury of mammon; pass by all these and pitch upon 
the man who^ee/^ that he is a guilty miserable sinner, who 
does look forward to death and eternity, and \^ho is t*i 
earnest in his preparation for the judgment to come. His 
sighs, his prayers, his strugglings, his good works, give 
him a claim upon our attention, and speak to the coih^ 
science of every candidate for heaven. Yet even in this 
most promising, — pitiable plight of the unregenerate man, 
we shall find thvLt self is the origin, self ihe end of all his 
actions; and that even when 'Hhe arrows of the Almighty 
are drinking up his spirit,^' he will say to his own arm, thou 
art my deliverer; and in the unbelief and pride and sel^ 
sufficiency of his heart, turn with abhorence from the rem- 
edy of God. And what is there really excellent, what 
that looks like heaven, in all this? What is there like con- 
formity to the image of God, what like love to his com- 
mandments in the unnatural and forced obedience of thenfl 
who have nothing but the fear of hell before their eyes, 
and whom the lash of conscience, not *^the love of Christ 
constrainethf Tlieir ^root^ their ^^roof^ is ^'rottenness," 
no wonder that their "blossom" should go up as "dust.'' 
A man may "speak with the tongues of angels," he may 
^^understand all mysteries, and all knowledge," he may 
**have faith to remove mountains," and "bestow all hii 
goods to feed the poor," nay, he may "give his body to be 
burned," and after aH, if he "have not charity," ithis heart 
be not right with God, these things shall only serve iff 
heighten the horrors of his hell. 

The "trees of righteousness" are "the planting of Jcho^ 
Tah." "He is a rock, his work is perfect." Every thing 
^bout it prociaimait to foe perfect. And we have bisowa 
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iu»afane# that in wbomioever %6 haih begfm a goal 
ynAf^' he ^^irill perform' it until the day of Jesos Cbridt,^ 
prace and gloiy are therefore^ intioiatelj connected* 
lVher0 the former it not found, there cannot be a shadow 
of title to the latter. But where ttie Spirit of God has ef* 
Actually opjNrat^ to the bringing from darknjpss into ligb^ 
tnd from the bondage of satan ^int(> the glorious libert/ of 
fhie children of God,'' there we are compelled U> acknowl- 
edge the beginnings of that life which he will carrji: on till 
jit be perfected in glory everlasting. The ahemative, 
then, U short and simple : ^4f we liye aft^r ihe flesh we 
fhall die,'' but if God, by bis enlivening and illaminatii^ 
Spirit is fitting us for glory, gbfry jahaUbe nur portion. 

In the third place: ^^The Spirit himself bc»reth witness 
fwitb our spirits that we are the children of God." It is § 
truth of the utmost importance, and most clearly taught ia 
scripture, that ttie Holy Spirit dwells in the heart afewerf. 
fj believer, from the moment in which they are ^elive^ ' 
ed from the power of darkness, and translated into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son;" and that while he is God's 
eeal, whereby they are marked, — set apart, — distinguisl^ 
cd, as his peculiar property, he is to them "the earnest,"— 
the/^/ed^e, of the heavenly inheritance, into the possession 
of which God thereby binds himself in due time to intro^ 
duce them. "Hereby we know that God abideth in us, 
hy the spirit which he hath given us." And again: "Be- 
cause ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spint of his Sod 
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore, thou 
art no more a servant, but a son, and if a son, then heir of 
God through Christ." And to set this matter beyond ths 
possibility of cavilling or doubt, we are told in the most ex- 
.j^licitand universal terjqfis, that "if ai^yjuidnbave n<rftb^ 
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Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.'* The testimony of the 
Spirit consists either in discovering to the people of Cioi 
his own gracious operations upon their hearts, and there« 
by assuring them that ''the Spirit of gkry and of God rest« 
eth upon" them; or in lifting the soul abovfe the consid* 
eration of marks and characters into sweet and immediate 
communion with God himself^ so that they feel and are 
persuaded of their interest in his favour without the aid 
of rational deduction* 

Christian experience and the word of God alike bear 
witness that a high degree of grace may subsist in the 
heart of a sinner, and yet the soul be so harrassed with 
fear, or blinded by the arts and influence of satan, that it 
cannot with certainty lay the finger on any one mark of a 
gracious state, and say that of a surety t}iat mark belongs 
to it. But when the Holy Spirit has a mind to convince 
a person of the truth and efficacy of bis workmanship, he 
shines into the heart with his own native light, and, dispel- 
ling the gloom in which it was enveloped, discovers to 
him clearly the state of his affections, and ascertains be- 
yond all contradiction the nature, origin and motives of 
his conduct; and then he opens up the scriptures, enables him 
V to apprehend the spirit of his word, and m&kes application 
of the principles and characters there laid down to what 
he feels within. And thus having caused him to see in his 
own heart a clear and indisputable transcript of these 
things, he bears in upon the sou}, with irresistable evidence, 
the comfortable, exhilerating truth that i^ also is ^'his work- 
manship, created in Christ Jesus." 

But in mentioning the testimony afforded by the 
Spirit, we have reference principally to that neamesM 
<yf access to the throne of God, that sensible eommuniett 










J|90 i MMmin xn& 



9iith liiffi, which, fojriike time^U paramoont to all the tir- 

ieoea of character, and almost superBedes the exercise of 

iaitlu It is onlj on particular oc<^ions that this species 

^ of evidence is voochsafed to christians. ^'The life which 

W ihey life in the flesh is'' empliafically stiled ^^ life of fiiith f 
and it accoidfr neither with the general designs of God| 
nor with the best interests of their own souls, that |t should 
be any other than a life of faith* But in the experlencs 
of every christian there are times, (and they who are moil 
exercised to ^godliness are usually fitvored with the moit 
frequent returns of them) when the Holy Spirit, supprew- 
ing all the motions of corruption, and etrery thing that 
jcould mar their satisfaction, bears them op '^by the new 
and living way,'' jscoA sets them as it were in the imnedi* 
ate presence of theit God* They see him! tk^ ne him oi 

/ Adr reconciled Father^ and while the effulgence of his coun- 

tenance beama upon their spirits, their bosoms thrill with 
the joys of immortality. O, who c^n suspect that he is 
involved in darkness while the light of life irradiates his 
«oul! Who can question an interest in his favour wbea 
the veil is drawn aside from the everlasting throne, when 
God himself speaks peace to the conscience and fills the 
bosom with the ecstasies of heaven! Darkness and doubt- 
ings there may have been before, darkness and doubtinga 
may again succeed, but while the Spirit of Jehovah thus 
bears the soul aloft, darkness and doubtings and faith it- 
self are swallowed up in certitude and bliss. 

"Happy is that" man "that is in such a case" as this; 
*^ea, happy is that" man "whose God is Jehovah." 

This subject teaches us the necessity of self-examina- 
tion. He is a poor christian, he is no christian at all^ who 
4oes not bestow (owe portion of bis attention on the ex* 
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amination of his heart. Has God taken pains, to inters 
sperse the distinguishing marks and characters of the new 
nature throughout almost every page of his hible, and yet 
will any of his children he Utterly negligent in bringing 
them to bear upon their own hearts! Impossible! How 
can we conceive that a person should have his affections 
and hopes centered in the heavenly inheritance, and yet 
never feel anxious to ascertain his claim! How can he be 
in earnest in preparing for eternity, whose bosom nevec 
heaved with strong emotion, whose heart never bounded 
in unusual palpitation when he h^ard the characters that 
fix his state! Jesus himself hath given judgmenf on thia 
matter, and we rest in his decision. "Every one that doeth 
evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his 
deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth com^ 
eth to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest that 
they are wrought in God." O, how many professors have 
deceived themselves on this point to the ruin of their souls I 
Contented with a general profession of religion, slightly 
attending to a trivial round of duties, and conforting them- 
selves with the thought that they were as good as any of 
their neighbours, they have went on from day to day, and 
year to year, without so much as once examining the situ- 
ation of the heart: They knew not what it is to groan be- 
neath the burden of the body of death; never suspected 
the deceitfulness of their hearts, nor gave themselves the 
trouble to probe them to the core. "They knew indeed that 
they were sinners, miserable sinners; but they could ac- 
4Xuse themselves of nothing very faulty, — nothing which 
might not readily be expected, considering the weakness 
of our common nature; we are not to look for perfection 
in thi3 life; they iixpected all was well; felt a liking to 
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lieaTeD,and hoped to be adimitted;^' Indnei^kni9^pf» 
eared tolaiam^ the foandatioD' qf their hope: oiuZ <a /cu#, wheo 
^ their r iBorta^ course was ran, laid tf^emselves down in de- 
ceitful quietude, dre|t4aing of heaven and heaven^s hap]^ 
_ ^ 3ft ness, and awoke to the terrors and anguish of the damned ( 
i7-.<^ Hearer of the gospel, what is the foundation of <i^ Iwget 
*^'*y^^- —-. O, my soul^ what is the foundation of thy hope! In a 
"ilk >Bt^. 1^^9 — ^ ^ ^^T kittle time must thou leave this hfd>ita* 
tion: — ah, who can tell whether it shall he to shout thy ^. 
leluiahs amid the choirs of heaven, or blaspheme thy lb* 
ker in the gulphs below!— O, eternity,— etcmityr* 
,v eternity! who can be contented with a general hope| 

when eternity is suspended by the feeble ihreadi Search^ 
my brother, search and try. Thou can'st neyer be Um^ 
% X ^^^ >ore^ If thy soul be buoyed up by a fiillf/cipps: hope, 
*'- *i^^ death and destruction follow in its footsteps* ^How i| 
-JT^' the accepted time; now is the day of salvation; wp thea 
let us be ^assured in whom we have belieyedi? and hap* 
piness and heaven axe ours» 

In the second place: the truth we have been consider-^ 
ing gives' every one encouragement to aim at full assur* 
ance. It is too commom^ even among thosse who are chris* 
tians indeed, to refer this precious attainment to a Tew of 
God^s chosen ones, who stand high in the estimation of hia^ 
church, without so much as thinking that themsevles are 
privileged to expect it. This is an unhappy mistake* 
It great^ indisposes for diligent exertion; and takes away 
much from tranquillity of mind. God debars none of his 
people from aiming at full assurance* He exhorts, been* 
courages every one to seek it; and points out to them thi 
way in which it* may be obtained. O, why are there so 
few to obey the heavenly admonition I What heart would 



Hot bound, at the jojful assurance that its peace was made 
with God ! Who dare deny that there is a double sweet- 
ness even in temporal enjoyments, when we know them to 
be the gifts of covenanted love? Or when visited with the 
rod of chastisement, when God withdraws the light of his 
countenance and "calls, as in a solemn day, our terrors 
round about," who would not rejoice to know that he had 
indeed a refuge, that the "anchor of his soul" was "stead- 
fast," and that even these bitter things should terminate in 
good! And in that awful hour when the emaciated frame 
lies stretched upon the bed of death, and the spirit is about 
to return to God who gave it; when the treasures of the 
worlding, the pomp of kings and the triumphs of the con* 
queror, dwindle into baubles, and eternity alone seems glori* 
eusj who 80 happy as the man that can exclaim with hum- 
ble but unshaken confidence, ^my heart and my flesh faint 
and fail ; but God is the strength of my heart, and my por- 
tion forever!!" 

Be our souls with the soul of him who ''knows that his 
Redeemer liveth." And though we may have walked 
in darkness till this present hour; and even though we 
may have fed ourselves with deceitful hopes, nor so much as 
*'taated that the Lord is gracious," yet now let us believe'i 
now, — now, let our hearts "lift up their everlasting doors," 
and "the king of glory shall come in."*— wf mem 
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A 4 "AfMl^Afn <Ae f AtV^s tcAtcA remain, that are ready to diu^' 

Rer. ill. % 



It is noticed by the psalmist as one of the dtstlnguisbiiig- 
gldnes of the Gojd-head, that while every creature is pei^ 
|>etoallj changing, be is still the same. Even in cas^ 
wbei^e sin was never known, stability cannot be* God bas 
created every thing with a capacity for receiving increase ;- 
tad every exercise of holy fecnlties afibrds additional g)o* 
xies to the creature whose faculties are thos eoaployed^ 
The angels of heaved, the spirits of the just, will never ar. 
rive at that point beyond which they cannot pass. Every 
moment shall give new vigor to their faculties, make new 
discoveries to their intellect, shed abroad new glories on 
the head, and open new sources of enjoyment to the heart* 
Till the creature can come up to his Creator, till the finite 
being shall equal the Infinite One, this constitution of God 
shall never be broken through; they shall be subjected to 
tinceasing changes; he alone remains the same. 

In a world of sinners this principle operates still more 
dearly and in much more varied forms. The principle of 
moral stability having disappeared in every shape, they 
are exposed to innumerable species of change which the 
guiltless cannot know. And every thing connected with a 
corrupted race of beings must participate in the rude 
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shodks they experience on account of sin. Thus we find 
it in our own world. There is presented before us ah ev- 
er-shifting scene; and from the solitary spire of grass, to 
the noblest combination of human beings, nothing can be 
found exempt from change. 

From this fatality the church of the first-born cannot be 
freed. One age presents us with a little handful faithful 
to the covenant of their God. In another we see her 
spread abroad through every land, and proudly towering 
•above the kingdoms of the earth. In a little while cor. 
ruption seizes upon the mighty inass, and almost every ves- 
tige of her existence is destroyed. Again the Spirit is 
sent forth and she revives. One age is rendered illustri- 
ous for piety, knowledge and decorum-; a succeeding be- 
comes notorious for ignorance, profligacy and superstition. 
One while it is accounted indispensable to decency to hail 
her as the common mother; and anon the million shout a- 
gainst her, and the earth becomes purpled with her chil** 
drens blood. < 

That which applies to the church Catholic, holds equal- 
ly good when applied to particular sections of the church. 
Every denomination, every smalldistrictof country where 
the gospel is preached at all; nay, every individual con* 
gregation, have their times of adversity and prosperity^ 
their seasons of revival and decline. They are exposed 
to innumerable changes, and often suffered to go on from 
bad to worse, till at length the judgments of the Eternal 
are made manifest, and their memorial is blotted out from 
under heaven. 

Even within the short period of apostolic ministrations 
this evil was sadly felt. The churches of Corinth and 
Gj^lati^, founded by thek labors of the apostle Paul, were 



distingnUhed for piety, for zeal, for knowledge; TetiicDg 
ere the (estitnotiy of that man of God was finiBhed, we find 
partj spirit embittering, wild coufusion roaring, and soiil« 
deetroj'ing errors abnunding in a strange degree. That 
Tcry ajjostle who had been to them themesseni^er of grace; 
that Paul whom tlicy had once "received as an angel of 
God, even as Christ Jesus," waa afterwards suspected, mis' 
repivseated and reviled. 

It is lo one of these seasons of decay that oar attention 
is directed in the context. Sardi^ is acknowledged as one 
of those churches whith the Lord's own right hand had 
planted. But though it could have been but a very short 
time since the gospel was introduced, yet it appears her 
day of prosperity was gone byj she had then but "a name 
to live," and was threatened with utter desolation in case 
she did not mtkc use of the means still within her power. 
What was the result of this message sent to Sardis we do 
not know. One thing however, is certain; though once 
known as a church of Jesus Christ, she is known as sucb 
DO more. Her sanctuary has long been desolate, and her 
children are at this moment wandering in heathen dark' 
ness, and dropping one by one into that wt^rld where knowl- 
edge cannot profit and where repentance comes too late. 
That this may never be our case, or the case of tbera who 
follow after us, should be among the most anxious wishes 
of every christian heart. That we may be the better 
qualified both to discover and eradicate the growing evil, 
let the following things be attended to. 

I. The marks of approaching dissolution in any por> 
tion of the christian church. 

II. The duty of all those connected with the diwnie^ 
ed system. " J 
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IIL The means that must be resorted to for a recoverj* 
1. The fact of a church being in a state of decline if 
the first thing to be ascertained in order to ber recovery* 
To the marks of such a state your attention is first called. 

We may begin where society itself commences, in the 
domestic circle. If in the families of the faithful there ap- 
pear little of the spirit of vital godliness, a church is dis*- 
ordered in her vital parts ; unless that thing be remedi- 
ed, nothing will ss^e her from perdition. The danger ief 
seldom greater than when a profession of religion becomes 
a very popular thing. If her ministry be popular, if her 
assemblies be crowded, if their contributions for the sup« 
port of the gospel be large, we are very apt to conclude 
that affairs are in a most prosperous state. And no doubt 
it often is so. But the case is as often otherwise. If this 
great parade of godliness be laid aside when men retire 
from the worshipping assembly; if the youth be reared up 
id ignorance ; xihahit^ noiprinciplej fashion^ not affection, pro* 
duce all that is flattering in these appearances, then the 
ibrerunners of death pervade the system; and it will not 
be surprising, if after an age of general profession, the 
next should be an age of general scepticism. It is in the 
little circle of the family that we may look for the surest 
signs of revival and decay. There men commonly act 
without constraint; and there, especially, is laid in everj 
youthful breast the foundation of his future character. 
<3(od has generally built up his church out of materials al« 
ready belonging to her. He seldom puts the seal of his 
Spirit upon the alien or the outcast; but from the chil- 
dren of those who are his servants be has promised to se^ 
lect, and he ordinarily does select, those who shall beac 
testimony to bui gra^f^ when theiUr fathers are po more. To 
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* these parental instruction and parental correction are 0ie 
appointed mean of grace. And if parents be negligent of 
the trust committed to them, if children are suffered to 

'^' I grow up with little cultivation; though nothing else could 

be faulted in a church — though she had never appeared 
Id so prosperous a state, yet she has in reality little to hope^ 

"*■'• the springs that fed her are dried up, and Ae must ere 

long wither to the root. 

2* Contempt of ecclesiastical authority is another aiut 
a most alarming evidence of decline* Order and energy 
are absolutely indispensable to prosperity in every associ- 
^ ation. But in a body like the church of Christ, where 
there is so much opposition from every quarter without, 
and where all depends upon an energy not her own, they 
cannot be dispensed with for any length of time witbout 
the most disastrous consequences. Accordingly the scrip- 
tures have marked it as a token of a man's approaching per- 
dition that he despises dominion and speaks evil of digni- 
ties. And if it betoken ruin to the individual that he tram- 
ples under foot the authority of Zion's King, and speaks 
evil of the officers acting in his name; what must be the. 
issue when the evil becomes prevalent in a church of 
Christ. If men will set themselves in opposition to the 
collected wisdom of our Master's counsellors, convened in 
his name and aided by his Spirit; if they will bring the 
officer into disrepute because they dissent from any of his 
measures; if they flee from censure, and triumph in the. 
thought that the sword cannot b* unsheathed against them; 
if to screen their own conduct they revile their rulers; or 
to cherish their improper practices disseminate discontent; 
in one word, if a spirit of disregard or disrespect to the 
courts of the Lord Jesus once creep ii^ajppng a people 
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we may rest assured that this evil does not stand alone. 
And unless his grace prevent it hy a speedy reformation, 
nothing can be looked for but that the outrage should be 
followed with mildew and Wasting to the utter extirpation 
of the name of christian. The curse may operate but slow- 
ly; so slowly as to be hardly perceptible; but neverthe- 
less it shall operate till their children's children find that 
the issue has been sure. 

3. Weak and careless ministrations are another token 
of decay. There is a striking analogy in aH the constitu- 
tions of God; and with all of them it holds good that 
where the necessary provision is not made, the end of the 
constitution, whether natural or moral, is at hand. This 
analogy the scriptures have stated most clearly as it sub- 
sists between the human body and that moral constitution 
we denominate the church. Each of them are composed 
of members mutually dependant, and mutually helpful to 
each other. Each of them depend for their very existence 
upon the due supply of suitable nourishment. We knovr 
'that if this he withheld from the body of man, or if it be 
exchanged for such things as are not well adapted to his 
constitution, weakness — decay — and finally death, must be 
the consequence. So too if the church have not her food, 
prepared and administered in a manner adapted to her 
constitution, she* too must perish. Weak, irregular, or 
careless ministrations will infallibly bring on a decline, 
though every member should be healthy and every spirit 
willing. No church can remain in a fixed state, any more 
than an individual. She must be increasing or diminish- 
ing. And if she have not "able workmen that need not 
to be afraid," '^pastors and teachers after God's own heart, 
Culpable of building her up in knozcfedge and in underttand* 



ing," we want no other evidence of her misery; it ishigtt 
time she should "strengthen the things which remain," 
atherwise her desolation cometh. 

4. Setting ligtil by the ijublic ordinances of grace; the 
being contented with gmall and irregular supplies of them; 
BQd a general disposition to forsake them altogether fo> 
worldly considerations, and very often for small consider- 
ations, is another evidence of dfrp decline. 

When things of this sort are found prevailing in a church, 
to that church the exhortation of the text speaks loudly, 
"strengthen the things which remain, and are ready ta 
die;" and if that exhortation be disregarded, nothing can 
remain hut that the threatning be accomplished, "I will 
come on Ihee as a thief, and thou shall not know what 
hour I will come upon thee." Who are they upon whoi^ 
the duty recommended is binding? This is the 

II. Thing to be considered. It requires no great deal 
of reflection to discover that this duty is peculiarly incuE^' 
bent upon the courts of Jesus Christ. They have receiv- 
ed special and very extensive powers from him, with t^,^ 
view of their being employed for the good of the body at 
large; and in a time of decay, which above all others is a 
time of danger, it becomes them to be alert. The irregu- 
tarities which mark the progress of corruptiOQ are to W 
noticed and curbed by them; and such measures aaapi!ear 
best ciiiculated to divert the threatened danger should lie 
resorted to with expedition, and persisted in with steadfast- 
ness. It is undoubtedly true that the times of decline are 
above all others times unfavourable to the exerciseuff 
church discipline. Contempt and resistance of the 9S* 
' thorities are themselves among the most proaiioent teii^ 
lat^^ of decline. T^ff minds of mea kecotne blia4?^ 
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(hef will not s^ee their obligation to recogtiize the authiiri- 
ty of Jesns Christ as lodged in the conrts of his house; 
their consciences become seared, they are callous to ad- 
ffionlfion, impenetrable to rebuke. But these strong facte 
^re never to discourage the Redeemer's officers. 'The 
Lord who seconds them is mighty, and his own ordinanc6« 
heJ will never sufier to be brought, into Contempt. He 
mil accompany them with the hoped-for success, or h6 
wiH scar the forehead of the arrogant register with a' mark 
l^-hrch he who runs may readj^ 

That time then rarely, if ever, happens, in which thci 
p?et6bns in authortty may set down and fold theit hands 
iti inactivity. That discretion should be employed is rni- 
4tkestionable. That the means of reformation are riot to 
be pushed too rapidly, or applied without discrimination, 
<€^mnion prudence must suggest; but still there is a vast 
•dMererice between prudent regard to time and circum- 
^ances and total inactivity. They are not to' wait tiB 
iSlatters bring themselves to a better disposition for amend* 
ment; because the authority lodged in their hands by the 
atone King of Zion is one great mean appointed for bring- 
fng matters to such a disposition. Whatever scriptural 
measures are at all practicable' they are bound to employ; 
smd the means once ascertained, as in the sight of God, or 
the evil once made clear from the precepts of the wordf 
it must be theirs to acff, and leave' the consequences, wheth- 
er good or bad, to the disposer of all events. 

2. It is inctimbent upon all christians, as individuals^ tQ 
join in this attempt. The' glory of God is the great thiti|; 
at issue, and every man is bound to do his utltx^ost for the 
{promotion of that glory. Every individual professor i^ 
tepreover a portion of that great whole we detioaUnate the 
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diarch; and ai tefwrj mendier of the havnn bodyhfliali 
intereBt in the wdlfiu'tt of the whole frames so erety men* 
ber.oLihe chiiitaan .commODiij. has an interest in. the 
trellare of tlie body at larger . an interest so strong-^ 
BO tender, that every living soul mast feel it; snd if -any 
m^nieels^ittle concerned how matteii go abroad) proti- 
. ded it may be well with himself^ we venture to proMunoe 
that . man a palsied, nuemb^r,' ^Ij^^^f^u^cb ni(^ to - cinsing, 
whose end is to be barned**^ .4|AN|un.n«»t be otherwisai my 
brethren; fer puting theglmrr oflfessiahoat ofideWtS^ 
.that is the great object 44|Pl^ti^* ^Q^7 ^"ul ^ t^ 
theme of christian exultatisiiti yet even laying ttiatasiday 
still it is a dictate of commooh^nay, of amve*sat:^eoiingy 
that all tbe members of any constitution flMist soffbr prvCSr 
!j(uce together.. We know that it is so in -our, bedily^^on* 
atitution; tiie scriptures have said, and if .w6 be ^ving 
christians we will ied* that it is so in^^the extensjvMso- 
stitutioa of the christian church. But the Redeemer has 
himself decided the point in language that cannot be mis- 
taken, ^'be that is not with me is against me ; and he that 
gathereth not with me scattereth*'' He that does not ex- 
ert himself in favor of the cause of Jesus Christ shall be 
considered and treated as an opposer of his kingdom ; and the 
man that stands carelessly and idlyby,while the work of God 
is to »>e carried on, shall be viewed not merely as an idle 
man, but as one who has abused his faculties in attempt- 
ing to destroy that work. This is . the principle of the 
ecriptures upon the subject; no man can be considered a 
mere spectator; neutnillty in this case there cannot be; 
under the hampers of Jesus Christ or around the staod- 
ard of' the enemy every living soul must rank; and that 
professor whose works do not bear witness to the sincerity 
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of his attachment shall be blasted together with the opcn« 
ly profane* In a time of decay, then, let no man content 
himself with lamenting the situation of the church of God; 
let every one arise, let them be alert, let them -'strengthen 
the things which remain, and are ready to die," for the 
highest authority has said it, ^'he that gathereth not with 
me scatteretb abroad." But what measures may be ta- 
ken for the restoration of prosperity in any portion of the 
kingdom of Christ? This is the 

III. Thing to be considered. The cure should be at-^ 
tempted where the evil first lonakes its appearance in any 
considerable degree, viz: 

In the families of them that rank with the Redeemer's 
people. Let a stop be put to that shameful and ruinotis 
negligence about the religious education of children, 
which ordinarily marks such periods of decline. Let 
christian parents fulfill their baptismal engagements, by 
rearing up their little ones in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. It is too generally imagined by parents that 
if they lead their children the common round of catecheti- 
cal exercises, they have done all their duty; and so averse 
are they even to this estercise that it is for the most part 
referred to others, or entirely neglected. And what is the 
excuse! Why they cannot get a school-teacher who will 
oonsent to bear this burden; or they have paid their cler- 
gyman to do it, and be neglects his duty. And because 
the teacher will not, and the pastor perhaps cannot, the 
infatuated parents set them down contented ; and commit 
the eternal interests of their children to the winds!! Be it 
remembered, that the God of all flesh has constituted the 
parent^ not the teacher or the pastor, the guardian of little 
ones; and the man who would give over to another's care. 
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it instrnction of bt« child upon which rrwrfpgMM^MJ 
l^nds tlic unaltf^rable i«<ic« of iU fate, bi!(rays n cold. 
Uoodeil cruelty which mi^ht make a savace blueh. Any 
man nwwM blimh to tramp up such a miMmhle excuse a- 
b«utnthiiig which inirotved the future fortunes of his ehil- 
inn, or even a smnll portion of tiieir fortunes, for the 
I present life; no man would thinlc of entrusUng to a striifK 
[ ^r (he temporal intcresta of his lillle ones, provided (Mf 
' could attend to them himeetf; and he must be a monster, 
iHrt a man, who would plead as an excuse for negligence, 
tbat he could get no one to do it for him. But in the con- 
cerns of immortality the plea U good! 

Horrible indeed must be the situation of that bmily 
where «uch tjegiigence pervades the course of paren6il 
Jutf; darlc beyond description the prospects of that church 
in which such nc^Kgence is rtmmon. 

Eren admitting that all the common round of cafecheti- 
(ftil instruction were aittended to, (he duty b not half ac- 

^reteflft'Of instittttttiA^^ info tW hanclii oFehiMMilt Tif 

Alfl bitritf te riwAtf <^ (trenu Buf tbny must' b« un^ Mf 
oMtei^ ^Ftay mn iMch bettW mm* to giVtf dssiHsdeV 
to tt«^aiwititi <i<iaptpag Soiimft itiltt'uttloii totbi dM<f^ 
tbawio beptit iotoHte li&Bdsof cliildt«t» merely Aaf ttef 
ituf eomtnif the #ords t& nwmory. These tnttrMHaW 
«e<derigfled of GodaS'iHeats el^raea'twl'rttlb oiWB;-aiJ(l 
if'freBl;^ when they fiK' msde to untferatani t&tf ttRtlft' 
tbeyiearm;' anQ when parents' littio'Ur to-impress'theM ii|K 
on the- IieBTt as well as intprfttif them- upon* tKtf tfMtan^' 
thst the bresBingcan be' ntUoniHly e^pected^. TfaSs, ifW 
effiifeatrisawoTk Ifiaf dtn&otbetransfiMmd ftoUiwiWi* 



sons, or be taken up merely as occasion offers* It ouist be 
the business of every day ; and, a^ far as circumstances ad. 
mit, of every portion of th^ day. Say wie .these things of 
our own self; or saith not the scripture also the s&xat 
thing? ^^And thes^ words, which I command thee this day, 
^all be in thine heart. And thou shalt teach them dili- 
gently unto thy children, and shall talk of them when tho^ 
sittest in thine house, and when thou ^alkest by the way, 
, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up." — 
"Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart, 
and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, 
that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. And ye 
3hall teach them your children, speaking of them when 
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkestby the 
way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.^' 
Peutl vi. 6, 7. & xi. 18, 19. 

Is this any thing like the miserable procedure often wiS 
nessedin the church of God? Is it any wonder, when the 
ordinances of Jesus Christ are so wantonly and cruelly 
neglected, that children grow up shamefully ignorant of 
every thing, but the mere form of words in which their 
catechisms have been framed. Is it the church or is it the 
God of salvation that is guilty of unfaithfulness, when the 
beads of the old men are laid beneath the clod, and ther4^ 
are non^ found to occupy thfsir room? God is unchangeable, 
be cannot deny himself; he has said that 'Hhough folly be 
bound up in the heart of a child, yet the rod of correction 
shall drive it far away;" he ha? declared that if a ^'child 
be trained up in the way that h^ should go, when he 13 
old he will not depart from it." But when parents cor*- 
rect with passion, instead of prayer for God's promised 
Mdf^sing; when tbey G9nte9t tbf mielves with the commoD 
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meager round of instruction, or with miserable excuses 
for affording none at all, what can be expected but that 
tbeir charge shonld perish, and the perdition of the child 
be laid to the parent's hands! 

It wiJi never be so when a reviving comes in any church 
of God. Every house will be a little church ; every parent 
a teacher of righteousness; every babe will learn to lisp 
and to love the name of Jesus; and thus shall streams is- 
sue forth from every family that will in after times make 
glad the city of our God. 

2. Another great mean of "strengthening the things 
wh\|^h remain," is the taking proper notice of those wlio 
are past the period of childish instruction. Every one who 
descends from christian parents, is, by thevery feet of that 
descent, a member of the christian church. In the ordi- 
nance of baptism that relationship is not created, but foF- 
mally recognized. And, therefore, the church of Christ is 
in duty bound to see that every baptized adult take the 
yoke upon him. It is too common for young people to im- 
agine that they have no connexion with the church of God^ 
unless they be received into full communion. And this 
error has been too long sanctioned by tlie remissness of 
church courts. Hence immoralities, gross immoralities, 
are often found in every christian family that are suffered 
to pass unnoticed; and legions of them who owe their tes- 
timony to the King of Zicn, are permitted to stand idly 
by. This must not be the case, if a people would rise 
from their atate of decay, and trim again their expiring 
lamp. The exiiortations — the warnings — the reproofs of 
the Master's officers, should be prudently administered; 
but administered with firmness; and if every milder meth- 
od failrd, then there can be nothing left, but to cut them' 
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off froi» their relation to the cburch of God. No doubt 
procedures of this kind would excite much animosity, and 
a great deal more complaint. But it is the duty4>f those 
who are entrusted with authority from Jesus Christ, to 
pursue the track which his wisdom has marked out, and 
leave the results to him. This, be it remembered, is his 
ordinance, and it was designed for the welfare, not the 
destruction, of bis kingdom ; and how far it is calculated to 
ensure beneficial effects he is the better judge. No man 
can tell how much interest^such a procedure, once or twice 
attempted, would excite among the rising generation; 
none can calculate how highly they might be led to value 
privileges now not thought of; or with what fondness they 
would be prone to cherish them* And something like 
this must take place; theauthority of the Redeemer must 
be recognized; his ordinances must be honored, if ever 
we expect our hearts to be gladdened with ^ reviving 
time in the midst of trouble. And this was the case in 
the days of the blessed reformation. A spirit of inquiry, 
of devotion, prevailed eminently among the young; and 
the happy consequences reached down for many genera* 
tions. 

3. The renovation of the decayed ministrations of the 
church is another mean of ^'strengthening the things which 
remain.'^ As is the mihistry such will be the church, is 
an adage that always holds good. Individual men have 
sometimes been reared up among a corrupted priesthood, 
or a corrupted ministry, for the purpose of denouncing 
<jfod's judgments and hardening the hearts of men; but it 
never yet was found that a decayed order of teachers 
were set over a prosperous people; or that when the min- 
istrations of the former were lively and faithful and instrnc* 

Ss 
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tive, tliG shurcli remained in a languishing condition- Ob 
tlie' contrary, it is a uniTurm rule, that when a death-like ' 
stupor creeps over the churches of Christ, it is in the bo < 
Ay of her ministry that the evil is first disceriiihlft; an4 I 
when a time of reviving comes, it is in the ministry that 
the glorious work commences 

It was by men fervent in spirit, indefatigable in labour, 
^powerful in word, (hat the gospel was first preached with 

, Buch astonishing siiccesa. It was the gradual decline of 
ministerial talent and preparation that marked the firat 
6tcp8 of papal incursion. It was a cloud of most learned 
and brilliant and powerful witnesses, that stood up in the 
morning of the glorious reformation; and from that hap- 
py day to this, the deterioration of the ministerial charac- 
ter has gone before the decline of every church. And it 
must be so. God usually apportions means to ends. He 
never would prepare a powerful engine without intending 
adequate results; and when working in the use of means 
at all, he rarely, if ever, employs weak ones for the pro- 
duction of great efTects. 

* Would any church then, (hat finds herself in a state rf 
decline, sef about "strengthening the thin^ which re- 
maint" Let her spare no pains, let her stick at no cost, 
for the preparation of a ministry able "rightly to divide 
the word of truth." Though she cannot sea) them with 
the Holy Spirit; yet her GrodhasprMnised to do that for 
her. Meanwhile it is hers to furnish such means of pre- 
paration, to a3brd such opportunities of bringing forward 
and exerting every latent spark of genius, as shall, when 
duly employed and owned of Zion's King, prove la hii 

'.' hand a most tremendous weapon against the powers of 
darkness, and a spring of ever-varying— eTer-iDcreani^ 
. t^tMnforts to them th|( hwr ia faith. 



This was the method employed in the reformation from 
{)operjr, already adverted to more than once. The ablest 
men were selected a» instpuctors of the rising ministry; 
the most liberal provision was made that the case requir- 
ed for affording them every advantage ; and to these ftew- 
]y founded seminaries, the youth flocked from all parts of 
christianized Europe. And this, of something like it« must 
be the method employed, if any church would revive her 
decaying interests, and display successfully a banner for 
the truth. 

s 

4. In the. last place. Let her be careful that the efforts 
•f her ministry do not be lost by being too widely scatter- 
•cd. God never made any thing to grow without appro- 
priate cultivation ; and it is vain to expect it in the church 
of God, more than in any other thing. The spiritual, as 
well as animal structure, must be made to flourish by re- 
ceiving, day by day its proper nourishment. And if the 
little that will only suffice an indmdual body be expend- 
ed upon a considerable number; all must languish; and 
eventually all must die. It is a zeal without knowledge, that 
attempts to scatter ministerial labors. And stich a mis- 
guided zeal as has produced awful havoc in (he church of 
God. But it is not only a violation of God's constitutions; 
it \s a direct impeachment of his wisdom. In all the or- 
der ojf his house, as delivered to us in the scriptures, there 
is not a syllable to countenance the measure; and how 
dare any church expect to prosper in the use of means 
which her Master never sanctioned? 

If then she would "strengthen the things which remain,'*^ 
let her put a stop to the wanton lavishing of her little 
strength. Let her cultivate no more than she can do in 
-cptopliance with the regulations of her head. Let pro- 
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fesson be taught that her ministry haB mtir« important 
work than going after stragglers to the utmoet ends of the 
earth; let her members be accustomed to steady as neil 
as faithful ministratiom; and, for this purfxise, let it be 
made the first, not the last, concern of all who woold hew 
the gospel, to present their willing and becoming offerings 
In the temple of the Lord of Hosts. If any church walk by 
this rule, she shall again revive ^ for God has promised to 
revive her: but if cowardice in her officers, or Qiggardliness 
t in her members, preclude the happy renovation of her or. 
dftr; there is no alternative, she must perisb inlier hlood> 
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^Jlnd to the angel of the church in Philadelphia zoriie; Ahese 
4hing8 saith he that is holt/, he that is true, he that hath the 
key of David; he that openeth, and no man shutteli; and shvi* 
teth, and no man openeth; I knozo thy works: behold, I 
have set before thee an open- door, and no man can shut ijt : 
for thou hast a little strength^ mnd has kept my word, and hmst 
not denied my name. Behold, I will make them of the yn^ 
Ggogue of Satan, (which say they are Jems^ and are not, but do 
lie;) behold, I will make them to come and worship before th/ 
feet, and to know that I have laved thee. Because thou hast 
kept the word qf my patience, I also mil keqp theejrom the 
hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to 
try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold, I come quick* 
ly: hold thai fast which thou hast, thai no man take thy 
crown. Him that overcemeth will J make a pillar in the 
temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will 
write upon him the name of my Ood, and the name of the 
city of my Chd^ which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down 
nut of heaa^en from my God; and I will write upon him my 
new name. He thai hath an ear, let him hear what the Spir* 
it €aith unto the jchurchesJ'^ • Rev, iii. 1- — 13. 

Next*^ the emotion e:scited by that ptaudit, ^^wdl'4oBe 
good and faithful servant,'^ with which the redeemed of 
God are bailed, at the moment when the spirit, just freed 



ffomflM.conffictt and lonowB of Ae woild, stands before 

fhe FhflleA difobe, next to the tibrillilig emptiont d* 

tiiat spirit, nnpt be the feelings of the mm, to whom tibe 
▼otce of tfie Eteroal testifies even on thb side the grave, 
that the laboors of his love areaccqpted at Ua hands.* Iff 
brethreat it isa blesBodnesi as exalted diitis rare. Thfe 
pnphetB of die Lord who bote his messages to the sons of 
ta^ describiag what thej wer^ as well as yfimt they 
Mriit to be,- have long MM left the worKL * tl^ Re- 
* deemer himself revisits fhe earth iio raore,'titf' that day 
when flie heavens ahsll 'depart To the'' words oif^iUi 
' prophecj nothing can be added declalratlve of fhe fidA or 
Jbrtnnei ofhb people. ' We then Mil ikftcur wjpert fliat 
.honor which, was confeitf^' nhtm this fiivoQced lefi ji#di-«- 
iisor feiaiB cannot be alaniitffl^ iidr'our dilige^ dttf^^ bj 
tfxA ' ineukages as Were i^teived by her i|sU$ chmtbes. 
iint though it ca£i never be onr h^pptneM to veieeive siich 
inariced expressions of th^ presence and ilttentionB of him 
who walks amidst his churches; jet let os not forget that 
he who observed and so accurately depicted the state of 
these churches, is as really present with us as he was with 
them; marks just as scrupulously our faith and our con- 
duct; and will proclaim it at that day, when reformation 
will be impracticable, and regret come too late. Let us 
then remember that though the prophets and the fathers 
have long since left tiie earth, yet the testimony they de- 
livered, they have left behind; the faults which dac(hed 
the prosperity of some, and the virtues which obtained an 
everlasting memorial for others, are still on record; the 
rule of judgment is common to us both; our acceptance 
or rejection may be, therefore, read in theirs. It is un- 
der this view of things that we would have you this daj 
direct your attention to the passage that has teen read. 



Philadelphia was a city of Lydia, one of the provinces 
of Asia Minor. It was a plaq^ not very populous, nor of 
great consideration, being placed under the jurisdiction of 
Sardis, the principal city of that province. We have no 
certain accounts at what time the gospel was planted here; 
but as it lay far within the range of apostolic labours, and 
was not remote from some other places in which we know 
that the apostles planted churches as early as the year hC* 
ty-six, the probability is that Philadelpt^ia received the 
gospel about, or, at farthest, not long after that time* It was 
forty-two years from that date to the persecution of Domi- 
tian, during which John was banished to Patmos, where 
this revelation was made to him. During this period the 
various .churches had had time to settle, and form their 
various characters. And according to their real charac- 
ters, the Redeemer selects his symbols, under which he de- 
scribes himself to them. Thus, for example, to the church 
of Ephesus, the first addressed, which was like to fall away 
from its former love and devotedness to him, he describes 
himself by symbols well calculated to rouse her. "Un- 
to the angel of the church of Ephesus write; these things 
saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who 
walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks.^ 
Rev. ii. 1. — Her ministry, called stars, are in his hand, and 
he Qan deal with her in that respect as he pleases. "He 
walks amid the candlesticks,'' the churches; and her back- 
sliding could not be concealed from him. To the church 
of Pergamos, which was in danger of being corrupted, by 
the false doctrines and dangerous practices of Balaam and 
the Nicolaitanes, as "he that hath the sharp two-edged 
sword," a symbol of the word of God, which is the great 
iostcoment appointed for Viewing down err»r, and giving 
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jmoeen to hit ehorch in hei conftlcto wiA ttie weild* So 
j^ diU letter to the church of Pbibdel^hiai he easiiinet 
^ character cor retpondeiit to her case, and to the: pronitef 
•be nakea* We. shall see this correspoDdeoce more cbar» 
}g when we oope tp ^ character Urn Redeemer gires 

i ««Thiii saifli he that is holy, he that is true,'' fee Tht 
jftfimarf idea of holiness is flbnsfsd^ or ist flporf, to the »em» 
^iOfitU Thence it comes to signify. pority; because fn- 
\sliltf is an indispensable prerequisite in thepi whole 8e^ 
Tioe .is accepted bjr the hblj God» In both these senses 
. Jesus Qpsst was holj, for even he, sayaao apostle, ^{Amh 
ed not iinnsel^^ .but came jinto the world to perftinnbiii 
Father's pleaaun^nnd accounted it more Uhui hie teeiM attd 
drink to dorhia Fattier's will* tn this sense he was bolj, er 
^ii^etedtoGod* Ilewaaabopufe(fiMv«i^lfej9k|^rq|ito^ 
;.Hhe. did no sin, lind in his Kps was found m^g^iom^ Thus 
then he was well qnalified to give countenance and en- 
couragement to this people^ whom he afterwards describes 
as being likewise devoted, and faithful, and pure* It was 
no small consolation given them to describe himself such 
as they were. Because they were such, he makes them a 
great and most important promise. And, as an assurance 
that this promise should not fail of its accompllsbroent, he 
describes himself as ^he that is true," whose professions 
are not deceitful, nor his predictions without foundatiop* 
But as the prediction related to something extremely im- 
probable ; and in fact to hunuin sense impossible to be per- 
formed, considering f^hat would be the future circumstan- 
ces of that part of the world, he not only tells them tb^t 
he is true— -faithful to his promises, — ^but likewise that be 
was possessed of all necessary authority and adequate 
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power. It is he *'who hath the key of David, who openeth 
and none shuttelh, and shutteth and none openeth/' This 
symbol, having the key of David, is borrowed from a proph- 
ecy of Christ, Isaiah xxii. 22. 

The key is an ancient and well known symbol of au- 
thority. Aeschyllus, in one of his compositions, calls th^ 
priestess of Juno her key^bearer. This mark of office waa 
borne by the Greeks upon their shoulder., And, in allusioa 
to the key as the ensign of power, the unlimited extent o€ 
that power is expressed with great clearness, by having 
the sole and exclusive authority to open and shut. Tb^ 
Redeemer's symbol is called the key ©/"David, because he 
is known in the scriptures as of thc^ house of David. Da« 
vid was his progenitor according to the flesh ; David was 
exalted to the head of the kingdom of Israel, and there^ 
fore is a well known type of Jesus, the head of all the Is« 
rael of God; and it is under this view that Jesus Christ is 
i^aid to inherit the throne af his father David. By the key 
of David, then, is meant supreme authority in the churcb 
of the living God. I, says Jesus to the church of the Phil« 
adelphians, I have this power; I open, none can shut, i 
shut, none can open; I therefore can dispense the privile-^ 
ges of the church and blessings of salvation to your chil- 
dren's children in the worst of times. 

It is thus the Redeemer describes himself to them. He 
was holy; devoted to God's service and pure in person: 
He therefore knew how to appreciate and reward their 
purity and devotedness.. He was faithful, and therefore 
would not forget the promise he was about to make them* 
He had the key of David, all authority and power in hta 
hands, and therefore could perform it in despite of every 
difficulty and opposition^^jHchich he foresaw must b* 4^ ^ 
countered. T^ 
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Having thus inti'oduced himself, he proceeds to tfellne* 
nte the preseni state of tiial church, and tlience hy way of 
promUe to predict her future fortunes: "I know thy works.'* 
Works is a word generally used in this book, when employ- 
ed in a good sense, to denote christian aclivVly in the Re- 
deemer's cause, ard for the comfort and edificalion ofhil . 
people. We are not told particularly how Philadelphia 
had employed herself; but we know very well nhat waa 
the general tone of the christian spirit in that age; and it i 
is clear that Philadelphia must have stood in the foremost 
ranks of the active and the devoted, otherwise she could 
not have obtained this distinguished notice.; much lest 
the reward still more distinguished, as having been givea' 
to her alone of all the Asiatic churches. We have only to 
consider, then, whatwas the general character of the limes, ' 
HT)d we shall see what Philadelphia, supereminently dis- I 
tiiiguished, mu&t necessarily have been. In that age the > 
the force of the apostle's words, "no man liveth to himself, 
,.and no man dieth to himself," &c. was felt and acknowledg- 
ed by all. Hence there was no want of men to uphold 
and spread the gospel of Jesus Christ among the nations. 
Every church was furnished with multitudes disposed to 
"leave father and mother and houses and lands, to spread 
the gospel of Christ." And hence we find that in a very  
few years it was^ dispersed through all the civilized and no 
small portion of the barbarous worM. There was no want 
of means to promote this great design. No want of means 
to supply the necessities of persecuted christians, dc5)K>iled 
of property and driven from their homes. No want of any 
thing which could in any measure tend to forward the 
knowledge of the faith of Christ, or to promote the gloi? 
of hia name. Every penon w^s at the, disposal of the 
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church, and every heast and every parse was open to* 
furnish the necessary means. These were the labours of 
christian lore, these the fruits of the faith of Jesus, these 
the results of that hope of immortality which, drawn from 

"^the gospel of the grace, of God, had illumined the gloom 
of the grave. And in these "zoorAs" for the promotion of 
the common cause, Philadelphia, though a place of no 
great size, and, comparatively speaking, no great wealth, 

-had acted a conspicuous part. Because thou hast done 
this, says the Redeemer, because thou hast labored to 
promote mj cause, and to extend .to others the benefits of 
my gospel, this gospel shall not be taken away from thee. 
This is his nieaning when he says, "behold I have set be- 
fore thee an open door and none can shut it." We have 
already heard him describe himself as having 'i/Ac key of 
David^^ the symbol of supreme authority in the church of 
God. So that by opening the door with this key, and 
causing it to stand open, by permiting none to shat, he 
evidently means, that he will continue his church among 
them, so that they shall always, have free access to its or- 
dinances, in despite of all attempts to hinder them. We 
shall just now see what attempts were afterwards.made to 
unchurch that people, and how, after all the other Asiatic 
churches had long perished utterly, in Philadelphia he still 
preserved the ordinances of his grace. 

The Redeemer adds some fresh touchefe to this discrip« - 
tion, v^hich tend to produce a much more finished picture. 
*^Thou hast a little strength, thou hast kept my word, 
thou hast not denied my name." We have already re- 
marked that Philadelphia was a place of no great ,size or 
note. Her ability, therefore, for those labors of love 
could not be very great* Perhaps also her advances ia 
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knowledge and ift grace may have been comparatively 
small. But she did not fatnt under the sense of her weak- 
ness; she did not refuse to do any thing, because she bad 
not the means of doing much. On the contrary, says her 
Lord, thou has kept my word. Thou thast kept that Brst 
and great commandment, the loving the Lord thy God; 
and thou hast manifested thy tender and respectful love 
of him — by persevering and diligent compliance with thd 
duties imposed upon thee. Thou hast done more than 
using exertions for the promotion of my kingdom; ^'thoct 
hast not denied my name.'' Denying the name of Jesus 
it directly opposed to that which in one of the gospels he 
calls confessing him before men. In other #ord$, it is the 
refusal to make open profession of the religion of Jesus^ 
through the fear of persecution, or reproaches, or sneers^ 
or from any other cause. The particular circumstances 
tinder which Philadelphia persisted in making her good 
confession, are more fully adverted to in the following 
verse, ''because thou hast kept the word of my patience;'* 
it is a Hebrew mode of expressing adherence to any cause 
in the face of such sufferings as require much patience. 
The allusion is obviously to the persecution of Domitian, 
•which was then raging against the christians throughout 
the Roman world. It was by this monster that John was 
banished into Patmos. And from Patmos he wrote this 
epistle to the church of Philadelphia. Though she then 
had but little strength, no adequate means of defending 
herself against the blood-hounds let loose by the emperor of 
Rome, yet she did not faint — she clave fast to her integri- 
. <y — she preferred suffering to sinning, and would not deny 
her Lord. Jind therefore^ says her kind and condescending 
Saviour, thou sbalt not lose the labour of thy love. "Be- 



^hoid I wilt ntak^ tbeni of tfa^ HyMgbg^i 6( sdfan, thsit 
nay t\i6f are Jew»* ^nd dre not^Xit do lie;'^behold I ^itt 
limke them to come dnd worship before thy feet^'* &c; &«• 
This is obvioudj ^ protoi6^ to Philadelphia, that at some 
future day she should triumph over some enemie^f and 
that to those eii^irif^s, whoever they might be, God would 
sd signally manifest his favor for that church dnd city, as tor 
extort from th^m a confession th^t h6 lo'^ed it. But moret 
particularly, Bear In mind that the whole of this prophec^ 
is syinbolicd; we hav^ not the real nami^s of things giveii 
us, but something that will serve a6 a representative of the 
tiling. Thes6 eh^n*ii^s An^ called a synagogue-— 6, syna^ 
gogae of satan. Per^on^ callihg them^elved JeW^^ but 
falsely, for, says our Lord, they ^^are nbt.^^ All thesfc names 
ar6 of course symbolical — de^igbed to represent something 
else, to which thiy bear Some kind of £(naIogy. Synagogue^ 
'Were places of worship among the Jew?,- thfe ofaly triie wor- 
shippers of the true God ; and therefore furnish a fit emblett) 
of a church profetsing to worship the true God. These ene* 
inies,says the Redeemer^ shall be such d synagogue, a people 
opposed to idols, as were the Je^of old; and professing 
likg them to worship noh^' but God. They will not how^ 
ever be a church of God— but a synagogue of satan* A 
ehttrch s^t iip by the devices of the devil for the purpose 
of promoting his impious designs against God and hid Mei- 

siah. • They are further described as persons callinj; ' 

themselves Jews. As a dyiiagogue of Jews is a symbol of 
^ true church of God, so the term Jew is an apt embleni 
of a true worshipper of God. Of on6 Who not only pro- 
fesses to address the true object of worship, but also to 
worship him according to the divine appointment; as did 
the Jews of old, all whose law and temple service were or* 
4^ined by 6od« These enenues then shall not only be ^ 



%bO ^MRMOH JLXU. 



diarcb profeiBing to worship the one tme God, }^nt abo 
professing to worsliip in a way of his own appointoMnt*. 
But ihej lie, says the Redeemer, they are not Jews* not 
worshippers of the trae God, in spirit and in truth, and in 
his own appointed way. They are the synagogue of sa* 
tan, processors of a religion set 4ip and promoted lqr:the d&^ 
Tices of the devil. Therefore, they shall manifest who it 
Iheir father, by venting their malignity on ,tbee.' But, sayit 
be^ because thou hast been fititbful, I .will protect, I will 
fight for tiiee* ^Behold I will cause them. to crane, and, 
worAip before thy feet; and they shall know th^t rhave 
loved thee*^ The general idea of the word rendered 
worsbip, is an expression of deference and respect^ and is 
emi4oyed as well to denote the forms of courtesy, used Uh • 
wards superiors among men, as adoration towprd ,Godi» 
Our English word worship was formerly thus used ; ,||0i that, 
to do a man worship, and to do him reverence, were per» 
' fectly synonymous with our mode of expression when we 
talk of shewing respect* Thus respec^l-rthus submis* 
sive, will I make thy enemies shew themselves to thee* 
Though in esteeming themselves a synagogue of Jews^ 
true worshippers of the true God; and by consequence 
accounting thy religion false ; yet I will, in spite of all their 
power, and in spite of all their prejudices, bring down 
their haughty looks, and make them confess that I have 
loved thee. 

This mysterious enemy to the church of Philadelphia 
is more decidedly pointed out in the succeeding verse. He 
had before pointed it out as a church professing to worship 
the true God in contradistinction from idols, as Jews had 
formerly done; as a church likewise professing to model its 
worship by a jdivine rule, as the Jewi3h synagogues did* 



SCEHOK XXJ^ '351 



The time of its appearance is more distinctly marked in 
the following words; when again adverting to her patient 
fidelity in the face of persecutions he says, ^^because thou 
hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee 
from the hour of temptation," &c. The world, and the 
earth, are both well known as expressions commonly used 
in scripture to designate the whole Roman empire, which 
in those days embraced almost all the civilized nations of 
the earth. The evangelist Luke speaks of Augustus Cae- 
sar's decree to tax the whole world; and this book speaks 
in 17th chapter of the city of Rome, as the great city, 
seated on seven hills, which reigns over the kings i. e. 
kingdoms of the earth. This mode of speaking of the Ro« 
man empire was common in those days. Nothing is more 
common than to meet with Roman authors who call it 
the Roman world, the empire of the world, the empire "of 
the whole globe" Upon the whole Roman empire, then^ 
there was a temptation to come, which would try them 
that'should dwell on the earth, to manifest who were true 
lovers of the true religion, and who would forsake it un* 
der the influence of that temptation, and so estrange them* 
selves from the true church of God. But, says he that is 
Jioly — he that is true — he that hath the key of David, and 
opens his church to whom he pleases; thee I will keep from 
the hour of that temptation. Thou hast had a high val- 
ue for the true religion; thou hast done much to extend 
the blessing to those who had it not; to thine own chil- 
'dren therefore this blessing shall be preserved. Tempta^ 
tions to embrace a false religion shall never overcome 
them; nor shall the votaries of error, while blotting out 
iGrom under heaven all traces of other churches, be Sibic to 
t^e my ordiosmc^s away from theo^ 






^52 SEHVON XXt» 

Thif9, my brethren, was the' blessing promised to (ho 
faithful Pliiladelphians. Nonr let us mark bow accurate- 
ly it w«as fulfilled. A. D. 606 the foundation of the pope's 
authority in Europe was laid by the concessions of Pho. 
ca9, enrtperor of the French; and A. D. 6S2, sixteen yean 
aficr, Mohammed fled from Mecca to Medina, where be 
first began successfully to promulge his new religion. Need 
jou be told that Islamism from that moment began to over- 
run the east, and popery the west, so that between these 
two the whole Roman empire continued for ages enveloped 
in the blackness of darkness; and that much of it remain! 
so still. Here then was that temptation of which the Re- 
deemer speaks, as about to come on the whole empire, to 
try them that dwelt on the earth. And the greater pwtt 
of tbe following prophecy relates to the conflicts of God's 
people with these two religions, especially the papal, un- 
|il that day, now no great way off, when be will destroy 
them and their abettors by the power of his arm, and bring 
forth judgment unto victory. But it was with the eastern 
superstition that Philadelphia had to do. The Mahome- 
dans were tlie pretended Jews, worshippers of the true 
God and enemies to idols; the Mahomedans were the syn"* 
agogue of satan, professing to be governed by a pretend^ 
ed revelation, as the Jewish synagogues were by the law 
of Moses; and it was against them that she should rear 
her banners, and over them that Jesus Jehovah would give 
an ample triumph. And she did fear her banners against 
the followers of Mohammed. And though a little city, 
having but little strength, she did obtain her triumph. 
While the Saracens, and afterwards their conquerors the 
Turks, deluged all those parts of Asia with blood, and 
with the sword in the one taad ^i kora^ ia the other, 
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compelled all men to embrace the new religion, and left 
not a vestige of the church of Christ, this little city still 
held out against them; and was blessed with visible, al-^ 
most miraculous, succe'ss. So much so that the Turks 
themselves were obliged to pay homage to her virtue^ and 
to confess that Almighty God must have been her protect- 
or. In testimony of this conviction, they called the city 
Allah Skeyr, i. e. the City of God. This the memorial 
which her enemies have written, and to hw everlasting 
honor, and their confusion, the name that they gave her, 
and the religion of Jesus, continue with her still. Yes, my 
brethren, during all the reign of darkness and ravages of 
war, this city of God has stood — stood as a rock in the 
midst of the sea, exposed to all the buffeting of billows, 
but fixed immovable as the throne of him who placed it; 
stood far from every other church— far from all the ad- 
vantages of their aid and counsel — stood amid the desola- 
tions which blotted out from under heaven the memo- 
rial of her sister churches — stood through the favor of that 
Almighty Jesus who openeth and none can shut. 

To thy name be the glory, thou condescending Saviour; 
for mercy and faithfulness are thine. 

II. To this good and gracious promise, so minutely and 
gloriously fulfilled, the Redeemer adds appropriate cau- 
tions. ^^Behold I come quickly, hold fast that thou hast, 
that none may take thy crown." Compared with the 
greatness of their reward, and the duration of eternity 
through which they should enjoy it, the day of judgment, 
hbwever remote it seem to human apprehension, may be 
said to be just at hand; but besides this, the period of hu- 
man life is at best but very short, and when It brings abput 
tibpse means which are to disunite the individual believer 

Uu 
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from his clay, and usher bitn into Ae presence of his God, 
the Redeemer may be said to come himself for ttiat^ pnv* 
pose, in the same sense that be called his yisitaticm on Je- 
rusalem by means of the Roman aiimes, his own comimg to 
execute the tfareatnings* This assurance of fheir own 
speedy dissolution^ and the certain and not yery remote 
approcu^h of the great day of God, are urged with gresi 
fitness as motives to persevere in the course in which tbegr 
had commenced, and for which they are so highly and de* 
servedly applauded. But this fbrthur reason is gives as 
an additional spur to diligence and motive for patience; it 
was only by persevering that they could attain to the end 
of their f^^^h^ their final and complete salvation^ This 
the Redeemer calls a crown, and the apostle Paul a cMm 
of life; because a crown is an emblem of domintoih, as 
well as of the highest exaltation; and while the redieett- 
ed of God are exalted to the complete possession of all 
that we call life, in the moral, the intellectual^ and, after 
the resurrection, even the outward man; they are likewise 
described in scripture, as kings and priests unto God, to 
whom the Redeemer there appoints a throne, even as his 
Father hath appointed unto him. This crown of immor- 
tality and life, says Jesus, shall be yours provided you per- 
severe. Let no one rob you of it, by decoying you from 
rne; not men by all their persecutions, not the world by 
all its gilded poisons, not the arch enemy by all his delu- 
sions and temptations. All these are now besetting, and 
most of them will continue through life to beset you. But 
remember— "him that overcometh will I make a pillar in 
the temple of my God," &c. "He that hath an ear, let 
him hear," &c. This is the common form in which all 
these seven epistles are concluded. First by giving some 
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promise best adapted to rouse and epcourage theparticu* 
lar cbarch addressed; and then uniformly adding that 
voice of soknin warning. 

The promise here made is admirably adapted to the cir- 
cumstances and prospects of this church. Him that over- 
cometh, that obtains victory over Uie allurements of earth 
and the hosts of hell, by faithful and patient adherence to 
the cause of God, and faith of Jesus Christ, him will he 
make a pillar in the temple of his God, and he shall go no 
more oat. It cannot have escaped the notice of any of 
you who are at all conversant with the scriptures, that 
believers are every where aio called, both in their individ- 
ual capacity, and especially as all forming one complete 
whole, in which sense they are called by Peter, ^^living 
stones built upiQto a spiritual house;'' and it is in refer- 
ence to this emblem of the church that the Redeemer is 
so often called ^^a comer stone" — ^Hhe head of the comer.'' 
By being made a pillar in this temple, theti, which consists 
of the whole church, is evidently meant, occupying a ve- 
ry distinguished place among believers both in this world 
and the world to come; as a pillar was a most important 
part in aneient buildings, both for use and ornament. And 
when thus honored with this distinction, '*he shall go no 
more out,'^ never be cut off from the privileges and bless- 
ings of the church of God. A promise, as we have seen, 
most remarkably fulfilled to this people, in the continuance 
of their privileges, during all the rage and darkness and 
prevalency of Mohammedanism; and yet more completely 
and gloriously accomplished in the successive transpianta* 
tionof her favored members to the church above. 

*^Upon this pillar," says the Redeemer, ^^I will write the 
name of my God," &c. Inscriptions on pillars are usually 
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employed to perpetuate the memory of remarkable persciis 
and events. Thus Absalom raiat^d for himself a pillar, to 
perpetuate his memory, because lie had no children. By 
writing then on him as a pillar in the temple of God, the 
name of God himself, is mcflut an op&n and perpetual ac- 
knowledgment that the person thus distinguished, is a true 
servant of the living God, whose labors are had in remem- 
brance and in honor. By the additional inscriplion, "(he 
name of the city of my God," Stc. which is a common and 
a well known appellation of the millennian church, by 
this is meant an acknowledgment of their service, partic- 
ularly as instrumental in bringing about that happy state 
of things. For unless eome were faithful in all preceding 
ages, truth must perish, and the millennium never come. 
Tliey who are faithful in tbe preceding period of conflic 
and of darkness, shall be honored as pillars of that impor- 
tant edifice thus brought to its utmost consummation. 
Therefore, also, says Jesus, i will inscribe on them "my 
new name;" that name given him in this book of revela- 
tions, "King of kings and Lord of lords." Because in that 
most happy period all the kings and governors of the eartb 
shall acknowledge him supreme, and administer in his 
name over the people they rule. In bringing about this 
most desirable revolution in sentiment and manners, they 
who are now on the alert shall then be owned and distin- 
guished as co-workers with himself. And the saints of 
tlie millennium, who shall enjoy the happy reign of right- 
eousness and peace, will be taught to revere the memory 
of those fathers, who occupied their place in less auspi- 
cious days, and handed down the boon from age to age, 
under consecration of their labors and their blood. 
Thus then shall the inscription be on every individual 
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who engages in this warfare, and, persevering to the end, is 
crowned with victory* 

But in its application to this church, considered as one 
whole, it may have an additional and still more important 
meaning. There is no probability that the gospel will ev- 
er perish from her. For one thousand years she has 
stood alone in that quarter of the world. The rage of 
Musselmen has so far abated, that they now admit without 
difficulty the profession of Christianity among them. Who 
then can say but that this little spark will still be cherish- 
ed on the bosom of that ocean; till at length, when the 
promised Spii:it descends to illumine and reform the na. 
tions of the earth, and rear up a universally-spreading 
church, this spark, so long and wondrously preserved, 
shall be blown up into a living and widely-diflusing flame, 
imparting light and vigor to the benumbed and benighted 
multitudes around her! The suggestion, so far from being 
extravagant, is both natural and probable; and thus in« 
deed shall the nations of the earth behold in Philadelphia 
a massy column of the church triumphant; and on her 
broad base indelibly inscribed the insignia and the triumphs 
of the '^King of kings.'' 

'^He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saitb 
unta the churches! V^^^Amen* 
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For we Unow that if our earthly house of this tahemacle were 
dissohed^i we Jiaue a building of God^ a house not made witk^ 
Tiandsf eternal in the heavens* 1 Cor. v. !• 

'f hat ^e htb fnorta^, an€ that we ^re soon, very soonj 
tb enter the eternal Worid, is a truth which no individud 
of otir rkce bks the hardihood to deny* The truth naay 
have ho practical influence upbn either the heart or thtf 
fife, yteft every man adnnits it, and every man also admits^ 
fhat it is a tfnth of the last importance* A truth with 
^iCh he bu^t never to trifle — no not for a moment. 

We are met here this morning from different quarters; 
and of different ages, and We are all met in one assembly 
fcfi^ the first, and ?or the last time, on this side eternity. Wd 
were never all assembled before in any one place, and wt^ 
will never t^ain all meet in any other place till with our 
eyes we ^11 ^ee the dead small and great stand before^ 
Ood. 

It Is t)trr wisdom, not our folly, to have this great and im*- 
ptJTlant fact frequently brought home to our hearts as well 
^ to tat tmderstandings. We are soon to close our eyes 
forefver upon all the beauties of this lower World. — We 
mtist soon give up toother owners these profitable farms, 
and these elegant and <;ommodious dwellings, and these 
extensive commercial speculations. We must soon part 
with all these useful and agreeable companions — and these 
bodies of ours, so* active and so curiously organized, are 
soon to he laid in the dust. And where will the soul, the 
better part, then he — 1 Shall it wing its way in to the re- 
gions dfbli^s^-i'to the iQswions iu the skies — aa^^^ke one* 



«f the innumerable company who drink of everlasting 
pleasures — ? or shall it descend to the blackness and dark- 
ness of eternal death — T 

Among those wise men who, by constantly keeping the 
fact of their mortality before them, have made this fact sub- 
servient to the noblest of purposes, the apostle Paul holds 
a disliaguished place. Ho habitually remembered that he 
was mortal — and therefore did not consider any of (he suf- 
ferings to which he was enposed in the present life, as of 
any great account. "They were but light alHictions, and 
only for a moment. The sufferings of the present life were 
not worthy to be compared wUh the glory which was to be 
revealed." He was mortal — his bodily frame was soon to 
be dissolved — hut in this dissolution he was not to be the 
loser. Suppose 1 am killed — nuppoBU uiy body crushed ia 
the service of my master! What thent "We know that if 
cur earthly house of this tabernacle were disiwlved, we 
bave a building of God, a house not made with hands, e> 
ternal in the heavens." 

Should the worst come to the worst — the woist wlucb 
4^n pesnbly happen is intimately vounected with the very 
best thing which God has to bestow. The worst that' 
the wicked can do to a faithful servant of our Lord, is to 
Bend him to heaven. In the very worst possible case the 
iaithful servant of our Lord has the advantage, as much as 
a building of God is beyond a mere tabernacle, or an hea- 
venly house is better than an earthly, or that which is e- 
(ernal is better than that which may be dissolved. 

These bodies of ours are fearfully and wonderfully made. 
The muscular arm — the sparkling eye — the expressive 
'countenance — the nimble limb — all proclaim their di- 
vine workmanship. But the whole structure is only tem- 
porary. We dwell in house's of clay, whose foundation ^ 
ia tiie dust ; and we are crushed sooner than the inotlk 



£ver since sin r^me into the world this beautiful and. 
^parently strong fabric has been in its best state crazy 
and tottering, and the inhabitant has frequently much to^ 
io to keep it in only tolerable repair. It must be daily 
proped by food* It must be fenced by raiment from the^ 
injuries of the weather, the very changes of which sensibly 
££fect it—and the aid of the physician, with the experience 
of a thousand years, must frequently be called in* And 
yet after all, there is no keeping of it standing beyond a 
small number of years, if outward troubles, like so many 
storms, do not overturn it— if it is not crushed by the innu* 
merable accidents of tfie moment — it is but for some pror, 
vision to miss its proper channel, or a few drops of blood to 
run out of their proper vessel — ^it is but for some string te 
jcrack by frequent use, or some small passage to be choak* 
ed up, or some small portion of the usual food not to pror^ 
duce the usual effect«*-and it falls all at once* The dust 
returns to the dust as it was^ andiromJha mostlovety ani 
enchanting object, it is in a few hours transformed into thfk 
yilest and most loathsome. , 

Among the many causes which produce the dissohi ticm of^ 
the fair and stately building— the action of the mind, — the 
action of the inhabitant upon the clay tenement, is none of 
the least* We have all felt the effects of this action.-^ 
Crrief preys upon the animal spirits, makes us forget our. 
daily and necessary food, and in a few days or months, 
crushes the whole frame. Intense application' of any kind, 
gives an unnatural impulse to the animal fluids, raises tfa#. 
pulse to the rapidity of fever, and by beating and beating 
pn every fibre, soon leaves the whole system a wreck. An4 
if to these are added ^reat anxiety for the fate of some fa^ 
yourite object, and a continual vibration betwixt hope an4t 
fear, betwixt the highest joys and the most pungent sot^ 



Iras endoweclt unlets supported by «ome counteracting 
principles, will not last.long* 

And of all the occupations of man, the minUteml hfB^Qf 
when sufficiently understood, and entered upon wltb ^ 
coming spirit, produces the greatest actipn pf the mind upoii 
the clay tabernaqle. Here ther^ is the most intense w^ 
plication, for the whole soul is engaged. And bere tlie la- 
bour is of such a kind, that all the varieties of hopes 
iand fears-^^^of joys and sorrows, «re eontinually opera- 
ting upon the man. And to this point we would pat- 
ticularly turn your attention at this timet And iu illustra- 
ting it, we shall simply glance at 3 few obvious facts^ 
Acts so obvious that it will require very little stretch of 
thought to make the suitable application* 
. Christian friends and fellow mortalsv««-we watch for souls^ 
^ach of whom is of more value than a world'*— we watch 
/or those souls for whom the Son of God laid down his J]/& 
Jind we watch for those souls^ as those who are to give an 
account; and who are to account for the loss of souU» at the 
peril of the loss of their own souls* 

We are the representatives or agents of Jehovah in his 
great work of reconciling the world to himself. We are 
entrusted in a great measure with the execution of the 
jnost glorious of ail God's plans — the plan to which all his 
•other works of creation and providence are made subser^ 
Tient. 

The final result of our labours can never in any case bB 
«i matter of indifference. It is in every case either a soul 
saved, or a soul lost. To one we are the savour of death 
unto death, and to the other savour of life unto life. And 
who is sufficient for these things? And who is there, who 
being daijy and hourly impressed with a sense of this vast 
responsibility, has not his mind agitated with hopes acd 
fears, with joys and sorrows, iar beyohd any thing which 
is felt in any of the other departments of human life 1 The 



Iipostl^ himself, vheo he determined to kopw nothing ^% 
mopg thorn to whom he laboured, save Jedus and him cru* 
(Qifi^d, wa9 with tham in weakness, and In fear, omd in mucU 
tremblingf / 

Sut again# Those souls, for whom we ought to travail 
as in birth, are not generally sensible either of their own 
yalue, or of their own danger*— or of the value and suita* 
hlenesfi of the salvation which is offered to them in the 
gospel. They weary men, and they weary our Qod dko» 
They daily give occasion pf grief to those who in som^ 
measure feel for their situation, and they daily grieve 
God's good and Holy Spirit. ^'Oh Jerusalem, Jerusaleoif 
thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which ar^ 
9ent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy chil* 
dren together, even as a hen gatheretb her chickens war ' 
der her wings, and ye would not." "How shall I give thee 
up Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee Israel? how shall E 
make thee'^as Adipah? how shall I set thee as Zehoim?^-^ 
Mine heart is turoed within me> my repentings are kind- 
led together." 

And how often are the most flattering prospect? of min- 
isterial auccess Wasted? This or the other individual give^ 
^me evidence of being awakened. The servant of souk 
enters with exquisite feelings into all the supposed feel* 
ings of the supposed convert. He weeps with him when 
Jie weeps, and he partakes also largely of his joys. But 
after a few weeks or months of alternate distress and alter- 
nate joy^ he returns again to the worlds or he sinks down 
into a cold and lifeless profession. And the servant of^oulg ' 
has now to weep by himself, ior tfie object of his grief cait* 
JDot enter into his feelings. Hear the declaration of an 
apostle, 2 Cor. xiL 20, SI. "For I fear, lest, when I come, 
I shall not find you such as I would, and that I sbaU be 

4i)]in4 unto you %\k^ 00 ye woul4 iiot^ tent th^i^ be dip 
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Ifafes; envyfogsy wr&tfi8, strifes, bacUiitihgs, w^bperiiigi^ 
tfirellings, tumfflts: And lest, when I come again, my Goi 
will humUe me amongvyou, and that I shall bewail many 
which have sinned already, and have not repented of the 
-micleanneas, smd fornication, and lascifiousness, which 
they have committed*''^ ... 

.. And even with respieot to those who in some measoie 
preserve their first love, and wtfo continiie to give somie 
considerable evidence of having passed from deiMh onto 
life, the anxiety of the faithful servant of eur Lord Je* 
'BUS is great and permanent. The heart of man ii 
remarkably deceitfaL The adversary of souh is ever 
on the al^rt The world at largd is watching for ovr hali^ 
ing. Instances of final apoatacy even in those who* we^ 
considered the most firmly established are numeirpiu* And 
jast in |ur<^rtion as- oar pleasures and our hqies are lugh, 
when the word has apparently produeed the d«mred.«ficect 
will be our disappoLatment and oar mental agony when 
facts demonstrate that even in our prosperity the enemy 
bad only deceived us. 

Now, add to all these things — that the man of God, the 
faithful expounder of God's word, is a man of reading, a 
man of study and close thinking, a man who, from .fidelity 
to his master and the souls of men, never attempts to serve 
his God with that which cost him nothing. — And add al< 
so — that as a man of prayer, he has to wrestle with his 
God in his closet for himself, and his family, and his flock,, 
and bis careless neighbours — and that as a christian, be 
has to watch over his own hearty deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked— and that he is always more or less^ 
reminded, that after he has preached Christ to others he 
himself may be a cast-away. — Add all these things togeth- 
er, and the wear and tear of the body by mental exertion 
v^st h^ daily ^nd jliiourly and oightlyj cuad always of aoej^ 



411 kind as admits of very little repair* Against continual 
wastes of this kind, the most approved rules to promote 
longevity and bodily vigour furnish no defence. The on- 
ly rule given in all such cases is, "Remove the cause ;" that 
is, cease io discharge ministerial duty with vigour and fi- 
delity. 

And yet these are not all. Nor are they in many case? 
the kind of mental feelings which are the most destructive 
to our animal nature. The messenger of God's salvation 
to fallen man is himself a man. He has all the feelings 
and a large share of the infirmities of men. And while he 
is himself the object of envy and jealousy, and every mali? 
cious passion, those passions themselves also occasionally 
prey upon his own spirits. See Acts xv. 34 — 39. and Gal. 
ii. U— 14. 

He is a man, and he expects to be supported by his fet 
low men and fellow christiaas in the faithful discharge of 
the important duties of his station. But in cases innumer- 
able, and in important cases too, he is left, so far as human 
aid is concerned, to stand alone. Nay it is even well, if 
those from whom he expected important assistance. are not 
found iri the opposition. See Gal. iv. 12 — 18. 

He is a man, and as a jnoan he is a member of civil as 
well as of religious society.; and as a member of civil socie- 
ty, he parta^kes more or Jess of the spirit of the place 
where Providence has cast his lot. And from every thing, 
whether without or within, which disturbs the peace of the 
place, he also suffers, and generally suffers in a manner 
.peculiar to himself. 

He is a man, and he has all the honorable feelings of a 
maxi. He puts a high value upon his character, and this 
character is to him every thing; and yet this character ip 
ifrequently by no means respected or appreciated, orMe- 
J6*nded a^ be expected it would have been, even by thos^ 
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iMmt «f« TMy ftf from *j6liiii^ flie liM aki efjriiHMi^ ir 

tttlsra i^i&iiftt hiitt* 

He is aiMn, and hif has dH ^ t^^&tm isfn tttti^ mtA 
be is under obllgkitlotis to perfimn all Ae Boeial duties dT 
a man. The antfetieB of flie ftmily, and tbt afectfenief 
the fiunily, and the little jAlousies of the fiuDily, and thift 
Mlfy wants of the fatt!ll;f , ate tonseqtieiifly daOf pfejing 
upon his spirits. And from his habits, find ftolki Ui lii|^' 
at^ of moral feeBng, and 4W>m tiie fank whMh he Is vofk 
posal tb hold id society, all lllese difierentUhd of feelings 
bave ti more desfractive infinenee upon hift abted tMtm^ 
than th^vety safiiekind'd^eaireshateapoii MhetiMi^ia 

«aM»^ situations of Bfe. 

» ... , _ 

' The general piopositton is flien, iht Alnk, deatff iikad* 
0i|l-^yiz*---*That of all the occopations of men, th6 MaSi^- 
terial office, wheA stiflkientiy ttnderstood, stod «fite^ up*^ 
et with becoming spirit, prodates the mcwt inteitoe -tttioft 
df the mind open tibe clay tabernacle. 

It was under such labours, and utidef such antietles^ 
that the clay tabernacle of our friend, whose death we 
1?rould this day improve, was worn out. Blest with a mind 
of the first order — ^having his lot cast under circumstances 
peculiarly trying — -feeling strongly the obligations under 
irhich he was to have his all devoted to the service of his 
master — the earthly tenerfient was battered down before, 
in the ordinary language of men, he had half fulfilled his 
days. His period of public services was short-^his period 
of notoriety and successful action still shorter — ^but from 
the hour that he resolved to live, and to serve his God and 
his fellow men, by the energies of his mind, till the hour 
ibat his spirit took its flight to the land of spirits, the nt^ 
fion of his mind upon his body was continued and intense, 
and the building was nearly dissolved before thevahieoif 
the inhabitant was known, except by a few of those wlRf 
Were in some degree kindred spirits^ 
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He wtis from thd ^ety eommftiMt^ittent 6f his ctuSiw 
ti close student-^and all that he studied he resolved th^' 
roughly to undetstandk In no ease iKr^s it enough for hifil 
merely to know that such and such was the doctrint 
taught, or such and such was the ifhatter of fact* b 
every ease, and in every step, he thought and examine^ 
for hitnse]f*«*and in many cases in the eourse of his studiet 
he carried bis enquiries, and made his application of facti 
considerably farther than either his author or instroctor 
had done. Originality was a leading feature in the chafVi 
StCterof hismind* 

Hd entered upon tbe great work of the ministry iand«f 
circumstances peculiarly well adapted for the excitement 
of a mind of this cast. The important tract of tonnttf 
extending from the Allegheny to the Gulf of Mexico was 
to be the sphere of his action. He beheld this vast re* 
gion filling up with immortal beings. He knew the vap» 
lue of natural advantages. The fertility of the soit^thi 
salubrity of the cUmatC'^-^the facilities for internal navi* 
gation, of this portion of th6 country, were duly appreir 
Ciated by him. He despised not political sagacity. Th* 
Wisdom of the legislator*— the integrity of the judge*-the 
valor of the soldier, he well knew were essential to the 
prosperity of any country; and with no common joy did 
be behold these intellectual and moral talents springing 
up among the sons of the west, with a luxuriancy only 
surpassed by the productions of their fields and their 
, forests. But with him all plans of future greatness werr 
deficient which did not embrace ETERmTV. And with him 
the gospel of God's Son, with its regenerating and sancti^ 
lying influences, was the only thing which could confer du*' 
rability and happiness upon any association of men* He 
heboid, and beheld with no ordinary feeling, that the 
l&eaas enjoyed for teligiovm and inoral improvement w^tt" 




Neither of that character nor of that eitfent which the 
wants of such a country required. Nor, without a very 
great change in the spirit and conduct of those whose duty 
it was to attend to these matters, were adequate means like- 
ly soon to be enjoyed. For, whatever may be the fact now, 
the real situation of this important section of the union, was 
Bt the time of hig entering into the ministry, not known, or 
if known, not generidly felt, even by those among us who 
were very far from being indifferent to these things. — 
That he bad at this time pretty accurate conceptions 
of tbo state of things, and what is more, had an accu- 
rate conception of the only remedy, and actually made 
«ome considerabte esertinns to apply the remedy, it will 
be the duty of his biographer to state. 

The circumstances, my friends, under which he endea- 
voured, in the strength of his Master, to rear up within 
these walls — "a glorious church — (to use his own words) ft 
thurch composed of spirits ardent as the seraph — pure as 
Leaven's own cherubim, and lofty as arch angeU wbicb 
bow before God ;" — these circumstaJices, aad these laboursi 
and these anxieties, are still fresh before as. Many of them 
are also of such a nature that, though my heart is coih 
siderably steeled against feelings of that kind, yet 1 could 
aot command myself in attempting any detail. But they 
are fresh and known ; and may they never be forgotten by 
us, or by any to whom he ministered, till underj^he influ- 
ence of the good and holy Spirit they produce that great 
and important effect, which was the object of all his laboiirs,. 
and all bis anxieties. 

He was taken away from among us, while his value wai 
but very imperfectly known. Yet he lived not, be labour- 
ed not in vain. When Messiah's mighty plan shall be ful- 
ly executed, it will be eeen that the labours and the sufier- 
ib|8 of iiMs» M'Gbobm were important Lirda io tbe ^nntf 



ehain of events which aire ushering in the glory of the feftet 
days. The building in which we are assembled, which 
we trust will be consecrated to the service of Almighty 
God till the consummation of all things, and within whose 
walls the praises of the Savioirr shalt perhaps be singing 
at the very moment when the second coming of MessIaK 
shall be announced.* Yes, this building, and the succes- 
sive generations of worshippers within it, shall bear testf? 
mony that he lived, that he laboured not in vain. 

He lived not in vain. — In the vast assembly which is 
now before the throne, there are already more than one indt- 
vidual, who, in raising and in continuing the song — "worthy 
is the Lamb who was slain^^' — points to a corner of a pe^f 
in Market-Street church, in which her or his heart was first 
led to acknowledge the Lamb's supremacy. 

He lived not in vain. — By no means. He has entered 
into his rest, and bis works shall follow him* The Spirit 
shall yet be given — nay, we trust he is already given, t6 
bring to remembrance many of the warnings and admonK 
tions, and tenders of mercy, which he made to perishing 
dinners in the name of his Master. And for many year9 
yet to come, standing on the portals of high heaven, he 
shall welcome into the society of the blessed, "you my fa- 
ther, and you my little daughter."§ 

He lived not in vain. — While the English language i^ 
Itnown — ^while any thing of refined taste and genuine pie^ 
ty shall fire the human heart, his Vol. of Sermons entitled 
"A Last Appeal," shall bear testimony of a lofty mind 
bringing all its energies into the service of the sanctu- 
ary. And what is more — these sermons shall be, in the 
hands of the Spirit of God, while they are known, as they 
have already in some instances been, the means of leading 

* iMst Ajppeah poge 2S. § Ibid* page J82— \S3^ 
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JEttreityt md tb»n«llti«p of Stiwty, h i49e«t» of d#Mt 
«««ot of drfajL 

r Hf fi?9dnotiiivitefr'Haffw«ilMto4^fa^^ 
4ott, as tbo fim of » Bo)»Io boit of oiitiyo K owt iic ki ii n i jrlio 
ift tbo immnB of Hlih w4 ot » pmriod te ihe MMoij .ff 

4boir oooptiy wboo ^ booowi and tbo MMkuMW^ i)f 
4uo iforld wore to bo Ibwd orory whovf^bft onm« te 
Mnrants of ftbo CitMii b»« 4eUboiflo^: Imotoi ftotr 
Mbrtanoe, m4 tbetr tjaot ond tbm talMbb Md flieir 
iitemy ocqoiremoBtit ud &ev Uiwih (o^prawlo tibo oter 
Mol toloatioi^ of tboir feUov mau 

BoU KoBtvcbyMMeiwUtf femitof tiNrbii^ 
«f tbo ondfrof Ifao oorib, eorors Aj Mtosfwe oaf| Aitife 
fields. Thy ow» iwpo abril yot wii¥o Mowo yo bwaaor^ oad 
fttUiAbMoisiofa'iwlvotimt along lA^ evoiy.liiMl: oad j^ 
fJbofthjre^eryBMHMtaiiiQdo. Tb»«|i|ipi yriifehiifaK 
JilK^ whkh ia fint poro, and thon peaooii^lo, gontto and 
Msy to be ontrented, full of mercy and good firuit&i with* 
out partiality and without hypocriay, shall yet be the in- 
J^eritance of thy numerous children. And in the day whea 
dOur God shall come, atid all his saints with him, Jamss 
H'Choed shall be seen rising from that vaitk ^nd talung 
his place at the head of the Kentucky detachment. 

And Hhe resurrection of the just shall unfold his char- 
acter," and shall fully explain all thert has been dark and 
mysterious in his lot. May yoa and t, my friends, on that 
important day, ,have our portion with him; And when wc 
Sire called individually to put off this clay tabemade, may 
we give as decisive evidence as he gave, that we are going 
% au bous€ not mad« with bands eternal ia the heavens. 



ADDRESS DELIVEREB AT HIS INTERMENT, 

May 30, 1820. 

Christian Friends, 

The occasion on which we are assembled 
speaks, and speaks loudly to us, and to the inhabitants of 
this town — or rather— the God who made us — -the God 
who preserves us — and the God wlio is soon to be our 
judge, speaks to us through the occasion. 

Another* of God's messengers of peace is departed — and 
ris taken from us by his master in the prime of life. The 
event itself is a sermon — ^and no ordinary sermon. May 
we attend to it. 

Our brother, who frequently addressed us in this house, 
and prayed us in Christ's stead to be reconciled to God, 
is now taken home, and hii dust is to be deposited in this 
sacred spot till the resurrection of the great day. He lias, 
by the will of God, served his generation. We are yet 
left in our different stations, and with our different talents 
land different opportunities of usefulness. But how soon, 
or under what circumstances, we may be called to follow 
liim into the eternal world, we know not. Let iHs occupy 
till our Lord come. ^^The dead praise not the Lord, neither 
;any that go down into silence: But we will bless the Lord 
from this time and for evermore." 

Perhaps to every individual present our departed bro- 
ther has, on more occasions than one, made a plain, a di- 
rect, and pressing offer of pardon and peace, and eterna) 
salvation through the blood of the atonement. And to the 
most of us, he has made many such offers. And before bis 
body could be brought to the place of interment, he has 
made his return to his Ma8ter.§ He has given in his a%* 
ciount, and we must in our turn individually give in ours* 

* The Rev. Benjamin Birge, of the Episcopal Church, at the 
age of ^b, and who had been only a few months in orders^ f^ 
4xedUtApriU ^ tmi 4pp^^l^ pag^ d^ 
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. Sinner, HQtiboQ sttD reject; aM fc^ect fo fliy m«^ 
nal destnictioo, God^s olfer of peiiMY-^Welte'Mr'iMpaviPi 
ed bi6(hei' to address ffm a^in, lirf #oAi jmt in GodV 
Aame say, as he dlensaid, ^'Whj will thdfrdhBl TImm ly 
B<^ in Israel •for TOO. God i^ fid CliMft fMoncHhif ite 
. ' '%6rld udtio hitmelf, not iiliprfting to fltem Qi^hf 

^s Hoses lifted dp the serpent In Ae wfldetMsi^ 0a 

fi the Soli ojT man lifted tpMhat iriiosMiFer MWfMk in 

V. foai ahonld nbt perish, bat Uhre tsteiteftnglMK^' Wii pi^^ 

yon tbeYelbre i^ CbriM's stead-be ye tf^edneliSdNtt OmLi' 

Put not away from you the Savioor and his sdlvatiiBttv Witt 

K '' «he8iin(«ci^o^alitf)echad give jro«ifMir tj^lMhtf'lar v 

A ; r ' tioufr. .HBtee direct )ipplidtem to AI»S«ifiMf^ aflM^MStr 

; ^ tfatf d Aatt be «ate4 ltef(^ th^ BafiBntf  fiig|islHni 

. jfcftgisfe fee (dWUtenieeli of th^ Saftear , Ml' l km ijfc i t p <i»i 

': : ■'." 'ist* '  '■ -■■■..-* ■: '-n - ,v : v^..." :,x^, 

/ ;" ^: Sihne^llridailmteetaorewarnei^ aatfHP itMllM tpWs 

^ 'vldi, thy blood* Shan be apMtl^ ■>'-■.■ / 

- J Friends of our Lord Jesn^^wih) Iti mercy we#erea8edl 

frgm darkness to light — from death to Kfe— or 'who were 
edified and comforted under the ministrations of our de- 
parted brother — give thanks to God on his account, and 
on your own account. You are to be his crown of joy and 
, rejoicing in the day of the Lord. In you, and in the mul- 
titude whom we trust you will be the means of bringing to 
glory, he is to have a full compensation for all the sorrows 
and and toils, and distresses of every kindy which he enda- 
red, and endured as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. His 
warfare was perhaps severe — but it was shorts He serv* 
ed a good Master — ^be was not kept too long in the field. 
He is now entered into an eternity of unmixed enjoyment, 
as the reward of a few years hard services. 

Personal friends of the deceased — The ol^ect of your 
Attention had a heart withou guile."^ Your friendshifL titesie^ 

^IftstJlppcQl^page 119. 
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fore vaSrttot misplaced. His Master also duly appreciates 
all the services and offices of love, which you performed 
to his disciple and servant in the gospel. And this Master 
will be in no man's debt. He will fully reward you and 
yours even in this life. And only commit your personal 
salvation to the same keeping to which your departed 
friend at an early period of life committed his personal salva- 
tion, and when all earthly friends must stand at a distance, 
you will not be without a friend. And that friend will be 
the Lord of the happy land into which you shall be admit* 
ted. 

Personal enemies of the decceased, if any such are pre- 
sent-— Jaues M^Chobd was a man, and a young man, and 
be had to deal with men — and it was his lot to deal with 
si^n, sometimes under circumstances peculiarly delicate — 
and sopoetimes also to deal with men who were not always 
of the most gentle temper. He may therefore, in some ca» 
ses, have given just cause of offence, and of alienation of 
affectionw 

He was a fkithful minister of our Lord Jesus Christ.-*- 
He declared the whole counsel of God, and knew of no 
compromise betwixt light and darkness, betwixt Christ 
^nd Belial. He never for a moment admitted the princi^ 
pie that a man might at the same time be a genuine friend 
of Messiah, and the servant of the God of this world. He 
mever flattered. He was consequently, as his master was 
before him, hated by the world. 

But whatever he was when he was himself flesh and 
lood, and when he had to deal with flesh and blood, he is 
how among the spirits of just men made perfect, and |^ 
himself as perfect as any of them. And he now knows in 
all its extent and force, the injunction of our Lord — "Love 
your enemies; bless them that curse you ; do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them who despUefully use you 
aDd persecute you.'^ And were be qow to speak, he would 



'fcelyiell you— that he frequently prayed ailbwta^. 
far the temporal and eternal welfare of those frhnra lia'^ 
■apposed were uaing him ill, as ever he did for bUbHf( or 
tar bll Boat affect ionnte friends. And many of tUftse pny^ 
ers we trust are accepted — and will jet be ansTferifed-^iod 
Ueuings innumerable will yet descend upon uB,'a^npoa 
^r familjcs, as their fruits. ' *' 

^ Friends and fellow mortals — How soon is aB that it a-' 
* greea.'ble, and all that Is disHgreeable, in this life at an'endL 
' "Tbe moit of the loppoaed mighty thingg vhlcli Bare occa- 
sioned, or which still ^ooccaaion much joy ormach'm;.,. 
twr, will be fcat vei^ Rtie fliidgs wi^m'B^r^, with ■»&'>' 
Its realities, shall open appn qb. And bow hu^ ft MTtlta 
i>f oar time is occupied a^oot tilings vrtiieh are aam^rtif -.. 
. soon, to l/B of no valne — of no manner of ose eiOiJBtttiJtif,-. 
or to our familiekl We bqjhgbt nitfaing latO tbii-.wiNM,;'.j 
-with us, aD^&'cer4iiiWe can cany notMi^'i&ut of tt ' "* 
Brethren, — ^There j^ an heavenly Inlieiitance to be se> . 
cured. Let m direct our attention more steadily (o It-^ 
and to those objects connected with it. We profess to be 
travelUng to that land of glory and peace, and wc hope to 
spend in that land not only a few months and years — but 
an endless eternity. Let us feel and act as beirs of imt 
mortal bliss. And then, whether we may be called ta. 
breathe our last, at home or abroad, among friends or a- 
mong strangers — whether we shall be called to depai^ 
having received, by a slow but certain disease, fiill warn- 
ing — or have soul and body parted by the accident of the 
moment— All will be well with us — The messenger *>t 
death will be the messenger of peace. And then 

Our flesh shall slumber in the ground, 
Till the last trumpet's joyful sound: 
Then burst the chains with sweet suiprij^ 
And i» ou;r Savioiir's image rise* 



LESilNQTOJf. Thomas B- Megowan 

Benjamin Ayres Andrew M'Clure 

George W. Anderson Douglass M'Guire 

Jannes Anderson Andrew M'Calla 

George Bos well . Wm. Montgomery 

George Washington Brown B. R. M'llvaine 



Harry f. Bodley 
Anne Maria Boswell 
Mary Beck 
E. Brand 
William Bowman 
James Blythe 
William Bell 
Joseph Bruen 
Sarah H. Barton 
W. W. Blair ^. 
N. Burro wes 
Leslie Combs 
David Castleman 
Thomas Curry 
R. M. Cunningham 
Susan C. R. Corlis 
Victoria Campbell, sen. 
Victoria Campbell, jun. 
James Cowan 2. 
W. Clarke 
James E. Davis 
Mary A. E. Doyle 
Anna M. Dudley 

B. W. Dudley 
Mary Ann Dewees 
James H. Ernest 
Sidney M. Edmiston 
Asa Farrow 
James Graves 
Hester Hawes 

W. G. Hunt 
Jos. H. Hervey 
Mary Hughes 
A* F. Hawkins 
L. J. Hawkins 
T. W. Hawkins 
James Harper 
M. H. Jouett 
Benjamin Keiser 
Thomas Kane 
James Logue 
Wm. A. Leavy 
E. H. Lockwood 

C. M. Lockwood 
James H.Miller 
Samuel L. Metcalf 



a^. 



_f Tr itM: 



r. _ II 



John M. M'Calla 
James Morrison 
J. Murphy 

J. Livingston Maxwell 
Samuel D. M'Cullough 
L. M'Cullough 
O. B, Martin 
Mrs. C. Moore 
Sally ]\foore 
£• Morrison 
John Norton 
George Morton 
Stephen P. Norton 2. 
M. J. Nouvell 
Benjamin O. Peers 
James W. Palmer 6. 
R. Pindell 
Wm. Price 
Wm. Pritchartt 
Alexander Parker ' 

Mary E. Pindell 
Frances Provost 
John Russell 
J. C. Richardson 
J. C. Richardson, M. D. 
M. D. Richardson 
W. H. Richardson 
Jane S. W. Ridgeley 
Lucy E. S. Ridgeley 
G. W. Ridgely 
W. S. Ridgeley 
O. H. Stout 
George Shannon 
David A. Sayre 
Jane Short 
Sally Short 
Thomas Studman 
John G. Simpson 
Jane A. Short ^ 
Catharine Saunders 
Joseph Towler, 2 
John Tilford 5 
R. S. Todd 2 
Theodore F. Talbott 
WUUam Tod 
Jamea TroUet^ «eT\% 



^* 



Hubert 'I'illurd 
^inuel TfOttvr 



James B. Wood, jr. 







HarrTUibr 

CharlnWilkbn * :, 

JaneWUkiDi.9 

Abrahwn Walker 

£. Wai«eM i 

W.CWarfield. . , 

CKarlea Henrr Watfidd , 

Walter Watfieia . 
WKE7TE COt/JVTK 
. JoboBeU , ( 
. DaTtdBell , *. ,, 

JuDwBell '. <' 

Alexander Blw^ ^' 
> SanueLBlur, 

Marxfi. Bret^kinridge 6 
RoMftL BftcUartlga 
WijBit Qnllock 
Henry ChaD4Lw.. n ^ 
Joba DevM4Jlaa>'' v, .' 
Jesse P. Devore 
Nathaniel Ferguson 
Charles C. Frazes 
Aaron S. Fry . 
Amanda M. F. Fry 
Haves Graves 
Samuel Gre^ • 
Wm. Henry 5 
David Logan 5 
David Mitchell Logan 
Hugh M'Connac'k Logan 
James Logan 
George Logan 
David Log^D, jr, 
Steven D. Lewis 
Frederick Laudeman 
John M'Dowell 
Charles M'Fheters 
Kobert Marshall 
Archibald M'Kee 
Henry C. Offutt 
Charles Patrick 
David R. Preston 
John Puthuff 
Caroline E. Rus^elt 
John Shaw 
Eliza. R. Tpottet 
John Todd 



Walker Saaieti 
Alevnder iifipm 
ADnflSutt .. ,v> 
WilliKLop^D , 
John B. SmiUb 
. Jsmei Officer 
Samuel Glan 
Lee Bird 
Jobn Wilson 
John T. Heuy 
£>BTid1;^reD0« '-^ 
Samuel 1 
JESSAM_ __ _. 
Epbraim JfanAiwJr 
Jane S. MaHnb 
'Satan flfairia 

wooDPoaDcomjXr . 

Rowland Chambers 
George M. Chambers 
Christian Wlillace 
Louis Marshall fi 
Mira L. Madison S 
Alexander Dunfaifi 
James W. Mairfi^l 
A. J. Alexander 
J. R. Alexander 
Robert Alexander 
Letitia P. Hart 
Louisiana B. Hart 
Thomas H. Wodfolk 
Elizabeth M. berryman 
Jane S. Harris 
Rebekah K. Price 
Eleanor M. Blackbnrt 
Mary Long 
Elizabeth Cotton 
Caroline F. 'Ma^ 
Mary Craig 
Nancy Buford 
Nancy Campbell 
Sarah Hamilton 
Winnyford Ixickett 



Thomas Bowlfes 
H. L. Qhobton 
J. W. Taylor 

Milton King 
J . M. Alexander 
Nathaniel Smith 
Granville Bowman 
James Clarke 
Peter Simmermah 
Robert (jalbraith 
Thomas M. Emerson 
W. C. Thurman 
J. M. Emerson 
Elizabeth Railey 
James G hokton 
Samuel G. Chatham 
Joel Hughes 
John B, M'Cormack 
Hiram S. Emerson 
Benjamin Bruminall 
Joseph T. Lewis 
James Ellison 
Henry Galbraith 
Stephen M'Pherson 
John x\liller 2 
J. T. Evans 
James Gibson 
Arthur Frogg 
John R. Wakefield 
David Matlack 
John Armstrong 
C. Chatham, jr. 
M. F. Emerson 
John Bruminall 
Wm, Frazer 

HOPKmSVILLE. 
Mary M. Short 
Elizabeth Breathitt 
Rachael Wheatley 
Nancy Webber 
Eliza TH. Carroll 
Susan Steele 
Elizabeth Davidg^ 
Maria Campbell 
Edwin T. Clark 



M.% 



jLKsnjainiB mill? xxr 

John R. Thomtoh iO 
Lewis Thornton f 
Cabell R. Harrisdjl 5 
James Todd 5 

William Hamilton • 5 
Joseph Berry 5 

James Alejtahder 5 
Thomas C. Owings 5 
James Hughsirt 5 
H. B. Bascom 
J. H. Coleman 
Ariss Throcktiibrtbti 
Wm. Garrard, BuUrhoii c'ty 
John Campbell, do. 
Eliza Coleman, Cynthiana 
Benjamin Warfield, do. 
James M. Graham, BathcH^ 
Abner Gaines, Boone cHy 
James Theobalds, do. 
M. H. Hamilton, tilasgow 
Edmund Hopkins, Henderson 
David L. M'Chord do. 
James Barnet, Madison 
Sidney P. Clay^ do. 
Alexander HendersoUj do. 

A. M. January, Maysvillt 
William Huston, jr. do. 
John S. Henry, Philadelphi(% 
Agatha Birney, Alabama 
John H. Wharton, Nashville 
Margaret Tannehill, do. 
Matilda Postlethwait, 2 

[Katchez 
MADISON, Indiana. 
David M'Clure 
John Hawes 

B. Parks 

S. M. Goode 

V. & L King 

J. Sullivan 

R. C. Talbott 

J. T. Brown 

J. S. Cauley 

John Paul 

Geo. Logan, 5, Fair Prospect 



Patrick Henry, ChristOm c^ty Miriam Dunn, Jefferson c^ty 

PARIS. Nancy Houston^ 

John MTarland 10 copies Hugh Linn, 
George W« Ward 10 John Crothers^ 

E. Shkrp It) Robert Bliiott, 

Thomas P. Smith 10 Samue\ Siuoek^ 

WiiHam A/exander 10 John Hu^es^ 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



T. T. Critteuden, 2 ' 
Isaac G. Burnet 
James M. Mason 
J. P. Foote 
Ezra Woodruff 

FRASKFORT. 
J. Cabell Breckinridge) 3 
Edmund H. Hopkins 
Edward W. Bibb 
William L. Breckinridge 
Sarah Castleman 
John Adair 
Elizabeth Hardiq 
J, Brown 
Caiharine Scott 
D. C. Humphreys 

B. Mitchell 
J. J. Vest 
Rebecca Dudley 
John Goodman 
Ann R. Marshall, 2 

C. J. Miles 
Catharine Taylor 
J. M. White 
Sarah Crittenden 
Robert Bro^n 
Samuel W. Washington 
Henry Banks 
Preston W. Brown 

J. M. Foster 

Eliza V. Blair 

Lotilia Todd 

M. Tunstall 

William Starling 

Sophia Clay 

Cutlibert J. Anderson 

W. B. Thomas 

Georiie Clayton Slaughter 

Austin P. Cox 

Susan B. ^Vard 

Susan TrijT^ 

Jos. H. Davis, Franklin c'ty 

LOUISVILLE. 
Samuel M. Brown 
John P. Bull 
J. P. Aldridge 
Maria Preston 
Henrietta Preston 

DAXVILLE. 
Martha Bell 
Sally A, Green 

^-^ I XT "O". •• 



ft^UOCUl MM. I^UWCll 



SuMmna P. M'Dowell 
Sarah M'Dowell 
W^illiam Nourse 
A. V. Shelby 

SPRINGFIELD, K. 
Nathan H. Hall, 5 
Elias Davison 
George Roberts 
J. B. Hundley 
M. W. Nanta 
Fielding Priest 
John Calhoun 

BARDSTOJFM 
Margaret Wickliff 
Ann Wickliff 
Caleb Ewing 
Jsaac Bard 

HARRODSBURG. 
Cornelius Demaree, jr. d 
Thomas Cleland, 5 
Vachel Worthington 
Benjamin F. Pleasants 

MOUJrr STERLING. 
John Daniel 
James O. Harrison 
James Jameson, jr. 
Albert G. Harrison 

SHELBYVILLE, Ky. 
John F. Crow, 2 
W. Sl R. Jarviss 
David Robison 
Joshua Grant 

CHILICOTHE, Ohio. 
Nancy Waddle 
Eleanor Worthington 
M. K. Baskerville 
Charlotte Hays 
Ann M. Dunn 
Susan Walle 
Eliza Creighton 
Hannah Lodruck, Adams c^ty 
O. W. Byrd, do. 

Isabella Ellison, do, 

D. Jenings, Lebanon^ Ky. 
Felix B. Grundy, do. 
Hugh Muldrow, JV. Market K. 
Philip C. Morehead, B. Green, 
H. Butler, Russehille 
Charles S. Morehead, do. 
ici*c\w"^* ^^\\s!CJ^^ Estill iPty 

S^^vTcwv^ '^^^W's^^w^ Y?mcy«&\« 



